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ADVERTISEMENT. 



AUi that the Editor knows of either the Author 
or the Translator of the following work, is ascer-^ 
tained from the title-page: << Translated from the 
German of Frederick Strauss." With the work 
itself he is familiar, having done what he believes to 
be uncommon in the case of fictitious narrative-— 
read it the third and even the fourth time with in- 
creasing interest. Of this fact no Christian reader 
will require an explanation. 

The design of the work is to exhibit " a picture 
of the Jewish people, in which their ecclesiastical 
and civil constitution, their social and domestic life 
are represented, as they existed at the time when 
the advent of the Messiah was near at hand." 

The plan may be best described in the author's 
own words : 

'* A young Jew, who had been enamoured of the pre- 
vailing Grecian philosophy, has returned to the observ- 
ance of the law of his fathers, at one of those important 
crises in life which decide the oharacter of succeeding 
periods. Bent on the fulfilment of the law, which he 
believes it impossible to aceeQ^lisb any where but in 
1* •' " 
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the place where the altar of Jehovah is fixed, he makes a 
journey from Alexandria, were he had been brought up, 
accompanied by his uncle, to Jerusalem, in the spring of 
the year 109 before the birth of Christ ; remains there dur- 
ing the half year which included the principal religious 
festivals ;- becomes a priest ; enters into the married state ; 
and by the guidance of Providence, and varied experi- 
ence, attains to the conviction, that peace of mind is only 
to be found in believing in him who has been promised 
for the consolation of Israel. 

" The plan now traced, while it offered an opportunity 
of delineating the progress of an interesting change in 
the sentiments of Helon himself, seemed also to present 
the means of combining with this a living picture of the 
customs, opinions, and laws of the Jewish people. No 
period of their history seemed so well adapted to the 
design of this work, as that of John Hyrcanus. It is 
about this time that the books of the Maccabees close ; 
it is the last era of the freedom and independence of 
the people, whose character and institutions at the same 
time were so nearly developed and fixed, that very little 
chanfi^J[ook place between this and the time of our 
Saviour. It was possible, therefore, to give a picture 
which, as far as relates to usages and manners, should be 
applicable to the times of the New Testament. 

'* It was in the last years of the long reign of Hyr- 
canus that the opposing sects of Sadducees and Phari- 
sees first became conspicuous, and the one hundred and 
ninth year before the Christian Era is the date of the 
destruction of Samaria. In the description of the 
temple, however, I have allowed myself to anticipate 
a little, in order to describe its magnificence in the 
days of Herod, whose .temple was that to which our 
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Sariour resorted. In the description of the customs of 
sacrifice and prayer, I have ventured to use, but with 
moderation, the accounts of later times. 

*' It is well known that the want of a lively and dis- 
tinct picture of those local and national peculiarities 
which are presented in the Bible/ revolts many from the 
perusal of it, and exposes others to very erroneous con- 
ceptions. It is the author's prayer to him, from whom 
these precious records have proceeded, that the present 
work may serve, under his blessing, to make the perusal 
of the Scriptures more attractive and edifying; and he 
hopes those who shall drink with pleasure from his hum- 
ble rill, will not be satisfied without going to the fountain 
of living waters." 

A conviction that the work is adapted to accom- 
plish the end thus fervently desired by the author, 
has induced the Editor to comply with th^ solicita- 
tion of the enterprising publisher by preparing for 
the public a revised edition. The former edition 
was published ten years since, in two volumes, and 
enjoyed with the lovers of novelty its ephemeral 
popularity, and then was thrown aside into the com- 
mon oblivion of fictitious productions. But though 
cast among the perishing, it did not perish, for it 
had merits, not possessed by its fellow-reprobates — 
merits which some of its readers had appreciated, 
and could not forget. These merits consisted, not 
in the skilful arrangement or the bewitching attrac- 
tiveness of the fiction — for the story is peculiarly 
simple and artless — but rather in those accurate and 
vivid representations of Judaism which admirably 
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exhibit the system before the mind, as a whole y and 
fix it steadfastly in the memory. Frequent aUusion 
has consequently been made to the work, as furnish- 
ing, in a very interesting form, many valuable illustra- 
tions of the sacred Scriptures, and inquiries for it, 
especially of late, have been both frequent and 
fruitless.* 

The present edition purports Jo be an abridgement. 
It is so, however, only to a small extent. It was 
desirable to include all that should be published with- 
in a single volume, and the Editor has therefore 
ventured to expunge occasionally a paragraph or a 
page which was not essential to the chain of the 
narrative, or to the accomplishment of the author's 
main design. In this way the dimensions of the 
work have been moderately reduced, while every- 
thing that is indispensable to its proper excellence or 
utility has been faithfully retained. A few brief 
notes have been added in the margin, and occasion- 
ally words and parts of sentences, of an explanatory 
or modifying character, have been introduced into 
the text. 

The English edition, published in 1824, contains 
nearly a hundred pages of closely printed notes, in 
the form of an appendix to each volume. These 
notes, as they throw much light upon numerous 
points which are barely alluded to in the text, are 
extremely valuable. But a large proportion of them 
consist of quotations from other languages, such a» 

*Theolo^cal Professors have oflen recommended the work 
to their pupils. 
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Hebrew, Greek and Latin, and of references to vari- 
ous authors whose works are not within the reach 
of common readers, and therefore their, utility to any 
except the learned would be very limited. It is con- 
sequently considered as injudicious to include them 
in the present edition, especially as they are too ex- 
tensive to be incorporated, even one half of them, in 
this volume, without swelling it to an undue magni- 
tude. 

Readers who are desirous of availing themselves 
to the utmost of the utility of this volume, will not 
fail to read it with the Bible before them, and to 
turn in course to all the passages of Scripture to 
which he will find in almost every page copious refer- 
ences. The poetical quotations from the Old Testa- 
ment, which are sufficiently liberal, will be found 
to vary in some respects, in phraseology, from the 
common version. These variations, so long as they 
do not essentially affect the sentiment, are unobjec- 
tionable. Perhaps to some minds they may be ad- 
vantageous. Truth, seen through a new medium, 
often makes a new impression. B. S. 

Boston^ Aprily 1835. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ALEXANDRIA. 



The whole house was in commotion. The camels were 
receiving their load in the inner court, and drinking, b^jre 
their journey, from the fountain beneath the palm trees. The 
flhiFes ran this way and that way : in the apartments of the 
women the maid servants were busily preparing the farewell 
meal for the son of their mistress, who, while she hurried in 
different directions and issued her commands, was repeating 
the words of the forty-second Psalm — 

As the hart pantetfa for the water brooks, 

So pantetb my soul after thee, O God ! 

My soul thirsteth for God; 

The living God i 

When shall I return 

And appear before the face of God! 

She i^ad been bom in the Holy Land, and her deceased 
husband had brought her to Egypt. The country in which 
her youthful days had been spent, and the journeys to Jerusa- 
lem, in which she had borne n part, rose up to her remembrance 
*and with overflowing eyes she proceeded: 

My tears have been my food day and night, 
While they say unto me continually 
" Where is Ihy God V* 
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The thought of her deceased husband rushed upon herinind, 
and her tears flowed in a fuller stream. Yet with a lighter 
heart, and with a less faltering voice, she proceeded : 

WImh I remember these things, my heart melteth within me; 
How I had gone with the multitude to the house of God, 
How' I had gone with the voice of joy^nd praise, 
With the multitude that kept the festival. 

At this moment Helon met her. She embraced him and said, 
^ So once I went to the holy city, but now 1 must remain a 
captive in a strange land. All the day long this psalm of tho 
sons of Korah dwells upon my mind. Thy father sang it the 
last evening that we spent together. Immediately after, he 
set out for the promised land, and returned no more." 

Helon was moved by the distress of his mother. His feel- 
ings had been the same as hers, but he was near the accom- 
plishment of his wishes. He was about to visit the holy city, 
and the grave of his father in the valley of Jehoshaphat; and 
raising himself from his mother's embrace, he replied, " Hast 
thou forgotten the thrice repeated chorus of that psalm ? - 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul, 
And why art thou disquieted within me ? 
Hope thou in God; for I shall yet. praise him 
Whvi is my deliverer and my God." 

Sallu, a young Jew, who had been purchased as a servant 
of her family six yeni-s before, now entered the apartment. 
He was dejected, and anxiously asked Helon, " Wilt thou not 
take me with thee, master ?** The mother replied, " Thou 
art free; yesterday thy six years expired, and it shall he 
Helori's last employment before his departure solemnly to 
emancipate thee." The youth kept his eyes fixed upon Helon 
as if he was stilL asking him, " Wilt thou not take me with ^ 
thee, master.?"' «* Why dost thou refuse thy freedom, Sallu .?" 
said Helon. " Master," replied he, " when thy father bought 
me, six years ago, I was a houseless, friendless bo^. I have 
been brought up with thee, and if I now must leave -thee, I 
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•liall be again witjiout a frieDd or a home. I will not leaye 
tUee : thou art going to Jerusalem, and, if I go not with thee, 
I «hall never behold the altar of my God, nor the place to 
which 1 direct my prayers. Take me with thee, and I will 
be a senrant in thy house all my days. I have called tke 
eklers, and they will be liere immediately." 

They endeavored to dissuade him from his purpose. Helon 
painted to him the value of freedom, and the mercy of Jeho- 
vah towards the bondsmen in Israel, in appointing their r^eaae 
in the seventh year. His mother promised him that he should 
not go forth empty handed ; that she would give him '<of her 
flock, and of her barn, and of her winepress, of all in which 
the Lord^her God had blessed her," as the Lord had com- 
manded by Moses in the law.* But Sallu replied, <^ Nay, bat 
I will remain with thee : it is best for me to be here." The 
dden had now arrived. 

^ This youth," said one of them, ^ will be a servant of thy 
house. Gome together to the gate." 

The elders, with Helon, his mother and Sallu, went through 
the covered way, as far as die gate which opened to the outer 
court. Sallu^ stood beside the gate-posts. The elder asked 
him, <" Wilt thou not leave Helon ?" Sallu replied, « I will not 
leave hiiii } for I love him iemd'hishouse.^ Then Helon took 
an awl, and piercing his ears against the door |K>st, made him 
his servant forever.f > The elders jironouncedin blessing, and 
Helon put a ring through the ears of Sallu, as a sign that he 
was become his property. The youth bounded for joy, and 
exclaimed, *< { have bought thee with my blood. Wilt thou 
not now take me with thee to the Holy Land ?" ** Go," said 
Helon, ^<to look after the camels, and prepare thyself for the 
journey." ' v 

The mother invited the elders to partake of the fiurewell 
supper with her and her son, at which Elisama was also to be 
present. Tfa% consented, and^went back with her into the 
inner court. Helon remained awhile behind, to inspect the 

» Deut. XV. 14. t Deul » xv. 16, 17. 
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preparation for the journey^ The slaves were equipiring 
three stately dromedaries, which, young, high spirited, and 
fleet, deserved the name of '^ ships of the desert.*' They had 
taken ä }oDg draught at the well, whi)e the slaves laid in order 
tfie tmggage which contained the food and clothing ef the 
travellers, and presents for their host in Jerusalem. In the 
east, the expressions of friendship were made by deeds rather 
than by words, and the travellers destined for their host* 
costly caflans,f Egyptian linen, a robe of thread of gold, and 
some books written on papyrus. The camels, kneeling down» 
received the burthen on their backs. 

Helon's uncle, Elisama, who was to be his guide on the 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, arrived, examined the prepara* 
tions, and apfiointed to the slaves the hour of departure. 
Helen and be then went together into the inner court, where 
the elders were sitting under the palms beside the fbuntaiii» 
end enjoying the refreshing coolness of the evening. This 
inner court, around whose sides ran a portico and a gallery, 
was paved with green, white, yellow and black marble. An 
«wning of various colors was stretched over it to sheher h 
from the burning rays of the sun ; and in the middle was the 
fountain with its lofty palms. In Alexandria, as in the E^ast 
generally, this was the place for the reception of visitors. 

Tiie meal was prepared, and the elders arose from beside 
the fountain to place themselves on cushions around the ta(ble. 
A venerable man with hoary locks took the place of honor, 
the middle place, on the middle cushion. Tlie seven-branched 
lamp shed a bright light around, from its one and twentjp 
flames. The slaves had strewed the table, the cushions and 
the floor with the flowers of spring. Sallu came with a silver 
basin, poured water on the hands of the guests, and when he 
had wiped them, sprinkled on them the fragra^it nard. The 
most delicate productions of fertile Egypt were served up ; . 
among which the mother had not forgotten thfe fish of the 

* The persv D whose hospitality they should enjo^ while 9t Je^usalenp^^ 
t A rich Persian outer gagofiaL 
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Nüe, that her mm might taste them once mere before hie 
depaityre. Hekm lay* before Eliaama, or^ as it vaa ealled ia 
the East, in hie bosom. 

Elisama, acting as father of the house, blessed the bread* 
He spsead both his hands over it» and said, *^ Blessed be thou, 
O Lord our God, who causest bread to grow out of the earth ;** 
and the rest answered <* Amen." As this was an entertaia- 
ment, the wine also was blessed« Eiisama took the cup with 
both hands, then holding^it with the right, at the height of a 
yard above the table, he praised the Lord and said, <^ Blessed 
be thou, O Lord our God, who hast given unto us the fruit 
of the Ytnef* and the rest again replied, ^^Amen." This 
done, he repeated the twenty -third psalm : 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall notwaot. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, 

He leadelh me beside the soA flowing waters, 

He refresheth my soul, 

He leadeth me in the straigfht path 

For his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I fear no evil, for thoa art with me j 

Thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

TIiou preparest a table for me 

In the presence of mine enemies ; . 

Thou anointest my head with oil } 

My cap runneth over. 

Surely goodness and 4nercy follow me all iny life ; 

I shall dwell in the bouse of the Lord forever. 

This was the prayer with which the festive meal was usually 
Mellowed in Israel. The guests helped themselves and en- 
joyed the feast. When the last dish was removed, Eiisama 
began : " It is long since I repeated that beautiful psalm, with 
such a feeling of devotion ns today. One might think that it 
had been written expressly for the foast on the evening before 
our departifre for the Holy Land. < Happy the people that * 
know the sound of the trumpet !' " 

* Lay — leaned or reclined according to the eastern cusiom. 
I* 



Helon's kmiliing glance thanked E^isama fbrdii» expreas^ 
mg the sentiment of which bus own heart was foil. Bnt one 
of the elders replied, "The sound of the trumpet is heard 
also in Leontopolis, and the psahn might be repeated with 
equal propriety, before a journej' to the nome* of Ueliopolis.'* 

"I always maintain," said Etisama, '^that Israel is Israel 
nowhere but in the Holy Land." 

" But does not the law itself declare," said the elder^ " Thou 
shalt not abhor a» Egyptian, because thoa wast a stranger inr 
his land ?f Did not the patriarchs of our nation always re- 
pair to Egypt in their distress, and did not the land of Ham 
almost always show a brotherly compassion for the children 
of Shorn ? Why did our forefathers always resort to this, 
land of wonders, rather than to Syria or Mesopotamia ? 
Does it not appear as if some secret guiding of Providence, 
bad always impelled Israel to unite himself with his brethren 
of Mizraim ? Was not our father Abraham himself in 
Egypt ? '* " And well did Pharaoh reward him by his treat- 
ment of Sarah," interrupted Elisama.. " Jeliovali himself 
forbad Isaac to go down to Egypt."| 

** Yet," replied the elder, "Jacob came hither with seventy 
souls ; Joseph was proclaimed the father of the land, and 
Pharaoh said to him, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall 
no man lift np his hand or foot in the laud of Egypt^ 
Moses was born here and brought up at court, and Jeremiah 
also was herc.|[ When Alexander founded this city, he 
brought a multitude ef our nation hither ; the first Ptolemy 
settled a hundred thousand of tbem in different parts of the 
land, and because the kings thought ns to be the brethren of 
the Egyptians, we have obtained the privileges of the highest 
rank of citizens, and are called, like the conquerors them- 
selves, Macedonians. The Lord has moved the heart of the 
king aind queen, and Onias, the son of Onias, has built us a 
temple in Leontopolis, which is an exact copy of that on. 

* Nome — province, or terrilorial division. i Dwt. xxiii. 7^ 

\ Gen. XX vi. % f Gen. xli. 44. H Jcr^xlit, 
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Hount Morialu Soon sbaU we b» still mpie highly exalted. 
You know that let the schemes of Ptolemy Lathyrus be what 
they may, his mother Cleopatra» who is joint regent witli him, 
has the administration in her hands, and by her means (a 
thing unheard of in any other country) two of our nation» 
Hilkias and Ananias, the sons of Onias, are at the head of 
the army,** 

" The God of Israel bless Cleopatra our queen ! May he 
increasQ her a thousand fold, and cause her seed to possess 
the gate of their enemies," exclaimed the elders. 

^ What thou bast said of our fathers, and of their journeys 
into Egypt is true ; but acknowledge also," said Elisama, 
^' that they never failed to return to the Holy Land, when they 
had an opportunity ; and we will do the same." 

*' No," said the elder, " we have our own temple in Egypt^ 
our Oneion." 

^ But," said Elisamn, ^ it is contrary to the law of the Lord ^ 
on Moriah only should the temple and the altar stand. Je- 
hovah spoke to Moses saying,* ' To the place which the Lord 
your God shall choose out of all your tribes, to put his name 
there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and tbitbcr sliall 
ye come, and thither shall ye bring your burnt-offerings : but 
take heed that thou offer not thy burnt-offerings in any place 
that thou seest ; in the place which the Lord shall choose 
/ thereshalt thou offer thy burnt-offerings, and do all that the 
Lord thy God req^iires of thee/ And five hundred years 
after, when the temple was built, he said to Soloaion, when 
be appeared to him in the night, < I have heard thy prayer 
and have cltosen this place to myself, as a house of sacrifice.'f 
And this place is Moriah, where Abraham was about to offer 
up his own son." 

^< Knowest thou not," continued the elder, ^' what Isaiah, 
the greatest of all the prophets, said two hundred years later? 
Our high priest wrote the passage to the king and queen at 
the building of the Oneiuu« * In that day shall five cities in 

• Deut. 7fü. I— U. f 2 Cbsou. vU. 1%. 
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the land of Egypt speak the language of Caiitmn and swear 
to the Lord of Hosts t one shall be called Irhaheres,' that is 
Leontopolis.'** 

EHsama replied, *^ I adhere to the words of the psalm, 
'The Lord hath chosen Zion and delights to dwell thereifi.'f 
To Isaiah also the Lord spoke, saying, ■ I will comfort you as 
one whom his mother comforteth, and ye shall be comforted 
in Jerusalem.'l We might say to you of Alexandria what 
the Lord said by the mouth of Jeremiah, < Go up into Gilead 
and take balm, O virgin daughter of Egypt !'"§ 

^ Yet Jehovah, in the same chapter cidls Egypt a fair 
heifer.** 

" True, but he threatens her ; * destruction cometh from the 
north,' and in ns will his word be fulfilled, <ye ihidl be 
ashamed of Egypt as thou was ashamed of Assyrni.'"|| 

** Now accursed be he who reviles the Oneion, the temple 
of the Lord, and Egypt and the qeeen,'* exclaimed the elder, 
in vehement indignation. They had long ceased to eat, as 
their conversation became more animated, and sat upright 
upon their cushions^ The elder started on his feet, and 
seemed about to offer some violence to Elisama ; but a gray- 
headed elder, who had hitheito only listened, interposed be- 
tween them, and with the calmness of age said to them both, 
" Peace, my children ! There is enough of strife in Israel ; 
let not us increase it. Do thou remain in Egypt, and thou, 
Elisama, take thy way to Jerusalem. The Messiah cometh 
and will teach us all things." 

The mother entered the room. ^ What sayest tliou, de- 
jected mother in Israel," continued the aged man. ^*She 
could not," she said, " divest herself of the fear that one of 
the travellers would never return. So it had been six years 
before. Her only comfort was, that her deceased husband 
had been buried in the valley of Jehosbaphat, and nothing 
would have induced her to consent to Helen's departure, but 

* Is. xix. IP, t Ps. cxxxii. 13. t !«• Ixvi. 13. 

$Jer.xlvl. 11,20. ( Jer. if,36. 
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the thought that he would Ywk his father*« grave. Ye ail 
kuew him," said she, turning to the guests, " he was a stay of 
Israel in a foreign land." 

The elders turned to Helon and said, << Blessed be thou, 
for thou art the son of an upright man, and one that feared 
Gbd." *^ As to thy apprehension that one of us may not re* 
turn," said Elisunia, ** let us rather hope, that we shall bring 
back With us a new member of the family, a future mother, 
either from Jericho or from Auathotb." 

The mother smiled, with a significant look, which seemed 
to say that she already knew more of this matter.- The elder, 
who had scarcely recovered from his passion, seemed not well 
pleased that the number of Aramsan Jews in Alexandria 
should be increased. Helon blushed, and observed the modest 
silence which became a youth in Israel, in the presence of his 
elders. 

** Of the two," said the old nuin, << thou wouldst rather 
receive thy new relation from Anathotb." ** True," she 
replied, ** many of our friends live there, and there the holy 
prophet Jeremiah was born." The mention of Jeremiah was 
sufficient to kindie Elisaraa. His forefathers had accompanied 
the prophet, when, after Ishmael's outrage upon Gedaliah,* be 
was carried into Egypt, by the people who feared the ven^ 
geance of tlie king of Babylon ; and he htid sojourned with 
this fhmily. " While there lives one of our race," exclaimed 
J^Ilisania, ^ never shall it be forgotten by us that we once en« 
tertained a prophet of the Lord. His writings are our favor- 
ite study, and by tliem we are directed to seek the Holy Land." 

The discourse assumed a more cheerful character. The 
last cup was emptied. Saliu washed the hands of the guests, 
and sprinkled them with fragrant oil. Elisaraa pronounced 
the thanksgiving, and the old nuiu rising up,, took Helon's 
hand and said, ** Farewell, and take with thee my blessing." 
Then, laying his hands upon the young man's head, he 
said — 

• Jer. nM jjlii. xlHi. 
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. " H« that keepetb^ Israel netther slambereUt nor sleepeti». 
May Jehovah be thy keeper^ thy shade on thy right haad. 
May Jehovah preserve thy going out and coming in, 
From this time forth and for evermore." -^ Ps. cxxi. 

The other elders also blessed him, but it was evident that 
they would have dooe it with a more hearty good will, if he 
had been going to Leoptopolis. All the guests took leav», 
and returned to their respective abodes« 



CHAPTER IL 

THE DEPARTURE. 



It was late in the evening : the slaves extinguished the 
seven-branched lamp and laid the cushions for beds in the 
porticoes which surrounded the inner court. All retired 
speedily to rest, that they might set out the earlier on the 
following morning. But the mother still lingered on the 
spot; her grief iucreased as the time of departure drew 
nigh ; weeping she embraced her child, and said, " Call me 
Marah, for I am a sorrowful mother in Israel." Helon in 
silence leaned upon her bosom, till Elisama came, and said to 
her : " Bethink thee of what our prophet saith,* * Rachel 
wcepeth for her childreu and refuseth to be comforted. But 
thus saith the Lord, refrain thy voice from weeping and 
thine eye from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded and thy 
chil^on shall come again to their own border.' " He forced 
her away into the inner apartments, and himself lay down on 
one of the cushions in the portico. 

Helon did not attempt to sleep. Wishing his uncle calm 
repose, he ascended the roof of the house where stood the 
Mijah, a small apartment like a turret, dedicated to secret 

* Jer, xxzi. 15. 
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meditation and prayer. From the roof there was nn exten- 
sive view oyer the city of Alexandria ; on the north to the 
Mediterranean, on the south to the iake Mareoti», and on the 
east to the Nile and the Delta. Here he had often stood when 
a boy, and witli restless longing had looked towards the Holy 
Land. It was a clear, calm night of spring. Refreshing 
odors arose from the surrounding gardens. The countless 
stars shed down their twinkling radiance upon him, and the 
moon's new light was mirrored in the lake and the canals of 
the Nile. 

Before him lay the city of Alexander, justly styled, in the 
days of her highest prosperity, the Queen of the East and the 
Chief of Cities. In what stillness she now reposed, with her 
towering obelisks ! How deep the silence and the rest which 
wrapt her six hundred thousand inhabitants, and ber üve 
harbors, by day so full of activity and noise ! The house was 
near the Panium, frooi which the whole city could be seen at 
one view^ There stood the Bruchium, which, besides the 
royal palnce, contained the Museum, rendered the chief seat 
of the learning of the times, by its library of four hundred 
thousand volumes, and by being the residence of the learned 
men, whom the munificence of the Ptolemies had collected 
around their court. Here Helon had sat for several years, at 
the feet of the philosophers. He thought on those years, and, 
as he compared them with his present hopes, he exclaimed : 

BoUer is ä day in thy courts than a thousand ! 

I would rather be a door-keeper in th^ house of the Lord 

Than dwell in the tents of sin. — Ps. Ixxxiv. 10. 

« Truly the tents of sin," said he to himself, as he paced the 
roof, " even when I think on my own people, who live here 
in high favor. Let them be called Macedonians if they will ; 
let the sons of the high priest be the commanders of the 
army ; let them hope for still greater distinctions from Cleo» 
patra's favor ; it is still an exile, and Israel is in affliction. 
Their schisms in doctrine and laxity of morals are too plain a 
proof of it." 
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He went into the Aluah^ and brought put- his liarp : the 
plaintive ootes resounded through the still air of night as he 
sung, 

By the rivers of Babel we sat apd wept 

When we thought on ZIon. 

We hung our harps upon the willows in the midst- thereof. — Ps. cxxxvii. 

^ Here we ought to hang them upon the pyramids," con- 
tinued he.. '* The controversy which destroyed the harmony 
of our social meal this evening still jars upon my souL 
Praised be God that Jeremiah sojourned with my forefathers, 
that they like myself have continued Aramean Jews,, and 
have not gone over to the Hellenists." 

The Diaspora, or body of (he Jews dispersed in foreign 
countries, was divided at this time into Hellenists and Ara- 
msean Jews. The Hellenists had adopted the Greek, at that 
time the universal language of the civilized and literary 
world ; the Aramaean Jews used, in foreign lands, the He- 
brew, or rather a dialect of that language, called the Arameean. 
The latter attached themselves to the temple at Jerusalem, 
the former worshipped at Leontopolis in Egypt A division 
once begun is easily extended to other points. With the 
Greek langiiage the Hellenists had adopted Grecian culture, 
yet wished still to continue Jews, and hence arose the neces- 
sity for iiniting philosophy with the law. The only way in 
which this could be accomplished, was that which they 
adopted, of attributing the doctrines of Grecian wisdom to 
the law, as its inward and spiritual meaning. In this under- 
taking the Egyptians had led the way for tliem. Egypt is 
the native country of allegories. For a long time past the 
popular religion had been very different from that of the sa- 
cerdotal caste, and tbey stood to each other in the relation of 
the letter to the spirit ; of the image to the reality. The Hel- 
lenistic Jews had adopted this Egyptian mode, and three 
classes had been formed amongst them. One party openly 
renounced both law and allegory, living without the law, 
which indeed it was impossible to observe exactly anywhere 
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bat in Judea. Another outwardly confbrmed to the law, but did 
80 for the sake of its hidden and spiritual meaning. A third set 
were contented with this spiritual meaning, which they arbi- 
trarily annexed to it, and concerned themselves no further 
with the 1ite;ral observance. No little confusion had arisen 
ih>m this variety of opinions, and the incessant controversies 
to which they gave rise. . 

Helon had been hurried by the prevailing spirit of his age 
and country for some years into the vortex of allegory. A 
youth of such an ardent temperament and high intellectual 
endowments, connected with the most considerable families 
of the Alexandrian Jews, could scarcely escape this temptation. 
Had his fiithei' been alive, he would have been a constant 
monitor to him against the danger — but since his death on 
the journey to the Holy Land, Helon^s danger had increased, 
with the increase of his liberty. It seems too, as if it were 
necessary that those master spirits, who are destined success- 
fully to oppose the errors of their times, should themselves for 
a while be involved in them. The scattered intimations which 
the law itself affords opened to him a new and attractive field 
which he was eager to explore completely. He was advised 
to make himself acquainted with the Grecian philosophy, as 
the source of the knowledge which he desired, and for this 
purpose he resorted to the Museum. His first instructor here 
was a Stoic, who demanded from him a greater rigor than 
even the law had required, but at the same time taught him, 
that the knowledge of God was not necessary. Helon 
fbrsook him, and applied himself to an acute Peripatetic ; but 
his thoughts seemed more occupied with his pecuniary remu- 
neration, than with the high rewards of wisdom and. philoso- 
phy. Helon lost no time in seeking another teacher. A 
Pythagorean required, as a preliminary, a long study of music, 
astronomy and geometry, and Helon thought that the know- 
ledge of the truth might surely be obtained by a less circuitous 
process. At last a young and lively Greek, of the name of 
Myron, whom he had known as a child, introduced him to a 
Platonic philosopher. In him he seemed to have found all 
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of which he bad been in search. He perused with Myron 
the dialogues of him whom bis disciples called <^ divine. 
Those were hours never to be forgotten, in which his doctrine 
of reminiscences, of virtue that is not to be taught or learned, 
of That which is, first irradiated his mind. About this time 
he became acquainted with a wise Jew, who was also a Pla- 
tonist, and profoundly skilled in the interpretation of the law. 
He could answer every question which Helen wished to ask, 
respecting the sense of scripture. He explained to him 
the seven days of creation, and the ten commandments, in 
their spiritual import ; and taught him much respecting the 
world of ideas, which he had not found even in Plato. His 
new teacher represented the divine intelligence, not as an 
attribute of God, but as a being having a distinct existence, 
and called it the image of God, his first bom son, the highest 
of the angels and the primeval man. 

For a long time his fancy rioted in these speculations, to 
which he was so entirely devoted, that if he continued to 
observe the law, it was owing to the pure and simple manners 
to which he was accustomed in his father's family. But every 
thing which only gratifies the understanding loses its charm, 
especially with men of lively and ardent temperament, when 
it loses its novelty. When Helen's first transport at the en- 
largement of his views had subsided, and cool reflection began 
t6 resume her sway ; when he })erceived that Myron could, 
with equal ease, explain and vindicate the worship of Jupiter, 
Bacchus and Apollo — the Orphic and Dionysian mysteries — 
and all the idolatries of ]>olytheism, by the aid of the same 
principles which his teacher had applied to the interpretation 
of scripture ; suspicions were awakened in his mind that 
these principles could not be true. That which convert» 
falsehood into truth, he thought, can never increase the forct) 
and evidence of truth. The promises which were given to 
Israel, the threatenings and warnings of Jehovah against par- 
ticipation in idolatry, recurred to his mind. The image of 
his deceased father was daily held up to him by his mother, 
as one who had abhorred the system of the Henel(ists. A 
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feeling of pride in bis own nation aa the chosen peo(Je of 
Jehovah, was awakened in his bosom, and be could no longer 
take pleasure in the society of Myron. 

He began now to remark the endless varieties and incon- 
sistencies of these allegorical interpretations. Every one, 
full of the persuasion of bis own wisdom, expounded the 
divine word according to his own fancy. Helon could not 
but perceive that all this wisdom was an arbitrary, 0elf- 
invented, human system of doctrine respecting divine things, 
in opposition to which, not only Plato but the whole tenor of 
scripture taught him, that God only can be our instructer in 
things relating to himself, and that human reason must here 
rely upon revelation. This revelation he found in the law 
delivered to his nation upon mount Sinai, under circumstances 
the most impressive and sublime. While this train of thought, 
tended to alienate him from the Hellenists and their system, 
his mother one evening remarked to him with sorrow his 
slowness in fulfilling the divine precepts. At first he was so 
much offended by it, that he replied to her remonstrances 
only by a sarcastic look, and retired to his books. But con- 
science did not allow him to rest. Suddenly the divine 
denunciation occurred to him, ^The eye that mocketh at his 
father, and despi^eth to obey his mother, the ravens of the 
valley shall pick it out, and tlie young eagles shall eat it."* 
He was deeply moved, and now saw with opened eyes the 
abyss of immorality, to the edge of which his new wisdom 
had conducted him. He had long desired to be free from the 
burthensome duties of the law, and he had now transgressed 
against the first commandment with promise. He felt to what 
this heathen philosophy, this partial culture of the mind, was 
bringing him ; and in the lives of its professors he saw, in all 
their rank maturity, the vices, of which he discovered the seeds 
in his own heart They lived without a law, sunk in heathen 
vice and immorality. He now perceived that nothing but the 
most faithful obedience to the law could make him truly happy, 

• Pror. ixx. 17. 
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that ID this way only lie became a partaker in the promisea of 
God to the upright, and that the passion for allegories bad 
corrupted his mind instead of enlightening it These reflec- 
tions determined him to return to the faith of his fathers. 

He now felt himself once more at home under his paternal 
roof; his former filial reverence for his mother returned ; bis 
fiither's spirit seemed to smile on his conversion ; and the 
experienced counsels of his uncle proved much more than an 
equivalent to him for all the wisdom of the Museum. All the 
joys and the longings of bis childhood returned upon him ; 
the feelings of the present moment seemed to be linked im- 
mediately to the remembrances of his boyish days, and all that 
bad intervened appeared like a period of delusion. His 
desire to behold Jerusalem came over him again, in all its 
original vividness; it had been the strongest of his early feel- 
ings, and the very names of Canaan, Zion and Jerusalem had 
held a mysterious sway over his imagination. His mother, aa 
he sat upon her knees, had told him of the place, towards 
which he was taught to lisp bis prayer; of the thousands who 
went up to the feast ; of Moses, David and Solomon ; and had 
represented Egypt as a land of exile, as another Babel, in 
comparison with the land of his fathers. He often saw her 
weep when she spoke of Jericho and her native city, and re- 
lated how she, when a maiden, had gone up in the choir of 
singers to the festival, but must now remain in a strange land. 
As the severest punishment for his childish oflfences, he used 
to be told, that it would be a long time before be would be fit 
to accompany his father on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land ; 
and the reward of his proficiency and his obedience was the 
promise of a sight of Jerusalem. When Jews from the holy 
city visited Alexandria, and, as their custom was, came to see 
bis father, it was a festival for Helon ; he regarded these 
strangers with scarcely less veneration than his fathers had 
done Jeremiah, and tried ail the insinuating arts of which be 
was possessed, to induce the most courteous among them to 
tell him something about the land of his ancestors. It was 
the land of promise, the theme of sacred son^, the theatre of 
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Mcred history. When his ikther was in a cheerful mood, ha 
ined to relate anecdotes of his pilgrimageSi begiuning and 
ending every narrative with the words of the children of 
Korah: 

The Lord loveth the gale» of Zioo, 
Whose foundation is in the holy mountains, 
More than all the dwellin|^ of Jacob. 
Glorious is it to speak of thee, 
O city of God !— Ps. Ixxzvti. 

The journey from which his father never returned, was to 
have been the lost which he made alone— on the next Helon 
was to have accompanied him. His grief at being obliged to 
remain at home, his mother's tears, his father's solemn fare* 
well^as it were prophetic of the fatal event ; his mother's daily 
remarks, ^ Now they are in Hebron ; today they will reach Je- 
rusalem; today the passover begins; today it will be over^ 
their joyful expectations of his return, and the overwhelming 
intelligence of his death, had all combined to leave an im* 
pression on his mind, which he had with difficulty mastered 
for a time, and which now revived with uncontrolable force. 
Since his return to the law of his fatliers, a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem had been his dream by night and his thought by 
day. Leontopolis, the character and proceedings of the Hel- 
lenists, and even the conversation at this evening's entertain- 
ment, aU conspired to convince him, that Egypt was no place 
for the fulfilment of the law. It wqs now the predominant 
wish of his soul to become a true Israelite, a faithful follower 
of the law, and a worthy member of the people of the Lord, 
and he felt that only in the Holy Land could he become so. 

All these reflections and retrospects of his past life filled the 
mind of Helon as he laid down his harp upon the parapet of 
the roof, and paced up and down in strong emotion. At times 
he stopped, and fixing his eyes on the northeast, almost 
persuaded himself that the clouds which he saw there were 
the hUls of Judah. In the mean time Sallu, who, like his 
master^ had been unable to sleep, had silently placed a lamp 
2» 
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in the AUjah. Helon was attracted bj the light aod went io. 
A r(dl lay unfolded ; he looked into it, and opened at the 
splendid description which an exile at Nineveh, of the tribe 
of Napbthali, makes of the holy city« ^ O Jerusalem, the 
holy city ! Many nations shall come from far to the name of 
the Lord God, with gifts in dieir hands. Blessed are they that 
love thee, and rejoice in thy peace. Let my soul bless God, 
the great King : for the Lord our God will deliver Jerusalem 
from all her afflictions. The gates of Jerusalem shall be built 
of sapphires and emeralds and precious stones ; thy towers 
and battlements of pure gold ; and the streets of Jerusalem 
shall be paved with white marble, and in all her streets shall 
they say. Hallelujah ! Praised be God who hath exalted her, 
and may his kingdom endure forever. Amen."* 

^ Hallelujah," be exclaimed, ^ that before me an Egyptiaii 
Jew could put such words into the mouth of a captive al 
Nineveh." He hastened to his harp, and placing the footstool 
under his foot, turned towards the Holy Land as he sung, 

Q Jehovab, thou art my God, early will I s^ek thee. 

My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee, 

lu a dry and thirsty land. 

Would that I might see thy sanctuary, 

To behold thy power and glory. ^Ps. briii. 

He knew by heart all the psalms which- had any relation to 
JerMSalem,and no sooner had he finished one, than his fingers 
and his voice, unbidden, began another. 

When Israel went out of Egypt, 

The house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 

Judah was his sanctuary, 

Israel his dominion.-^Ps. cxiv. 

His own pilgrimage to Jerusalem seemed to him like tlie 
40parture of Israel from Egypt fourteen hundred years be- 
fore, and Jie was transported at once to those remote ages with 
8/0 lively a feeling, that the psalm seemed to him to spring fresh 

• Tdbit X. 
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fiotn hii own soul, and to have been dictated by his own 
emotiona. The forty-third paalm occurred to his mind, and 
with the raised look, but subdued voice of humble devotion; 
ho sung — 

Send out thy light and thy truth and let them guide me ! 
Let them bring me to thy holy hill and to thy tabernae!e! 
Then wilt I go unto the altar of Qod, 
Unto God my exceeding joy. 
Yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, 
O God, my God! 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul, 
• And why art thou disquieted within me t 
Hope in God ; for I shall yet praise him 
Who is the health of my countenance and my God. 

The tones of the harp gradually died away, and Helon 
remained absorbed in gratitude and devotion towards Jehovah. 

At length he arose to perform his evening prayer. Since 
bis return to the law of his fathers, he had been rigid in the 
performance of this duty, and without discriminating accu- 
rateljs in the fervor of his new aseal, between the commands 
of God, and the usages established by tradition, be would 
gladly even have added to their length and frequency. There 
was at this time a distinction commonly made among the 
Aramean Jews between the righUou$ man, who only aimed 
to ftilfil the law as it was left by MosOs; and the pious man, 
who, not oontent with this, endeavored by the performance of 
other ordinances to attain a still higher degree of divine ftvor. 
At an earlier period of Helon'a lite, it would have seemed to 
him a superfluous trouble, to endeavor to deserve the character 
of the righteous man ; now, nothing could satisfy him, but to 
aspire to the rank of a pious man. 

The washing of the hands preceded prayer, because noth- 
ing impure was to appear before the purest of beings. Helon 
next covered his head with his mantle, a sort of talitli. This 
mantle had at the four corners fringes, which were called 
zizis, consisting of eight double twisted threads of wool, whose 
azure color had 9, reference to the heavens, with five tassels, 
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for the five books of the law. The use of these fringes bad 
been commanded by God himself to the children of Israel^ 
^ That they might look upon them and remember all the 
commandments of the Lord and do them, and seek not after 
their own heart and their own eyes."* He next bound the 
phylacteries, called tephillim, on his forehead and left ann, in 
such a way, that the strings of the first hung upon his breast, 
and the latter were wound seven times round the fore-arm, 
then across the fore-finger and the thumb, and finally three 
times round the middle finger. These phylacteries were little 
cases, containing strips of parchment, on which the following 
sentences of the law were written : Deut. v. 11, 13—21 ; 
Exod. xiii. 11— 16; Deut. vi. 4— 9; and Exod. xiii. 1—10; 
of which the Lord had commanded, <<They shall be for a 
token upon thine hand and for frontlets between thine eyes."t 
In the phylactery for the forehead there were four strips, in 
that for the left arm only one. 

He now placed himself with his face towards Jerusalem, 
and prayed the Kri-schmay a prayer which consisted of these 
three passages from the books of Moses ; DeuL tL 4 — ^9, in 
which it commanded to love and honor God alone ; Deut zL 
13 — ^1, where the promises are given for the fulfilling of the 
law ; and Numb. xv. 37 — 41, where it is required that the 
commandments be diligently kept. He concluded all with a 
prayer to God, as being, in every act of religious worship« 
the beginning and the end, the centre to which everything 
tends. 

Having perfbrmed his devotions, he descended with a 
cheerful heart from the roof, and laid himself beside Elisama 
in the portico. At the first cock-crowing he arose; for 
strengthened and animated by hope, he had little need of 
sleep. 

He went first to the Alijah, and having repeated the cere- 
monies of the preceding evening, and again concluded with 
an act of praise to God, he roused the skves and bade them 

• Num. XV. 38- f Deal. vi. 8. 
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lead the laden camels to the gate. His mother came, with 
eyes red with weeping, from the apartment of the women. 
The sun was rising at that moment, and Elisaroa, approaching 
her, tried to console her with the words of the eighty-fourth 
psalm: 

The Lord God is a sun and shield, 

The Lord will give grace and glory ; 

No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprighlly i 

O Lord of Hosts, 

Blessed is the man that trasteth in thee '. 

^ Yes," she exclaimed, 

Turn thee unto me and have mercy upon mc, 
For I am desolate and afflicted. 

The travellers were invited to take some food, but Elisama 
declared that only the servant in Israel took food early in the 
morning, and to others it was a disgrace. The mother, how- 
ever, was not to be dissuaded, and compelled them to take 
dates, figs and honey. <* Greet thy father's grave," said she to 
Helon. "Let tliy first visit be to the valley of Jehoshaphat" 

Sallu led out the camels. He was full of joy, an<l every 
moment touched his ear-ring as a badge of honor. The 
mother embraced her son, and weeping, said to him, 

The Lord bless thee and keep thee ! 
The Lord make his face to shine upon thee 
And be gracious unto thee ! 
The Lord lifl up his countenance upon thee 
And give thee peace ! 

« Go, then," she exclaimed ; " God be with thee on the way, 
and his angel lead thee." 

Helon tore himself from her, and, accompanied by his uncle, 
descended the inner court. He had scarcely reached the 
outer, before the delightful expectation of visiting Jerusalem 
had already gained the ascendency in his thoughts over the 
sorrow of departure. And when from the end of the street 
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be had cast back a look on the parental hbase, and Messed 
once more his mother and the Alijah, he proceeded with 
alacrity on his way, repeating to himself^ 

Blessed is the man who puts his confidence in Ihee^ . 
And thinks of the way to Jerusalem. 

No farewell to home is ever less painful than the first. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE CARAVAN. 



The slaves halted before the gate with the camels and the 
horses. The camels bore the travelling equipage, provisions, 
clothes, and presents for the hosts. Sallu when weary was 
to find a seat upon the one which was most lightly loaded. 
, Elisaina and Helon mounted two stately Egyptian horses, 
which they designed to sell again at Gaza. Egypt abounds 
with beautiful horses, and supplies the neighboring country 
with them. 

They had arranged their journey so well, that, by joining a 
Tyrian caravan from Pelusium to Gaza, they would be able to 
arrive in Judea time enough to accompany the pilgrims from 
Hebron on their way to Jerusalem. From Alexandria to 
Pelusium, their road lay through Egypt, and they might ven- 
ture to make it alone. 

Alexandria lies upon a tongue of land, between the Medit- 
erranean sea on the north, and the lake Mareotis oh the sbutli. 
Their journey at first lay between these two, affording them 
views first of one and then of the other. The shore of the 
lake was covered with palm trees and papyrus, canals united 
it with the Nile, and splendid buildings rose on every side of 
it Helon, in spite of his longing for the Holy Land, was 
compelled to confess that Alexander had chosen a spot to bear 
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his name, not only pre^minendj convenient lor trade, but 
deligh tfully situated. 

The places through which they passed, being well known 
to both our travellers, offered nothing to divert the course of 
their thoughts. They halted one day, because it was the 
Sabbath, on which the law does not permit them to travel 
more than a thousand paces.* The whole journey lasted nine 
days, in the course of which they ferrietl over several branches 
of the Nile, crossing both the great and the little Delta. They 
passed through Naucratis, celebrated for several centuries past, 
as the first emporium of Grecian commerce with Egypt ; Sais, 
wjth its temple of Neitha ; Busiris, with the ruins of tbe 
largest temple of Isis in Egypt ; and Taniä, anciently the royal 
residence. This land of wonders, however, had little other 
effect upon Helen, than to make him often repeat — 

Bietst i» tbe man who puts bis confidenee in thee, 
And thinks of the way to Jerasalem. ' 

His unde sometimes smiled at him, and observed that 

It was well that they had left the elder behind at Alexan- 

' dria. For the rest but little conversation passed. Elisama 

was wearied by the journey, and Helen and Sallu were silent, 

or repeated passages from the psalms. 

At length they came insight of Pelustum, where they were 
to meet the Phoenician caravan ; and Helen rejoiced that he 
should leave the country of the grave and gloomy Egyptians, 
to penetrate into the desert that conducted him to the land of 
his forefathers. 

As they made a circuit round the city, they saw outside 
one of the gates a promiscuous assemblage of men, goods, 
camels and horses. The neighing of tbe Egyptian and Ara- 
bian steeds pierced through the hoarser cry of the camels. 
Egyptians, PhoBnicians, Syrians, Romans, and swarthy Ethio- 
pians, were hurrying in every direction, between the piled up 
heaps of merchandise; Greek, Aramaic, and Latin were 
blended in one confused murmur. The main part of the 

* A Sabhatb day's journey was about equal U> an Eng^Iisli mile. 
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caravan consisted of Phoenicians from Tyre, who, according 
to the custom which then prevailed, had carried wine in 
earthen jars to Egypt, where little wine was produced. They 
bad gone through Alexandria to Memphis, and as they passed 
Elisama had agreed with them tobe conducted from Pelusium 
to Gaza. They had just arrived from Memphis, and this wair 
the rendezvous for all who wished to accompany theiä in 
their journey through the desert. They had purchased to 
carry back with them, horses, cotton and embroidered cloths, 
and the fine and costly linen of Egypt The leader of the cara- 
van, busied with a variety of cares, briefly saluted Elisama and 
Helou, and informed them that he should depart on the fol- 
lowing morning at daybreak, and that the camels should be 
arranged four and four. Half the inhabitants of Pelusium 
had come out, to traffic or to gaze, and the tumult and bustle 
were indescribable. 

While Elisama and Helon endeavored to find themselves a 
suitable lodging-place for the night, in the marshy land around 
this city, which borders on the vast sandy desert of Arabia^ 
and Sallu was following them with the slaves, a welUknown 
voice exclaimed, << Welcome, Elisama and Helon ! Are ye also 
for Tyre?** It was Myron, the young and handsome Greek 
from Alexandria, Helen's early friend, who had introduced 
him to the knowledge of Platonism, and studied Plato with 
him in the Museum. Since his return to the law, Helon had 
purposely avoided him, and would willingly not have encoun- 
tered him here, just as he was entering on his journey to Je- 
rusalem. Myron was going to Damascus, and meant to 
accompany the caravan to Tyre ; and although they told him 
that their intention was only to go as far as Gaza, this did not 
prevent his offering to join company with them to that place ; 
and he made this proposal with so much of Greek urbanity» 
that they knew not how to refuse. The pleasure of their soci- 
ety, he said, would save him from dying of tedium ; which, if 
he kept company any longer with the Phoenicians, who could 
talk of nothing but their merchandise, threatened to be more 
fatal than thirst to him in crossing the desert. " Your oriental 
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gravity," said he, « will he enlivened by my Grecian levity, 
aad together we shall form the most agreeable party in the 
whole caravan." He took the hand of Etisama with a smtle, 
and the bargain was concluded. 

Long before sunrise on tlie following morning, the tumult 
of the caravan began again. Melon's caniel was bound behind 
the three camels of Elisama; Sallu led them, the slaves urged 
them on, and the three travellers mounted their horses. The 
trumpet sounded a 8econ<l time, as the signal of departure. 
The cameld were arranged four together, and our party en- 
deavored to place themselves as near as possible to the head 
of the line of march, to avoid the clouds of sand which were 
iraised in the middle and near the end. Between every fifty 
parties, came a horse with a guide, and a man bearing a kettle 
of pitch, raised on a pole, which was to be kindled during the 
night. The principal guide, who had the superintendence of 
the whole caravan, rode usually in front, on a horse richly 
caparisoned, and accompanied by a camel which carried his 
treasure. H« was the absolute master of the whole train ; 
at his nod the blasts of the trumpet were given, end every one 
set forward or halted. A litter was borne behind him, in 
which he occasionally reposed. 

It was an hour after sunrise before ell was arranged, and 
the third blast of the truni|}et was given. The guide mounted 
his Arabian horse, and the march began. Thousands of per- 
sons from Pelusium and the neighborhood, stood by the road 
side, and saluted them as they departed. The slaves began 
to sing, and the bells on the necks and feet of the camels 
chimed between. Everything in the caravan was peribfmed 
in measured time, the step of the camels, the jingling of the 
bells, and the song of the slaves. Both men and beasts were 
full of alacrity ; and thus, even in the desert, one portion of 
the dreary way afler another is performed without tediousness. 

Melon's heart beat high with the thought that he had en- 
tered on the road to Jerusalem : and he could not refrain from 
exclaiming, when the signal for the march was given, " Uappy 
are the people that know the soiind of the trumpet." To 
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Myron his exchunation was unintelligible, and he continued 
to exercise his Attic raillery upon everything around him ; 
but Helon was too much absorbed in his own thoughts to 
notice him. 

The first day's journey, as is usual with caravans, was very 
short ; and they halted, after a march of an hour and a half, 
at Gerrha, where there was a fountain, by which they en- 
camped. AH the ))res8 and tumult were renewed. The 
beasts and merchandise were placed in the middle, and tents 
were erected all around, as a shelter from the burning heat Of 
noon Myron's slave went to fetch wood and water; Sallu 
unpacked the travelling equipage from the camel, and the 
three travellers helped him to set up the tent He then spread 
a carpet, on which 'Elisama seated himself; coverlets and 
mattresses were brought out for sleeping ; and a round piece 
of leather, having rings at the circumference, which can be 
drawn together like a purse by a string which runs through 
tbeni. This was to be laid on the ground before the meat, 
that the dishes might be placed upon it. The slave had 
brought the wood — a fire was made In the sand, and the 
camp kettle placed upon it. 

While Sallu and the slave were preparing the meal, Helon 
«nd Myron joined Elisama in the tent. Myron's slave 
brought in a hare, which he had purchased of an inhabitant 
of Peluqium, and was about to dress it Elisama observed it, 
and joined with Sallu, who thrust the slave away, exclaiming, 
^ that the animal was unclean, and must not be dressed for 
food for his masters." 

*^ Nay, what is this ?" said Myron ; " the game is excellent, 
and I meant it to do honor to my introduction into your 
society," 

^ We may not eat of it," replied Elisama ; it is unclean. It 
is forbidden in the law to eat any animnl, which ruminates 
without dividing the hoof."* 

" Ye are then worse off even than the Egyptians," said 

* Oeut xiv. 7. 
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MyroD, '' who are only forbidden to eat their sacred animAls. 
We Greeks are wiser thao eillier ; we eat what we )ike." 

" And da what ye like," ioterposod Helon. ^ But we have 
the law." 

** And what need," said Myron, ** of any other law than that 
which is written in the hearts of all men ?" 

*^ Yet that this law, written in the heart, i» not of itself suffi- 
cient, and does not supersede the necessity of a reveale«! law, 
you might have learned from your own Socrates. Remember 
what he says of his diemon." 

*^ If the Jew attempts to turn the weapons of the heathen 
against himself, let us see if the heathen cannot do the same 
with those of the Jew. Ye call Abraham the progenitor of 
your people." 

<* Undoubtedly," said £lisama. 

"Did he not live many hundred years before the law was 
4va0 given by Moses? If so, which ye cannot deny, this pro- 
genitor, whom ye prize so highly, and exalt above all mem 
that ever lived, had not even heard of the law, and was no 
better than one of us." 

Helon was for a while silent and perplexed. At length he 
replietl, " The example of our father Abraham urges us to 
obedience to the law ; for circumcision, which is a leading 
part of it, was commanded to him, and he perf<H'nied it on all 
his house on the same day on which Jehovah made a cove- 
nant with him and changed his name."* 

*^ I will give thee a better answer,'' interposed Elisama. 
*< It is true, that Abraham had not the law of Moses, and 
could not, in our sense of tlie word, exhibit the righteousness 
of the law. He received the commands of the Lord imme- 
diately from himself, and therefore needed not that they 
should be engraved on tables of stone. And for the same rea- 
son he was permitted to sacrifice elsewhere than in Jerusaleq», 
though his greatest and most costly sacrifice, that of his son, 
was appointed to be performed on Moriah, the hill wliere our 

• Gen. xvii. J8. 
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terapid Btands. The Lord, who himself gikve him the law, 
was everywhere with him, in E^ypt as in Mamre. But now, 
since Israel has been stained with sin, the glory of Jehovah 
will dwell only on his own holy hill ; and it is our duty to 
repair to Jerusalem, and bring thither our offerings.'' 

A new view of the subject opened itself to Helon's mind, 
and Myron listened with great attention ; Elisama continued. 

** Obedience to the law presupiioses three things. First, 
that a law is given. Secondly, that external circumstances 
are so disposed that the observance of the law is practicable; 
and, thirdly, that there be willingness to obey. The two first 
existed in Abraham, as perfectly as in his descendants. The 
third could only be formed in the people of Israel, by the 
events of several centuries, confirming the promises to the 
obedient, and the threats denounced against the disobedient. 
Israel is at length grown wise by experience, and the time 
draws near, when the Messiah shall come to deliver his pc^o- 
ple from oppression, and bless all nations of the earth by 
means of the law. But Abraham needed no such discipline 
-•— he practised voluntary obedience." 

** By Apollo," said Myron, " thou speakest wisely !" 

« Such a man," pursued Elisama, " do we venerate in our 
great progenitor. Is there any people that can produce one 
like him ? In him everything was united essential to that 
happiness which is attainable only by the law. For this rea- 
son, also, he received the promise from Jehovah, that in his 
seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed. Abraham 
was to become a people, and that [>eople must attain the 
righteousness of Abraham. But with a people such a change 
must be progressive. Israel first of all received the law on 
Biuai, then the promised laud and a temple ; and only through 
a long course of discipline learnt to obey the law willingly. 
These three periods, together with the end which is yiet to 
come, and the beginning in Abraham, form the Series of Jew« 
ish history. You Greeks like to have things presented to you 
in such arranged and compi-ehensive views." 

^ With good reason," exclaimed Myron, who had all that 
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euriosjty for knowledge of every kind, which was the char- 
acteristic of his nation. ^ And now, my venerable Elisama, 
I would fain hear froto thee the whole history of thy people, 
arranged according to the plan which thou hast traced. Ere 
we reach. Gaza, we shall pass many an hour together, at the 
places of encampment, which might be so employed, agreea- 
bly to us all. You will delight in an opportunity of relating 
what redounds so much to the honor of your people ; He{on 
will listen as gladly as you will relate ; and I shall rejoice in an 
c^)portunity of hearing a connected narrative of your history." 

" As thou wilt, Myron," said Elisama ; " in the hope that you 
Greeks may also Jeam to value duly the chosen people of 
Jehovah. It is only of the history of such a people as Israel, 
that such an orderly developement can be made ; it iß neces- 
sary for this purpose that God himself should have taught us 
what plan of his he designs a nation to fulfil. Of Israel he 
declared this, even when he had no political existence ; and 
we need only open our eyes upon his history, in order to 
perceive the progressive accomplishment of the promise. 
The Messiah, when he comes, will perhaps teach us to what 
purpose Greeks, Romans, and Egyptians have existed. I 
know not what it may be, but this I know, that theirs must be 
a subordinate part, find an inferior destination to that of Israel. 
This I tell you frankly, and you will see the proo& of it still 
more strongly in the history itself. Are you satisfied with it ?" 

" Only begin your discourse," said Myron, ^ and I promise 
you to listen, as the Hellenic nation listened to Herodotus, 
when he recited his history at'the Olympic games. A Greek 
of Athenian blood, a pupil as I boast myself to be, of the 
Alexandrian philosophy, knows no greater pleasure than to 
acquire knowledge, wherever he may find it. Pythagoras 
travelled into the east, and Plato visited Egypt and Italy. 
Conversation is the life of life ; and a discourse which is regr 
iilariy renewed should have some fixed object, by which it 
may be resumed at each successive opportunity. Do us then 
this ftvor, and relate the history of your nation." 

Helon had been sitting absorbed in thought on what he had 
3» 
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heard from his uncle. << What a noble subject^" be now ex- 
claimed, ^for our conversation on our pilgrimage to th^e 
PasBOTer ! What an excellent preparation for the momentous 
times which are approaching! Truly^ *days should speak, 
and length of years give understanding.' Hqw profound is 
the discernment of those ' whose delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and who meditate upon it day and night T Begin, then, 
dearest uncle, and speak of the glories of our forefathers.*^ 

^ Youths,** said Elisama, " I will not refuse your request, 
though ye praise me too much. I call to mind the psalm of 
Asaph, which I will rehearse to thee, Myron« 

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching ! 

lacltne your ears to the words of my montli ! 

I will open my mouth io parables ; 

I will declare the histories of old, 

Which we have known and heardt 

Which our fathers have told us 

That We miglit not hide them from their children. 

Showing to the generation to come the praise of Jehovah, 

His strength^ and the wonders he hath done. 

He established a testimony in Jacob, 

And appointed a law in Israel, 

Which he commanded »ur fathers . 

That they should make known to Iheir children } 

That the generation to come might know them, the sons which should be 

born} 
That when grown up they might declare them to their children, 
That tbey might set Iheir hope in God, 
And not forget the works of God,* * 
And keep his ciMnmandmeats.— >Pa. Ixzviii. 

**• Israel is rich in such psalms as this. The history of our 
naüon lives in their poetry: it is interwoven with their 
prayers, it is the ground-work <^ doctrine and the theme of 
narrative ; all.our festivals rest upon it as their basis, and 
nothing great or important can take place in Israel, which 
has not a historical reference. The cause of this lies in the 
promise of Jehovah and in its fulfilment. We seek our wis- 
dom in the revelation which God has given us — ye seek it in 
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your own reflections : hence our wisdom is historical, youn 
speculative. What we know of God and of his law, was 
communicated to us through the discourses of God to our 
fathers, or derived from the observation of his dealings with 
them« It is therefore a bold undertaking in which I engage, 
ta relate the history of our nation, and I must stipulate be- 
forehand that you will not expect from me auythiog like a 
perfect view of it in the halts of a caravan. You must also 
permit me, Myron, to go on, after the oriental manner, in an 
unbrc^en narrative, which besides better suits a history, than 
that dialogue form, interrupted by question «nd objection, in 
which you Greeks so much delight There will be time for 
these when my narrative is ended.** 

^ Make what stipulations thou ^vilt," said Myron,^ ^ only 
begin." 

^For today," said Klisama, resuming, <' I must confine 
myself to the patriarchs, not only because our discourse. has 
been accidentally led to them, but because the knowledge of 
their history is absolutely necessary to understand what 
follows. 

. .<< Our father Abraham is at once the. last star in the night 
of primeval history, and the moniing star which announces 
the approaching day. The history of the creation and the 
fäll you have doubtless heard already in the Bruchium ; for I 
am. told that both your philosophers and our Hellenists em- 
ploy themselves very diligently upon it ; and 1 mast lament, 
that, leaving the true path of knowledge, they should prize 
the interpretations of the heathens above the genuine word of 
Jehovah. But enough of these men. * 

. "^ Notwithstanding the fall of our first parents, they had 
still a just knowledge of God and of his will, connected with 
his promise, that the seed of the woman should bruise the 
head of the serpent. But when Cam was compelled to flee 
from bis father's house, unwilling to relate to his children the 
story of his own fratricide, be represented himself as the 
origin of the human race, on which account his descendants, 
who had been brought up in his sins, called themselves the 
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Sons of Men ; in contradistinction to which, the children <if 
the other sons of Adam, Who were acquainted with the his- 
tory of the creation, called themselves Sons of God, By" the 
sins of these sons of men, and their mixture with the sons of 
God, iniquity became so prevalent upon the earth, that Jeho- 
vah sent a deluge, in which only Noah and his family were 
saved. In him and the descendants of his son Shem alone,' 
was the true knowledge preserved, when the former iniquities 
again obtained the ascendency among other nations, and they 
fell into idolatry. When the true religion began to give way 
before the false, even in Ur of the Cbaldees, where Abram the 
son of Terah lived, Jehovah bade him leave his native 
country and his father's house, to go to a Innd which the 
Lord should show him. That land was Canaan. This Abram 
is our father Abraham, who lyhen he arrived at Bethel, erected 
a tabernacle there, und built an altar, and proclaimed the 
name of the Lord. The Lord appeared often unto him and 
proved his faith : ten of these trials are recorded in scrfpture. 
Tfie severest of them was that in which he was commanded 
to offer up his son Isaac, in whom the promise was to be fiil- 
fiUed. But his steadfastness in all these trials made him 
worthy that on him all these promises should rest. God pro- 
mised him, in the person of his descendants, the land of 
Canaan, which on this account, we still call the Land of 
Promise. The Lord made him to come forth from his tent, 
and said, * Look towards heaven, and see if thou canst count 
the stars thereof — such shall thy seed be.'* On the same 
day the Lord made a covenant with Abraham, and said, * To 
thy seed will I give this land from the river of £gypt unto 
the great river Euphrates.' But these promises, to tnake his 
posterity a mighty nation and to give them a fair country for 
their inheritance, had their motive in a yet higher promise. 
After he had endured, with such noble firmness and resigna- 
tion, the most grievous of all his trials, God said unto him, 
< In thy seed shall all the nation^ of the earth be blessed.'f 

• Geo. XV. 5. t Gen. xxii. 18. 
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This prophecy is the radiant point of Jewish history. Derer 
ohscured through all the vicissitudes of our condition, nay, 
wonderful to relate, shining most brightly in the very circum- 
stances which seemed most unauspidious for its fulfilment. 
The promise was renewed to his son Isaac, and his grandson 
Jacob ; its import involves the history of the whole human 
race. Abraham stood alone in his knowledge and his wor- 
ship of the one true God ; exciept indeed that he found at 
Salem, the present Jerusalem, a single priest of the Most 
High, the king Melchisedec. It was necessary therefore that 
the people of the promise should separate themselves from 
all other nations, even from the rest of Abrahanj's descend- 
ants. In Isaac they separated themselves from Ishmael and 
his children; in Jacob from Esau and his children, the 
£domites : for thus only could they continue to be the people 
of the promise. 

^ How great and dignified does the patriarch appear, in 
whom were united all those qualities, to which his descend- 
ants could only be formed by the la|)se of a thousand years 
— the knowledge of the will of Jehovah from his own imme- 
diate communication ; ib his own house, and its precincts, a 
temple ; unlimited faith and unreserved obedience ! 

^ While I mention these three distinguishing characteristics 
of the patriarch, I cannot help dwelling more particularly on 
the second, of which I am reminded by the contrast of our 
life in Egypt ; and because our present situation, living in 
tents and caravans in the desert, has some analogy with his. 
His whole dwelling, and the region in which for the time he 
had his abode, were consecrated as a temple by the manifes- 
tations of Jehovah. The manifold complexity of relations 
and collision of interests, which are so burdensome in the life 
of men in cities, were unknown to him, in the simple grand- 
eur of his pastoral state. His days flowed on in intercourse 
with God, amidst the groves, the hills and the plains of the 
finest countries of the East. Now he dwells nfK>n the lofty 
side of Lebanon, near the cedars that pierce the heavens ; on 
the approach of the rainy season, he drives his herds to th« 
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warmer pitiii» of Jordan. He is in the fields with the earliest 
glow of morning, and his simple tent is designed only for 
shelter at night, and during the rain. Three hnndred and 
eighteen servants, born in his house,* feed his countless 
flocks of sheep and goats, his herds of cattle, asses and cam- 
ela In tHefairest part of the pasture the dark brown tents 
are pitched, and in the midst of them the tont of the patriarch. 
Seldom does he come into a city ; for cities are the abodes of 
corruption. If a stranger makes his appearance, he U hospi- 
tably received, the falling of the flock is killed, and while 
the patriarch's own hands prepare it for food, Sarah bakes 
cakes upon the hearth ; the guest is feasted, and not till he 
has eaten and been satisfied is he asked who he is. Benevo- 
lence guides all his actions. If he falls in with another body 
of roving shepherds, he says to Lot, *• Why should there be 
strife betwixt me and thee ; if thou wilt go to the left liand| 
I will go to the right ; or if thou wilt go to the right hand, I 
will go to the leA.' Independent of all without, he rules as a 
king in his own house : but his highest dignity is that he is also 
a prieöt there. He walks before God with a perfect heart: to 
him he repairs in danger and in joy, to him he offers thanks, 
to his command he is ready to sacrifice his dearest hopes ; to 
him he erects altars, raises ttiemorials of his providential 
guidance, and proclaims his name. And Jehovah dwells 
with his servant Abraham, he appears to him, and blesses 
him in all things; he discloses the future to him, and says, 
* Shall I hide from Abraham that which I am about to do, 
seeing that he shall become a great and mighty nation ; ami 
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him ? For I 
know him that he will command his children and his house- 
hokl after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, and 
do what is just and righteous, that the Lord may accomplish 
unto Abraham thai which he hath spoken of him.'f 

" Thus he lived a complete century in Canaan ; he came 
tbitber not as an old man, but in the prime of life, in his 

* Geo. xiv. I'k t Gen. xviii. 17« 
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seventy-fifth year, and In his hundred and seventieth year 
he died, in a good old age, and was gathered to his people. 

*< His son Isaac and his grandson Jacoh led the same 
patriarchal life. Both took to ttiemselves wives from the 
Bative country of Ahraham, that they might form no connex- 
ion with the Canaanites. Jehovah appeared to both of them, 
and their lives throughout, in an equal degree, were simple 
and happy, like that of Abraham. 

*< Such was the origin of our nation, and half the world 
joins with us to extol our great progenitor. The Magi of 
Persia ; the Arabs, the sons of Ishraael, and the Edomites, 
the children of Esau, even Egypt itself celebrates the wisdom 
of Abraham, and the whole East praises his name. 

" But the sun is already high in tho heavens, the slaves are 
waiting for us with the food, and-an old man needs rest 
before he undertakes a further journey." 

The slaves brought the victuals prepared in the Jewish 
fashion, the round piece of leather was spread upon the 
ground ; they sat around it, ate, and were satisfied. Myron 
often wished to renew the conversation, but Elisama did not 
speak during the meal, and Helen Was lost in reflections on 
the glory of his nation, and in anticipation of the delight of 
8o6n standing where Abraham and Isaac had talked with 
God. 

After the meal they all laid themselves down during the 
heat of noon. The evening came — but hardly had the 
night begun, when, at the fourth hour (about ten of our reck- 
oning) the trumpets sounded for the first time. The tent 
was struck, the camels loaded, the travellers mounted their 
horses, each party resumed their former station in the line, 
and about midnight, after the third blast, they broke up from 
Gerrha. On account of the heat, caravans travel chiefly at 
night, and halt during the hottest time of the day. The 
inarch was now more orderly and peaceable. The flames 
flashed from the burning pitch-ketttes which were borne 
alofl, and threw their light over the desert. It was an 
attractive sight, to behold them like scattered suns, along a 
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line of march extending for several thousand paces, and to 
see men and beasts travelling onward through the night hy 
their ruddy gleam. Their journey lay this night and every 
night, as far as Gaza, a1oi% the seo, whose distant thunder 
was occasionally heard, mingling with the songs of the slaves 
and the bells, of the camels. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE HALT AT CÄSIUM. 

In the morning our travellers found themselves in the 
neighborhood of Cäsium. The march had not been long, 
but the situations of the wells determine the halts of the car- 
avans! Near the town a laiqge sand-hill extended into the 
sea, on the point of which was built the temple of Jupiter 
Casius. The active Greek set off, though the distance was 
considerable, not for the purpose of worshipping there, but of 
examining it as a work of art. Helon felt no desire to accom* 
pany him, for on a journey to Jerusalem, and in his present 
state of mind, it seemed to him nothing less than a sin to visit 
a heathen temple, even for the gratification of his curiosity. 
Elisama praised his determination, and reminded him of the 
reproof delivered by the mouth of Jeremiah, '< Thou hast 
always broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands ; and hast said, I 
will not be restrained, but on every high hill and every green 
tree thou hiist gone after idolatry."* In the mean time Elis- 
ama began, and Helen devoutly joined in singing the hundred 
and sixth psalm, which describes the journey, the wilderness, 
and the disobedience of Israel. '* It is well," sajd Elisama^ 
when they had done, **tbat our Greek is not here, or his nas- 
cent reverence for our people 4fnight be stopped in its growth. 
I must confess his society was at ürst very burthensome to 

• Jer. ii. 20. 
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me, but be is more open to the reception of the truth than I 
had given him credit for being, and I have hopes that he may 
become a stranger of the gate." 

Myron returned full of admiration of the precious works of 
art which he had found in the temple of the Casian Jupiter, 
in which however, as a connoisseur, he found of course, 
something to blame. At the meal the discourse of Helen and 
Myron (for £]isama was too oriental in his habits to talk at 
such a time) turned upon the ancient Goshen, in whose limits 
they now supposed themselves to be. They agreed that at 
the distance of fourteen hundred years it was very difficult to 
identify it, but that probably it was the district of Lower 
Egypt which is bounded by the sea^ by the eastern branch of 
the Nile at Pelusium, and by the river of Egypt, and that it 
perhaps ascended as far as Heliopolis to the south. 

When they awoke towards evening, refreshed by their 
sleep, the conversation respecting Goshen was resumed. 
Elisama^ seated upon his carpet, thus took up the discourse : 

'^ It seems then that we are at least on the skirts of that 
fruitful district of pasturage, in which the children of Abra- 
ham sojourned, andiwhere they grew from a family to a people. 
Thou hast already heard^ Myron, that our father Jacob came 
down to Egypt,, with seventy persons, to his son Joseph, wlio 
had preserved the land of Pharaoh, by his wise precautions, 
from the miseries of famine; that two hundred and fifteen 
years after Jacob went down into Egypt, and four hundred 
and thirty years after Abraham left his native country at 
God's command, six hundred and three thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty fighting men of the Israelites quitted Egypt, 
without reckoning the twentytwo thousand Levites, or the 
women and children. During these four hundred and thirty 
years Israel grew into a nation. 

^ In order that the promise of Jehovah, * that all nations 
should be blessed in Abraham,' might be accomplished, it may 
easily be conceived that it was necessary that Abraham should 
become a people. But there was no country where it could 
have been accomplished in so short a time as in this» Canaan 
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was already M]y peopled, but in Goshen there was ample 
room for them to increase and spread. The Canaanites would 
nut have looked on quietly for so many years, and have wit- 
nessed their increase, whereas the Egyptians would feel 
themselves bound by gratitude to Joseph, at least during the 
first century after his death, to abstain from any injury towards 
his nation. Nowhere else could Israel have been kept so free 
from mixture with other nations, as in the neighborhood of 
the Egyptians, whose religion inspired them with a horror of 
pastoral tribes. The land was at the same time fruitful, tfnd 
facilitated the existence of numerous families. Finally, Egypt 
already possessed a civil polity more perfect than existed at 
that time in any other country ; and though no human means 
were necessary to form a lawgiver for Israel, yet by constantly 
observing a people living under a constitution which regu- 
lated the rights and duties of even the lowest of the people, 
the Israelites were prepared to value and receive a similar 
constitution them8elve& 

^ When therefore Israel had become a numerous people, 
and began to feel the want of a system of laws, Divine Provi- 
dence so arranged circumstances, as to «waken in them a 
longing for freedom and for the promised land. The Phara- 
ohs inhumanly oppressed them, and made their lives bitter to 
them, by labor in brick and tile, and in all manner of service 
in the field. At length it was even given in command to the 
midwives to kill all the male infants. This was indeed, in 
one point of view, only a just punishment for the guilt of 
Israel, in worshipping the sacred animals of the Egyptians, 
and leaving the service of the true God: but as calamity, by 
the wise ordinance of Jehovah, servfes at once for punishment 
and deliverance,, the cruelty of the Egyptians proved the 
means of Israel's deliverance and exaltation. 

*^ God raised up Moses and laid his spirit upon him. After 
the command of Pharaoh for the murder of the male infants, 
he was exposed by his parents among the reeds of the Njle^ 
and rescued in a wonderful manner by the king's own daughter. 
At die royal court, where he was brought up, he became ac- 
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quainted with ail the wisdom of the Egyptians. When forty - 
years of age, hurried away by sympathy for his suffering 
countrymen, whom even at Pharaoh's court he had not for- 
gotten, he slew an Egyptian who was committing an outrage 
upon an Israelite, and was compelled to flee. He took refuge 
in the wilderness, and by a pastoral life of forty years formed 
his mind in solitude and amidst the sublimities of nature, 
where only a faint remembrance of the world remained to 
him, and thoughts of God filled his soul. Here God appeared 
to him in mount Horeb, in a bush that burned with fire and 
yet was not consumed,^ and called him to be Israel's leader 
and deliverer. 

" His apprehension of his own unworthiuess was removed, 
and the Lord made known his name unto him ; I wili. be 
THAT I WILL BE. Hc bogau the great work, and at the first 
step had to contend with the unsteadiness of Israel, which, 
during the remaining forty years, of his life, occasioned him 
no less trouble than the assaults of their enemies. Pharaoh 
refused to let the people go, and nine plagues in succession, 
which Jehovah denounced by Moses, and then brought upon 
the land, were able only for a time to overcome Israel's 
fickleness and Pharaoh's obstinacy. At last the tenth was 
inflicted, and on the fourteenth of the month Nisan, Israel, 
with their wives and their children, and all their possessions, 
came out from the house of bondage in Egypt, and passed 
through the Red Sea, in which the Egyptians, following 
them, were drowned. This is, of all the events in the history 
of our nation, the most important, from its connexion with 
the giving of the law which immediately followed. -We 
keep the feast of the Passover in remembrance of this event. 
Our great leader was also a poet, and sang the follovying song, 
the oldest and the noblest ode of victory tliat the world can 
show: 

I sing unto the Lord for he Is great — 
Chariot and horse he hath thrown into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength, my song, my salvation j 
He is my God, aiid 1 wili sing praise unto him, 
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My father's God, and I will exalt him. 

Jehovah is mighty in war, 

Jehovah is his name. 

Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea, 

His chosen captains are drowned hi the Red Sea. 

The depths have covered them, 

They sank to the bottom as a st^ne. 

'I'hy right-hand, O Johovah, is become glorious in power, 

Thy right-hand, O Jehovah, haih dashed in pieces the enemy. 

In the greatness of thy miglil iltou overthrowest them that rise up against 
thre, 

Thou sendest forth thy wrath which consumeth them as stubble. 

With the blast of thy nostrils the- waters- were gathered togetb<T, • 

The floods stood upright as a heup, 

I'he waves were congealed in the depths of the sea. 

The enemy said,^ 
I will pursue 1 will overtake, I will divide the spoil, 
My desire shall be gratified upon them, I will draw my sword, my hand 

shall destroy them. 
Thou didst blow with thy breath, the sea covered them, 
Tbey sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods ? 
Who is like unto thee, gloiious in holiness, fearful in, praises, doing 

wouders ? 
Thou strctchodst out thy right-hand — the earlh swallowed them. 
Thou hast led forth ij thy mercy th^' redeemed peopK^, 
Thou hast guided them in ( hy strength unto thy holy place 3 
The people hear and are afraid. 

Anxiety taketh hold on the inhabitants of the laud of the Philistines 3 
The princes of Edom quake, . 
Terror takclh hold on the mighty men of Moab, 
All the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. 
Let fear and dread fall upon them, by thy mighty arm, 
Let them become stiff ^as stone, 
Till thy people pass over, O Lord, 
Till the people which thou hast purchased pass oyer. 
Bring them in, plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, 
To the place of thy dwelling which thoo thyself hast prepared, 
To the sanctuary which thy hands have built. 
Jehovah reigns for ever and ever,— Exod. xv. 

" Israel was now made free. But this was scarcely accotn- 
plished when it was inaile also a holy nation, aud op the 



< 
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fiftieth day after the departure from Egypt, God gave to our 
ftithers that treasure which hallows them above every other 
l^ople, the law upon mount Sinai. ^ Yonder in the desert, in 
the midst of a sandy and naked region, rises a mountain , 
with two summits, of which the lower is called Horeb,the 
higher Sinai. Northward from them are two valleys, termin- 
ating in a plain, in which the people were encamped. In this 
impressive solitude, cut off from all other nations of tlie 
earth, surrounded with steep and pointed rocks, beneath a 
burning sky, amidst the thunders and the lightnings of Jeho- 
vah's presence, they received the law. 

" Jehovah declared to Moses that Israel should be to him a 
kingdom of priests and a holy people.* For this purpose 
they were commanded to wash tlieir garments and keep 
themselves holy to the third day, and it was forbidden that 
man or beast should ascend the mountain, or even touch it 
with bis foot. The third'day came. -Early in the morning 
'there were thunders and lightnings and a thick doud upon 
the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud, so 
that all the people that were in the camp trembled. And 
Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet God ; 
and they stood atthe lower part of the mount. And mount 
Sinai was altogether in a smoke, because the Lord deseended 
upon it In fire, and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke 
of a furnax*e, and the whole mount trembled greatly. And 
the voice of the trumpet mounded long, and grew louder, and 
Moses spake, and the Lord answered him with a voice.' 

** Awful preparations ! symbols of the presence of Jehovah i 
who drew near to give the law. While Jje thus displayed 
himself in all the terrific majesty of heaven on the loftiest 
pinnacle of the land ': and the people, overwhelmed with 
terror, felt their own feebleness before him, be gave to 
Moses the tables with the ten oomfnandments, and after« 
wards the rest of the law ; and all was concluded with a 
promise to the obedient, and the threat, < Cursed be he that. 

•Exod.xii. 6. 
4* 
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ful.filleth not all the words of this law to doit. And all 
the people shall say Amen.' 

^* The whole constitution and legislation of Israel res^ on 
the relation of the people to God as their king. From the 
covenant between them arose a twofold authority. Aaron 
was the first iiigh priest and Moses the first chief. The high 
priest conducted the worship of the people before Jehovah ; 
the chief directed their civil and military afiairs. Their 
employment in the land which they were to. occupy was to 
be agriculture. 

" But the Jews, who had been corrupted by living in Egypt, 
were not fit subjects for such a constitution. It was necessary 
that a new generation should arise, and for this purpose 
Moses led them foity years backward and forward .in the 
wilderness, and only two, of who^ he himself was not one, 
came into the promised land. Forty-four stations in the 
desert are reckoned up, in which they successively encamped, 
as we do now ; and it was only by the severest discipline 
that they could be retained in obedience. Often was Jehovah 
compelled to visit them with heavy calamities, and sweep 
them away by thousands. Yet he never ceased also to 
perform miracles of mercy and almighty power upon them. 

*< Amidst all these sins of the . people, in their forty years' 
wandering in the wilderness, Moses was the representative of 
the divine authority, and the medium of divine communica- 
tion. Against him the fury of the rebellious people was 
vented, and by him Jehovah both blessed and punished them. 
Moses stood among them, like a rock in the desert, a wonder 
or rather a miracle of firnmess combined with meekness, 
steadfast resolution, with, wise indulgence, absolute submission 
to God, with boldness and determination in the guidance of 
the {»eople. In the long and unhappy period of forty years 
of wandering, he displayed the aptitude for command which 
his kingly education had given him, joined with that love to 
hissuflTering couutrymen, with which be could only liave 
been inspired by being a native Jew. 

*'Ue died on mount Nebo, in the sight ofthat land for 
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whieb he had done and suffered all to which human strength 
was equal. H» eye was permitted to behold it, but not his 
foot to tread its soil. Firm «s he was in acting and in auff- 
ing, he had once allowed himself to be overcome, and there- 
fore he was not permitted to attain the end of his journey, or 
go to his rest in Canaan. Perhaps it was also the will of 
God, that the bands which had been stretched out over the 
Red Sea, which had received the tables of the law from Je- 
hovah, and had built hi» tabernacle, should not be stained by 
the blood of the Canaanites, Even in the battle with Amalek, 
these hands were only lifted up in the attitude of prayer.* 
This is the first period of the history of our people." 

** Our l>est thanks belong to thee, venerable old man," said 
Myron, ^ for the relation of it, and I can readily believe, that 
the history of thy nation has more in it than is commonly 
supposed. It was, I must confess, in a very diflferent way 
that Lycurgus, Solon, Nu ma Pompilius, and even Pythagoras 
himself gave their laws. There is something grand, exalted 
and divine, in the manner in which Moses speaks and acts. 
But permit me to remind you, that though you mentioned his 
being brought up at the court of Pharaoh, and instructed in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians, you have given us no hint 
that he may have learned mach from the pillars of Isis, and 
that an imitation of the Egyptian polity is everywhere con- 
spicuous in your law, especially in the double power of the 
king and tlie priest, the institution of the sacerdotal caste, the 
encouragement given to agriculture, your festivals, and many 
other particulars." 

<< I gave no hint of it," said Elisama, << because in tliis sense 
it does not exist. To say nothing of its being as yet an unde- 
termined point, whether the Jews learned these things from 
the Egyptians, or the Egyptians from the Jews ; 1 will suppose 
that the wisdom of the Egyptians is of that high antiquity 
which you ascribe to it, and maintain that Jehovah wisely 
chose institutions for his people not too remote from those 

*Exod. xvU. 11. 
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to which they were accustomed ; that some things, which 
were for higher reasons essential in the Jewish economy,- 
faave an accidental coincidence with circumstances of the 
Egyptian customs. But disregarding outward and accidental 
^hings, let the spirit of the two systems be compared, and you 
will find that one is the spirit of God, and the other the spirit 
of the world. In our religion there is no worship of animals 
or of images, no polytheism, no secret doctrines of the priests. 
These are essenfial points, which show that the legislation of 
Moses must have had a higher origin, and was not learned 
by him from any other nation. Would it, besides, be sur- 
prising if^ in giving a divine revelation to his people, Jehovah 
should have chosen a form ibr its communication, in which, 
as being familiar to them, they would more readily adopt it ? 
Though this form was of human invention, it was purified 
and hallowed by God's adoption of it." 



CHAPTER V. 

THE HALT AT OSTRACINE. 

Tue march began, as usual, about midnight, and terminated 
at Ostracine. They had not proceeded far from Casiuin, 
when they reached the lake Sirbonis, whose surface was so 
covered with the drifted sand, that they had difficulty in distin- 
guishing it, in the darkness, from the surrounding wilderness. 
A few Sabbath-days' journeys further on, they came to a green, 
fertile and blooming vale, called Lftrish, in the midst of die 
desert, like a flower growing in the sand. A small brook 
discharges itself by this valley into the lake Sirbonis, hi 
summer, it is commonly dry; now its clear waters were 
flowing, and the stars were reflected in them. Elisama 
checked his horse, as they were about to cross it, and called 
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to Helou« " Farewell to Egypt ! this is the boupdary ; I cross 
the river of Egypt!" 

There seetned.to be something melaDcholy in his tone, as 
if the parting were painful^ notwithstanding his approach to 
the Holy Land. The ominous anticipations of Helen's mother 
occurred to him, and though at Alexandria he had de- 
spised them as female weakness, he could not shake them 
off, Helen called aloud, with an animated voice, so that all 
before and behind might hear him, "Farewell, Egypt ; I see 
thee not again — or only as a new man !" He rode forward, 
giving himself up to the imaginations of his own mind, to 
which there was Eomething of a fascinating interest in this 
nightly procession, amidst songs near and distant, the meas- 
ured tinkling of the bells, beneath the glimmering light of the 
stars, and ruddy gleams of pitch-kettles, which deepened the 
surrounding shadows. He felt now more than ever that he 
had left Egypt behind, and was surprised at the almost poeti- 
cal enthusiasm which began to be awakened within him. 

Two hours after sunrise^ they arrived at Ostracine. No 
one was wearied. The tent was pitched, and they laid them- 
selves under it. Helen was full of the animating reflections 
which the journey in the night had excited in him ; and 
Elisama still under the influence of the melancholy which 
had seized him at the river of Egypt. ^ All emotions are 
durable in the mind of an oriental, and he does not quickly 
part either with bis sorrow or his joy. Yet all were full of 
alacrity, and Myron, as usual, the first to speak, began thus: 

" 1 shall rejoice, Elisama, to hear the continuation of your 
narrative. I presume we would all rather speak and hear, 
than sleep." 

" Listen, then," said Elisama, " and perhaps the narrative 
njay enable me to throw off the melancholy that weighs upon 
me. I related to you, at C^ium, that Jehovah had given the 
law to our nation, in preference to every other, as their inher- 
itance, and their treasure. But though given, much was yet 
necessary in order that the law should be obeyed. It was not 
in every land, nor under all circumstances, practicable to walk 
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blameless in all the commandments of the Lord. The whole 
legislation on mount Sinai bad a reference to the future con- 
dition of Israel in Canaan, where those circumstances, under 
which alone the law could be fulfilled, either already exists, 
or were to be produced. 

" First of all, it was necessary that the land of Canaan, 
which was still occupied by many native ^tribes, should be 
conquered. Moses, the man < with whom Jehovah talked as 
a man talketh with a friend,'* was dead. But he had left his 
people the law, and an ardent longing for rest in the land of 
which he had presented so attractive a picture ; and, besides 
all this, he had left them a valiant successor to himself^ Joshua, 
the son of Nun, who, with Caleb, had alone been found wor- 
thy, among so many thousands, to enter into the promised 
land. Joshua was not a second Moses; for a prophet like 
him has not since arisen in Israel, who had known God face 
to face. But tho Lord calls him a man in whom his spirit 
is, and commands Moses ' to lay his hands upon him, and 
present him to the priest Eleazar, and the whole congregation, 
and put his glory upon him, that all the children of Israel 
might obey him.'f This Moses had done, and when he died 
the Lord confirmed tlie appointment, and said to Joshua, 
' Be strong, and of good courage, and thou shalt divide unto 
this people the land which I have sworn unto their father to 
give them.' 

" By him, accordingly, the conquest of the land of promise 
was accomplished. The terror of the Lord went before him ; 
the swelling Jordan divided to let him and the people pass* 
Jericho and A'l fell before him, in a manner equally wonder- 
ful and terrific, and the march of the victorious army pro- 
ceeded without a check to Sichern, which Jacob had given to 
Joseph. The craft of the Gibeonites and their neighbors 
saved their lives, but furnished Israel with the A*e<Atmm, the 
hewers of wood and drawers of water.J Thus he smote one 
and thirty kings, and divided tbe land among the tribes, estab- 

* f^xod. xxxiii. U, f Num. xxvli, 23. | Josh. ix. 
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lilted cities of refuge, and built Timtiath-Serah on the bills 
of Ephraim.* The tribes of Gad and Reuben, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh, received their inheritance on tlie eastern 
side of the Jordan ; but, on condition that forty thousand men 
from among them should assist in the conquest of the country 
on the other side, and on their return should erect, near the 
Jordan, a monument of their having partaken in the war with 
their brethren. A short time before his death, he held a gen- 
eral assembly of the people, in which he made Israel renew 
the covenant with Jehovah.f When he died, he bequeathed 
to fourteen judges, who ruled Tsrael in succession, the difficult 
duty of upholding what he had established. The people, not 
yet sufficiently confirmed in the law, since more was neces- 
sary for this purpose than the mere possession of the land, 
allowed themselves to be seduced into the idolatry of the 
Canaanitesj From withont, the Mesopotamians, Moabites, 
Canaanites of the north, Midianites, Amalekites, Amonites, 
and Philistines, harassed and subdued the yet unconsolidated 
nation. In this way nearly five hundred years elapsed, in 
which fourteen heroes and sages, whom we call Judges, arose, 
and each, in their time, employed their energies in opposing 
the universal corruption, or delivering the people from op- 
pression. So much did it cost to secure the possession of the 
|>ortion wliich Jehovah had given to his people! Samuel 
closes this list of heroes, a man on whom, in a peculiar man- 
ner, the spirit of the Lord rested, and who, under the influence 
of this spirit, established schools of the prophets, to perpetu- 
ate the knowledge of the law. 

'* Thus was the land acquired ; but there was still wanting 
a civil constitution, and a vigorous executive government. 
Jehovah alone would be their king ; but the people felt the 
necessity that this dignity should be embodied to them in 
the person of one from among themselves. Samuel disap" 
proved this imitation of the customs of the heathens, but he 
was compelled to yield, and anointed first Saul, and then 

* Josh. x\x. 49. t Josh. xxm. zxiv. 
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David, king. In the whole history of our natiou, there is no 
character that takes a more powerful *4io1d of human sympa» 
tbies than David, from his. youth and his friendship, his he- 
roic spirit, his conquests and institutions, his weaknesses and 
his sufferings. Scripture calls him * a roan after God's own 
heart.' Under him the promise of Crod to Abraham was 
» fulfilled in a large sense, and from the river of Egypt to the 
great river Euphrates, the whole country was subject to Israel. 
But he did still more. He became the central point to all 
the tribes who had hitherto lived in nominal federation and 
virtual independence. He united all the five millions of his 
subjects by a common bond, and made Jerusalem the capital. 
For the first time, under him, it was possible to observe the 
^ civil laws of Moses. Joshua had conquered a country for 
% the law, but David established a state for it 
*}f *' Still one thing was wanting, the temple, in which the 

glory of the Lord should dwell. David had already made 
preparations for the building of a temple, but it was not the 
pleasure of Jehovah that he should erect it. It was reserved 
for Solomon his son, to be the third, who, after Joshua 
and David, should furnish the last and most important of 
those means which were still wanting to make the external 
observance of the law practicable. And how did he perform 
this duty ! In what strains do our sacred books speak of his 
wisdom, of his riches and of the unparalleled splendor of his 
temple ! Kings and queens came from afar to behold this 
wonder of the world. 

" The reign of Solomon wjis the era in which all was ful- 
filled, which Israel could still desire ; in which everything 
iinited to give external dignity to the worship of Jehovah. 
The country was tranquil within, and at peace with its neigh- 
bors, governed by its king with wisdom, and united by the 
temple, which served as a central point to the whole nation. 
This is the most splendid era of our history, and when an 
Israelite pictures to himself days of happiness and prosperity, 
it is under the image of the reign of Solomon. 

<^ The Books of Kings relate, that at Solomon's entrance en 
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his kingly office, after be had sacrificed a thousand hurnt 
offerings on th'e hills of Gibeon, Jehovah appeared to him in 
a dream,* and asked him what he should give him. Solomon, 
in his humility, calls himself a little child, wlio knew not how 
to go out orto come in, and asks only an understanding heart, 
to discern good from evil. And the answer of Solomon pleas* 
ed the Lord, and God said unto him, * Because thou hast asked 
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life, nor riclies, 
nor the life of thine enemies, but hast asked understanding to 
discern judgment, behold I have given thee a wise and un- 
derstanding heart, so that there was none like thee before 
thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. And I 
have given thee also that which thou hast not asked, both 
riches and honor, so that there wt{S none like thee before thee, 
neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.' Accord- 
ingly we are told of his wisdom, *that he excelled all the 
children of the east ^ country and all the wisdom of EgypL 
For he was wiser than all men, than Ethan the Ezrahite, and 
Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda the sons of Mahol ; and hia 
fame was in all nations round about. And he spoke three 
thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five; 
and he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon, 
to the hyssop that springeth out of the wall : he spake also 
of beasts, and of fowl, and of insects, and of fishes. And 
there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon 
from all kings of the earth which had heard of his wisdom.^ 
'* The temple was a monument both of his wisdom and his 
wealth. Phoenicia excelled at that time all other nations of 
the earth in skill in the arts, and Solomon made a bargain with 
Hiram, king of Tyre, both for workmen and for cedar- wood 
from Lebanon. Solomon had seventy thousand men who 
carried burthens, and eighty thousand carpenters on the 
mountain, without reckoning the superintendants of the 
works. Seven years was this multitude employed upon the 
erection of the temple ; the foundation was laid in the fourth 

* Kings iii. 5. f Kings iv. 30. 

6 



50 THE HALT AT OST&ACINC. 

year of his reign, and it waa completed in the eleventbi 
Wlien it was finished, be assembled the elder» of Israel, and 
the heads of tribes/the chief of the fathers of the children of 
Israel, in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord out of the city of David. And the 
priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord into 
its place, unto the oracle of the house, to the most holy 
place, under the virings of the cherubim. And when Sol- 
omon had offered his incomparable dedication-prayer, and 
blessed the people, and had sacrificed oxen and sheep, he and 
all Israel held a feast, a great assemblage, before the Lord for 
fourteen days. 

*^ Thus was the second period of the history of our nation 
completed. In the first they received the law ; in the second 
they obtained a country, a king, and a temple. Now every 
man in Judah and in Israel might dwell securely under his 
own vine and his own fig-tree, from Dan to Beersheba, and 
serve Jehovah. We have next to see whether they did so. 
But I will break ofiTliere, that I may preserve unmingled the 
remembrance of those glorious days." 

*< Blessed be the Lord," exclamed Helon, "^ the King of the 
world, who vouchsafed such a time to his people !" 

*< It is not to be denied," said Myron, " that it must have 
been a joyful time in Jerusalem, and the whole land of Judea 
under Solomon. And yet your nation seems to me better 
fitted for a wandering life through the wilderness, such as 
was yesterday described to us." 

« Why so ?" asked Helon. 

" Because you knew not how to improve your goodfortune." 

Helon was astonished. 

<< I pity a people, so destitute of all taste and skill in the 
fine arts as yours. They want to build a temple and a bouse 
of the forest of Lebanon — gold and silver they have in abun- 
dance, but they are obliged to send for artists from Tyre ; 
they come, execute their works, and leave these behind them, 
without having communicated to your nation the smallest 
portion of their dexterity." 
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*< There have not been wanting amongst us in all ages," 
said Helon, ^ excellent artificers.*^ 

*' Single instances decide nothing," said Myron, << but a 
nation which, in its most flourishing period, is obliged to en- 
gage artists from foreign kings, and can do nothing by its own 
ingenuity and dexterity, is surely a poor and helpless race. 
How different from the great Hellenic people! Poetry in 
abundance I have indeed heard from you, but this is the only 
branch of art in which you have done, anything. No paint- 
ing, no statuary, no drama !" 

<*Thou speakest,** said £lisama, interposing angrily, ^Mike 
a blind heathen, and what I have so often intimated seems to 
have been lost upon thee. Israel w^as not designed, and never 
aimed, to excel in such worldly arts. It waste be a kingdom 
of priests and a holy jieople, to receive and to preserve the law 
of Jehovah ; and on this account he calls it his people, his 
Jeshurun, his beloved Israel. The time which other nations 
might devote to the culture of the elegant arts, Israel was to 
spend in the observance of the law. You have omitted all 
mention too of our music. This and our poetry are alone 
worthy to accompany the people before the presence of Je- 
hovah ; his temple must be splendid, but it was of no conse- 
quence that it was made so by foreign hands. Besides, the 
present temple, which yields little if at all to tlie former, was 
built by native artists ; and supposing that in Solomon's time 
architecture was unknown amongst us, could this skill be 
reasonably expected in a nation, which had struggled for 
five hundred years for the possession of the soil, which even 
then had not been completely united for more than half a 
century, and had passed a considerable portion even of that 
short time in intcnial commotion !" 

" You are unjust, Myron, in another respect," added He- 
Ion, <^ the state of the arts among a people should be judged 
of from that department, in which it has put forth its powers. 
Compare our poets with yours ; we have no need to fear the 
comparison." 
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«Bfeotiou to me then yoar Homer and SopbocleSy" said 
Myron. 

<<In those species of poetry our fathers have written noth- 
ing. But name to me a Greek, who has surpassed the odes 
of David, the elegies of Jeremiah, or the epigrams and scolia 
of Solomon. 

"^ I will read your poeti<," said Myron, " when I return to 
Alexandria, but it is impossible that a barbarian should rival 
the great masters of Greece." 

^ Compare, with a mind free from prejudice, as becomes a 
true critic of art, and you will be astonished at the lyric 
flights of our psalms, which leave Finder behind ; at the 
plaintive tenderness of Jeremiah, more deep and touching 
than that of Simonides. Remember, too, that this poetry of 
ours was never designed by its authors as a work of art, or a 
display of poetic power, but was the effusion of a mind swell- 
ing with the praise of Jehovah, lamenting its own, or its coun- 
try's sorrows, or intent upon enforcing the precepts of the 
law. With us the artist is more prominent and interesting 
than his work ; you think you have succeeded, when the artist 
is forgotten in the merit of his production." 

Sallu brought in the meal, and they ate and drank in peace, 
EHsama and Helon ruminating on the glory of Solomon, 
Myron not less pleased with his reflections on the pre-em- 
inence of his own nation. They slept from the heat of the 
noonday till the sun went down, and when evening came on, 
were still in estate between sleeping and waking, enjoying the 
coolness of the breeze. The stars had begun to appear over 
the desert, when they were roused by a blast of the trumpet, 
in its harshest tone. They started up. " That," said EHsama, 
" is not the signal of the march ; it is an alarm." SaUu rush- 
ed in and informed them that a horde of Arabs was in sight, 
and threatened an attack. The tumult was excessive. 
The men mounted their horses and hastened to the side on 
which the danger appeared. The guides vociferated and 
endeavored to restore order. The bows were strung j the 
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slaves Struck the tents, and were preparing to drive the camels 
further into the rear. After all these preparations had been 
made the enemy retired, feeling himself probably too weak 
to encounter such a resistance. 

While all were resuming their places, Myron seemed 
somewhat disappointed at the loss of the adventure which he 
had promised himself^ to season the insipid sameness of the 
caravan's march ; Elisaina turned himself in the direction of 
Jerusalem, and in an attitude of prayer repeated, 

When I call, ray enemies turn back^; 

This I know, for God is with me. 

In God have I put my trust, I will not fear ; 

What can man do unto me ? 

Thy vows are upon me, O God ! 

I will pay my thank-ofiferings unto thee : 

For thou deliveredst my soul from death, 

M.y foot from falling, 

That I may walk before God in the land of ihe living ? 

Ps. hi. 10—14. 

The guide was not willing to remain till midnight in this 
place, and gave the signal for departure. The alarm into 
which they had just been thrown, the terrors of their fellow- 
travellers, and the tumult of departure, were unable to turn 
the minds of Helen and Elisama from the glories of the age 
of Solomon, and they rehearsed together the following psalm, 
which, composed primarily in his honor, was supposed to 
carry also a secret reference to one much greater than Solo- 
mon : 

The mountains shall declare peace to the people 
And the hills announce righteousness. 
They shall fear thee, as long as the sun and moon endure, 
Throughout all generations. 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass, 
As showers tha'. water the earth. 
In his days shall ths righteous flourish, 
And abundance of peace, so long as the moon endure th. 
He shall have dominion from sea to sea, 
5* 
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From the river to the enchi of the earth, 

They that dwell Jn the desert shall bow before him, 

And his enemies shall lick the dust. 

The kings of Tarsbish and of all the isles shall bring presents, 

The kings of Sbeba and Seba shall offer gifts. 

All kings shall fall dovnn before him. 

AH nations shall serve i.im — 

A haudfttl of com, scattered in the earth on the top of the nooBtaiBS, 

Shall wave its fruit like the trees of Lebanon. 

And the peopled cities shall floorish like grass of the earth. 

His name shall endure forever ; 

Hi» name shall be continued as long as the sun. 

Men shall be blessed in him 3 

All nations shall call him blessed! — Ps. Inii. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE HALT AT RHINOCORURA. 

Thet arrived in safety, and at an early boar, at Rhinoeo- 
rura, and encamped where a copious stream fVom the moun- 
tains had produced verdure and fertility upon its banks. 
Elisama,who, from his advanced age was easily exhausted 
by an unusual excitement, was compelled to lie down to rest 
immediately on his arrival, and it was not till after the meal 
that he was able to resume bis narrative. 

" I have," said he, " a long and melancholy history to relate. 
The vicissitudes of five hundred years were necessary, in 
order to impress upon the mind of Israel the conviction, that 
the retributive Providence of God watched over their obser- 
vance of the law, and rewarded or punished them according 
as they kept or broke it. Yesterday we left our nation on 
the highest and most brilliant pinnacle of national prosperity, 
possessed of the law, of the land of promise, and of a temple 
in which all the outward rites of Jehovah's worship might 
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be observed. One thing only was wanting to make Israel 
that blessed people, by whom all other nations were to be 
blessed-— wiUing obedience. But something nciore was ne- 
^ssary to produce this obedience, than the possessimi of the 
law and the means of keeping it. It must be regarded as an 
extraordinary mark of the favor of Jehovah towards Israel, 
that everything was so combined, as to impress the doctrine 
of retribution upon them, both by fiict and precept. No 
people exhibits such a quick succession and such a strikug 
alternation of reward and punishment, so that Jehovah may 
be said to have set it up as a monument to the nations of his 
retributive justice. Its history, however, was not designed 
merely for the instruction of others, but primarily to teach 
Israel itself this great lesson ; and for this pur}K)se a succes- 
sion of prophets was raised up, to enforce by their instruction 
the moral which the events of history were teaching. 

<* Samuel had founded schools of the prophets, and we 
read of Nathan, the prophe^ in the history of David. But it 
is to the period which follows .the reign of Solomon, that 
they more appropriately belong. This period begins vnth 
the separation of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Even 
in the last years of his reign, his splendor may have been a 
source of oppression to his people, who called upon Reho- 
boam his successor for alleviation of their burthens. Young, 
and following the advice of youthful counsellors, he threat- 
ened, instead of granting their request. On this Jeroboam, 
who bad come out of Egypt, where he had premeditated his 
destructive plans againsi tbe house of David, was chosen 
king by ten tribes, while Judah, Benjamin and Levi, adhered 
to Rehoboam, and formed tbe kingdom of Judah ; Jeroboam, 
now become the king of Israel, erected his throne at Sichern, 
end fearing that by going up to the temple at Jerusalem, the 
people might be tempted to re-unite with the kingdom of 
Judah, he set up the worship of the golden calves, at Bethel 
and at Dan. He was the exact opposite of David, and the 
scripture designates him as 'the mau that cause<l Israel to 
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Bin/"* This fearful degeneracy could not pass unpunished« 
Ahia, the prophet^ predicted the extermination of his house. 
His son Nadab, who walked in the way of his father, was 
killed by Baasha, who succeeded him as king, and took up 
his abode in Thirza, and who, walking in the way of Jerobo- 
am, received from the prophet Jehu, the son of Uanani, a 
feaiful denunciation of divine vengeance.f His son £lah 
fell, when in a state of intoxication, by the sword of Zirari ; 
and thus the prophetic word was a second time fulfilled« 
Zimri, besieged in Tliirza by Omri, whom the people in the 
camp had chosen king, set fire to the palace and perished in 
the flames. Omri built Samaria, and was succeeded by hie 
son Ahab. Ahab was king of Israel, at the same time that Je- 
hoshaphat was king of Judah. Though they were allied by 
the marriage of their children, they were directly opposite in 
their characters. Ahab, wicked and devoted to idolatry, 
added the worship of Baal to sins which were already 
practised in Israel, and thus brought upon himself the most ^ 
awful threatenings of Jehovah.^ Jehoshaphat, weak, but 
faithful to the law, sent Levites through the country to teach 
and judge,:|: and obtained the mercy of Jehovah. 

<< In the days of these two kings, Elijah made his appear^ 
ance ; he may be called by eminence (he prophet. His native 
place was Thisbah, but he traversed the whole country from 
side to side, clad in a skin, with a leathern girdle about his 
loins, denouncing, in the boldest and most glowing terms, the 
worship of Baal — a fearful and sublime phenomenon. Now 
he appears boldly before the throne — now he wanders a 
fugitive in the wilderness : at one time he denounces the 
wrath of Jehovah on backsliding Israel; at another he 
slaughters, on Carmel, the idolatrous priests of Baal ; today 
he is the messenger of Jehovah to bring comfort to the widow 
of Zarepliath ; tomorrow he appears before Ahab and his 
queen, and predicts their dreadful fate. His name carries 
terror with it to the hearts of the guilty, and inspires the 
righteous with courage. 

* 1 Kings xiv. 16. 1 1 Kingi xvi. 1—6. X 2 Chron. xvii. 7. 
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^ Hb disciple, Elisha, anointed Jefau, and predicted that 
the kingdom should continue in his family to the fifth genera- 
tion. These kings, though not acceptable to Qod as David 
was, yet opposed the progress of idolatry. Jehu put to death 
the worshippers of Baal, and made a pool of his temple. In 
consequence this dynasty continued on the throne and flour- 
ished till the fifth generation ; and under the fourth, Jeroboam 
the son of Joash, the ancient limits were regained, and Israel 
extended from Hamath to the sea of the plain, as Jonah, the 
son of Amittai, liad foretold to him.* Still, however, the 
calves remained in Dan and Bethel, the relics ofthat idolatry 
which the people had learned in Egypt. As a punishment 
for this, a terrible interregnum ensued, at the close of which, 
Zechariah, the fifth from Jehu, came to the throne, but was 
murdered by Shallum. This is the third fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Jehovah respecting the royal houses of Israel. 

''This is the time in which Jonah, Amos, Hosea, and the 
great Isaiah, prophesied. Jonah was sent to Nineveh, the 
largest city then existing, to preach the judgments of Jehovah. 
Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoah, prophesied to all the 
surrounding nations, and last of all to Judah and Israel, the 
punishment of their sins, beginning with these terrific words : 

The Lord will thunder from Zion, 

And utter his voice from Jerusalem. 

The habitations of the shepherds shall moom, 

And the top of Cannel shall wither. 

'* And as he successively denounces to Damascus, to Gaza, 
to Tyre, and the other neighboring states, the punishments 
that awaited them, he begins each prophecy with the alarm- 
ing words, 

Thus saith Jehovah j 
Three sins I have passed by, 
The fourth I cannot overlook. 

*' He beholds first the approach of a desolating flight of 

* 2 King^ ziv. S5. 
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locusts, then a terrible fire, and having interceded against 
both, he sees the Lord, standing with a pluoimet in bis hand 
beside the wall, and hears the words : 

Behold I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people Israel 3 

I will not again pass by them any more. 

The high places of Isaac shall be desolate, 

And the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

And I will rise against thehotise of Jeroboam with the sword. 

Amos vii. 7. 
^ Hosea, the son of Beeri, is first of all commanded to con- 
tract a symbolical marriage, to indicate the infidelity of the 
congregation of Israel against Jehovah. Then he breaks 
forth in the highest and boldest strain of indignation : 

Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, 

The trumpet in Ramah I 

Cry aloud at Belhaven, 

* They are aAer thee, O Benjamin !' , 

Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke, 

And upon the tribes of Israel 

I make known what shall surely be. 

The }>rincr3 of Judah were like them that remove the land-mark 3 

Therefore will I pour out my wrath upon them like water.* 

• " The prophetic words were soon accomplished, in the 
rapid downfall of the kingdom of Israel. Assyria, which 
Jehovah calls the rod of his indignation,f made Menahem, 
the next king after Zechariah, tributary ; and Tiglath-pilesar 
carried away mnnj of the inhabitants of Israel. Galilee, and 
the district beyond Jordan were lost. Hoseahi the last king 
of Israel, contrary to the advice of Isaiah, made a league 
with So, the king of Egypt, and was defeated by Salmanas« 
sar. 8amaria was destroyed, the inhabitants carried beyond 
the Tigris, to the neighborhood of the river Chebar, and the 
Lord put away Israel from before him, as he threatened by 
his servants the prophets. * 

<' Where once the tribes of Israel, the sons of Joseph, 

*Hos.v.3, tl«aiahx.5. 
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Ephraim, and Manasseh had dwelt, strangers from the east 
had settled themselves, and being infested with lions, they 
requested from the king that Israelitish priests might be sent 
them ; and so they polluted the land, the village of Jacob, 
and many other sacred spots, by a mixture of the worship t>f 
God with that of idols, which continues to defile it even to 
this day. 

*< Thus had Jehovah manifested, both by deed and precept, 
his retributory judgments in the case of Israel. Would that 
Judah had been wise, and had learned from the fiite of her 
sister kingdom that lesson which they who will not read 
must feel ! 

*^ Rehoboam sat upon the throne of David, but had no 
resemblance to him in character. He built high places and 
pillars, and planted groves, and committed the abominations 
of the heathens, whom the Lord had cast out beforiB the 
children of Israel, upon every hiQ and under every green 
tree. Jehovah sent Sisak, king of Egypt, who conquered all 
the cities and Jerusalem itself, and carried away both the 
royal treasure and that of the temple into his own country. 

*^ Abijah followed him. He trusted in Jehovah, and was 
successful in a great battle against Israel, in which he defeated 
an enemy who was at least twice as numerous.* He entered 
the battle with the words, < With us js the Lord our God, and 
we have not forsaken him, and the priests which minister 
unto the Lord, the sons of Aaron and the Levites in their 
occupations.' 

''His successqr Asa, by the same faith, smote again a 
mighty host of invaders firom Arabia and Ethiopia, as the 
prophet Azariah had foretold. How greatly was the power 
of Jehoshaphat increased, by his zeal against idolatry, and his 
obedience to God, and in how humbled a condition did he 
return from a war in which the prophet Micaiah had warned 
him not to engage ! He unfortunately gave his son, Jehoram, 
Athaliah, Ahab's daughter, to wife; and when the iniquity- 

* 2 Cbron. xiii. 
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of Israel was thus communicated to Judah, by this seed of 
Jezebel, punishment, oppression and distress soon followed» 
tin Joash, who had escaped her murderous hand, was brought 
forth from the temple where he had been concealed by 
Jehoiada, and placed upon the throne of David. Uzziah 
was prosperous against all his enemies, as long as the prophet 
Zechariab lived ; but a grievous leprosy fell upon him when 
he daringly presumed to approach the Lord, and offer him 
incense afler the manner of the priests. To him succeeded 
Ahaz, the worst and most infatuated of the sons of David, 
who being given up to Syrian idolatry and superstition, closed 
the temple and sought aid of Assyria. But how strikingly 
was his apostacy punished, when he was compelled to give 
the treasures of the temple to these very allies ! 

^ Even down to this time, how triumphantly had the retribu- 
tive providence of God been manifested in the history of our 
people! What wonderful accomplishment of the prophetic 
word, even in years, names, and individual occurrences! 
But about this time Isaiah arose, towering with an eagle's 
flight, now encouraging king and people with the promise of 
divine favor, now humbling them with denunciations against 
their sins, and above all predicting, in clearer language than 
any preceding prophet, him who was to be the consolation 

. and the glory of Israel — ^^he Messiah ! He who, when he 
received his prophetic commission, saw Jehovah seated on a 
throne, high and lifted up, and the seraphim around him 
crying. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of Hosts* — whose 
lips were touched with a live coal from the altar ; and whom 
the Lord himself sent to speak in his name, was well fitted 

either to denounce captivity and punishment to the people 
or to describe the glorious days of Emanuel, the son of the 
virgin. 

Behold the Lord, the Lord of Hosts 
Shall lop the bough with a loud crash, 
And the high tops shall be hewn down 

* Isaiah vi. 
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And the lofty shall be made low. 

He fells the thickets of the forests with the axe. 

And Lebanon falls by a mighty hand. 

Yet there shall come forth a shoot from the stem of Jesse, 

And a scion shall px>w out of his root ; 

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

The spirit of ifnsdom and understanding. 

The spirit of counsel and strength. 

The spirit of the knowledge and fear of Jehovah. 

He sbaH be of quick discernment in the fear of Jehovah, 

And shall not judge according to appearances, 

Nor decide according to hearsay. 

But he shall judge the poor in righteousness, 

And speak for the right of the oppressed in the land. 

He shall smite the evil doer with hii tongue. 

And slay the wicked with the breath of his lips. 

Righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 

And faithfulness the cincture of bis reins. 

Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb. 

And the leopard shall lie down with the kid. 

And the calf and the young lion, and the failing shall be together. 

And a little child shall lead them. 

And the lieifer and the she-bear shall feed together, 

Their young ones shall lie dowir together ) 

And the lion shall eat straw like an ox 3 

The suckling shall play upon the hole of the aspic, 

And the weaned child lay his hand upon the den of the basilisk : 

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain. 

For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, 

As the waters cover the depths of the sea.-— Is. x. S3, 34 and xi. 1—9. 

*< Contemporary with Iisaiab, the sublimestof o«r prophets, 
wasMicah, the Morastbite, who uttered these words: 

The sun goeth down over the prophets 
And the day thall b« dark over them . 
Then shall the seers be ashamed. 
And the. diviners confounded. 
Yea, they shall all cover their face^ 
Because no fulfilment cometh from Jehovah« 
But I am fun of power by the spirit of the Lord, 
Fall of'tnitli, and of courage. 
To declare unto Jacob his Iranigrestion 
6 
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And QDto Iirael his sin. 

For this reason shall Zion be ploughed as a field, 

And Jerusalem shall become heaps, 

And the temple-hill as the high places of the foreii^ 

But in the last days it shall come to pass 

Tliat the bill of the Lord's temple shall be established in the top of the 

mountains, 
And it shall be exalted above the hills. 
And nations shall flow onto it 5 
And many people shall come and say. 
Come and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, , 
And to the house of the God of Jacob, 
That he may teach us of his ways 
And we may walk in his paths. 
For the law shall go forth from Zion 
And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge among many people, 
. And be arbiter of strong nations afar off. 
They shall beat their swords into plough-shares, 
And their spears into pruning-hooks} 
Nation shall not lift up the sword against nation, 
Neither shall they learn war any more. 

But they shall sit every man under hi^ own vine and under his figtree, - 
And none shall make them afraid; 
For the mouth of the Lord of Hosts has spoken it. — Micah iii. iv. 

'*Such prophets as these spoke in the days of Hezekiah, a 
weak but pious man. When indeed could the word of 
prophesy be more seasonable or more needed ? The doctrine 
of retributipQ was now fully developed. Israel had ceased 
to be ; Judah still existed, through the piety of her kings. 
Had the prophet to speak of judgment — he bad only to point 
to the hifls of Ephraim, and her sons on the banks of Che- 
bar ; was the faithfulness of Jehovah ßnd hi« recompense of 
obedience, the theme — the seed of David stiU s^t upon the 
throne of Judah, while so many dynasties had saccessively 
occupied that of Israel. But ther6 was another occasion for 
a prophet ; for danger threatened on all sides, and ^enna- 
cheribwith bis immense host besieged Jerusalem. .Today 
the army of the conquerer stood mxHind the terrified city 
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9iid its treflibÜBg- king; . He goes dejected to the house of 
the Xjord^-flpreads out before him the letters and demands of 
the buugh^ iovader» and prays to Jehovah. Isaiah the 
propliet declares to him, ' He shall not come into this city ; 
for I will defeud it to save it, for mine own sake and for David 
my servant's sake.'* And in the morning Sennacherib flees 
l>efore the angel of the Lord, who had smitten his liosts 
during the night. . But Jehovah, who was so benign towards 
those that called upon him. in humility, showed himself 
equally severe towardslhe proud« When Uezekiah, thought- 
less and vain, had shown his treasures to the Babylonians, a 
nation then of little account in comparison with the Assyrians, 
Isaiah appears before him, and says, < Behold the time cometb, 
when all that is in thine house and all that thy fathers have 
collected unto this day shall be carried away to Babylon« 
nothing shall remain, saith Jehovah.'! 

<^To Hezekiah succeeded his son Manasgeh, a prince 
wholly unlike his father, who, as a punishment of his offen- 
ces, was carried away to Babylon, and brought back when 
he repeated and returned to Jehovah. His reign is the 
picture of the history of the people in this period ; sin. and 
punishment, repentance and favor ! 

<< Some time after began the days of Josiali, who was pious 
and prosperous under the guidance of Hilkiah, as Joash had 
been under that of Jehoiada, and Uzziah under that of Zech- 
ariah. The lost volume of the law was found, the temple 
purified, the possbver kept, und the abominations of the high 
places of the valley of Tophet, and the horses of the sun 
were renioved. The king stood by a pillar in the temple and 
made a covenant with the Lord, and it is written, < There 
was no king before him like unto him, that turned to the 
Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul^ and with all his 
might, according to all the law of Moses ; neither after him 
«rose there any like him.'l For this he was permitted to see 
the downfall of the hostile kingdom of Assyria, and he and 
his people were happy. 

* 2 Kings xlx. 33, 3i. f Isaiah xxxix. t ^ Kings xxlii. 25. 
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<* But after the death of Joeiah, Judahr hastened with rapid 
etridesto its destruction under the government of wieked 
princes. The prophecy of Isaiah to Uezekiah was liilfined 
in the days of Jehoiakitn. The vessels of the temple and 
the sons of the chief men of the land were carried away to 
Babylon. Jehoiakim, his son and successor, was deposed, 
after a reign of three months, and all the men of yalor or 
property were removed to Babylon. Two prophets, who 
accompanied their exile, Ezekiel and Jeremiah, were chosen 
by Jehovah, in these awful times, to make known his woid to 
his people. 

*< The last king that sat upon the tlirone of David was Ze- 
dekiab, anotlier son of Josiah. He was sed need, in the ninth 
y i^ar of his reign, to rebel against Babylon apd to league him- 
self with Egypt. The Chaldeans^ invested Jernsalem, and it 
fell, in the three hundred and seventeenth year of the division 
of the kingdoms. The king was carried to Riblah, and his 
eyes put out, after he had witnessed the slaughter of his sons, 
lie was then carried captive to Babylon, and awfully was the 
prophecy of Ezekiel fulfilled : * I will bring him to Babel Sn 
the land of the Chaldeans, and he shall die there ; yet he shall 
not behold it.'* ^ 

<^The vessels of the house of God, small and great, the 
treasures of the temple and of the palace, and of all the prin- 
ces, were carried by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon. The 
youths were slaughtered in the sanctuary, and neither age nor 
sex was spared ; Jehovah gave everything into his hand. All 
that remained was carried away to Babylon. They burnt 
the house of the Lord, and the house of the king and all the 
houses of Jerusalem. And the army of the Chaldeans broke 
down the walls of Jerusalem round about, 

"Thus Jeshurun, the once beloved people of Jehovab, tbo 
once glorious daughter of Zion, lay in desolation and misery. 
The glory of Solomon was scarcely discernible in its ruins f 
tlie. blessing of David bad vanished from his throne, and even 

♦E?ek. wi. 13. 
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that which Jo^ua and the Judges had earned with toil and 
blood was lost. David, Solomon, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezeki> 
ah, and Josiah, had called upon them to fear Jehovah, but the 
superstitions of the neighboring nations had more powerful 
attractions, and the law was too heavy a yoke for their un^ 
tamed necks. Hence this awful punishment and unheard of 
retribution. Prophets were not wanting, to point out and en- 
force the lesson. Hear how our Jeremiah pours forth his 
heart-fending sorrows: 

^ How doth the city sit solitary that was full of people ! 
How is she become aj a widow — once great among the nations ! 
Tbb queen of tiie lands, how is she become a slave ! 
She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are oa her cheeks. 
Of aH that loved her she hath none to comfort her, 
All her friends have dealt treacheroosly with her, they are become her 



She dwelleth among the heathen, she findeth no rest, 
All her persecutors overtake her at the borders. 

The ways of Zion mourn because no man comes to the solemn feasts : 
AH her gates are desolate, her priests sigh, 
Her virgins are afflicted, and are in bitterness. 
Her adversaries are victorious, her enemies prosper; 
For the Lord hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions. 
Her children are g^ne into captivity before the enemy ; 
From the daughter of Zion all her beauty ia departed. 
Her princes are become like deer, that find no pasture. 
They fall without strength before the pursuer. 

Jerusalem calls to mind in her misery the pleasures of the days of old. 
Now she falleth into the hand of her enciny, and none help her ; 
Her adversaries see her and mock, because she must keep her sabbaths. 
•— She seelb that the heathen eater into her sanctuary, 
Whom Ibo« did4l ooinniaBd that they should not enter into thy congrega- 
tion. 
— See if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. 
With which the Lord haih afflicted me in the day of his anger. ^' 

" A«tfairable 1 ^ exclaimed Myroo» unable to resist the beau* 
ty of this ktmentatioa* 

Elisama continued : *< It is the finest of all the songs of our 
prophets, and its echo still live» in the hearts of the children 
6» 
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of Israel This melancholy tone never ceases to predominate 
in their minds, no, not even in the days of Hyrcanus. What 
n)U8t the prophet have felt when he wrote, 

All that pass by clap their hands at thee. 
They hiss and shake the head at the daughter of Je;uaa]eia 5 
I« this the city which^ men call the Perfection. of Beauty, the Joy of the 
whole earth ? 

" He had foreseen it all — he liad tanght them how the 
calamity might be avoided, but they would not listen to his 
voice ; they had persecuted him, and despised the prophetic 
word. Now he had to endure tlie sight of that which he 
had endeavored to avert. 

I am the man that hath seen affliction 

Under the rod of his wrath. 

He hath led me and brought me 

Into darkness and not into light. 

He turneth his hand against me every day. 

<< Jeremiah did not forsake his people. He remained on 
the ruins of the temple, sitting and lamenting with the infe- 
rior people, when Nebuchadnezzar carried away the nobles 
and the princes. Gedaliah was placed over those who re* 
mained. He dwelt in M izpah, and received those who hati 
fled during the presence of the Chaldees. But scarcely had 
the hapless people begun to recover from the miseries of war, 
and to gather in the vintage and the sutnmer fruits, whejg» 
Ishnael, the son of Nethaniah, of the royal blood, came and 
slew Gedaliah.* The people, fearing the king of Babylon, 
implored Jeremiah to ask counsel at the Lord on their behalfT 
After ten days the Lord answered by Jeremiah, that they 
should remain in the land, and not f6ar the king of Babylon, 
nor venture, under severe penalties, to take refuge in Egypt. 
Bot they again disobeyed« and betook themselves to £i|;ypt — 
our ancestors, Helon, were among the nnniber ;. for what 



THE ttALt At RttlNÖCORÜftA. 61 

could individuals do against the stream which hurried them 
away? By the command of Jehovah, Jeremiah accompa- 
nied them thither, that by a symbolical action beibre the door 
of Pharaoh's house, he might typify the defeat of the Egyp- 
tians and the punishment of Israel. He dwelt in our house, 
and died there. On this pilgrimage we may well call to 
mind the words which he spoke ; ^ Yet a small number shall 
return out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah, and 
all the remnant of Judah, that are gone into the land of Egypt 
to sojourn there, shall know whose word shall stand, mine or 
theirs.'* 

^ In the midst of these sufferings Jehovah did not v^oHy 
forsake his people. While, by the mouth of Jeremiah he 
spoke to those in Egypt, Ezekiel, the son of Buzi, was his 
messengeir to the captives on the banks of Chebar. Nearly 
forty thousand men had been carried thither under Zedekiah ; 
one hundred and üftythree years before, in the days of Pekab, 
Israelites from Galilee and Gilead had been transferred to 
AssiTia, and Salmanassar, one hundred and thirtyfive years 
before, had carried those who remained into the cities of 
Media. In thlä manner they were dispersed through the 
East. But the word of the Lord came to Ezekiel, and in 
bold and lolly images he announced their return, and the 
glory of their future days. He foretold too their union, at 
some future time, after their present dispersion. The pro- 
phet was commanded to take two rods, and write on one of 
them, ' for Judah and for the sons of Israel, his companions ;' 
and on the other, * for Joseph, the rod of Ephraim, and for 
all the house of Israel, his companions,' and then to join them 
together as a symbol of their future union.f 

^ Thus Israel was not left wholly comfortless : but her sins 
had been numerous and her punishment was grievous. 
Driven from their home, cut off from the land of protiuse, 
without a temple, or a prince on the throne of David, they 

* J?r. »Uv. «3. t Back, wusrii. W. 
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were taught the power of Jeliovab. He. bad punished no 
other people bo, for he had loved no other so well. As they 
sat by the rivers of Babel and wept when they thought of 
Zion, they felt that he was their judge, as well as their law- 
giver. What did it avail them, that individuals of their 
nation rose to favour and distinction, Daniel, £sther, an4 
Tobias, when the nation itself lived in misery and degrada- 
tion? The seventy years of the captivity were tedious^ 
mournful years, and while a child of Abraham reipains upon 
the earth, their features will continue to bear the traces of 
that melancholy, which these years impressed upon them. 
Every year we keep the mournful anniversary of the destruc- 
tion of the temple, though it has been rebuilt, while, accprd- 
ii|g to the words of Jeremiah, ' we sit solitary and are still.' " 
Elisama ceased, and a grief, that could find no vent in 
words, hnng heavy about his heart and that of Helen. The 
last gh>w of the departing light had fallen on.Elisama's coun- 
ten^noe, as he related the destruction of Jerusalem. Nighf 
succeeded ; by the feeble glooming of the hearth fire, he had 
descaribed the ruin and misery of Israel ; and npw all was 
darkness and silence. The blast of the trumpet, which gave 
the signal to prepare for tlie march, at length broke in upon 
tliem, and they arose. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE HALT AT It A P H I A • 

. Turn caravan halted in the neighborhood of the ruiof of 
Raphia; their digr'sjoumeys had been short|On accpuotof 
the [quantity of merchandise which they carried. Raphia 
does not properly belong to Egypt, and was reckoned as a • 
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pait of Syria I a händred yean beibra» Antioeliua the Greal 
loat here a great battle with tbe Egypclana. The space wbich 
lies between Egypt and Syria had been for agea past the the- 
atre of war between the adjaeeot countries ; a circumstance 
that before the captivity, bad been the source of frequent 
calamity to Israel, which couM scarcely fall of being involved 
either in the war or its consequences. This thought occurred 
to the minds both of Helen and Elisama, as they creased the 
field of battle — bur they derived some consolation from the 
thought, that Judea's conqueror had in his turn been con«* 
quered here. Jehovah had indeed visited his people with 
calamity, but their enemies, the instruments in his hands, had 
always been punished for their ambition. Antiocfaus. after 
the battle fled into )iis own kingdom, and left Palestine again 
free. 

When they all awoke after the sleep at noon, Myron began, 
"^ Venerable Elisama, will you not relate to us the remaining 
part of the history of your *nation ? The journey to Gaza 
will be tbe last that we' shall make together. Let us then 
pass these hours in something more improving than listening 
to the noise of camels and the Phoenicians' talk of buying 
and selling." Elisama placing himself in a convenient pos- 
ture for narration, thus begun : 

**' When Israel sat and wept by the rivers of Babel, and 
hung their harps upon the willows, 'the hand of tbe Lord 
was upon Ezekiel the prophet,* and carried him out in the 
spirit of the Lord, and set him down in the midst of a valley 
which was full of bones; and caused him to pass among 
them ; and there were very many on the surface of the valley, 
and tliey were very dry. And he spoke to me and said, Son of 
man, can these bones live ? And I said. Thou, Lord, knowest. 
And he said to me, Son of man, prophesy concerning these 
bones, and say to them, Ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord ! Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones. Behold, I 
wil) cause breath to enter into you and ye shall live ! And I 
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pjropbesied, as } was commanded^ and as I prophaated tbey 
moTed tfaemselyas, and tbe bones came togetberyiNKie to bone. 
And I beheld and saw that the sinews and the flesh caineupon 
them, and the skin covered thehf, but there was no breath in 
them. Then said he unto me, Prophesy 'unto the wind ; proph- 
esy, O son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saitb the Lotd 
God> Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live. So 1 prophesied, as I was com- 
manded, and the breath came unto them, and they lived and 
stood up upon their feet, an exceedingly great multitude. And 
he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. . Behold, they say, our bones are dried up and our 
hope is lost. Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus - 
saith the Lord ; behold I will opien your graves, and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the 
land of Israel.' 

^ Thus the prophet consoled Israel, on the banks of Che- 
bar ; but he lived not to witness the deliverance which he 
announced. Not long, however, after his death, the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, the king of Persia, (who bad 
conquered Assyria and Babylonia) by the means of the as- 
tonishment excited in him by the prophecies communicated 
to him by Daniel. Cyrus caused proclamations to be made 
throughout all his dominions, saying, < thus saith Cyrus, king 
of Persia ; the Lord God of heaven hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth, and has commanded me to build him 
a house at Jerusalem in Judah. Who is there among you of 
all his people ? His God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem in Judah, and build the. house of the Lord, the 
God of Israel« And whosoever remaineth in any place where 
he Bojournetb, let the men of his place help him with silver 
and gold, and with goods and with cattle, of freewill, for the 
house of God at Jerusalem. 

<' < Then rose up tlie chief of tbe fathers of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, and the priests and the Levites, with M those whose 
spirit God had stirred up, to go and build the house of the 
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Lord in Jerusalem. Aad all that were abottttfaem streogthen-f 
ed their hands with vessels of silver and vessels of gold, with 
goods and with ca^le» and with precious, things, besides aM 
that was freely given. And king Gyrus brought forth the 
vessels of the house of the h^rd^ whieh Nebuchadneszar ImuI 
taken away from Jerusalem, and bad put them in the temple 
of his gods^ to the number of five thousand %lbuE hundred, 
both gold and silver/ "* 

'* The word pf the Lord by the mOuth of Jeremiah, re» 
specting the seventy years, was now fulfilled^f For|)Ltwo 
thousand three hundred and sixty men, with seven thousand 
two hundred and thirtyseven servants and maidens, seven 
hundred and tliirtysix horses, two hundred and Ibrtyfive 
mules, four hundred and thirty five camels, and six thousand 
seven hundred and twenty asses we|)t with Zerubbabel and 
Jeshua to the land of their fathers out of captivity, fuU of 
thankfulness and praise. The expression of their joy may 
still be heard in the i26th Psalm: 

When the Lord brought back the captivity of Zion 

We were like them that dream. 

Then Was our mouth filled with laughter, 

And pur tongue with singiog. 

Then said they among the heathen, 

' Jehovah hath done great things fcir them ;* ;' 

Yea, Jehovah hath done great things for us, whereof we are gla4' 

Bring back, O Lord, our captives. 

Like streams in a j>arched land. 

They that sow in tears shall reap in jo^*. 

The tower goeth forth with weeping, bearing the seed 3 

He eoineth back with rejoieing, bringing the sheaves. 

**Thvia they returned to the Holy Land, Israel and Judah 
one rod, according to the words of Ezekiel. They take pos- 
session of the country, build villages, and even raise Jerusa- 
lem out of her ruins, but without repairing her walls. In 
the next month, Tisri, the whole congregation assembled 
at Jerusalem, as one man, to the feast of tabernacles. They 

*£zra i. t Jer. xzv. 11. zxiz. 10. 
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get lip tbe alter upon ks base, amidst tfae ruins of the temple, 
and offered thereOn^ bamt-offerings, morning and evening 
according to cuMon», as the duty of eyery day required ; and 
afterwards the bomt-oflferings of the new mopns, and all the 
feasts of the Lord that Were hallowed«* 

''In the secoiMl month of the second year of their return, 
they laid the foundation of the temple of Jehovah, the ex* 
penses being supplied by their voluntary contributions. All 
set their hands to work, and the Levites, f\rotn twenty years 
old and upwards, had the superintendence. The foundation 
beingiaid, the priests stood in their apparel, and tfae Levites, 
the sons of Asaph, with cymbals^ to praise the Lord with the 
psalms of David, king of Israel, and they sung in responsive 
strains, praising and giving thanks unto the Lord, because he 
is good and his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And 
all the people shouted with aloud shout, when they praised 
the Lord because the Ibundation of tfae faouse was laid. But 
many of tfae aged priests, and Levites, and chiefs, that had 
seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was 
laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice, and many 
shouted aloud for joy ; so that the people could not distinguish 
the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the peo- 
ple. 

^ The prophets Haggai and Zechariah arose and encourag- 
ed the people to persevere — but difficulties were thrown in 
their way by the Samaritans, who, worshipping Jehovah along 
with their idols, had been desirous of partaking in the building 
of the temple.f As their proposal was rejected, they obtain- 
ed an order from a king of Persia, a successor of Cyrtis, that 
the work should be stopped. But Jehovah aided his people : 
the temple was at length completed ; and Haggai prophesied : 
* the glory of this latter house shall be greater than the glory of 
the former, saith Jehovah of hosts, and I will give peace in 
this place.^t The new temple was dedicated, and the pass- 
over kept with joy. 

* Esr« iii. f Ezra iv. S. X Haggai ii. 9. 
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^ Üader tbat X«rxeSy whose millioDs, you Greeks, Myron, 
boast to have overcome, Ezra, the priest ajid scribe, a teacher 
of the word of the Lord, came from Babylon to Jerusalem. 
An Israelitish maid^Q was Xerxes' queen, a Jew liis prime 
minister, and Ezra was sent as viceroy to Jerusalem, com- 
missioned to appoint judges, superior and inferior, to correct 
«buses and enforce the observance of the law. He came 
with a coinpany of not more than six. thousand men.* 

^^The work, however, proceeded slowly, and incessant 
wars interfered with it. After thirty years Nehemiah came, 
as viceroy from the court of Artax^rxes, and urged on the 
building and fortifying of Jerusalem, which the Samaritans, 
Sanballat, Tobiah,.and Geshem, had hindered in every possi- 
ble way. As E^ra had been the restorer of the worship of 
God, Nehemiah was the restorer of the civil constitution of 
Israel. On his arrival, he makes the circuit of the city in the 
stillness of the night; then addressing the people, be en- 
courages them to labor. Half the young men wrought at 
the fortifications, the other half kept watoh in arms, and the 
rulers stood behind. If danger threatened anywhere, the 
trumpet was sounded and the people assembled from every 
pert of the walls; for even the builders wrought with a sword 
by their side. Neither Nehemiah nor any other took off their 
clothes except for the purpose of washing them.t 

"^ Thus were the walls completed, and the Levites were 
sent for from all parts, to give solemnity to the consecration. 
The priests and Levites purified themselves and the people, 
th6 walls and the gates. The princes of Judah stood 
upon the walls. Two choirs, with cymbals, psalteries, 
and harps, went round the walls, as far as the temple. 
On the same day great sacrifices were olSered, and the people 
rejoiced gready, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar 
oflr. 

*< Nehemiah was compelled to return to court ; but he re- 
visited Jerusalem after some yearsj and labored earnesdy to 

* Ezra vii. t Nehem. ii. 1:2. iv. 13. t Nehem. xiii. 6. 
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induce the people to put away their foreign wivesi as £2111 
had done at an earlier period.* Their ehildren spoke a mixed 
dialect, half Hebrew, half the language of Ashdod, Aonnoii, 
or Moab. Malachi, the last of the prophets, enforced his 
advice with the words of the Lonl. Such support was 
necessary, for some of the leading men were involyed, and 
Manasseh, (the son of Joiada the high priest) who had mar- 
ried the daughter of Sanballnt, refused compliance. Nehe- 
miah expelled him from the Gity,f and as Sanballat had jast 
obtained from Darius Notfaus permission to build a temple 
on mount Gerizim, Manasseh became high priest in it. 

^ Thus Israel had been restored to the possession of the 
land of their fathers, had rebuilt the holy city, raised the 
temple from its ruins, and ordered the worship of God accord^ 
ing to the law. So far was the law fh>m having been lost in 
their captivity, that in some parts it had never been fuNy 
practised by the people till now. The visitation of Jehovah 
had wrought the designed effect on the minds of the people. 
Since the daj's of Moses, an interval now of a thousand 
years, they had never manifested such zealous obedience to 
the law. They had learned, by long and bitter experience, 
that obedience and nationtt^prosperity were inseparably con- 
nected together. In their captivity the better part of ^he 
people had sought each other out, had formed little associa- 
tions, and had been strengthened by the words of the pro- 
phets, whom Jehovah sent to them for this purpose. These 
formed the chief strength of the nation which returned from 
the captivity. Their peculiar institutions, especially that of 
circumcision and the prohibition of eating unclean food, tend- 
ed powerfully to keep them, even in the midst of strangers, a 
separate people ; and the glorious prophecies, whose fulfilment 
tliey still expected, seemed to belong to them only so far as 
they were the pure unmixed descendants of those to whom 
the promises were given. The greater part of those who 
returned were besides of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 

* Ezra ix. 10. f Nebem. xiii. 28. 
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who had before beea most faithful to Jehovah» and most 
closely connected with the temple. The baser part of the 
people remained behind in foreign lands, just as they do now 
in Egypt From this time, therefore, a new period begins in 
Israel, in which the fruits of the discipline which the people 
had undergone in the preceding periods are displayed. The 
voice of prophecy is henceforth dumb ; for they had learnt 
that lesson, which prophets were sent to impress upon them. 

^ It is true, that those revolutions in the kingdoms of the 
earth, which are preparatory to the coming of the Messiah, 
often interrupted the internal peace of Israel. The Persians, 
from whose subjection Judea was not entirely free, were en- 
gaged in wars, in which we- were obliged to take part. The 
expedition of Alexander brought him to Jerusalem, but tlie 
conqueror of the world acknowledged the merits of Israel on 
the heights of Sapfaa, while Tyre sunk beneath his sword. 
In the division of his empire, Palestine fell to the share of 
Ptidemy, king of £gypt, who took many Jews with bim into 
Egypt, and many emigrated thither of their own accord. 
Antigonuswrestedxfiir country from Ptolemy, and for more 
than a century it was the theatre of war between Syria and 
Egypt. But these wars were not so much punishments of 
Israel, as the ways by which Jehovah had decreed to weaken 
the heathen, and prepare the way for the complete emancipa- 
tion of his people. This alone was still wanting to their hap- 
piness. Israel was obedient and walked in all the ways of 
the Lord." 

*^ Allow me," said Myron, ^ to make a remark here. I 
know how much you dislike interruption, but this will not 
displease you. On the contrary, it will gratify you to find 
your own account confirmed by the mouth of a heathen. 
Hecateeus, a native of Abdera, has written a book respecting 
your nation, in which he gives them the highest praise for 
the firmness with which they adhered to their law, when in 
the midst of foreign nations, in military service, and on other 
occasions." 

Elisama was pleased, and proceeded with his narrative. 
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^ At this time too a work was undertaken, which would never 
have been thought of at an earlier period ; the collection of 
the oral traditions respecting the law. Antigonus Socho, 
president of the great coimcil, collected them in ayolume. 
]n earlier times the simple law had been found too heavy a 
burthen ; now the people eagerly adopted explanations and 
additions, by which it was enlarged and made more precise. 
Such obedience was occasionally rewarded by Jehovah's dis- 
posing the hearts of neighboring princes very favorably to- 
wards them. Antiochus the Great was so"much pleased with 
the faithfulness of Israel, that be commanded victims, wine, 
oil, frankincense, meal, wheat, and salt, to be furnished for 
the sacrifices ; gave them wood from Lebanon for the repairs 
of the temple ; recalled the Jews who had left their country, 
and freed the nation from all tribute for three years. 

*^ Still the yoke of foreign dominion pressed heavily, till at 
last Jehovah hardened the heart of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
king of Syria, who carried his cruelty to such a length, as to 
prepare the way for the complete emancipation of IsraeL 
This Antiochus, whom tho airuume <f£ npiuietnea (ß'müicj 
would have better suited, bestowed on the wretched Joshua, 
the brother of Onias the third, the office of high-priest, and 
allowed him in consideration of an enormous increase of 
tribute, to open a Grecian gymnasium in Jerusalem, and grant 
to the Jews. the privileges of citizens of Antioch. A strange 
infatuation seized a part of the people, to witness the contests 
of this gymnasium ; even priests, for this object, forsook their 
duties in the temple. His younger brother Onias, who took 
the name of Menclaus, tempted £piphanes by still higher 
offers, abjured in Antioch the religion of his fathers, promised 
an increase of three hundred talents of tribute, and by force 
of arms installed himself high->priest. A report being spread, 
that Antiochus had died in Egypt, Jason returned with a 
thousand men of the Ammonites, and possessed himself of 
Jerusalem. Antiochus hastened back from Egypt, took Jeru- 
salem, plundered the city, cut to pieces eighty thousand men, 
and sold as slaves, or carried away captive, an e«]aa| number« 
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He added impiety to cruelty. Entering the temple with 
Menelaus, he reviled the God to whom it was dedicated, di- 
rected all the gold and silver, the table of shew-breud and the 
candlestick to be carried away, and then offered — I can 
scarce relate the horrible atrocity, — a swine upon the sacred 
altar, and sprinkled the whole temple with the water in which 
a part of it bad been boiled. This was not all that Lsrael was 
doomed to bear from the heathen. Some time afler, being 
in Egypt, and being compelled to return home by an embassy 
of tlie Romans, he vented his ill-humor upon Jerusalem, sent 
thither twentytwo thousand men, who marched in on the sab- 
bath day, plundered the houses, pulled down the walls of the 
city, turned the hill of Zion into a fortification, and made the 
streets of Jerusalem flow with the blood of its inhabitants. 
The daily sacrifice ceased. The worship of the Grecian 
idols was commanded upon pain of death ; the holy scrip- 
tures were cut to pieces or taken away ; the temple on 
Gerizim dedicated to Jupiter Xcnitis; that at Jerusalem to 
Jupiter Olympius. On the altar of l)urnt-offering another 
was erected to these idols, and groves and shrines of idola- 
trous worship were introduced into every town. To practise 
circumcision, or to observe the sabbath, was forbidden on 
pain of death. Two women were discovered to have cir- 
cumcised their children ; the infants were bound on their 
breasts, they were led round the whole city, and at lust preci- 
pitated from the walls. Some had crept into caverns near 
the city, in order to keep the sabbath — but they were all 
burnt alive. Every month, at the return of the day ou which 
the king was born, the Jews were forcibly driven to perforin 
a sacrifice. On the festival of Bacchus, they were made to 
appear in garlaods of ivy in his honor. Eleasar, an aged 
man and learned in the law, had his mouth forced open, that 
he might swallow s%vihe*s fiesh ; but in spite of force or fraud, 
he preferreil to die, rather than violate the la%v. A mother 
with seven sons was taken, and scourging applied to make 
them eat the unclean foo<l, but iu vain. The executioners 
7» 
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then took the eldest of the sods, cutout his tongue, lopped oil 
Lis hands and feet, and broiled him in the fire, while he ex- 
horted his mother and brethren, who were standing by, to 
die undauntedly for the law. The other sons shared the same 
fate, and last of all the mother, who had thus addressed her 
last son, < My dearest chihl, have pity upon me ! Fear not 
the man of blood, but die willingly, as thy brothers have done, 
that the God of mercy may restore you with tliem living to* 
iny embrace !' What miracles of steadfastness under such 
torments I Israel was oppressed, as it never had been before ; 
but it stood the trial nobly, and deserved to obtain its perfect 
freedom, which was at length accomj[)lished in the following 
manner. 

'< There lived in Modin a priest of the name of Mattathias, 
who had five sons, and whose complaint it was that he had 
been born to behold the oppression of his people and the 
desolation of the holy city, without lieing able to give them 
aid. He rent his clothes, and he and his sons put on sack> 
cloth. When the captains of Antiochus came to Modin» and 
seduced many of the people to apostacy from the law, and 
endeavored by promises of all kinds to persuade Mattathias, 
who was one of the most considerable of the inhabitants, to 
oflTer sacrifices and to burn incense, be not only openly re- 
fused, but when a Jew, at the close of his speech, went up to 
the altar and sacrified to the idol,^ his zeal for the Lord of 
Hosts was so kindled, that4)e ran up to him, slew both him 
who had ofiered and the captain of Antiochus, and overturn^ 
ed the altar. This done, he cried aloud through the whole 
city, ^ Whoso is zealous lor the law and will keep the 
covenant, let him go forth with me !' This action decided 
the emancipation of Israel. 

<< Many followed him into the desert, and a multitude of 
pious Jews goon collected about him. They traversed the 
whole country, throwing down the altars of the idols, cir- 
cumcising the children on whom that rite had not yet been 
performed, and attacking the ungodly. Mattathias succeeded 
in maintaining the law against all the power of the heathen. 
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He was already far advanced in age, and baring blessed bis 
children, encouraged them to vigorous resistance, reminded 
them of the deeds of their fathers, and recommended his 
third son, Judas, for their leader; and the secon<i, the wise 
Simon, for their counsellor ; he died and was buried with 
his fathers at Modin. 

" Judas, surnamed Maccabeus, or the Hammerer, continued 
the^geod work which his father had begun. After gaining 
several glorious victories over the Syrians, he entered in tri- 
umph into Jerusalem. And when they saw how the sanc- 
tuary was laid desolate, the akar defiled, the posts of the 
gates burned, the space around grown bver with grass and 
trees, and the cells of the priests fallen to ruin ; they rent their 
clothes and made great lamentations, they strewed ashes upon 
their beads, fell down on their faces, and blew the trumpet, 
and cried toward heaven. The priests who were with them 
purified the temple. The desecrated altar was pulled down 
and a new one built. The sacred vessels were renewed, a 
golden lamp-stand, an altar of incense, and a table of shew- 
bread made. They placed the incense on the altar, lighted 
the lamps, laid the shew-bread on the table, bung up the cur 
tains, and restored the temple to its former state. On the 
twentyfiftti day of the ninth month, they arose early and 
offered again according to the law, on the altar of burnt offer- 
ing, with song and pipe, harp and cymbal. This was the first 
offering since the time when the heathen defiled the sanctua- 
ry. This festival of the new altar was continued for nine 
days, and there was great joy among the people, that their 
disgrace was taken away. It was resolved that it should be 
annually observed, as a remembrance for ever. They then 
built strong walls and towers «round the sanctuary on the 
bill of Zion. Judas proceeded from victory to victory, till 
at length he lost his life in an unsuccessful battle, after he had 
made a league with the Romans. His brother Jonathan follow 
ed him, and maintained himself and upheld the law in very 
difficult circumstances. He was appointed high-priest The 
heroic defender of Judea was made prisoner by stratagem 
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and shfunefully put to death. He was great in council, still 
greater in the 'field, and those who saw bim were compelled 
to confess that Jehovah had raised him up to be the guardian 
of the people in their time of need. I saw him in my youth 
at Pto]emais,at the espousals of king Alexander Balas, of 
Syria, with the daughter of the king Egypt, There sat the 
hero, in a robe of purple, among the kings at table, and sur- 
passed them all in royalty of mien. 

^ Simon, the last of the sons of Mattathias, now took the 
command of the army. It was he whom his dying father 
had called the Wise, and commanded his brethren to obey 
him. For four and twenty years he had served his brethren 
with counsel, and, tliough older than Judas and Jonathan, 
had filled a subordinate station with so much humility, as 
weU to deserve the honor of finally establishing the independ- 
ence of Israel. He had scarcely erected a monument at 
Modin, to his father and his valiant brothers, renewed the 
covenant with the Romans, and sent an embassy to Deme- 
trius in Syria, when the Romans declared Israel free, and 
Demetrius formally renounced all claims upon them. This 
happy consummation, by which Israel has been placed 
securely on an eminence of prosperity unknown beforci 
became an era to us, and we are now in the tbirtyfouiih 3'ear 
of freedom. The people dwell in the land, serve no foreign 
master, possess the temple and the Jaw, and fulfil it gladly. 
Would that this same period bad not also witnessed the erec- 
tion of the Oneion at Leontofiolis ! 

^ I cannot refrain from adding a few events of the latest 
times. Simon retook Gaza; Jerusalem was purified. He 
besieged the garrison in the castle, and when tliey surrendered 
and retired, be entered with branches of palm and the sound 
of the harp, singing praises to God for having delivered Israel 
from tyranny, and commanded that this day sliould be kept 
as a perpetual festival. He built walls all around the tcmpk« 
hill, made the castle still stronger, and took up his own resi- 
dence there. The people, as an expression of their gratitude, 
chose him as their prince and high -priest, till God should 
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raise up the true Propliet. While Simon lived, Judah had 
peace, every man cultivated his own field, the land was pro- 
ductive, and there was fruit in th^ vine. The elders exer- 
cised authority and preserved good order, and the condition 
of the citizens was greatly improved. 

'^ What shall I say of John Hyrcanus, his son and succes- 
sor ? Thou wilt see him thyself, Helon, in all his majesty ; and 
wert thou, Myron, to see him, thou wouldst never jest again 
at Israel's expense. While we were enduring in Egypt the 
cruelty of the abandoned Ptolemy Physcon, and the men of 
science and eminence in the arts were ^ying from the coun- 
try, Israel was happy under its wise and heroic prince. If 
the oppression of the Syrians was felt for a short time, Hyr- 
canus soon shook it off, and himself conquered the Syrian 
cities, Madeba, Samega, and others. He next humbled the 
Samaritans; and removed. that offence of every Jew, the tem- 
ple on mount Gerizim. He gave the Idumeans theii* choice, 
to expatriate themselves, or to receive circumcision, and thus 
united the seed of Esau with the postc«ity of Jacob. He has 
DuUt tne castle or Baris lii ihxs nuiy cU^. Ilc is dlMinguisbcd, 
above all the princes and fathers of Israel, by uniting in him- 
self the threefold office which the Messiah is to bear, king, 
leader and high-priest. At this moment he has just annihi- 
lated the power of the Samaritans by the conquest of their 
capital. 

^ To such a pitch of glory and to such hopes has Jehovah 
exalted his people ; to him be the praise ! He setteth us up 
on high. Since the days of Abraham, no period has occurred 
in which Israel was so free and so pure. Great was indeed 
the splendor of the reign of Solomon ; nor can we now boast 
that silver and gold are like the stones of the street — but in 
bis days neither sovereign nor people were strict in the ob- 
servance of the law. Now, what zeal, what earnestness for 
the law is manifested ! Our fathers in those days were little 
better in this respect that the Hellenists in our own. 

^ I praise my God that he has permitted me to behold the 
glory of his people, and to feast my thoughts with the con- 



02 THE HALT AT RAPHIA. 

teinplatioii of it, though I am not permitted to direll with my 
brethren in the Land of Promise, under the sceptre of Hyr- 
canus. Uow important the present condition of Israel is^ 
may be judged from the long preparations by which it has 
been brought about, and the difficulties which opposed and 
retarded it. 

Had not the Lord been on our side, 

May Israel now say, 

Had not the Lord been on our side, 

When men rose up against us, 

Then they had swallowed us up alive, 

When their wrath was kindled against us ; 

The waters had overwhelmed ^xs, 

And the proud waters had gone over our soul. 

The stream had gone over our soul. 

Blessed be the Lord ! 

He hath not given us a prey to their teeth. 

Our soul is escaped, as a bird out of the snare of the fowler. 

The snare is broken and we are escaped. 

Our help is in the name of Jehovah 3 

He made heaven and earth ^P>, fsxiv, 

*^ The time therefore cannot be remote, when all the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed in the seed of Abraham and the 
son of David. The sins which are still found in Israel alone 
prevent his immediate appearance. As soon as they repent, 
and keep but one Sabbath as they ought, the expectation of 
Israel will come. For thus has Isaiah prophesied ; * Thus 
saith the Lord ; my salvation is near and my righteousness is 
about to be revealed. Blessed is' the man that doeth this, and 
the son of man that layeth hold on it, that kecpeth the Sab- 
bath free from pollution, and restraineth his hand from doing 
any evil.* He that is promised shall come and that speedily. 
Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee ! The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising.'f In this hope, I con- 
clude my narrative, which, long as it has been, is too short for 
the subject, with that psalm, so full of thankfulness and hope ; 

* Isaiah I vi. 2. f Isaiah Iz, 1. 
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PraiM ye the Lord : for it is good to sing praises to oar God ; 

For it is pleasant, and praise is comely. 

Jehovah doth build up Jerusalem, 

He gathereth together the outeasts of Israel } 

He healeth the broken in heart, 

And bindeth op tlieir wounds« 

He telleth the number of the stars, 

He calleth them all by their names. 

Great is our Lord, and of great power, 

His understanding is infinite. 

The Lord lIAeth up the oppressed. 

He castetb the wicked down to the ground. 

Sing unto Jehovah with thanksgiving! 

Sing praises upon the harp unto our God ! 

He covereth the heaven with clouds. 

He giveth rain upon the earth. 

He maketh grass to grow upon the mountains, 

He giveth to the beast his food, 

And to the young ravens when they cry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of the horse, 

Nor takes pleasure in the swiftness of a man : 

The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear him, 

In those that hope in his mercy. 

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem I 

Praise thy God. O Zion ! 

For he bath strengthened the bars of thy gates. 

He hath blessed thy children within thee ; 

He maketh peace in thy borders, 

He filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. 

He showeth his word unto Jacob, 

His statutes and his judgments unto Israel. 

He hath not done so with every nation. 

They have not known his judgments. 

Praise Jehovah ! — ^Ps. cxlvii. 

«'Amen !" exclaimed Helon ; ** Amen !" responded Elisama ; 
and even Myron repeated ** Amen !'' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE PROMISEB LAND. 

The way from Raphia to Gaza was travelled with veiy 
diflTercnt feelings by the several members of our party. 

HeloD, as he proceeded, was constantly looking to the right, 
towards the hills of Judah, which rose black and dark in the 
starry night, to the eastward of the road which they travelled 
along the coast. His feelings grew more intense with every 
glance ; passages from the Psalms and the Prophets perpetually 
rose to his lips ; and all the fatigues of the journey over the 
stony and sandy soil were forgotten in the reflection, that 
every step brought him nearer to the Promised Land. The 
history of his people passed in review before his mind, and 
his imagination applied everything around him to cherish the 
illusion. Instead of a caravan of Phoenician traders, he 
seemed to be in the pastoral encampments of Abraham ; with 
Moses and the children of Israel in the wilderness ; in the 
caravan of the queen Sheba, when she came to visit Solo- 
mon ; or amongst the exiles returning with Zerubbabel, to re- 
build the ruined sanctuary. 

Elisama was seated on his horse, his mind full of the glory 
of Israel which was about to be revealed ; in the midst of the 
bitterness against the heathen, which was become a neces- 
sary excitement tohisag'^d heart, and the inward ill-will 
which he harbored against Myron, he rejoiced in the triumph 
which he had gained over him by his narrative, which had 
been so complete, as to force the Greek, at last, to assent to 
the praises of Israel. 

With these feelings they came late at night to Gaza. £lis- 
ama, while the tents were erecting, paid the conductor of the 
caravan the sum agreed upon for the journey. As he intended, 
according to the ancient custom of his people, to make the 
journey of the passover on foot, he had already bargained with 
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some one in the caravan fbr the purefaaae of the horses. They 
reposed for some hours, and rose again before the dawn. 

The caravan still lay buried in profound slumber. By the 
time the camels were loaded and themselves ready to depart, 
the morning began to dawn, and a singular spectacle was un- 
folded by it. The camels were croucliiDg in a wide circle 
around the baggage, the horses, and merchandise ; and their 
long necks and litde heads rose like towers above a waH. 
The men had encamped around fires or in tents. Most of the 
fires had burnt out, only here and there dyings embers occik 
sionally shot a flame, which foebly iQuminated the singular 
groups around. Within the great circle all was still, save that 
the watchmen with their long staves were going their rounds, 
and calling their watchword in the stillness of the hour. Id 
the distance were heard the hoarse sounds of the waves, 
breaking on the shore. - On the other side of the camp was 
Gaza with its towers and ruins ; and the fiery glow of mor- 
ning was lightening up the scene of the foarful accomplish- 
ment of the word of prophecy. Gaza, once so populous, 
magnificent, and strong, when she committed the shameful 
outrage on Samson, had no longer any gates at the spot where 
the mighty hero once lifted them up, and placed them on the 
hill opposite to Hebron.* Jeremjab had taken the wine-cup 
of fury from the hand of Jehovah, to cause the nations to 
drink of it to whom the Lord had sent him, and Gaza was 
amongst them, that they might reel and be mad because of the 
sword that he sent amongst thenkf The shepherd of Tekoah 
had foretold this in yet plainer language : ; 

Thas saith Jehovah, 

Three transgressions of Gaza have I passed unnoticed, 

Bnt the fourth I cannot overlook. 

And I will send a fire on the wnlls of Gaza, 

Which shall devour the palaces thereof. -* Amos i. 6, 7. 

Zephaniab ) had said, <* Gaza shall be forsaken ;" and las 
of all Zechariah^ had declared, 

* Jadg. zvi. 1—^. t Jer. zlvii. t Zeph. ii. 4. ( 2Seeh. Is. 6. 
8 
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AfbkeloD shall see it and fear, 
Gaza also shall see it and grieve, 
The king shall pensh from Gaza, 
And Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. 

What the prophets foretold against Gaza, which was one of 
the ^ve principal cities of the southwest of Canaan, Alex- 
ander the Great had fulfilled. Her ruins bore witness also 
to the prowess of the later heroes of Israel, Jonathan and 
Simon. The city had been originally allotted to the tribe 
of Judah, and the Philistines never prospered in their unjust 
possession of it. It was the seat of the worship of Dagon, a 
monstrous idol, whose lower half had the form of a fish, and 
the upper of a woman. Helon regarded the city as a monu- 
ment of Israel's revenge, placed on the very confines of the 
Promised Land. Today he was to entet that land, and it 
seemed as if this awful spectacle had been exhibited to him, 
to impress indelibly upon his mind the transition from the 
land of the heathen to the land of Jehovah. 

Lost in these thoughts, he stood unconscious of what was 
going on around him. Myron placed himself beside him, 
and, for a long time, watched him with earnest curiosity. 
" In good truth," he at last suddenly exclaimed, ** this is ori- 
ental contemplation ! Helon, thou thinkest on Jerusalem !" 
HeloD, disagreeably startled from his sublime reflections. 
Implied, ** I was not thinking on Jerusalem, but on that city of 
the heathen, on which, as our prophet predicted, * baldness 
is come.' " 

"It is indeed a revolting eight," said Myron, "and your 
prophet's anticipation has proved correct. But you are about 
to depart today for Jerusalem. How I wish I could accom- 
pany you, and enter this temple, whose magnificence I have 
heard you describe, along with the train of ]iilgrims to th« 
passover !" 

"You would find yourself," said Helon, "in a more, dis- 
agreeable situation, than even on the journey from Pelusium 
to Gaza." 
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**I should be able to stand my ground neFertfaele88,''.Baid 
Myron : " I must now however go to Sidon. But I have a 
plan to propose." He then told him what his own occupa- 
tions were, and suggested, that as they would probably be 
terminated about the time when Elisama and Helen would 
have celebrated the two festivals, he should join them at Jeru- 
salem, and after visiting together some other parts of the 
Holy Land, they should return to Egypt in <;ompany. With 
the address of a Greek, he contrived to make his proposal 
acceptable even to Elisama, who, offended as he was at his 
sarcasms upon the Jewish people, cherished a hope that by 
knowing them better he might be persuaded to become, if not 
a proselyte of righteousness, at least a proselyte of the gate. 
Helen was convinced, that no true peace was to be derived 
from all the boasted wisdom of the Greeks, and ardently 
desired that the friend of his youth, who had sought this peace 
with him in philosophy, might be brought to confess witli 
him, that it was only to be found in the law of Jehovah ; and 
Elisama had often observed that the scoffer is most easily 
converted into a worshiper. 

Myron and our travellers took leave of each other, in the 
hope of meeting after a few months. He went through the 
camp to seek <or company as far as Tyre, and they took the 
road to Hebron. 

From Gaza two roads conduct to Jerusalem. One passes 
by Eleutheropolis and the plain of Sephela; the other 
through the hills by Hebron. Although the former was' 
easier and more customary, Elisama preferred the latter. He 
had a friend in Hebron, whom he had not seen for many 
years, and in whose company he wished to perform the pil- 
grimage ; and he was desirous of making Helen's first en- 
trance into the Land of Promise as solemn and impressive as 
possible. By taking the easier road, they must have gone a 
long way through the country of the Philistines, and not 
have been joined by pilgrims, till they reached Moreschetb, 
and then only in small numbers. On the other road, they 
entered immediately on the Jewish territory, and their way 
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eonducted them through scenes adorned with many an his- 
torical remembrance. They had not proceeded far inward 
from the sea, in the direction of the river Besor, when they 
reached the confines of Judah ; they stood at the foot of its 
hills, and the laud of the heathen lay behind them. Helon 
seemed to fbel for the first time what home and native coun- 
try mean. In Egypt, where he had been born and bred, he 
had been conscious of no such feeling ; for he had been 
taught to regard himself as only a sojourner there. Into this 
unknown, untrodden native county he was about to enter, 
and before he set his foot upon it, at the first sight of it, the 
breeze seemed to waft from its hills a welcome to his home. 
** Land of my fathers," he exclaimed, " Land of Promise, 
promised to me also from my earliest years !" and quickened 
his Bt^ps to reach it. He felt the truth of the saying, that 
Israel is Israel only in the Holy Land. ^ Here," said Elisama, 
''is the boundary of- Judah." Helon, unable to speak, tlirew 
himself on the sacred earth, kissed it and watered it with his 
tears, and Sallu, letting go the bridles of the camels, did the 
same. Elisama stood beside them, and as he stretched his 
arms over them, and in the name of the God of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, blessed their going out and their coming 
in, his eyes too overflowed with tears, and his heart seemed 
to warm again, as with the renewal of a youthful love. See, 
he exclaimed, 

The winter is past, the rain is over aod gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth 3 

The time of the singing of birds is come. 

The voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. 

The figtree putteth forth her green figs. 

The vines give fragrance from their blossoms. — Cant. ü. 10. 

They proceeded slowly on their way ; Helon gazed around 
him on every side, and thought he had never seen so lovely a 
spring. The latter rains had ceased, and had given a quick- 
ening freshness to the breezes from the hills, such as he had 
never known in the Delta, The narcissus and the hyacinth. 
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the blossoms of the apricot and peach, shed their last fra* 
grance around. The groves of terebinth, the olive-yards and 
vineyards stood before them in their lively green : the corn^ 
swollen by the rain, was ripening fast for the harvest, and the 
fields of barley were already yellow. The wide meadows, 
covered with grass for the cattle, the alternation of hill and 
valley, the rocks hewn out in terraces, and filled with earth 
and planted, offered a constant variety of delightful view^s. 
You might see that this was a land, the dew of which Jeho- 
vah had blessed, in which the prayer of Isaac over Jacob had 
been fulfilled, when the patriarch said, " God give thee of the 
dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of 
corn and wine."* Helen drank of the clear mountain stream, 
whose sparkling reflection seemed to him like a smile from a 
parent's eyes on a returning wanderer, and thought the sweet 
water of the Nile, so praised by the Egyptians, could bear 
no comparison witli it Elisama reminded bim of the words 
of the psalm ; 

Thoa lookest down upon our land and waterest it, 

And makes it full of sheaves. 

The fiver of God is full of water. 

Thou preparest com and tillest the land, 

Thou waterest its furrows and softenest its clods ; 

Thou moistenest it with showers, thou blessest its springing, 

Thou'crownest the year with thy blessmg, 

And thy footsteps drop fatness. 

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness, 

And the bills are encompassed with xejoicing. 

The pastures are clothed with flocks. 

And the fields are covered with com i 

All shout for joy and sing.^' — Ps. Ixv. 

<< This," exclaimed both together, *< is indeed the Land of 
Promise ; " and Helon called to naind the words of the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, " Thus saith the Lord Jehovah, I lifted up my 
hand to bring them out of Egypt jnto a land which I had 

Gen. xzvii. ^. 

fir» ■ ' • ■ ' • 



90 ¥HE PROMISED LAND. 

promüed for them, a land flowing with milk and honey; a 
land that is the glory of all lands.''* 

* These words Helon repeated incessantly as he proceeded. 
The pure mountain air, which he had never drawn before, 
inspired the body, as the feeling of home refreshed the mind. 
This moment, and that in which he had returned to the law, 
moments of deep and indelible interest, seemed to rise like 
lofty summits, far above the ordinary Jevel of the events of life. 
When he thought on the narrative of his uncle, he was inclin- 
ed to compare the former of these events with the terrific 
annunciation of the law frooi Sinai — the latter, with the joy 
of Israel, when, under the command of Joshua, they crossed 
the Jordan, and first set their feet on the Promised Land. 

During the whole of this journey to Hebron, external 
impressions seemed to have no other power over him, than 
to awaken trains of thought, connected with the subject by 
which his whole soul was occupied. When Elisama pointed 
out to him Minois and Gerar, which, lay far to the south ; and 
reminded him that Gerar was the place where Abraham had 
involved himself in difficulties by the concealment of the 
truth from Abimelech ;t aud where the pious Asa had de- 
feated the Ethiopians;! these hints were sufficient for his 
imagination to cover the plains with the flocks of the patri- 
arch, and the hosts of the virtuous king of Judah. 

They passed near Beersheba, which had given rise to the 
expression so common in scripture history, " from Dan to 
Beersheba," to denote the whole extent of the Holy Land, 
from north to south. Beershel^a was the frontier town on 
the south, distant firom Dan a hundred and sixty sabbath- 
days' journeys, or fiflythree leagues. Elisama related how 
Abraham and Isaac had dug a well here, aud called it Beer- 
sheba, in memory of the oaths exchanged between them and 
Abimelech ;§ how Jehovah had here appeared to Jacob, and 
permitted him to go down to Egypt to his beloved Joseph ;|| 

* Ezek. XX. 6. f Gen. xxv! . J 2 Chron. xiv. 13. 

$ Gen. xxi. 3, j xxvi. 33. || Gen. xlvi. 1. 
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bow Elijah the Tishbite had fled hither from the face of Ahab 
and Jezebel ;* how Samuel's sons had judged the people 
here ;f and how, in latter times, it had become a seat of ido^ 
atroiis worship under Uzziah; in consequence of which 
Amos had given the warning, " Pass not to Beersheba,"t ^d 
had denounced calamity on those who say, <' The worship 
of Beersheba iiveth."§ At the return from the captivity this 
was one of the first cities which the exiles repeopled. Not- 
withstanding the length of the journey, which they performed 
on foot, Elisama seemed to feel no fatigue ; and every hill or 
valley, every town or village, which they passed, gave him 
fresh occasion to produce his inexhaustible store of histori- 
cal recollections. Their road lay by Debir, called also some- 
times Kiriath Sanna, sometimes Kiriath Sepher ; and it 
reminded him of the heroic prize, the hand of bis own 
daughter Achsah, which Caleb had proposed to the man who 
should conquer it.|| 

At length Hebron rose before them, and each approached 
it with characteristic feelings. Helen viewed it only as hav- 
ing been for seven years the city of David's residence ;•* and 
could have imagined, that the tones of the sweet singer's 
harp still lingered about its walls. Elisama longed to see the 
friend of his youth, and to repose under his hospitable roof. 
There was an unusual commotion beneath the towering 
palms at the gate and in all the streets. It was evident that 
they were preparing to depart for Jerusalem on the morrow. 

They were received with the cordial welcome of early but 
long separated friends. Elisama had scarcely laid himself 
' down, to have his feet washed, when the discourse between 
him and his host flowe<l as freely as if the old man had only 
walked a sabbath-day's journey. Helon observed, that here 
the ancient custom was preserved of crouching upon the 
can)et at meals ; while in Alexandria they reclined on Gre- 
cian cushions. He fell asleep^ and night prolonged the 
dreams of day. 

* 1 Kings xix. 3. f 1 Sam. viii. 2. t Amos v. 5. 

$ Amos viii. 14. || Ju^es i. 12. ** 2 Sam. ii. 11. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE PILGRIMAGE. 

At the first crowing of the cock, all was in nnotioD ; tlieir 
host was making the last arrangements for bis departure, the 
neighbors entered to announce that the march was about to 
begin. Refreshments were offered to the travellers, and 
especially to Elisama ; but he declared with earnestness that 
even amidst the idolaters of Egypt, he had scarcely ever 
allowed himself to taste food early in a morning, and much 
less would he do so in Israel, and in the city of David, and on 
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The commotion in the street 
became greater and greater, and it was scarcely dawn, when 
they set forth. All the doors of the houses were open, all 
the roofs were covered with pei-sons watching their departure. 
Helon, as he passed through the streets of Hebron in the 
ruddy light of the dawn, and by the palm trees at the gate, 
was reminded that Hebron was one of the oldest cities in the 
world, even older than Zoan in Egypt ;* that it had been 
conquered by Joshua, and given as a portion to Caleb, the 
bravest and mest faithful of the explorers of the land ;\ that 
it had afterwards become a city of the priests, and had been 
for seven years the residence of David ; that it had been 
taken by the Idu means, and reconquered, by the Maccabees,! 
and once more incorporated with Judah. But when he had 
passed the gate, and gained a view of the lovely valley full of 
vineyards and corn-fields, and looked around on the region 
where patriarchs had tended their flocks and pitched their 
tents, and lived in friendly communion with Jehovah, all 
the high and enthusiastic feelings of the preceding day were 
renewed in his miud. From all the cross-roads, men, women, 

* Num. xiii. S2. t Josh. ziv. 14. 1 1 Mac. v. 65. 
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and children were streaming towards the highway to Jerusa- 
lem. They had scarcely proceeded a sabbath-day's journey, 
when they saw the grove of terebinths ; cymbafs, -flutes, and 
psalms resounded from the midst of it, and hundreds were 
standing under the turpentine-tree of Abraham, a tree of im- 
mense size and wide spreading branches. Helon entered the 
grove of Mamre with feelings of religious veneration. Here 
Abraham had dwelt, here the angels had appeared to him ; 
beneath these trees Isaac had been promised, and the rite of 
circumcision instituted; here Ishmael had been bom, and 
driven from his fathei's tent ; and not far off was the cave of 
Macpelah, where Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, 
Jacob and Leah were buried.* And on this spot, consecrated 
by so many recollections, the children of these patriarchs 
were now preparing to depart, on their festal pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem. The occasion and the place seemed to banish 
from all hearts every other feeling but piety and good will ; 
mutual greetings were exchanged ; friends and relations 
sought each other out, and associated themselves for the jour- 
ney, and all faces beamed with joy. " It is time to set out," 
said some of the elders to the judge of Hebron: ^* already 
has the. priest asked the watchman on the temple. Does it 
begin to be light towards Hebron ?" The priests and elders 
led the procession ; the peoj>le followed, and the slaves with 
the camels were placed in the midst of them, the Levites had 
distributed themselves with their instruments among the 
multitude, and as they set forward they sung this psalm : 

How am I glad when they say unto me, 

I will go up to tlie house of Jehovah ! 

My foot ^ath stood already in thy gates, O Jerusalem ' 

Jerusalem, thou beautifully built 3 

Chief city, where all unite together ! 

Thither do the tribes go up, 

The tribes of Jehovah to the festival of remembrance, 

To praise the name of Jehovah. 

* Gen. xiii. 18 } xviii. 1 3 xxiii. 17. 
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There are the thrones of judgment, 

The thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem * 

May they prosper that love thee ! 

Peace be within thy waJis, 

Prosperity in thy palaces ! 

For my brethren and companions' sake, 

I wish thee peace ! 

For the sake of the temple of our God, 

I bless thee with good. — Ps. czxii. 

It 13 impossible to conceive of the soul-felt exultation with 
which this psalm was sung, and of its effect on old and young. 
Now the voices rose, like the notes of the mounting lark, on 
the summit of the hills, now sunk again in the depths of the 
valleys. How differently did it operate now upon the heart 
of Helon, and when he sung it before to his solitary harp on 
his roof in Alexandria ! How did he bless the memory of Sam- 
uel, who had given his schools of the prophets the harp and 
the flute ;* and of David, who, bred up among them, did 
not forget them even when seated on his throne,t but appoint- 
ed Levites for the cultivation of music ; and himself often laid 
down his sceptre, to assume the harp. It was on such a pil- 
grimage, with such accompaniments, that the sublimity and 
force of the psalms, and the superiority of Jewish poetry, 
made itself fully felt. 

Helon was astonished at the effect they had upon himself 
and all around him. The youths and maidens bounded for joy, 
and tears of pleasure stood in the eyes of the aged. Those 
who were going up for the first time to the festival looked and 
listened to those who had already been there, as if to hear 
from them an explanation of the full meaning of what they 
sung. The old heard in these festive acclamations the echo 
of their own youthful joys, and while their hearts swelled 
with the remembrance of the feelings of their earliest pilgrim- 
age, they beat yet higher with gratitude to Jehovah, who had 
permitted them, in their gray hairs, to behold such gloriou» 

* 1 Sam. X. 5. : xix. 20. 1 2 Cbron. vii. 6. 
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days for Israel, the Syrian tyranny overthrown, and Hyrcanua 
seated on the throne. 

Sublime are the acclamations of a people freed from a 
foreign yoke! But here was more. It was the fraternal 
union of a whole people, in the holiest bond of a common 
faith, going up to appear before the altar of Jehovah, and 
to commemorate the wonders of love and mercy which he 
had manifested towards their forefathers. They seemed a 
band of brothers. " In Alexandria," said Helen, " Jew is 
against Jew, and family against family — but here is one holy 
people, loving each other as the children of one Israel, joint 
heirs of one great and blessed name." Every one had bidden 
adieu to to the occupations and the anxieties of ordinary life. 
They had come to give thanks and to pray, and no sounds but 
those of thankfulness and prayer were heard among them. 
The hostilities and alienations produced by self-love and the 
collision of interests appeared to have been lefl at home, and 
the general joy dispersed every melancholy feeling which an 
individual might have been disposed to indulge. On these 
pilgrimages they seemed as free from care as the people of 
old, when, rescued from Egyptian bondage, they were fed by 
manna from heaven, on their way to the land that flowed with 
milk and honey. Jehovah had promised to protect the whole 
country, so that no enemy should invade its borders, while 
the people went up thrice, in every year, to appear before 
him* — how much more confidently might each father of a 
family intrust his own houseliold to his protection ! Nothing 
was more remarkable than that the aged and the weakly were 
able to bear this journey of thirtysix sabbath-days' journeys, 
over hill and dale, without complaining of fatigue. It seemed 
as if the strong had given to the weaker a portion of their 
own vigor ; or rather, as if Jehovah himself had strengthened 
the feeble knees for this journey. They expressed these sen- 
timents, by singing, immediately after the former, the follow- 
ing psalm : 

♦^Jxod. xxxiv. 23. 
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I will lift up mine eyes onto the liHls 
From which my help cometh. 
My help cometh from Jehovah, 
The maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : 
He that keepeth thee will not slumber, 
He that keepcfh Israel neither slumbereth nor sleepeth. 
Jehovah is thy guardian. 
Thy shade upon thy right hand t 
The sun shall not smite thee by day, 
"Nor the moon by night. 
Jehovah shall preserve thee from all evil. 
He shall preserve thy soul. 

Jehovah preserve tb thy going out and thy coming in, 
From this time forth and ibrevennore. — Ps. cxxl. 

It was a beautiful sight, when the procession came from 
the plain among the hills. The rocky walls, between which 
their path sometimes lay, re-echoed with their songs* Helon 
withdrew a little from the line, to an eminence which com- 
manded a view in both directions, and could see the train, 
covering both the ascent and the descent of the hill, spread* 
ing over the plain, and winding like a wreath around the bill 
beyond. 

In every town and village to which they came, they were 
received wiih shouts of joy. Before the doors of the houses 
stood tables with dates, honey, and bread. New crowds of 
persons, dressed in their holiday attire, were waiting at the 
junction of the roads, in the fields, and at the entrance of the 
towns, and joined themselves to the long procession. Here 
and there Jbefore the houses, in the fields or in the vineyards, 
stood an unclean person, or a woman, or a child, who had 
been compelled to remain at home, and who replied with 
tears to the salutation of the passing multitude. It seemed 
as if the people carried all joy with them from the country to 
Jerusalem, and only sorrow was felt for those who remained 
behind. Before a house in Bethshur, stood a fine boy of ten 
years old. Tears streamed from his large dark eyes, and the 
open features of his noble countenance had an expression of 
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profound grie^ His niotfaef was endeavoring to comfort him 
and to lead him back into the court, assuring him that his 
father would take him thq next time. But the boy listened 
Deither to her consolations nor her promises, and continued 
to exclaim, « O father, father, let me go to the temple ! I know 
all the psalms by heart." He stretched out his arms to the 
passers-by in earnest entreaty, and happening to see among 
them a man of the neighborhood whom he knew, he flew to 
faim, and clinging to his girdle and his upper garment, be- 
sought him with tears to take him witli him, till the man, 
moved with his earnestniess, asked his mother to allow him to 
go, promising Co take care of him till he should find out his 
father. 

'* And this," said Helon, ** is the object of children's long- 
ing in Israd ; so early does the desire of keeping the festival 
display itself!" Brought up in Palestine, he felt it would have 
been with him exactly as with the child. 

They now passed through a wood and then descended a 
lofly hill whose slope was wholly covered with vines. In the 
valley before them lay the pools of Solomon. They slacken- 
ed their pace, and the following psalm was sung : 

How lovely are thy tabernacles, Lord of hosts ! 
My soul longeth and faintelh for the courts of the Lord, 
My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 
As the bird that findeth her house. 
As the swallow, a nest for her young. 
So 1 thine altars, O Lord of hosts. 
My king aud my God ! 
filessed are they that dwell in thy house ', 
They are still praising Thee ; 

Blessed is the man who placeth his confidence in Thee, 
And thinketh of the way to Jerusalem ! 
Should they pass through the valley of sorrow, 
They find it full of springs, 
ßlessings be on him who goeth beftM« them ; 
They increase in strength as they go on, 
Till they appear before God in Zion. 
O Lord of hosts, hear my prayer I 
9 
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Give car, O Giod of Jacob ! 

God, oor shield, Iflwik down, 
Behold the face of thine anointed ! 

A day in thy courts is better than a thousand. 

1 had rather be a doorkeeper iu the house of God, 
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

For Jehovah our God is a sun and a shield 5 

Jehovah giveth grace and glory, 

No good thing will he withhold from them (hat walk uprightly. 

O Lord of hosts, 

Blessed is th»inau tLat trusteth in Thee ! — Ps. Ixxxiv. 

They were now arrived at the pools of Solomon, into 
which the brook Etham was received, and which had for- 
merly supplied Jerusalem with water, by means of a costly 
aqueduct. The three pools lay on different levels, one below 
another, on a sloping ground. Around each was a double 
row of noble palms, in which the whole of ih'is spot abound- 
ed* Here, beside the springs in the refreshing shade of the 
trees, the pilgrims encamped to rest at noon. They bad ac- 
complished twentysix sabbath-days' journeys of their march, 
and ten yet remained. 

This aqueduct of Solomon's was a stupendous work. The 
fountain of Etham, Whose waters the pools received, was 
about one hundred and fifty paces above them. The pools 
were of an oblong form, the highest one hundred and sixty, 
the second two hundred, the lowest two hundred and twenty 
paces in length, and all ninety paces in breadth. The cele- 
brated gardens of Solomon lay beneath these reservoirs, and 
were a work equally admirable in their kind. They lay in a 
rocky valley, enclosed by high hills, and were five hundred 
paces long and two hundred broad. A solitude, which had no- 
thing in it wild or savage, made them a delightful retreat. Iir 
the stillness of this glen, amidst fruit-trees of every variety, the 
king might find a noble recreation from the cares of royalty. 
From these extraordinary gardens Solomon derived his 
imagery, when he said, " A garden enclosed is my sister, 
my spouse :"* and when he speaks in the same ])a8sage of a 

'Canticles iv. 12. 
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Spring shut up, and a fountain sealed, we are reminded of the 
fountain of £tham, which Solomon j» said to have sealed 
with his own signet ring. Both may serve to explain the 
words of the Preacher. " I made me great works, I builded 
me houses, I planted me vineyards ; 1 made me gardens and 
orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kinds of fruits; I 
made me pools of water to water therewith the wood of 
green trees."* Both the reservoirs and the aqueduct ap- 
peared, by the solidity of their construction, to have been de- 
signed to last forever, and were worthy of \hs king by whom 
they were made, and of his times of which the Book of 
Chronicles declares, that "Silver was in Jerusalem like 
8tones."f Our travellers blessed his memory, as they drank, 
beneath the shade of the palms, the refreshing draught of 
the cool rock water. It was just mid-day, the heat of the 
8un was intense, and all longed for repose and coolness. 

After a short rest, the sacks and wine-skins were unpacked 
from the camels, while others produced their humble stores 
from their mantles or their bosoms. The upper garments 
were spread for carpets, on which they lay for rest, or crouch 
ed to eat. , Now you might see that these pilgrims were a 
band of brothers. It is true, the very poorest had brought 
something with him. For weeks before, they had denied 
themselves, in order to save something for this festival ; and 
on this day at least the command of Moses might apfiear to 
have been literally fulfilled, " There shall be no beggar 
among you." But besides this the rich had provided for the 
poor a supply of those things which on ordinary occasions 
they were not able to procure themselves. Some sent to the 
old men a cup of generous wine, or regaled the children 
with confectionary fruits. From Tekoah, the birth-place of 
the prophet Amos, which was not far off^ came asses loaded 
with the celebrated honey of Tekoah ; and from Beth-Che- 
rem, celebrated for its wines, others with large and sweet 
raisins. From the cheerful mirth which pervaded the whole 

* Eccl. ii. 4. 1 2 Cbron ix. 27. 
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assembly, aud tlie delighful coolness of the water and tb« 
trees, tbey seemed more like a company celebrating, in a fine 
evening, the festival of the new moon, than a caravan halting 
at mid-day. No one felt the heat or complained of weariness^ 
except a few aged and weakly persons, who indulged them- 
selves in a short rest. 

Behind a hill the walls of Tekoah were discerned in the 
distance, and beyond it the desert of Tekoah, the free pasture 
of the bees, for whose honey the town was celebrated. *' Does 
not this scene 4Tmind thee of the prophet herdsman of Te- 
koah ?" said Klisams^ to Helen. ^ How should it not," replied 
Helon, " when I see his prophecy almost fulfilled before 
my eyes ?"* 

In that day will I raise up the falleii tabernacle of Davids 
And close up its breaches, and raise up its ruiDS, 
And build it afresh as in the da^'S of old, 
That they may conquer th^ i:eranaat of £.doi:Q^. 
And of all nations whom I will consecrate to myself 
Sailh Jehovah who doeth this. 
Behold the day cometh, saith Jehovah, 
When the ploughman shall overtake the reaper, 
Xnd the treader of grapes him that soweth seed. 
V And the mountains shall drop sweet wine. 
And all the hill's shall stream. 
I will bring back the captivity of my people Israel, 
Aud they shall build the desolate cities, 
And ))lRiit vineyards and drink the wine thereof, 
Tbey shall make gardens and eat the fruit of them^. 
And I will phant them firmly in their land, 
And they shall no more be plucked out of their land whit'h I have 

given them, 
Sailh the Lord thy God. 

They waited another hour in this pleasant valley, till the 
great heat of noon was moderated. During this time some 
youths came to Helen, and said to him, ^ Though you speak 
our language, you are not a youth of Jiidah, your tiirbar^ 

* \o(kqs i?. 1 k.. 
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betra j8 you." Helen inibrmed them that h e was a» ^.ramcean 
Jew, a native of Alexandria indeed, but one who had chosen 
Jerusalem, in preference to Leontopolis. They acknowledg- 
ed him with joy as one of themselves, and invited him to ac- 
company them in a walk around the encampment. Helon 
gladly accepted the ofFer.^ 

One group riveted the attention of Helon so long, that he 
did npt leave them till it was near the time of departure. 
Under almost the farthest palm trees sat seven robust young 
men, with an equal number of women and several children. 
*^This is Mardochai of Ziph, with his children and children's 
children," said one of the youths who accompanied Helon. 
They approached him, took him by the hand, and congratu- 
lated him upon being able to go up to the feast, with such a 
train of his descendants. ** Yes," exclaimed the old man, 
while tears trembled in his dark eyes, *^ Jehovah hath abun 
dantly blessed me. I see my offspring, like the sand on the 
seashore — children and children's children, to the number of 
fifty souls!" 

This aged pair had not for several years gone up to the 
festival : but their children had now persuaded them to ap- 
pear once more before Jehovah. They had been the last in 
the procession, and their sons and daughters had been obliged 
almost to carry them in their arms — a burthen which they 
had joyfully sustained — for they had refused either to ride 
or be conveyed in a carriage. "Where could a psalm of 
degrees be more in its place ?" said a lively youth of the com- 
pany. At the word several of them ran to fetch their musical 
instruments, and standing around the deeply moved old man, 
they sung the following psalm : 

Blessed is every one that feareth Jehovah, 
That walketh in bis ways. 
For thoa shall eat of the labor of thy hands : 
Happy art thou, and it is well with thee ! 
Thy wife is a fruitful vine, by the walls of thy house, 
Thy «hildren, like oUve plants around thy table. 
9» 
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Beho9|^ thus shall the man be bleMed that feareth Jebovafiv 

Jehovah will bless thee out of Zion. 

Thou shalt see the prosperity of Jerusalem thine whole life long^ 

Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children. 

Peace be upon Israel !— Ps. cxxviii. 

During this time othera had come up, and soon the news 
were spread through the whole assemblage, that Mardochai 
of Ziph was once more among them ; and nearly all the 
pilgrims came and formed a circle about him. The judges 
and elders of Hebron were among them, and all greeted the 
venerable pair and wished them peace. 

*< Ye shall lead the procession !" saixl an elder of Hebron. 
" The place of honor belongs to you. The pilgrims of He- 
bron cannot advance with any blessing better or more rare.'* 
The sons took their father, the daughters their mother, in 
tlieir arms, the priests and elders followed, and the march 
began again to complete the ten sabbath-days' journeys which 
they were still distant from Jerusalem. 

Far from the expressions of joy being exhausted by all the 
songs and acclamations of the morning, they seemed only to 
be beginning, when they set forward again. From the pools 
of Solomon they took their way through the hills to Bethle- 
hem. The cymbals, cornets, and timbrels of the Levites 
struck up their music again, and many a soul-inspiring psalm 
was heard from the lips of an assemblage now swollen to 
several thousand persons. 

Proceeding in this way they reached Bethlehem Ephratah, 
<< little among the thousands of Judah," and yet so highly 
honored. Both its names allude to the fertility of the country 
in which it stands. Bethlehem signifies the place -of bread ^ 
and Ephratah, /n{i(/u/. In its luxuriant pastui'es Jacob fed 
his flocks ; in its fertile fields Boaz was reaping when he 
found his kinswoman Ruth. Here his seven sons were 
born to Jesse, and here the man after God's own heart grew 
up, till the day when be came forth to avenge the honor of 
his people on the boastful heatheo« 
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Bethlehem is a small town, slzsabbatli-days^ jourMps from 
the holy city. It is situated upon a narrow, rocky ridge; sur- 
rounded by valleys and hills, having an extensive view over 
the diversified country in its neighborhood, the region around 
Jericho, the Dead Sea, and the Arabian mountains. Before 
its gates you look to the plain of the valley of Rephaim, and 
all around is the garden of God. The Kedron flows through 
its fruitful fields, which are thickly set with olives and fig-, 
trees, with vines and corn. But its greatest glory is that of 
which Micah prophetically speaks, ^*And thou Bethlehem 
Ephratah, who art little among the thousands of Judah, out 
of thee shall he come forth that is to be Ruler in Israel, 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."* 

In Bethlehem they met with another company of pilgrims, 
coming from Lachisb, AduUam, and Libnah, which lie west- 
ward of Bethlehem. All who could, endeavored to make 
Bethlehem in their way to Jerusalem on these occasions. It 
was the city of David, the road passed by the grave of Ra. 
chel, and it was dear to many, as the <;ity to which the great- 
est of all the promises had been given. ' 

The elders of the different cities had soon agreed about 
the order of the march from Bethlehem to Jerusalem. The 
venerable pair, Mardochai of Ziph and his wife, were borne 
before, the elders followed, but without any distinctive badge, 
and the people arranged themselves as they chose. Some 
time, however, elapsed before they set out. There were 
greetings of friends and acquaintance, who met after a Ipng 
interval; those who had travelled farthest needed refresh- 
ments. At length the Levites began their music and their 
songs, and the people set forward. * They had soon descended 
from the heights of Bethlehem into the valley of Rephaim. 
As the living stream poured down from the hills, among the 
corn-fields and mulberry-groves of the vale, this was the 
praise of Jerusalem which ascended in a mingled strain of 
voices and instruments : 

* JWicah V. 2. 
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fpiiey that trust in the Lov^aImII be as mount Zion, 
iVhich cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. 
As the mountains are around Jerusalem, 
So the Lord is around about his people. 
From henceforth and for evermore. — ^Ps. cxxv. 

When they had proceeded about two -sabba^fa-days' jour- 
neys, or a little more, from Bethlehem, they approached the 
grave of Rachel.* At another time this place of the rest of 
Jacob's beloved wife, the hardly-earned recompense of his 
labors, might have produced some melancholy emotions, but 
now such thoughts were banished by the universal joy. 
Helon remarked to Elisama, that this was not the time of 
which their prophet had spoken : ^ In Kama was heard a 
voice, lamentation and bitter weeping ; Rachel weeping for 
her children."! "May it be always so with the children of 
Israel," replied Elisama. 

The eager haste of the multitudes now increased with 
every step, and their impatience for the first sight of Jerusa- 
lem was expressed in the following psalm : 

Great is the Lord j and greatly to be praised 
The mountain of his holiness in the city of our God. 
Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole land 
Is mount Zion, on the north of the city of the great King. 
God M known in her palaces for a refuge. 
We think of thy loving-kindness, O God, 
In the midst of thy temple. 

As thy name, so thy praise reacheth to the ends of the earth. 
Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 
• Let the hill of Zion rejoice, 

Let the daughters of Judah be glad 

Because of thy judgments ! 

Walk about Zion, go around about her 1 

Tell her Towers ! 

Mark well her bulwarks ! 

Consider her palaces ! 

That ye may tell it to the generation following. 

For this God is our God, for ever and ever. 

He will be our guide, as in our youth. — Ps. xlviii. 

* Gen. xzjcv. 16. t Jer. xiud. 15. 
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£xpectatton had reached the highest pitch, ^^e last 
strophes were not completely sung ; many were already 
silent, eagerly watching for the first sight of Jerusalem. All 
eyes were turned towards the north ; a faint murmur spread 
from rank to rank among the people, only those who had 
been at the festival before continued the psalm, and these 
solitary scattered voices formed a solemn contrast with the 
silence of the rest of the multitude. Helen's heart was in 
his eye, and he could scarcely draw bis breath. When the 
psalm was concluded, the instruments prolonged the sound 
for a moment, and then all that mighty multitude, so lately 
jubilant, was still as death. 

All at once the foremost ranks exclaimed, Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem ! and Jerusalem, Jerusalem ! resounded through the 
valley of Rephaim. "Jerusalem, thou city built on high, 
we wish thee peace !" The children hurried their parents 
forward with tbem, and all hands were lifted up to bless. 

The high white walls of the Holy City cast a gleam along 
the valley : Zion arose with its palaces, and from Moriah the 
^moke of the offering was ascending to heaven. It was the 
hour of the evening sacrifice. Scarcely had the multitude 
recovered a little, when they began to greet the temple and 
the priests ; 

Bless ye the Lord, alt ye servants of the Lord, 

Who staQd by night in the house of the Lord ! 

Lift up your hands towards the sanctuary, 

And bless the Lord. 

So will Jehovah bless thee out of Zion ; 

He who made heaven and earth. — Ps. cxxxiv. 

They had now reached the termination of their march. 
The day of preparation was beginning ; the following even- 
ing was the Passover. From the gates of Jerusalem came 
forth, in every direction, the pilgrims* who had already ar- 
rived and the inhabitants of the city, to welcome the new 
comers from Hebron and from Libnah. The venerable pair, 
Mardochai of Ziph and his wife, who were still borne in 
front, received the blessings of all who met them. 
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ClJVby the gate, some one from behind laid liold of Ells- 
ama; ^<Art thou* Elisama of Alexandria ?" Elisama turned 
round and recognised Iddo, an old and faithful friend of his 
family. The old men met with inexpressible delight, and 
Elisama presented Helon to Jddo. The pilgrims had now 
reached the city, and were dispersing in different directions 
to their respective quarters. Iddo conducted the strangers 
through the Water-gate to his house on the open place. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE DAY OF PREPARATION FOR THE 
PASSOVER. 

Their reception in the house of Iddo surpassed all Helon's 
expectations. At the seasons of the festivals, no inhabitant 
of Jerusalem considered his house as his own. Their city 
was the city of the whole people, not of the inhabitants 
alone ; and when Israel came up to appear before Jehovah, 
every citizen regarded his dwelling as belonging to his breth- 
ren as much as to himself. Jerusalem lies on the confines o£ 
Judah and Benjamin. Its names, the Holy City, the City of 
the Congregation of Israel, the Gate of the People, point out 
its destination. No other city was ever in the same sense 
the capital and centre of a country. 

" You are at home," said their host, as he led them into his 
house ; ^ and at this time, I am not more so than you. The 
citizen of Jerusalem considers himself equally with his 
brethren, as a pilgrim at the festival.** 

In fact the whole house was filled with strangers. Elisama 
found among them many old acquaintances — but great was 
his joy when he discovered, in the number, Seliimiel of Jeri« 
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eho, tiie brother of Iddo. His emotion OTerpow<Al his 
utterance, and he could only press him sileBtly,and with tea» 
in his eyes, to his breast. Seluraiel had been tlie dearest 
friend of bis youth ; he had lived long in Alexandria, and 
they had spent the earliest days of manhood there together ; 
they had imparted each to the other all their youthful plans. 
At a later period they had been separated, and had not met 
for more than thirty years ; but their hearts had remained 
united, and their joy at meeting was mutual. Elisama seem- 
ed to be changed by the sight of him, as if youth itself had 
returned with the friend of his youth. 

While the feet of the guests were washing, which is the 
first duty of hospitality in the East, and indeed properly their 
welcome, Elisama and Selumiel were engaged in uninterrupt- 
ed discourse, as if they had been sitting alone in the court, 
and rapidly ran over parlier and later times, Alexandria and 
Jericho. In the mean time Iddo and some of the guests had 
joined Helon, and were congratulating him upon his first pil- 
grimage. Selumiel and Iddo had in common a hearty and 
straight forward character, by which they might have been 
known as brothers. But, besides that they were attached to 
different parties in religion, Iddo had more liveliness and 
cheerfulness. "My son out of Egypt,'* he addressed Helon, 
«tomorrow at this time, when the Passover begins, thou wilt 
see what thou hast never seen before. Already, on the tenth 
of the month, I chose a lamb without blemish for the occa- 
sion. Before sunset this evening, I fetched the water into 
the house, with which the unleavened bread is to be made. 
If you please you shall go with me afler supper and seek the 
leaven in the house. A young Israelite, who has come for 
the first time to the Passover, should leave nothing unseen, 
but learn all the practices of Israel in the most complete man- 
ner possible. But I forgot, you are come from Hebron to- 
day, ai)d must be weary." 

Helon seemed almost offended to be suspected of weari- 
ness, afler a march made under such circumstances. With 
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glowiiP^heeks he repelled the impatation, and begged that 
Iddo would not spare htm. 

^' Just like his father," exclaimed his host, <* jealous of no* 
tiling so much as of being thought a genuine ^rameean Jew» 
Tomorrow, 1 will conduct thee to his grave in the valley of 
Jehoshaphat. In truth he was a noble-minded man, an Isra- 
elite without guile. He died in this house, and it was of thee, 
Helon, that he spoke to me in his last moments." He then 
related the circumstances of his death, and many anecdotes 
of his intercourse with him. Their connexion had been 
much the same as that of Selumiel with Elisama. Helon 
listened to him, as if his fatlier's spirit spoke from his lips, so 
intimate had been their friendship, so similar their characters. 

In such discourse the time passed rapidly, and a servant 
came to call the guests from the cooling fountain of the inner 
court to the roof, where they were to sup. Here Iddo was 
accustomed to entertain his guests at tlie festival, when there 
was any on^ among them, on whom the spectacle, beheld for 
the first time, was likely to make an indelible impression. It 
was a fine, clear, cloudless night. The moon shone sweetly 
upon Jerusalem and changed the night to a softer and cooler 
day than that which had been twelve hours before. A breeze 
from the Mount of Olives cooled the heated air. The neigh- 
bors bad in like manner brought their guests to sup on the 
roofs of their houses, and as far as the eye could reach on 
every side, feasting and illumination were seen. A busy 
hum ascended from the streets beneath, and. tlie white tents 
glistened in the valley of Kedron. 

What a scene! The whole environs of Jerusalem were 
turned into an encampment ; all the hills and valleys, all the 
streets and open places were covered with tents. It was im- 
possible that the houses should contain all the strangers, not- 
withstanding the unbounded hospitality which was practised 
on these occasions, and hence it was necaasary that a large 
proportion of them should remain in tents during the festival. 
In the pleasant season of the year, at wluch the Passover was 
held, this had nothing inconvenient or disagreeable in it ; it 
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WM the uoiveraal custom at the feast of tabernadesy^^uid it 
reminded them of the patriarchal life, and the wandering in 
the desert This gave to Jerusalem a singular but very in- 
teresting appearance. All was motion, life and animation, 
and the thought of the purpose for which these myriads of 
men had come up from near or distant regions, filled the 
mind with solemn and elevated feeling. A million of human 
beings have frequently been assembled here on such an occa- 
sion, all for the purpose of appearing with prayer and praise 
before Jehovah. 
Carried away by the sight, Helon involuntarily exclaimed. 

Behold how good and how pleasant it is 

For brethren to dwell together in unity ! 

It is like the precious ointment upon the bead of Aaron, 

That ran down upon his beard. 

That went down to the skirts of his garments. 

So the dew of Hermoa descends 

Upon the bills of Zion : 

For there hath Jehovah commanded hii blessing. 

Prosperity for ever more ! — Ps. cxxxiii. 

The guests gazed on him with surprise. « Why," continu- 
ed Helen, " do you not see before your eyes the application of 
the psalm ? On such an evening as this, or at least in the 
view of such a spectacle as this, must it have becD com|M)sed. 
Is it not the dew of Hermon, — are not these the sons of Is- 
rael from the Tynan Climax and the plain of Jesreel, which 
fall here on the hills of Zion ?" 

^ Listen !" said Iddo. Through the uproar of the streets 
they could discern a distant sound of cymbals, trumpets, and 
song, which came in the direction of the New City. « The 
Galileans are entering by the gate of Epfaraioi ; they are late; 
and yet they cannot this time have been obstructed by the 
Samaritans ; Hyrcanus has removed that obstacle from tbeir 
way." The distant sound of music and song, heard in this 
calm, soft night, seemed to Helen even more beautifal than 
the jubilation with which the march from Bethlehem had 
been attended. Penetrating through all the tumult of the 
10 
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city, w^b he heard not as he drank them in, the spiritual 
and ethereal tones seemed to him almost like the music of 
the heavenly host, when they ascend from earth, to keep an 
eternal festival before tlie presence of Jehovah. On such an 
evening, what flight of imagination couid be too bold for a 
youth of such enthusiastic temperament ? 

The guests had laid themselves down upon the carpets, 
when Iddo took Helon by the arm. Elisama had been com- 
pelled to occupy tlie place of honor, and Sclumiel and he 
were inseparable. " You will stay by me," said his host to 
Helen, " and we will occupy as is becoming, the lowest place. 
Look down below on the square ; there it was that Ezra once 
stood, when the people returned from the captivity, and read 
the law to them." 

"I remember it," said Helon; "it is written, Ezra read 
upon the open place before the Water-gate, from the morning 
until mid-day, and praised the Lord the great God ; and the 
people answered Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands, 
and bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their 
faces to the ground."* 

" Often have I stood here," said Iddo, " contemplating that 
spot, with its history in my mind, and have thought, with gra- 
titude to Jehovah who has delivered his people, on that Amen, 
sent up by the assembled multitude, lifting their hands to 
heaven. But let us eat and be merry." 

Their mirth was such as suited the age and the piety of 
the company, and their enjoyment was heightened by the 
expressions of joy which they heard all around them. The 
old men discoursed of the felicity of the times, and the glori- 
ous reign of Hyrcanus ; above all, of the victory which liis 
sons had obtained over the Samaritans, and the destruction of 
the abomination of Gerizim. 

In the mean time the master of the house called upon his 
younger guests to assist in purifying his house from the leaven« 
This was the evening of the fourteenth day of the month 

* Neh. viii. 3. 
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NisAn, the preparation day for the Passover. Lest the com- 
mand of Jehovah, to^ eat unleavened bread for seven daye, 
and to allow no leaven to be seen any where, should chance 
tobe violated, they performed the ceremony of putting away 
the leaven on this evenirjg. The master of the family gave 
each of his guests a torch, and led them in a solemn proces- 
sion though the bouse. He had himself a dish and a brush 
in his hand, and he said, " Praised be thou, O Lord our God, 
king of the world, who hast sanctified us by thy precepts, and 
hast enjoined upon us to put away the leaven." All present 
said Amen. They then proceeded to examine every corner 
of the house, opening every drawer, chest, and cupboard. 
Here and there lay a piece of leavened bread, purposely left 
in the way ; the master took it up, laid it in his dish, and 
carefully swept the place. When the company had gone 
round the house, to the outer door, he said, " Whatsoever 
leavened thing there is in my house, which I have not seen 
nor put away, may it be scattered in pieces and accounted 
as the dust of the earth.'* The search had lasted two hours; 
the dish was locked up, and the guests retired to sleep. 

unable, however, to obtain sleep, from the crowd of feel- 
ings which coursed each other through his mind, when he 
thought that he was at length in Jerusalem, in the Holy City, 
Helon was one of the first who arose. He went immediately 
to the roof of the house — the Alijah was open ; he entered , 
it and performed his morning devotions, with a fervor which 
he had never felt before, put the Tallith on his head, bound 
the Tephillim on his brow and his hand, and recited the 
Kri-schma. His whole body was in agitation ; now he lifted 
his hand towards heaven, now threw himself on his face on 
the ground, now bent his head to the middle of his body. In 
the earnestness of his prayer he seemed to wrestle with God. 
Here in the Holy City, how much had he to ask from the 
God of his fathei-s! 

When his prayer was ended, and he came out upon the 
roof, be looked down upon Jerusalem, which now lay beforQ 
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him in ^11 the brightuess of daylight. As yet a)l was still ; 
even from the temple, which rose in elevated majesty above 
the towers and palaces of the city, no sound was to be beard. 
The loud tumult of the strangers on the preceding evening 
was hushed, and it seemed as if the repose which announced 
the vicinity of the sanctuary, had diffused Itself around and 
reduced all to silence. 

Sallu came to him, to ask his commands. When he had 
received them, he remained standing a little while and said, 
^ Master, I am only a servant in Israel, but I too am of the 
seed of Abraham, and I feel that this is the land of our fathers 
and of their God. Let us not return into Egypt !" 

When Elisama arose, his first occupation was to open the 
baggage and take out thence the presents destined for his 
host. It was his rule never to come empty-handed, and on 
this occasion he had indeed come with his hands full. To 
the mistress of the house he sent all that remained, and it 
was no trifling store, of the provisions for the journey, some 
skins of delicious Chian wine, which he had purchased in 
the caravan, and a quantity of the finest Egyptian linen. To 
Iddo he gave a turban curiously wrought, of a costly stuff, 
and an Alexandrian robe of ceremony, informing him that it 
had*been his brother-in-law's, and that his sister had destined 
it for him. 

To Selumiel he carried a book. It consisted of several 
pieces of papyrus, the stalk of which is divided with a needle 
into thin leaves, which are then laid together and fastened 
with the water of the Nile. Several of them were then laid 
upon each other and fitted together, and on these oblong 
leaves the book was written. It was an Egyptian invention 
and very highly prized. '< I have brought you,** said he to 
Selumiel, <Mhe Hebrew work of Jesus ^irach, the same 
which his grandson lias translated into Greek. I give it thee 
for the sake of the passage on friendship« Read here; *^A 
faithful friend is the medicine of life, and the^ who fear the 
I^ord shall find him. for he wbo feareth the Lord shall be 
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happy in his friendship, and as he is, such shall his friend be 
also."* And here too, «* Forsake not an old friend." Selnmiel 
smiled, a thing which he rarely did, and said, " I accept the 
present, on the condition that you come to Jericho with rae, 
in order that I may be able to return it." " We shhll sec," 
said Elisama, *< but in so doing I should be giving little, to 
receive much in return," " Friendship," said Selumiel, « has 
all things in common." ^ 

As our travellers came from a heathen land, it was neces- 
sary they should be purified before they could go into the 
temple. This would have prevented llelon from attending 
at the morning secrifice, and besides he wished first to dis- 
charge a duty of filial piety, and to visit the grave of his 
faüier, before he appeared in the presence of Jehovah, whom 
his father had taught him to honor. 

When the ceremonies of bathing, cutting ofi^ the hair, and 
others in which purification consisted, were over, he went 
forth to the valley of Jehoshaphnt, to his father's tomb. , It 
was by his own dying request that he been interred there ; 
for Iddo would fain have given him a place in the sepulchre 
of his own family. From the words of the prophet Joel, 
" I will gather all nations, and will bring them down to the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for 
my people,"! it had become a prevalent opinion, that this 
would be the scene of the general resurrection and of the judg- 
ment of Jehovah, and therefore many of the Jews wished to 
be buried there. It took its name from the king Jehosha- 
phat, who was said to have been interred in that place. 

Iddo, Elisama, and Selumiel accompanied Helon; Leav- 
ing the city by the Water-gate, they turned to the southeast 
and kept along the brook Kedron, Willows and tall cedars 
threw their shadows upon the graves. They wandered 
silently along the Kedron, till they saw a large stone, such as 
the Jews are accustomed to place upon every grave, as a 
warning rather than a monument, to prevent the passers-by 

* Ecclesiasticns r'u 16. t Joel iii. t, 

10» 
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fiwn defiling themselTes anawares. Today, especially, it 
was necessary for them to keep at a distance of several paces 
from it, if they would not render tfaemselyes so fiir uoeleao, 
as to incapacitate them for taking any part in the religious 
rites of the day. Helen felt an irresiBtible impulse to throw 
himself upon the grave, but the others foiüibly held bira bock. 
Tears streamed from bis eyes as he inceasaotly ezckimed, 
« My father ! my father !" 

They now made a circuit round the city, from the Horse- 
gate, which lies northward from the Water-gate, till they 
icame to the Water-gate again. The whole circuit might be 
as much as five sabbath-days' journeys. Their object in 
making it was rather to give Helen a general view of the 
different quarters of the city, and divert his thoughts by va» 
riety of scene, than to examine any part minutely, whieb 
indeed would now have been impracticable, the whole ground 
being covered with tents. 

Jerusalem forms something of an irregular obk>ng. In the 
middle of the eastern side, which was one of the longest, 
^rose the temple on mount Moriah. Around the temple lay 
the city, divided into three parts, built on three bills. Direct- 
ly behind the temple, in the middle, and due west from it, 
was the Lower City, on the hill AiH'a. On the other side, 
south-west from the temple, the Upper City crowned the hill 
of Zion ; north-west lay the New City, on the hill Bezetha ; 
and a small bill, Ophel, lay southward from the temple, 
»Thus it might be said that the city, though of an oblong shape, 
lay in a crescent round about the temple. 

Jerusalem stood on a very elevated range of bills ; the last 
eighteen sabbath-days' journeys in approaching it were almost 
a continued ascent. Only towards the north, joining the 
New City, there was some level ground, on the other three 
sides it was surrounded with valleys. On the eastern aide, 
where the temple stood, was the valley, which, from the win- 
ter torrent which flowed through it, was called the valley of 
^edron. The Upper City was skirted on the south side by 
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the valley Ben-hiiinon], where, under some of the last of the 
kings, children had been burnt to Moloch, at a place called 
Tophet. On the western side the valley of Gihon bordered 
the Upper City, the Lower City, and the New City. 

Two wails surrounded Jerusalem : one enclosed the Upper 
Cl^ and with it the southern part of the temple ; the other 
began from this, and fortified the Lower City, joining the 
castle of Baris, which lay above, to the north, near the temple. 
The New City had at this time no wall. On the first wall 
were sixty towers, on the second fourteen, each twenty cubits 
high. 

The city had twelve gates, the number which Ezekiel had 
prophesied on the banks of Chebar. In the middle of the 
eastern side was the Sheep-gate, which led from the valley of 
Kedron to the temple. At the building of the walls under 
Nehemiah,* the superintendence of it was on this account 
given to the priests, and when it was ended, they consecrated 
it with thank-ofierlngs and prayer. Higher up towards the 
north, but on the same side, was the Fish-gate, leading from 
the valley of Kedron into the New City, and not far from it 
tiie Oid-gate, leading from and to the same places. It had 
its name from the circumstance of its not being destroyed, 
when the others were razed by the Chaldeans. 

On the north side was the gate of Ephraim, and quite to- 
wards the west, the Corner-gate, both leading into the New 
City. On the west side the Valley-gate led from the valley 
of Gihon and Siloam, into the Lower City, and the Dung- 
gate and the Well-gate into the Up|ier City. 

On the eastern side you entered firom the vale of Kedron, 
by the Water-gate, close to which was the open square, on 
which Iddo's house stood ; and further up, by the Horse-gate 
and the Eastern-gate, into the Upper City. Lastly, the gate 
Miphkad, or the gate of Judgment, so called from justice 
having been long administered there, gave entrance Into the 
precincts of the temple. It was near the Sheep-gate from 

* Nehem. iii. 1. 
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which our survey begun. In the space now described about 
one hundred and twenty thousand inhabitants commonly 
dwelt, but at the time of the Passover not fewer than a mil* 
lion have been assembletl here. 

The arrangement of the city bore some analogy to that of 
the camp in the wildernesa There the tabernacle waa 
placed in the middle, and called the camp of the Majesty of 
Jehovah ; around it were encamped the twentytwo thousand 
priests and Levites, and round them, in a ■ still wider circle, 
was the encampment of the twelve tribes, called the camp 
of Israel. So here at Jerusalem, the temple was called the 
camp of the Majesty of Jehovah, the exterior courts, the 
camp of the Levites, and the city, the camp of Israel. Thus 
the stranger, when he came from foreign parts, to celebrate 
the festival of Israel's deliverance from Egypt, found here the 
names and divisions which had been in use among his ances- 
tors in the desert, and the whole city became as it were m 
permanent encampment, a standing memorial of that won- 
derful event, which is incomprehensible to those who con- 
sider Israel as only under human guidance. By remarks of 
this kind, Elisama endeavored to divert Helon's thoughts from 
himself, to what concerned his nation. The names of the 
different parts and public buildings of Jerusalem had recalled 
many historical events to his mind ; its glory under David 
and Solomon; its forlorn andjuined state when Jeremiah 
poured forth his lamentations over its smoking ashes, its new 
splendor when, under Nehemiuh, it arose from its ruins. 

On the day of preparation it was customary in Jerusalem 
to take an early meal, in order to have time for the arrange- 
ments necessary before the evening. The time of this meal, 
however, had been long past, when they returned to the 
house ; the unleavened bread had been already baked and 
lay on the table, in the women's saloon, and the cakes de- 
signed for the festival had been taken from the oven in the 
adjacent room. That which was the portion of the priest, 
was of greater size than the rest; it was baked the first, and 
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Uor oa a separate table, adorned with flowers. The father of 
the family was to carry it to the temple iu the aflernooa* 
*• The first and best of every thing," said he, " belongs to Je- 
hovah ; in honoring his servants we think we honor hiod« 
and we set apart the first portion for the priest who lives by 
the law." 

A short meal, at noon, was taken under the palm-trees in 
the inner court, lieside the fountain. The greatest neatness 
reigned in the whole house — all the furniture and vessels, all 
the floors had been washed. Only the white unleavened 
bread was seen at table. The pilgrims had eaten it on their 
journey, but this was the day on which it began to be exclu- 
sively used. It consisted of thin flat crumbling cakes, made 
of water and meal, full of little holes, that not the smallest 
tendency to acidity might be occasioned. It was the food of 
baste and sorrow, and they had been commanded to eat ^it, 
as a memorial of their being thrust out of £gypt, without 
time for the preparation of their food. 

Immediately after the removal of the dishes and carpets, 
a fire was made beliind the women's saloon, in a small garden 
.belonging to the house. When it blazed up, the guests and 
members of the family came and placed themselves around 
it, and Iddo, bringing the dish which contained the leaven, 
threw it into the fire, saying at the same time, " May all the 
leaven which I have seen or not seen, which I have brought 
out or not brought out, be scattered and destroyed, and ac- 
counted as the dust of the earth !" 

This ceremony had just been ended, and some other 
trifling preparations for the festival been made, when the 
trumpets from mount Moriah announced the commencement 
of the Passover, and a thousand horns, in the streets, from 
the houses and the tents, replied to the signal. The walls of 
the front court were hung with tapestry, which had before 
been suspended between the holy and most holy place. Our 
pUgrims went up to the temple to complete their purifications, 
and to show the impatient llelon at least its general arrange- 
niont. It was now about the eighth hour. 
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The ground-plan of the temple h.id been familiar to bini 
from his youth. The mountain Moriah had an average 
length and breadth of five hundred cubits; its lowest part 
was towards the east. As it could not contain all the build- 
ings of the temple, Solomon had carried up a wall of great 
height and strength from the valley of the Kedron, and filled 
the intermediate space with earth, thus extending the moun- 
tain into the valley. After the return from the captivity, the 
peo})le are said to have erected huge masses of masonry, 
composed of squared stones, from the valley, on the eastern, 
southern, and noithern sides, between three hundred and 
four hundred cubits high. 

Iddo led his friend through the Water-gate into the valley 
of Kedron, that they might receive an impression of the mag- 
nificent exterior of this wonderful work, before they explored 
the interior. They ascended a flight of steps in the outer 
wall, and by the Beautiful-gnte, entered the court of the 
Gentiles. This court, a square of five hundred paces, had 
porticoes on all four sides. The double row of pillars on the 
eastern side was called llie porch of Solomon. At its western 
end, but more to the north, stood the sanctuary or temple, 
properly so called, with its courts. Strangers from heathen 
countries and uncircumcised persons were admitted into the 
court of the Gentiles, but were warned by an inscription, in 
Hebrew and Greek, on the railing at the northwestern end, 
not to proceed any further. Behind this railing you ascended 
fourteen steps and reached a level court, ten cubits in breadth, 
in which was the house of the exposition of the law. It 
ended with five steps, leading to a second wall, which on the 
outside was forty and on the inside twentyfive cubits high. 
In it was the Lower-gate, Here began a court, called the 
court of the Women, or the Outer court, one Jiundred and 
thirtyfive cubits long and of equal breadth. It was divided 
by a wall from the next court, the court of Israel, which had 
also one hundred and thirtyfive cubits of length from north to 
south, aAd eleven of breadth from east to west. To go from 
the court of the Women to the court of Israel, you ascended 
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fifteen steps, and passed through the gate of Nicanor. Next 
was the court of the Priests, of the same dimensions as th<) 
court of Israel. At its termination stood the altar of humt- 
offerin^, fifteen cubits high nnd fifty in length and breadth* 
Beside it was the bath which suppfied the place of the brazen 
sea in Solomon's temple.* At the distance of twenty two 
cubits the sanctuary with its triple division arose; being 
besides twenty*two cubits higher than the court of the Gen- 
tiles. Along the sides of these courts were porticoes, and a 
multitude of considerable buildmgs; the fioor was through- 
out of marble. 

When Uelon reached the Beautiful-gate, it was scarcely 
possible to pass, so great was the crowd of men and lambs. 
The children of Israel, out of all the trU^es from Dan to Beer- 
sbeba, from the extreme point of Galilee to the desert of 
Arabia, strangers from Egypt, Cyprus, Syria, Cappadocia, 
and Babylon, were here assembled in their festive attire. 
Every master of a house carried his lamb upon his shoulder, 
or had it driven before him by his servants. In the spacious 
court of the Gentiles stood vast flocks of lambs and kids, tlie 
dealers in w^ich carried on a very extensive traffic at the 
time of the Passover. The bleatings of the sheep and the 
exclamations of their drivers resounded between the shouts 
of joy and the hymns of praise. 

Helen passed through the court of the Gentiles, scarcely 
noticing what was going on there, to the enclosure behind 
the railing, keeping his eyes fixed upon the altar of burat- 
ofierings. lie looked up the fifteen steps, on which the 
Levites were already standing v/ith their instruments, through 
the gate of Nicanor, aud gained a view of the interior of the 
sanctuary. It was like a glimpse of heaven to him. He saw 
not the riches and splendor of the gold ; he felt not the pres- 
sure of the crowds around him. A feeling of intense devo- 
tion wrapped his soul, aud for a time suppressed every other 
emotion. 

♦ 1 Kings, vii. 23. 
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His companionR roused bim, by directing his attention to 
the court of the Priests. The evening sacrifice, which this 
evening was killed an hour earlier than usual, was already 
brought to the altar, the holy place was illuminated, and they 
were burning incense in it. Helon gazed around him, on 
the sanctuary, the altar, the courts, and the multitude which 
filled them, bewildered and overpowered, and incapable of 
fixing his attention upon any single object in the scene. He 
did not even notice the absence of'lhe high-priest, whom in 
his imagination he had always pictured as ministering at the 
altar, or in the holy of holies ; at this moment he was engaged 
in some of the adjacent buildings, making preparations for 
the festival. 

Iddo conducted Helpn about this time into the court of the 
Gentiles, where the slaves with Sallu were waiting. The 
lamb must be without blemish, more than eight days and 
less than a year old. The people had divided themselves into 
three great bodies in the court of Israel. When the evening 
sacrifice was over, a priest opened all the folding doors of 
the court of the Priests, and allowed one division to enter. 
Tlie priests stood in a row, reaching from the. place where 
the lambs were killed to the altar, each holding in his hand m 
basin. Iddo was amongst the first. He presented his lamb 
and mentioned the number of the company who were to 
partake of it. They must not be fewer than ten, nor more 
than nineteen. He then drew his knife through its throat, 
the priest who was nearest to him received the blood in his 
basin, and handing it to his neighbor, it was passed from one 
to the other, till it reached the priest who was next to the 
nitar, and who poured the blood upon it. Each as he handed 
the full basin to his neighbor received an empty one fi-om 
him with the other hand; thus all was done with incredible 
despatch. 

The father of each family killed the paschal lamb himself. 
In ordinary cases the priests were the sacrificers, but once in 
the year the master of the house was himself a priest, as a 
memorial that Israel was a nation of priests. The Levites in 
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the mean time suog on the fiileen steps the great Halleliijab, 
and at each psalm the priests on the piHar, which stands by 
the ahar, blew the trumpet three times. Iddo carried the 
lamb to the pillar, hung it to one of the hooks, and taking off 
the skin and the fat, gave the fat to the priest, who salted it 
and laid it upon the altar. He then carried the lamb home- 
So did every one of the body who had been first admitted ; 
and when they had all finished, the folding-door opened 
again, and a second body was admitted. Without the greatest 
regularity, it would have been impossible in so short a time 
that such a multitude of lambs should have been killed. Helon 
descended the steps with Iddo, who had also offered a thank 
offering ; and as he paused at the gate and looked back, he 
mentally exclaimed, '* Better is a day in thy courts than a 
thousand elsewhere !" 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE PASCHAL |.ABlB. 

The Passover was now begun. The day of preparation 
was past; every master of a house had killed his paschal 
lamb on Moriah, attaining for this day an equal dignity with 
the highest order in the state, and exercising a sacerdotal 
function. The festival was called in Hebrew Pesaeh^ or 
according to the Ofaaldee pronunciation, which was then 
become universial, Pascha^ the deliverance, or the passing 
over. The companies who were to eat the paschal lamb 
were already assembled, and the lambs were roasting in the 
deep ovens in the women's apartments. 

These ovens were excavations in the ground, about two 

feet and a half broad, and fivepr six feet deep. The sides 

were covered with stones, which were heated- by a fire 

kindled at the bottom, and then the Iamb was suspended 

11 
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within, on a piece of wood running lengthwise. It was ex- 
pressly commanded hy JehoTah, *< Ye shall not eat of it raw, 
nor sodden with water, but roasted with fire."* The fifteenth 
day of the month Nisan,, or Abib (our April] the first of the 
sacred year, was now arrived. The Jewish day began with 
sunset, an emblem that primeval darkness had preceded the 
birth of light, and that all life has its origin in a period of 
darkness. 

When all the preparations were ended, and the Passover 
just about to begin, Helon hastened to the roof of the house. 
He looked down u]ion the open place and up to Moriah and 
Zion, to the mount of Olives, and on the valleys of Gilion and 
Kedrou. « Wherever I look," thought he, " hundreds of 
thousands of the children of Israel and the seed of Abraham 
are assembled to commemorate their deliverance from Egypt. 
They have come up to the hill where Jehovah had made his 
name to dwell, and their minds are filled with the thought of 
rheir fathers, and the mighty works which the God of their 
fathers had done in their behalf. Well is it said, Israel is 
Israel only in the Holy Land." He entered the Alijah, and 
remained long in fervent prayer« When he came again upon 
the roof, the last glow of evening over Zion was illuminating 
the city, and the lamps which were kindled in every house 
and tent shone through the thin veil of vapor which was 
spread over the prospect. He lingered on the roof till the 
golden margin of the western clouds had disa])peared and 
the stars had begun to twinkle in the firmament. 

When he went down and entered the inner court, he saw 
within the porticoes three rooms brilliantly illuminated. It 
was not possible for all the guests to eat the Passover with 
tiie master of the house, because each company was not to 
exceed twenty. Two other apartments had therefore been 
prepared for other parties. On such occasions, we have 
before observed, no citizen of Jerusalem considered his house 
as his own, but cheerfully resigned it for the use of strangers, 

* Exod. xii. 9, 
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who ttccorüing to ancient custom acknowledged hia courtesy, 
by the gifl of the skin of the paschal Jamb. The light was 
mreaming through the lattices of all the rooms, and Helon 
entered; with a beating heart, that which was appropriated to 
the use of Iddo and his peculiar guests. A multitude of 
smaller lamps were suspended from the walls, and one of 
grfeat size stood in the middle. Co&lly carpets were spread 
on the floor, tapestry was hung on the sides, and gold and 
silver glittered on the divun, though it was not used on this 
evening; for the paschal lamb was to be eaten standing. 
The air was filled with the fragrance of Arabian frankincense 
and the most exquisite perfumes. The women were all richly 
clad, especially the mistress of the house, who appeared this 
evening in all her choicest ornaments, a mother in Israel in 
the city of God. It was only on this day that the women ate 
with the men ; even the men servants an<l maid servants were 
not excluded. The whole household of every rank and age, 
even the children, if they had begun to taste flesh-meat, must 
be assembled, and all must be Levitically clean. Of the in- 
habitants not disqualified by uncleanness none were to be 
absent, but strangers of the gate, hirelings, and all uncircum- 
cised persons : for such had been the command of Jehovah, 
"There shall no stranger eat thereof,"* All the rest were on 
this night brethren, for all had been delivered by Jehovah 
from the house of bondage. The bondsman was as the free- 
man, the woman as the man ; and all partook alike of the 
festivity ; all were the people of Jehovah, and equal in his 
sight. 

In the middle of the room stood the table, which in the 
east is always low, because the guests either lie around it on 
sofas, or sit on carpets. On this occasion, however, there 
was neither sofa nor carpet near the table, which stood apart, 
as if the preparations were but half finished. It was about 
the middle of the second hour of evening (half past seven) 
when the company, cotisisting of nineteen persons, assembled 

* Exod. XÜ. 43. 
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around the table. Every one, though splendidly dad, ap- 
peared prepared for a journey. With sandala on their feet, 
which at other times were not worn in a room, but given to 
the slaves to be placed at the (h>or, with their garments girt, 
and staff in their hands^ they surrounded the.table, A large 
vessel filled with wine stood upon it, and the meal begaa by 
the master of the house blessing it He laid hold of it with 
both hands, lifted it up with the right and said, *' Blessed be 
thou, O Lord our Goti, thou king of the world, who hast 
given us the fruit of the vine f and the whole assembly said, 
"Amen." Next he blessed the day, and thanked God for 
having given them the Passover : and then, drinking first 
himself fi-om the cup, sent it around to the rest. When this 
was over, he began again ; " Blessed be tbou, O Lord our 
Grod, thou king of the world, who hast sanctified us by thy 
precepts, and commanded us to wash our hands." Ue and 
the whole company then washed their hands in a silver ba- 
sin, with water poured from an ewer of the same nietaL 
This was the emblem of purification, and implied, that 
every one should come with a pure heart, as well as clean 
hands, to partake of the paschal meaL The unleavened 
bread, the bitter herbs, a vessel with vinegar, the paschal 
lamb, were placed upon the table. The master of the house 
then spoke again ; '< Blessed be thou, O Lord 4>ur God, who 
hast given us of the fruits of the earth." He dipped some of 
the herbs in vinegar, and the whole company did the same. 
At this moment, -the mistress touched her little grandson, a 
child of ten years old. (/hildren were always present at this 
festival, and one design of its establishment was, that the son 
should learn from the lips of his father the event to which it 
referred, and the remembrance of it might be thus propagated 
to the most distant posterity.* The child understood the 
hint, and asked his grandfather, why on this niglit alone the 
guests stood around the table, instead of sitting or lying. 
With dignity and solemnity, the grandfather, turning to the 
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child, related to liim how their forefathers had been oppressed 
in Egypt, and how the Lord had brought them out thence 
with a niighty arm. He described to him the evening which 
preceded their flight from Goshen, their busy preparation, 
and their anxiety to conceal it from the Egyptians. The 
lamb was slain and the blood sprinkled on the door-posts, 
that the destroying angel of the Lord might pass by their 
houses when he slew the first-born of the Egyptians. It was 
to be roasted, not boiled, that it might be sooner ready ; it 
was to be eaten in a standing posture, ashy men prepared for 
instant departure ; it was to be consumed entire, for the whole 
people were to quit their dwellings and never to return to 
them ; and no bone of it was to be broken, for this is the 
act of men who have time and leisure for their meal. 

The bitter herbs were then eaten, and the 113th and 114th 
psalms were sung. This formed tJie first half of the great 
song of praise, which was called emphatically the Uallel, 
consisting of six psalms, from the 113th to the 118th, sung on 
all great festivities. A second washing of the hands followed, 
the cup was a second time blessed and sent round. The 
master broke off a piece of the unleavened bread, wrapped 
it in the bitter herbs, and, having dipped it in the vinegar, ate 
it, and then distributed a portion to each of the company, 
who did the same ; and now the eating of the iamb began, in 
which the paschal feast properly consisted. Along with the 
lamb the boiled fiesh of the thank ofiering, which Iddo had 
made in the temple, was placed upon the table, and blessed 
by the master of the house.- The lamb was wholly consumed, 
it being forbidden by the law that any part of it should remain 
till the next day. If any part were not eaten, it was to be 
burnt. The bones were not to be broken, for everything was 
to remind them of their hasty flight from Egypt. 

Festivity and cheerful conversation now reigned among the 
whole assemblage. Whether it be that a people, which had 
suffered 'so much calamity and oppression, naturally enjoys 
the more keenly a temponury interval of pleasure, or that 
every approach to God is to the pure mind a source of joy 
11* 
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and peace, certain it is, that no nation has ever more carefully 
studied to remove all trace of sorrow from religious services 
than the Jews. How earnestly do Ezra and Nehemiah ex- 
hort the people to lay aside their mourning, when the law 
was read at the feast of tabernacles, and the curse on its 
violation made known! "This day is holy unto the Lord 
your God ; mourn not nor weep ; neither be ye sorry, for the 
joy of the Lord is your strength. Go your way, eat the fat 
and drink the sweet ; for this day is holy unto the Lord."* 

The company at Iddo's house were not unmindful of these 
precepts, and the tipie passed on rapidly in animated dii^^ 
course. The servants were not excluded from their share ; 
the innocent playfulness of the children was not repressed, 
and the gaiety of the females lent wings to the conversation. 
Iddo was the most animated of all» and Helen thought he 
had never seen an old man so full of vivacity. " See, thou 
mother in Israel," said he to his wife, ^ the Lord has blessed 
us and permittedusto keep one Passover more, before we 
are gathered to our fathers. Let us thank him for his merey, 
by the cheerfulness with which we celebrate it." 

All present congratulated the venerable pair, and Iddo con- 
tinued, « V/hy didst not thou, Selumiel, bring thy wife and 
Sulamith, who is lovelier than the fairest rose of Jericho ? 
'A prize for some fortunate youth, for as Solomon ^as said 
* A virtuous wife is more precious than pearls.' " 

" What would Israel be," said Elisama, as the sounds of 
festivity from the adjacent apartments penetrated into theirs, 
*^what would Israel be without the festivals of Jehovah P 
Here we are all assembled before the Lord, to praise his 
faithfulness which is great, and his mercy which is renewed 
every morning. What compared with these are the Grecian 
Games at Olympia and Nemea ? Would that Myron were 
here ! We children of Israel are one people ; we have one 
God, and, one city of the Lord ; and every Jew in Egypt, 
Asia, Syria, and Chaldea, always turns his eyes in hi& prayers 

• Nch. viii. 9. 
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towards this one place. Thiok» my friends, that while so 
many hundreds of thousands are assembled in Jerusalem, 
millions in the remotest countries, into which our people has 
been scattered, cast longing looks this erenin^ towards us, 
enry iug us our joy, and desiring nothing more, than to be in 
the Holy City and in the courts of JehOTsh ! I only regret 
that Gerizitn and Leontopolis — ^ 

''Hush,'' interposed Iddo, ^< today speak only of pleasing 
subjects. Our prince has subdued the rebellious daughter 
Gerizim. Jehovah ceases not to concern himself with the 
injuries of Joseph." 

" The prophet,** replied Elisama, « has declared that all 
the nations of the earth shall be united in the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, and when the Messiah comes, the sceptre of 
Judah shall be extended over the whole earth." 

'*Hyrcanus stands beside the altar," said another of the 
company, ^ and the family of the Maqeabees is flourishing. 
Who knows whether the Messiah will not speedily appear 
from among them ?" 

'*No,^*said Elisama, 'Uhe Messiah must come from the 
family of David, and the Maccabees are Levitea of the, family 
of Jojarib. The Jewish people and the priests consented that 
Simon should be their prince and high-priest, till Qod raised 
up the true prophet unto them. The Messiah, therefore, will 
not be a Maccabee, though Hyrcanus unites in himself the 
three offices to which be will be anointed. But would that 
be who is promised were come ! His way is prepared ; Israel 
is once more free, and a people. What would I give, if in 
my grey hairs I might yet be permitted to behold him ! What 
a glorious pasBov^r will that be, when He keeps it with us, in 
Baris or on ZioD, and his people accompany him with p«lm 
branches and Hosannas ! I envy you, Helen, for you may 
live to see tharday." 

" It will be a happy day," said Helon, « but nqt more happy 
thaa this." The oM men mitled at bis enthusiasm, aad re- 
joiced that among the youth of Israel there should be such 
joy in keeping the festivals of Jehovah. 
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It was now become late. The hired servants, stationed by 
the waterclock in the court, called the fifth hour of night, 
and the paschal meal was not permitted to last longer than to 
this end of the first watch of the night, Which terminated 
somewhere about an hour before midnight. There were two 
other watches between this and daylight, divided by the two 
cock-crowings. They heard the guests in the other apart- 
ments reciting the song of praise,^ and hastened to conclude. 
With the same prayer as before, they washed their hands 
again from the silver basin, and Iddo, having again blessed 
the cup, they drank once more from it. This was called the 
cup of thanksgiving. The second part ofthe Hallel was now 
sung, consisting ofthe ll5th, 1 16th, 117th, and 118th psalms. 
Helon thought of the words of Isaiah, " Ye shall sing as on 
the night of a holy feast, and rejoice in your hearts as when 
they gawith a pipe to the mountain ofthe Lord, to the refuge 
of Israel.'** When the Hallel was finished, hands were 
again washed, and the cup was blessed arid sent round for 
the fourth and last time. Helon would gladly have joined in 
praying the ^reat Hallel, as they call the series of psalms 
from the 120th to the 137th, after which it was customary to 
send round the cup a fifth time, but midnight was ah^ady too 
near. The company broke up, and all retired to rest, design- 
ing to be early in the temple on the following day.^ 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE BAY. AFTER THE FASSOTER» 

While the paschal lamb was eaten by the people, the priests 
in the temple were cleansing the altar of burnt-ofiering. 
This was eommonly done io the last wat«h of the night, to- 

* Isaiah xxx, 29^ 
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wards the cock-crowing, bcit on this occcsion during the first. 
Next they themselves partook of the paschal lamb, and soon 
after midnight the gates were opened, for the ingress of the 
children of Israel, many of whom were there even at this 
early hour, in order to see the. splendor of the illuminated 
temple. As soon as the watchman had answered in the 
affirmative the customary question of the priest, ** Does it 
begiato be light as far as Hebron P' all the streets leading to 
the temple were filled with men, dressed in their gayest 
clothes. On no other occasion of the year was the temple 
so crowded as on the morning after the Passover. ' 

The usual morning sacrifice was first of all offered. The 
lamps were extinguished, incense was burnt upon the altar, 
and the lamb was sacrificed to Jehovah, with the usual meat 
and drink ofi*ering. Then followed the special ofiering for 
the feast, two young bullocks, a ram, seven yearling lambs 
with meat and drink ofierings. Next, a goat was offered as 
a.sin-offering; the Hallel was sung, and the blessing pro- 
nounced. The whole body of the priests was assembled ; 
on ordinary days, only some families of the fathers were 
present ; on the sabbath the whole course ; but on high festi- 
vals the whole ^twenty four courses, the collective body of the 
priesthood.' 

Uelon had been among the first who had come up to the 
temple of Jehovah, at the crowing of the cock. He beheld 
all with deep interest and profound devotion, and as he gazed 
on the temple and the splendid ritual performed in it, the 
fond wish of his early chihlhood awoke in his heart, that he 
too might be thougljt worthy, to become a priest of Jehovah 
and to minister at his altar. With increasing eagerness he 
looked for the appearance of the high-priest, the head and 
crown of the tribe of Levi and of all Israel. He had expected 
him to appear yesterday, and during the morning sacrifice, 
but he had not shown himself. Helon felt an enthusiastic 
admiration for the heroic family of the Maccabees, and none 
of them all had risen to such an eminence as John Hyrcanus. 
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In Egypt, in Hebron, on the pilgrimage and through the 
whole preceding day, he had been hearing the praises of the 
man whom he was now about to see. 

He was standing upon the lowest of the fifteen steps, which 
led from the court of Israel to that of the women, when 
there arose a cry among the thousands who surrounded him, 
" The high-priest is coming !" ' He came from an adjoining 
building and Walked towai'ds the altar. The breastplate with 
its precious stones beamed from his breast. Over the ordin- 
ary white robe of the priests, whidh descended in folds to his 
feet, he wore a magnificent upper robe of a blue purple. 
The bells between the pomegranates, on the borders of his 
robe, gave. a clear sound as he walked. Over this upper 
garment he liad a third, which was shorter, called the ephod, 
splendidly embroidered with purple, dark bhie, crimson and 
thread of gold, on a while ground. On his head was a white 
turban, and over this a second, striped with dark blue. On 
his forehead he wore a plate of gold, on which the name of 
Jehovah was inscribed ; and being at once high-priest «nd 
prince, this was connected with a triple xsrown on the temples 
and back part of the head. 

The priests made way for him, as he entered in his glory, 
and stepped jn majesty along. Arrived at the altar, he looked 
ai'ound on the innumerable multitude that were assembled, 
while silent congratulations were addressed- to him by every 
heart. Helen thought on the splendid description of the 
high-priest Simon, the son of Onias, in the book of Jesus the 
son of Sirach.* 

The mere description had often awakened the enthusiasm 
of Helon, but now he saw it realized, in the most impressive 
service ever performed iti Israel — that of the morning after 
the Passover. There stood the high-priest, spiritual and 
temporal sovereign of the people, on the mountain of Jeho- 
vah, in sight of his sanctuary, and looked through the lofty 
{K>rtico, full upon the curtain^ of the most holy place. ' On 

* Ecclesiasticus t. 
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the other »de, through all the courts even to the foot of mount 
Moriah, was a countless muhitude, all occupied with prayejr 
and praise, aD waiting anxiously for his blessing, and expect- 
ing to be purified by his offering. Around him were all the 
priests of Israel, obedient to his nod, ministering to him in 
the most sacred employment of the people, their appearance 
before Jehovi^h. He himself, the man who bore the name of 
Jehovah on his brow, with everything that oriental splendor 
could accumulate, lavished on him, in honor of that name, 
surrounded by the flames of the altar of burnt-offering, 
which flashed up to heaven ! It was a sight to awaken every 
sublime religious feeling of such a mind as Ilelon's. 

The Halle! was sung. The priests, stationed on the pillars 
near the laver, accompanied tho song with the sound of their 
trumpets, amd the Levites on thefifleen steps sung it, with 
their cymbals, cornets and flutes. David had appointed four 
thousand Levites for musiciaps and singers, and tlieir number 
was probably not much smaller now.* The multitude 
responded, with its hundred thousand voices, to the song of 
the choir ; and when the Hallelujah, with which the psalms 
begin and end, was thrice repeated with the united volume of 
vocal and instrumental sound poured forth at once, a less 
lively imagination than Helen's might have fancied that Jeho- 
vah himself appeared in the flames of the altar, to receive 
the homage of his people. It was here only that one of 
these psalms, so full of the boldest flights and of the deepest 
emotion, must be heard, to be fully felt. 

Helon was so absorbed, that the wave of the people had 
forced him, unconscious of it, far down to the extremity of 
the court. He could only see from a distance the movements 
of the high-priest about the altar. His majestic figure, as he 
passed to and fro before the flames which arose in the back 
ground, received from them a strong illumination, which. to 
Helen's fancy gave something solemn and unearthly to the 
fonn. When the sacrifice and the Haltel were ended, ttie 

* 1 Cbron. xxWh J5, 
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people fell on tlieir knees, add bowed tbeir faees to the earth 
to receive the: high-priest's blessing. He washed his hands 
with the usual solemnities, and advanced to the step» ojF the 
Levites, praying thus; "«Praised be thou, O liord our God, 
thou king of the world, who hast sanctified us with the /Con^ 
secretion of Aaron, and commanded us to bless thy people 
Israel in love." He then turned first to the sanctuary. and 
afterwards to the people ; then lifting his arms to the height 
of his shoulders, and joining his hands together, so as to 
leave intervals between the fingers, with eyes «cast ilown 
on the ground, he laid the name of Jehovah on the peoplo 
and said, 

Th^ Lord bless thee and keep thee, 

The Lord make his face to shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee. 
The Lord Ttfi up the light of his countenance upon thee and give thee 
peace !— Num. vi. 24. 

At every repetition of the word t^ee, he turned to the north 
and the south. The people replied ; " Praised be the name 
of his kingdom for ever !" They continued a while when 
the benediction was concluded, each praying to himself, 
while the hlgh-priest, turning to the sanctuary, said, " O Lord 
of the whole world, we have done what thou hast commanded 
us, and thou wilt do what thou hast promised. Thou wilt 
behold us from the habitation of thy holiness ; thou wilt look 
down from heaven and bless thy people Israel !" 

The offerings which were now concluded had a reference 
to the whole people; it remained that individuals should 
offer for themselves, both thank-offerings and burnt-offerings, 
in ordertet to appear empty-handed before Jehovah. The 
thank-ofterings might only beoftered on this day, the burnt- 
offerings on the following day also. 

They remained together till tlie evening sacrifice, and 
Helen did not leave the temple till after it, in order that he 
might witness the ceremony of the wave-sheafi This is the 
commencement of harvest, which begins at the time of the 
Passover, with the barley (in the warm valley of the Jordan 
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«ill earlier) and is finished about Pentecost, with the wheat. 
Everything which concerned the people of Israel, the har- 
vest especially, must begin and end with religious solemnity. 
At sunset, the citizens who had been appointed to cut 
the wave-sheaf by the Sanhedrim, came down through the 
courts, accompanied by a great concourse of people, and 
Helon joined in the procession. They went to the nearest 
field of barley before the city : the sixteenth of Nisan was 
begun, and the evening star was already visible in the sky. 
The person who was appointed to reap asked aloud, « Is the 
sun gone down ?" The people who stood around answered, 
«Yes." «Shall I cut." '♦Yes." « With this sickle ?" "Yes." 
«In this basket?" «Yes." The question, thrice repeated, 
being thrice answered in the affirmative, he cut as much as 
would furnish an oraer, and binding the sheaves together, 
carried them to the temple. The barley was then roasted by 
the fire, cleared from the husk, ground into meal, and the 
omer* of the finest meal was kept till the following day. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



THE REMAINING DAYS OP UNLEAV- 
ENED BREAD. 

It was the morning of the second day after the Passover. 
Helon arose, performed his devotions in the Alijah, saluted 
Moriah and Zion from the roof, and they all went together to 
the temple to pray. After the usual morning sacrifice of a 
lamb, followed, as the day before, au ofiTering appropriate to 
the festival, of two young bullocks, a ram, and seven yearling 
lambs, as a burnt-oftering ; and a goat, as a sin-ofifering. The 
high-priest ministered as before at the altar, and the priests 

^^ * Omtr-j a little more than five pints. 
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around bim. The crowd was scarcely less than yesterday, 
and nearly the same ceremonies were repeated. 

Next f(^lowed the offering of the first-fruits, the omer ot 
barley-meal which had been prepared from the sheaves, cut 
the preceding erening. A priest fetched the meal, in a gol- 
den dish, from an apartment in one of the buildings, mixed 
it in the presence of the people with a log* of the finest oil, 
and scattered upon it a handful of incense. He brought it to 
the high-priest, who stood beside the altar, and he waved it 
. towards all the four winds, from east to west and from south 
to north, and then ascended the altar. On the southern side 
lay salt, with which he salted the meal and threw a handful 
of it, with another of incense, upon the flame. Immediately 
after, a special sacnfice, a lamb with the meat and drink offer- 
ing that belonged to it, was ofifered ; and the high-priest con- 
cluded by giving his benediction. The harvest was now 
sdemnly begun, and Israel might pursue its joyful labors. 
The spectators dispersed themselves iuiiifierent directions; 
and many of the pilgrims, who had neither time nor means 
to spend the whole week of the festival in Jerusalem, returned 
home on this day. 

Only those remained behind, who purposed to ofier the 
bumt-ofierings of the appearance before Jehovah, and these 
were the wealthier part of the worshippers. Elisama, Helen, 
and Sallu went down into the neighborhood of the potch of 
Solomon, to purchase a victim for this purpose. A dealer in 
cattle, from Capernaum in Galilee, furnished them with a calf 
of extraordinary beauty, which they drove to the gate on the 
northern side, at which the sacrifices were admitted. Here 
they were compelled to wait a considerable time, as a large 
number had been admitted just before their arrival. At 
length they entered : the animal was examined and killed on 
the north side of the altar, the offerers having first washed 
their hands, and laid them upon it. The priests received 
the blood and sprinkled it on Uie altar. The sacrificers then 

* Log, five sixths of a pint. 
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took off the skin, took out the fat, and the entrails, and divided 
the flesh. The whole was given to the priest, along with the 
meat and drink offering; he salted it and threw it into the 
fire. A burnt-oflering was to be wholly consumed, except 
the skin, which belonged to the priest. While the priest 
was sacrificing at the altar, Elisama, Helon, and Sallu were 
praying that Jehovah would graciously accept their ofiering ; 
and when it was ended, they and the rest of those who had 
been admitted with them, went out at the southern gate. 
Helon, while he had witnessed the solemn ceremonial and 
the deep and reverent silence of the spectators, had felt the 
dignity of the priestly office, and as he prayed, he said with 
David,' 

One thing I desired of tiie Lord, that I will seek after j 
To dwell in the house of the Lord, as long as I live, 
To behold the glorious worship of the Lord; 
And to wail in his temple ! — Ps, wcvii. 4, 

III the afternoon Iddo conducted him to one of the places 
of public instruction, called by the Greek name of Syn* 
agogue. Such buildings had come into use only since the 
captivity, but there were already a considerable number of 
them in Jerusalem. In the days of David and Solomon we 
find no trace of them. It is true, we find very early mention 
of the schools of the prophets, from which tliey may be con-, 
sidered to have taken their rise. In the days of Elisha it was 
customary to visit the prophets on the day of the new moon 
and on the sabbath.* In the captivity, the people must have 
felt the necessity much more of assembling on solemn days^ 
to obtain consolation and hope from the discourses of some 
man learned in the scriptures. On the fifth day of the sixth 
month, k happened, we are told in the book of the Prophet» 
that Ezekiel ^was sitting in his house, and the eiders o f 
Judah were sitting before him.^^f After the return from the 
captivity, this custom was kept up, from^the experience of its 

* 2 Kings i V. 23. f Esek: viii. 1. 
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Utility; aud these aasemblages were held at fifst inihe porti- 
eoes of the temple, afterwards in buildings appropriated to 
the purpose. Sacrifices could be offered only in one place, 
the temple, but prayer might be offered, and instruction com- 
municated, any where. 

They went into a synagogue in the Lower City, where an 
eloquent expounder of the law was accustomed to teach. 
The arrangement of the building had a good deal of resem* 
blance to that of the temple. A large quadrangular space 
was surrounded on all sides with covered walks or porticoes^ 
resting upon a double row of columns. In the middle, a cir- 
cular roof rested upon four pillars, and beneath it, on a raised 
place, lay the rolls of the law. The people stood upon tlie 
open space, which was covered with an awning, and in rainy 
weather took shelter in the porticoes, one of which was set 
apart exclusively for the women. Before the rolls of the 
law stood the reader and expounder, who was also called the 
apostle or ambassador of the assembly. He read the law and 
the letters of other congregations ; be delivered the prayer, 
and thus, as it were, was the messenger of the people to Qod, 
and the interpreter of their desirea Besides him there was 
also a ruler of the synagogue, or superintendent of the school, 
who maintained order, several elders of the congregation 
who assisted him in his functions, a gatherer of alms, and a 
servant. Any one who chose, not excepting strangers, might 
stand up and teach. 

The synagogue was already full when Helen and his friends 
entered it, and after the usual salutation, the service began by 
praising Qod. The reader then going up to the rolls, which 
lay under the circular roof, read a ]>assage from the law, 
which he at the same time interpreted to the people. After 
a second ascription of praise, he read a passage from the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, and translated it into the common dialect of 
the country. The celebrated teacher of the law, whom we 
have mentioned, then rose up, and proposed to deliver a dis- 
course. 

Myron had objected to his friend Helen, that the people of 
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Israel were destitute of skill in all the fine arts ; and in res* 
pect to eloquence, resembled their lawgiver, who was 
** slow of speech and of a slow tongue."* To the former part 
of the imputation Helon had already replied ; to the latter he 
might have answered, that although his nation never pos- 
sessed an Isocrates or a Demosthenes, no people ever had 
orators, whose eloquence was more vigorous, animated, or 
spirit-stirring than the prophets in Israel. What artificial 
rhetorician, of the schools or the Agora, ever graved his 
words so deep in the hearts of his hearers as they did ? They 
spoke the word of Jehovah, by the command and inspiration 
of Jehovah ; the Greeks, the words of human wisdom, at 
the suggestion of vanity, or to promote the purposes of am- 
bition. How different is the effect of a discourse, in which 
a divine power dwells, from those which have been composed 
with the strictest adherence to the rules of an ! 

Such might have been Melon's answer to his friend ; for 
such was his own experience, in listening to the orator in the 
synagogue. His language was simple and unartificial, but 
for this very reason the energy of the prophet's words, 
which he expounded, was the more strongly felt. First of 
all he went through the passage which had been read, and ex- 
plained the contents of the prayer, which, sublime in itself, was 
still more so from the circumstances in which it was spoken. 
He painted the forlorn condition of the people when tlie land 
fell into the hands of the Chaldeans, and the prophecy which 
was involved in the purchase of the field of Anathotfa. 
When he came to speak of the signs and wonders which 
Jehovah had shown in Egypt, and of his having brought out 
bis people with an out-stretched arm, he pointed out to the 
audience, that this grfeat deliverance was to be regarded as an 
everlasting pledge of his redeeming mercy. For a thousand 
years past it had served this purpose, and every Passover 
revived and strengthened the impression. He painted to 
them the condition of Israel in Goshen, their inhuman op- 

• Exod. iv. 10. 
12* 
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presBioD«, theeveiiing of the first Passover, their wanclcrings 
In the wildernessy their rebeJlions against God, and the firm- 
ness of their lawgiver. Thence he passed rapidly to the glo- 
rious days of the first temple, and described, the magnificence 
of Solomon and the prosperity of Israel, while the eyes of all 
his audience glistened with sympathetic delight. Next he 
spoke of the captivity in Babylon, of the silent tears of the 
people as they sat by the streams of the Tigris and Euphrates, 
and of the evening of the Passover, when the fourteenth day 
of Ifisan came and no paschal lamb could be eaten, but only 
the iinleavened bread. No one drew his breath while he de- 
lineate the picture of this misery. << Unhappy, forsaken 
people !" be exclaimed ; *^ ye had sinned and Jehovah visitetb ' 
the iniquities of the fathers upon their children. O thou 
almighty and jealous God, thine eyes are o})en on all the ways 
of the children of men !" He paused for a moment, as if 
overpowered by the contemi»1ation of the might and justice 
of Jehovah. Every bosom was agitated. ^ Wo, wo to 
me and to my children !" exclaimed at once a woman, so 
carried away by the words of the speaker, that she forgot 
herself and the presence of the multitude. ^ Wo to us all,'* 
resumed he, " if we forsake Jehovah, the living fountain, and 
hew out to ourselves broken fountains which hold no water." 
In conclusion he praised the restoration of the worsliip of 
God, and the happy times in which they lived ; and earnestly 
exhorted them to celebrate the feast of unleavened bread 
and of the appearance before Jehovah, with l)ecoming grati- 
tude, and faithfully to observe the law, in the land flowing 
with milk and honey into which he had brought them. 

When |he discourse was ended, praise was again ascribed 
to God, and the prayer called Kri-schma repeated. This was 
a feast-day ; but independently of this, it was the duty of 
every aduh Jew, on the second and the fifth day of the week, 
«8 well as on the sabbath, to pray with the Tallith on his head, 
and the Tephillim on his brow and on his hand. The bene^ 
diction was given, to which the assembly replied Amen ! and 
at the close of all, alms were collected for the poor. 
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As they left the a88eint>ly, Heloii reinarken to Elisama, bow 
much superior, in regard both to sacrifice and instruction, 
was the condition of Israel to that of the heathen. They 
offer sacrifice to their gods — but they are ignorant of the 
law ; they have temples and altars, but no houses of religious 
instruction ; they have priests, but none to explain their duty 
to them. On the following day, the third after the Passover 
the same offerings were made as before ; but the evening in- 
creased the solemnity, by the approach of the sabbath. It 
was announced as usual by six blasts of tlio trumpet, blown by 
a priest out of the chamber which was situated on the southern 
side of the temple, at the extremity of the court of Israel, and 
which served at the same time for the watch-room of the 
priests and Levites. In the country towns the annunciation 
was made by blasts of the horn. At the ninth liour (three la 
the afternoon) the first blast was sounded, as a signal for tlie 
cessation of all labor in the field. Troops of reapers and 
other laborers were immediately after seen coming from all 
the adjacent country into Jerusalem. At the tenth hour, the 
second blast was sounded, to announce the time of closing 
the shops and manufactories, completing the domestic pre- 
parations for the sabbath, and putting on their best attire. 
In every house, two loaves were placed upon the table, as a 
memorial of the double measure of manna, gathered in the 
wilderness on the day l>efore the sabbath. At the third blast, 
the mother of the family lighted the two lamps, which were 
to burn tbrougii the whole of the sabbath. Light, being the 
«ymbolof joy and of knowledge, was appropriate to such a 
solemnity : hence the altar blazed, and the household lamp 
was kindled. The mother, assuming the priestly «ofiSce, 
spread out her hands towards the lamp when she had lighted 
it and said, ^ Blessed be thou, O Lord our God, King of the 
world who hast sanctified us by thy predepts, and commanded 
us to light the sabbath-lamp." The fourth, fifth, and sixth 
blasts followed each other rapidly, as soon as the sun was set i 
and the sabbath was now begun. 

To take a family meal was the first thing dooe. The 
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master of the house filled the cup, when all were assembled 
around the table, and blessed it. The cup was emptied, the 
master of the house blessed the bread also in the usual form 
of words, and the meal began. 

In tlie mean time the course of priests had been changed 
in the temple, that which had been on duty in the preceding 
week, giving place to that whose turn of service it was for 
the week following. The shew-bread was changed, twelve of 
the priests bringing each one of the new loaves in a golden 
dish, and two others censers with incense. Then all the 
children of Israel laid themselves down to rest, in the houses 
or in the temple, in joyful expectation of tlie sabbath-dnwn. 

The sabbath was so solemnly and strictly kept, that it was 
not allowed to be broken even by the greatest of the föstivals ; 
it may ipdeed be said, that as being the oldest, it was the root 
and parent of all the rest. It was not merely a day of cessa- 
tion from labor ; its celebration was a weekly acknowledge- 
ment, that the One God was worshipped as the creator pf 
heaven and earth ; and thus it stood in the closest connexion 
with the first of the ten commandments which God had 
given upon mount Sinai. 

If, however, the sabbath could not be suspended by the 
festivities of the Passover, they might receive additional 
soleipnity from the sabbath. Uelon felt its sanctity with 
double force, in this combination. He had risen early in the 
morning, and could scarcely wait till the hour arrived, for his 
going up with the old men to the temple, for the first time in 
his life, to spend a sabbath there. The morning sacrifice 
consisted on this day of the usual ofiTering of a lamb ; then 
followed the special offering of the sabbath, two lambs of a 
year old, with the meat and drink offering that belonged to 
them. Last of all, the festival-offering, which consisted of 
two young bullocks, a ram, seven yeariing lambs as a burnt* 
offering, and a goat as a sin-offering. In the mean time the 
sabbath psalm was sung by the Leyites from the fifteen steps. 
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It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, 

And to sing praises unto thy name, O most High ! 

To show forth thy loving-kindness in the morning, 

And thy faithfulness every night, 

Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the psaltery. 

Upon the harp with a solemn sound 

For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy work, 

I will triumph because of the works of thy hands. 

Lord I how great are thy works ; 
Thy thoughts are very deep ! 

A brutish man knoweth not this. 

Nor doth a fool understand it. 

When the wicked spring as the grass, 

And when all the workers of iniquity ik>urish, 

It is that they may be destroyed for ever ! 

But thou, Lord, art most high for evermore. 

For lo ! thine enemies, O Lord, 

For lo ! thine enemies shall perish ! 

All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 

But thou exaltesl my horu like the unicorn's ; 

1 am anointed with fresh oil ; 

And mine eye shall see my desire on my enemies, 

And mine ear shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up against me. 

The righteous flourisheth like the palm-tree. 

He groweth like a cedar in Lebanon. 

They that are planted in the house of the Lord 

S'lall flourish in the courts of our God, 

They shall still bring forth in old age, 

They shall be full of sap and flourisbing, 

To show that Jehovah is just. 

He is my rock, and there is no unrigliteousness in him.— I*s. xeii. 

HeloD remained the whole day in the temple, witnessed 
the evening-sacrifice, and heard the soimd of the trumpet 
which proclaimed that the sabbath was at an end. The old 
men retired soon after the morning-sacrifice leaving him to 
hia own reflections, and rejoicing that one was found among 
tlie youth of Israel, so full of enthusiasm for the service of 
Jehovah. Helen, as. he wandered about the courts of the 
temple, was revolving a design, which had long been forming 
in his bosom, and which had been rapidly matured by the 
feelings of the last few days. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THE CLOSE OF THE FEAST OF THE 
PASSOVER. 

A1.TH0UGH the greater part of the people had already 
returned to their homes, to begin the harvest, and large com- 
panies bad taken their departure every morning with the 
music of cymbals and psalms, all the priests and Levites still 
remained, and a great multitude of the people. Not fewer 
than one hundred thousand men were still to be seen assem- 
bled in the courts of the temple. 

One day Helon was present at the evening sacrifice, and 
was witness of a novel scene. He was standing beside the 
thirteen chests, which were placed in the court of the Women. 
Each of these chests was inscribed with the name of the gift 
which was to be deposited in it. Some were of the capita- 
tion tax, others, for the money which remained over and 
above of the destined sum when the victim had been pur- 
chased ; others, for voluntary gifts for the benefit of the temple. 
A Jew of Cyrene came to bring the capitation tax of his 
countrymen. The law had enacted as follows ; " The Lord 
spake unto Moses, saying, when thou takest the sum of the 
children of Israel, they shall give every man a ransom for his 
soul unto the Lord, when thou numberest them, that there 
may be no plague among them when thou numberest them : 
this shall they give, every one that is numbered a half-shekel, 
according to the shekel of the sanctuary: a half-shekel shall 
be the offering of the Lord. Eyery one, from twenty years 
and upwards, shall give an offering to the Lord ; the rich 
shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less, than a 
half-shekel, that it may be for a memorial unto the children 
of Israel before the Lord, to make an atonement for your 
ßouls."* The shekel is a coin which contains twenty gerahs,t 

*^od. VOL. 11. t Num. iii. 47. 



FEAST or THE PASSOVER. 143 

and has different times been of different values, but since 
the time of the bigb-priest Simon, has been equal to a Grecian 
stater. The coin, as struck by him, has a beautiful stamp ; 
on the one side is seen, in the centre, the budding rod of 
Aaron, with the legend around it, '<The holy Jerusalem:" 
on the other side is a pot of manna, and the words '< Shekel 
of Israel" Whole and half-shekels were coined. It was 
such a half-shekel that every Jew of twenty years and up- 
wards was bound to give, as ai^ acknowledgment of his 
belonging to the people of Jehovah. It might be considered 
as a capitation tax levied in the last month of the ecclesiasti- 
cal year. On the first day of this mouth, Adar, the Sanhe- 
drim sent messengers through the whole country, who 
demanded the half-shekel, and fifteen days were given for 
the: payment On the fifteenth day of Adar, the receivers of 
the half-shekel took their seats beside the chests, in the court 
of the Women, and all who were twenty year» and upwards 
brought their contribution. If any one neglected to do so, 
compulsory measures were resorted to, in order to obtain it. 
To the very poorest persons a further respite of a year was 
granted, and for this reason a chest for the past year was 
placed by that which received the contributions of the present. 
At this time a multitude of the poorer class were seen solicit- 
ing alms from the rich, to enable them to discharge their debt 
This was the only kind of begging which the lavtr allowed in 
Israel. Strangers, who came to Jerusalem chiefly at the 
festivals, were accustomed to take these opportunities of dis- 
charging the debt, especially at the Passover, which was some 
weeks later than the day of the month Adar, on which it 
became due. 

The Cyrenian had brought the sum which was due from 
his Jewish brethren in Cyrene, and was al>out to deposit it in 
the chest. But it was necessary that it should be paid in 
shekels, and he had only foreign coin. As this was a case of 
frequent occurrence, the receivers of the shekel were also 
money-changers, and had their tables beside the chest For 
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a certain premium they gave Jewish shekels for the Cyrenian 
coins. Helen witnessed the proceeding with no small dissat- 
isfaction. 

He had the true Mosaic dislike to commerce and trade, of 
which, in the whole law, no single instance of encouragement 
ie found. Though Canaan lay on the shore of the Mediter- 
ranean, and the example of their nearest neighbors, the 
PhcBnicians, encouraged the Israelites to commerce, it was 
not the will of Jehovah that his |)eople should devote them- 
selves to traffic ; agriculture on the contrary, was consecrated 
by its union with religion, and all the great national festivals 
were as much agricultural as historical. In this respect 
Israel resembled the Greeks more than the Orientals, among 
whom commerce is usually held iu high estimation, consti- 
tutes anorder of nobility, and engages even the prime minis- 
ters of the state. The Greek, on the contrary, at least in the 
earliest and purest times, considered such occupations as a 
surrender of his dignity, and| inconsistent with the magna- 
nimity of a free man. Helon would fain have seen the same 
spirit continuing to animate the Israelites, though for a differ- 
ent reason. The constant intercourse with foreigners, neces- 
sarily produced compromises and conformity, which dimin- 
ished their attachment to the law and usages of their fore- 
fathers. He disliked the Hellenists of Alexandria, as much 
as their love of allegories, and deduced indeed from the 
former their neglect of the law, their indifference to the tem- 
ple of Moriah, and their endeavor to pacify their conscience 
by allegorizing those precepts which in their literal accepta- 
tion too obviously rebuked their practices. If the children 
of the captivity, he thought, had not taken up the pursuit of 
commerce on the banks of the Euphrates and the Tigris, 
they would have returned in much greater numbers, and so 
many of them would not have been induced to prefer gain 
in a foreign land to the recovery of their own. «And had 
they returned in greater numbers," he exclaimed, " how soon 
would the Samaritans have been expelled, Galilee purified, 
and the Philistines been forced to bow their necks ! Jerusa- 
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lem would have been inhabited by a totally difierent race of 
men, and the days of Solomon might have returned !" 

With such feelings, it was natural that he should turn away 
in xlisgust from all that seemed to change the proper character 
of the festival. This mixture of commerce with the religtoua 
solemnity was indeed not new ; it seemed almost to arise ne- 
cessarily out of the circumstances of the case. The festivals 
were not merely occasions of appearing before Jehovah, for 
pious services, nor merely anniversary assemblages of the 
people ; they were also the great national faii-s. One end of 
the court of the Gentiles served as a market-place ; the most 
extensive dealings carried on in it were in cattle. Vast droves 
of sheep, goats, and bullocks preceded the pilgrims on their 
way to the city, to supply the sacrifices which were to be 
offered there. As the animals so offered must be all clean, it 
was necessary that this branch of trade should be wholly in 
the hands of the Jews, The sheep came from the wilderness 
of Judah ; the bullocks from Galilee ; Tekoah and Hermon 
furnished honey, and Gileud its precious balm. Phoenicians 
also caine to the festivals, and brought with them foreign 
merchandise, purple, Egyptian linen, &c. 

Elisama was frequently among the merchants, and judged 
of their wares with the e^es of one experienced in such 
mattes, for ho had himself been a merchant But Helon 
could never be persuaded to follow his uncle's occupation, 
and had been accustomed at Alexandria to take refuge in the 
Bruchion, when exhorted to engage in commerce. ^ O ! that 
a prophet would appear," he exclaimed one day in the temple, 
when his zeal was more than ordinarily kindled, "• who should 
overturn the tables of the money-changers, and drive those 
who buy and sell from the courts of Jehovah !"*. 

These things, however, were only trivial diminutions of his 
pleasure, small specks in the bright glory which invested the 
temple and its services to his imagination. When he went 
up, morning or evening, and entered by the Beautiful-gate, he 

* This was done by tho Messiah. Vide John il 13 — ^16. 
13 
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bastened as speedily as possible from the objects the sight of 
which displeased him, to reach a scene more congenial to 
bis feelings, to ascend the flight of steps which conducted to 
the altar of burnt-ofTering, to wander in the spacious porti- 
eoes, to follow with tlie eye the majestic steps of the high- . 
priesty or listen to the psalms ef the Levites. He had not 
words to describe the delight in which he thus passed his 
hours away. He inwardly resolved to become ns it was then 
called, a Chasidean,* i. e. a perfectly righteous man. He 
thanked Jehovah that he had so happily escaped from the 
meshes of the Greek philosophy, and had so pure and ardent 
a love for the law of his fathers. He prayed to the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, tobe enabled to fulfil the law 
in all its rigor, and he was conscious of a warmth of attach* 
ment to it, and an energy of purpose, which left him no 
doubt of succeeding. 

The close of the festival was at baud ; Helon could scarce 
refrain from tears when, on the evening of the seventh day, the 
sound of the trumpets announced that it was over. The last 
day, the twenty first of the month Nisan, was as holy as the first, 
and no work could lawfully be done on either of them. The 
fbstivai-offering was presented on this as on every other of 
the seven days; the ashes from such a multitude of sacrifices, 
never having been cleared away, had accumulated to a lofty 
heap upon the altar. All those who had remained in Jerusa- 
lem had assembled in the temple ; in the afternoon they went 
to the synagogue, and with sunset the feast of unleavened 
bread was over, 

Helon went down from the temple, with slow and melan- 
choly steps. The pilgrims were preparing for their departure, 
and the citizens returning to their ordinary occupations. On 
the following morning they were present at the sacrifice, and 
returned thanks to Jehovah for permitting them to join in the 
celebration of his Passover. The tents were then struck ; 

* Chasidean — Tlie Chasidim, or Pietists, were a sect that sprung up 
during^ the Maccabees, distinguished for their devotion to pure Jadainn, 
and their zeal for the institutions of Israel. 
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the different oompanies arranged themefelves, and with the 
sound of cymbals poured out from the different gates, after 
having taken a hearty farewell of their respective friends. 

Helon stood upon the roof, and saw the commotion in the 
streets and at the gates. The city gradually became more 
empty and silent. He listentd, as the songs of the pilgrims 
died away in the distance, and when ho heard from the road 
to Bethlehem, where he had himself joined in the chorus, 
the psalm whicii they were singing on their return, the sound 
fell on his heart, like the kneU of departed joy. 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE SACERDOTAL OFFICE. 

The feast of the Passover was ended. The multitude had 
returned to their homes, to resume their occupations in the 
city. The ashes on the altar of burnf-offertng had been 
cleared away. The days of unleavened bread were past; the 
people had returned to their ordinary food, and all the glory 
of the festival seemed to have disappeared from the city. 

Helon stood on the roof, on the following morning, con- 
templating the rising sun. His eyes turned towards the 
temple, and he remembered, with a feeling of disappoint- 
ment and regret, that on this as on the preceding day, only 
a single customary sacrifice would be presented there. He 
looked down upon the streets — the exhilarating commo- 
tion of the festival had vanished, and all was solitary and still, 
save where a Tyrian merchant was seen hastening through 
the ga^e with his empty sacks, or a Galilean dealer in cattle, 
driving4)efore him the remnant of his herd, for which he 
had been unable to find a purchaser. No pilgrim from He- 
bron or Libnah, no stranger of the Diaspora was to be seen. 



148 THE SACERDOTAL OrFJCC» 

A dee{) meliincholy took possession of Helon's mind, and 
this day seemed likely to pass even more gloomily than the 
preceding. The dejection of mind which for several years 
post had been his habitual companion, had suddenly vanished 
during the paschal week. The enthusiasm which began at 
Beerslieba, when he knelt down to greet the land of his 
fathers, had gone on constantly increasing ; and he had felt 
within himself a resolution, which it seemed as if nothing 
could daunt, to keep the law of Jehovah. But now, though 
still in the Holy Land and in the city of God, his spirits sunk 
at every moment ; his feelings had l>een too highly excited,, 
and this depression was the natural consequence. He could 
not descend to the ordinary occupations of life in Jerusalem^ 
in which, as the city of Jehovah, it seemed to him that a 
perpetual festival ought to prevail. 

In the preceding days only the psalms, with their tone of 
cheerful and exulting piety, or the joyous prophecies of 
Isaiah, had been in his heart and on his lips ; now the plain- 
tive strains of Jeremiah, his former favorites, recurred to his 
mind, and he began to feci how removed he still was from 
that inward peace fpr which belonged, and which he thought 
that he had found in the first days of the festival. When he 
looked down upon the streets, whose comparative emptinesa 
seemed to him absolute desolation, the beginning of the 
Lamentations came to his njind ; 

How doth the city sit solitary that m as full of people ! 
How is she become as a widow 1 

And he could scarcely forbear adding from the same pro- 
phet ;* 

My soul is removed Uum peace, 
And I said my confidence is perisited 
And my hope in Jcliovab. 

With such feelings he wandered up and down on the rbof^ 
in the cool air of morning. Suddenly the smoke of thc^ 

* Lam. iii. IS. 
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tnoraing-sacrifice arose on mount Moriah, and the sound of a 
solitary trumpet was heard from the hill of the Lord. All 
He]on*8 feelings returned with the associations of this sight 
and sound. " There is then," he exclaimed, " one occupation 
in Jerusalem, which is a perpetual festival. It is theirs who 
dwell in the house of the Lord and minister at his altar. 
Why do I delay my resolution ?"* 

At this moment the door of the AHjah opened, and the ven- 
erable Elisama issued from it. He- had been performing there 
his morning devotions. Helon went up to him, wished hini 
peace, and with kindling looks thus addressed him ; *^ My 
uncle, often hast thou told me that Israel is Israel only in the 
Holy Land, yet even here I cannot remain, uuless I become 
a priest." 

''Restless youth," said Elisama smiling, " is it not enough 
for thee that thou art in the city of Jehovah ?•* 

« But," replied Melon, « even in the city of Jehovah, the 
priests alone keep a perpetual festival; and I fain would 
keep it with them." 

Elisama looked at him in joyful surprit^e. It had been his 
own wish that Helon, whose dislike of commerce he per- 
ceived, should become a priest, but wishing that it should be 
his spontaneous choice, he had forborne to suggest it to him § 
and he had not hoped for so speedy and so decisive a declar- 
ation. Scarcely able to repress his joy, he replied, " In a son 
of Levi the wish is natural ; but what has suggested it ?" 

Helon related to him what he had felt on the second day 
of the Passover, when offering the burnt-offering ; how the 
desire of entering into the sacerdotal order had ripened into 
resolution, and how ever since that time the words of the 
prophet,* ^ the priest is an angel of the Lord," had been per- 
petually before his mind, till at leogth his painful feelings on 
seeing the deserted oity, and the joy which had revived in 
him on hearing the trumpet from Moriah, had convinced him 
that he could be happy only by entering into the priesthood. 

• Mai. ii. 7. 
13* 
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Elisama embraced him, and both remained for a time 
weeping. At length tllisama« breaking silence, said, ** We 
will go tomorrow to the high-priest ; he knows our family 
and me. In truth," he continued, ^ Jehovah has blessed our 
house with much wealth in a foreign land, and thou, alas, art 
its oniy heir. It is right that thou siiouldst revive the priest» 
hood in our faniHy, in which it has slept for four hundred 
years. This is the curse which rests on Israel in foreign 
lands.' The privilege to be anointed to Jehovah by birth, and 
t0 have the right of ministering before him, is despised, and 
a Levite becomes but like another man. This I have often 
thought ; the pursuits of commerce have indeed prevented 
my acting on this conviction, but all my wealth has been an 
inadequate consolation to me." 

•* My second father t" exclaimed Helon, " my heart over- 
flows with joy to hear that you think so ; and with gratitude, 
that you permit me to revive the priesthood in our family." 

" Yes, Helon," said Elisama, " I feel, too, that the priest is 
an angel of the Lord of Hosts. In the hour in which thou 
didst resolve to make a journey to the Holy Land, I framed 
in my heart the blessing which my lips now pronounce upon 
thee. But let us go to the grave of thy father, that thou may» 
est received his blessing." 

Without entering the house, they descended the staircase 
which led directly from the roof into the outer court, and so 
into the street. Passing along the Broad-street they came 
immediately from the Higher City into the valley of Jehosba- 
phat, and its cedars, and proceeded beneath their solemn 
shade, till they rea(ihed the well-known sepulchre of the 
Egyptian pilgrim. 

Both stood before it awhile in silence, and seemed to expect 
that some voice should still issue from it, or that the spirit of 
the beloved father and brother should come forth. 

" O! hadst thou lived to see this hour,," at length exclaimed 
Elisama, " how had thy paternal heart rejoiced I" 
' Helon wept, whether in joy or sorrow he himself scarcely 
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knew — but such tears are of a higher kind. He threw him- 
self upon the grave, and long remained there praying and 
weeping. Elisatna too gave free vent to his tears. " Arise,** 
he said, at length, to Helon, ^ and let us repeat together the 
90th psalm. Thy father will answer thee in this song of 
Moses, and bless thee in the words of the man of God." 

Helon arose, and they both sang as proposed. When they 
had finished, " Does not this psalm," said Elisama, << seem to 
have been composed to suit our circumstances; beginning 
with lamentation ou account of death, and confession of sin : 
yet even in the midst of these, calling on Jehovah, on him 
who has been our refuge from generation to generation ? 
Yes, Helon, such has he been to the whole series of our 
ancestors even to him who, with the prophet Jeremiah, was 
compelled to flee into Egypt ; and on this we found our 
prayer. Return to us O Jehovah ! The Lord has heard thee, 
happy youth ! Thou shalt behold the works of Jehovah I 
And from the sepulchre of thy father, from beneath these 
primeval cedars, his spirit blesses thee ami says. The favor 
of the Lord thy God be upon thee. May he prosper all the 
work of thy hands, yea, the work of thy hands may his good- 
ness prosper. And now let us go. We will return home by 
Ziou and by the spring of Siloah." 

At the southeast corner of Jerusalem, near the termination 
of the Kedron, lies the valley of Hinnom, where once sacri- 
fices were oflered to Moloch on Tophet. They bent their 
course around the Water-gate and went through this valley 
which lies on the southern side, along the aqueduct of Siloah, 
which bad been erected by Solomon. They came firat to the 
k>wer pool, then to the remains of a noble garden, and at last, 
opposite to the southwest side of the city, to the upper pool, 
near which was the highly-prized fountain of Siloah, which 
Manasseh on his return, had connected with the city by 
means of a well. Isaiah describes the waters of Siloah as 
" flowing softly." 

Paseing by the Fuller's Field,* as it was called from ancient 

* 2 Kings xviii. 17. Isaiah vii. 3. 
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times, and bending round the western side of the city, by the 
ruins of the aqueduct of Hezekiah, they entered the valley of 
SOoah. Between the gate of the Fountain and the Valley 
they saw the tower of Zion, formerly called the tower of the 
Jebusites, and now the city of David, rising in the midst of 
the Higher City which had been built around it. The 
Higher and Lower City were separated by a valley, which 
was called the Tyropoeon (valley of the cheese-makers.) 
They entered by the gate of the Valley and thus reached 
again the house of Iddo, in the Higher City, and in the 
Broad-street. 

How did Iddo sympathize in the joy with which Elisama 
announced to him the determination of Helon ! He was 
standing in the outer court, and bad just taken leave of some 
acquaintance, when they' entered. Leading them with ex- 
clamations of joy to the inner court, he called his wife from 
the apartment of the women, made ihe slaves place cushions 
around the fountain, and repeatedly exclaimed, *• What a 
happiness for a family! The priest is indeed an angel of 
Jehovah of Hosts." 

The day was spent in domestic festivity, but Helon could 
not be present at the evening sacrifice, because he had made 
himself unclean by contact with a grave.* It seemed some- 
what strange to him, that he should have been defiled by a 
visit to his father's tomb and be unfit tb appear in the temple 
of Jehovah, because he had shed there tears not ef earthly 
sorrow but of heavenly hope. But he consoled himself with 
the ihought that the priest was more secure even in this res- 
pect. 

Helon purified himself in the evening, by the prescribed 
ablutions. Still he was not permitted to enter the temple for 
seven days to come; for so long the uncleanness lasted which 
was produced by touching a sepulchre. But the prohibition 
applied only to the temple. 

The following day was a sabbath. Elisama took the pre- 
jfents which he had designed for the high-priest, and Helen 

* Numb. ziz. 16. 
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and he went together to the castle of Baris. It was a stately 
edifice erected by Hyrcanus. It stood at the northeast cor- 
ner of the temple, on a steep rock fifty cul)it8hi<{h, and formed 
a quadrangle, in the midst of wliicli stood a splendid pulace. 
Besides a court, it was surrounded with a wall, on the four 
comers of which were towers, that on the southeast side 
being the highest, for the purpose of commanding the temple 
from it. 

The high-priest received tlie strangers sitting in the inner 
court, by the fountain, and bade them welcome. Elisama 
had been known to him before, and Hyrcanus rejoiced to see 
him after an interval of many years. With lofty fmnegyrics 
of his government, and the heroic deeds of himself and his 
progenitors, Elisama laid his Egyptian presents at his feet, 
consisting of valuable or curious productions of nature and 
art from that country, and then made application for Uelon*!» 
admission into the priesthood. The high-priest lent a favor- 
able ear to the request, but observed, that as the triumphal 
entry of his sons was to take place on the approaching new 
moon, he could not before that time admit Uelon to the temple 
service, and he recommended it to Elisama to employ the 
interval in examining the genealogical table of the young 
candidate. Having promised them all necessary aid in carry- 
ing their purpose into effect, he dismissed them. 

The first step had now been taken. Uelon left the castle, 
full of exultation, and congratulating Israel that such a hero 
as Hyrcanus sat upon its throne. On their return home, 
Elisama announced to Iddo his intention of making a journey 
with Helen to Joppa, where the keeper of the genealogical 
register of their fkmily dweh. ^' Since you are now to be an 
inhabitant of the Promised Land," said be to Helen, << it is 
right that you should become acquainted with it, and with 
your kinsmen who dwell in it. We shall return in time to 
witness the triumphal entry." Helon requested that they 
might take Anathoth in their way, a place which he felt a» 
indescribable longing to see, as being the native town of hisi 
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prophet Jeremiah. Elisama «greed, and as soon as the sab- 
bath was ended, preparations for the journey were hastily 
made. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

THE JOURNEY. TO JOPPA. 

The crowing of the cock had already announced the near 
approach of morning, yet all was still in the street» of Jeru- 
salem and in the temple, when Elisaaia, Uelon, and the faith- 
ful Sallu, their upper garments girt short around them, with 
sandals on their feet, and staves in their hands, passed through 
the gate of Ephraim, and took the road to Anathoth. 

They entered the territory of the trilie of Benjamin as sood 
as they had passed the gate. Jerusalem lay on the confines 
of Judah and Benjamin, as the metropolis of the whole peo- 
ple, and not belonging to any one tribe exclusively. Since 
the return from the captivity, the distinction of the tribes bad 
been obliterated, with the exception of that of Levi, and, 
strictly speaking, only the name remained in the case of the 
others, as a cherished memorial of former times. 

A beautiflil and fruitful plain, yet with something of decliv- 
ity, lay before them, the only level ground in the immediate 
vicinity of the city. On whichever side you quit Jerusalem, 
the ground falls, for Jerusalem stands elevated and conspicu- 
ous on the surface of the earth, as it does in the history of the 
world. It was growing light when they came into the King's 
valley, so called because it was here that Melchisedec, priest 
of the Most High God and King of Salem had met Abraai,* 
returning triumphant from his battle with Chedorlaomer and 
bis confederate kings, and brought wine and bread to the 

* Gen. xiv, 18. 
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patriarch and blessed 'him. Here too the king of Sodom 
cmiie to meet Abratn. They passed along this beautiful 
▼alley, which was beginning to be brightened by the first 
beams of the sun ; the sickle of the reapers was heard on 
every side, and they congratulated themselves on being per- 
mitted to visit scenes where holy men had walked. ^ These," 
said Elisama, ** are truly consecrated spots ; the memory of 
the events which passed here lives from generation to genera- 
tion, and has outlasted the pillar which Absalom raised yonder, 
hoping to perpetuate his name by this monument, when he 
had no son to preserve it.* He had no son, because he had 
8howD> that he could not teach him to honor a father; his 
monument has disappeared ; no man mentions the pillar of 
Absalom ; but the friendly meeting of the kings will be 
banded down to the latest posterity, in the name which this 
valley bears.'*' 

Helon was silent; for he perceived that bis uncle had 
involuntarily awakened a thought in his own mind, which 
never failed to give him pain. Elisama had no children, and 
he regarded this as a grievous puni$:hment from heaven, for 
some unknown sin which he had committed. With an 
agitated voice he turned to Helon and gave him his hand ; 
" Be thou," he said, " my son ! Like Absalom 1 have sinned. 
I did indeed honor my father to his dying day ; but the ways 
of the Lord are unsearchable ; he is righteous, and it becomes 
me to say with David, * Who can tell how often he transgress- 
etht Cleanse thou me from secret faults.'" 

^ I am thy son," replied Helon, and ]iressed Elisama's hand. 
** But here while Israel rejoices around us, in this lovely val- 
ley, in the blessing of the harvest, let joy and thankfulness 
alone occupy our minds." 

They proceeded on their way. The fields of barley stood, 
golden ripe, on either side of the road ; troops of reapers 
were on their way to the harvest, and the sound of the sickle, 
the song of the laborer, and the rolling of the threshing-wain 

*2Sam. xviii. 18. 
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resoimderl tkrough the air. Wbile rows of the reapers were 
busy in cutting down the grain, others were binding up the 
sheaves, tying the stalks not far from the ears* Here a corner 
of the field was led for the i>oor ;* there a field already 
reaped was afiTonting thern a gleaning. Sotrie were carrying 
their sheaves to the threshing-fioor, others were loading them 
OD wagons to convey them thiiher. They- passed one of 
these threshing-floors: it was an o[)eu place in the field 
where the soil hud been made hard and smooth by stamping ; 
the width was on an average from thirty to forty paces, and 
oxen, unmuzzled, according to the law, were treading out the 
grain.f In another, which belonged to a rich man, a servant 
eat upon the threshing-wain, guiding the beasts, who dragged 
this machine, with its iron-shod wheels, over the sheaves, 
while another, following behind, shook up the straw with a 
fork. All wei'e enlivening their various labors with a song; 
and such passages as these might frequently be heard, 

He waterelh the hills from his chambers, 

The earth is satisfied with the fruit of his works. 

He causeth grass to g^row for cattle, 

And herb for the »ervice of man, 

Biiugiug forth bread out of the earth. — ^Ps. civ« 

Or this. 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness ; 
Thy paths drop fatness. 
They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness. 
And the little hills re;oice on every side. 
The pastures are clothed with flocks, 
The valleys also are covered over with com, 
^ They shout for joy and siug. — Psv Ixv. 

The travellers joined in these festive songs, and, according 
to ancient custom, pronounced, at every field which they 
passed, the benediction, 

The blessing of Jehovah be upon you ! 

We bless you in the name of Jehovafi.— Ps. cxxix. 8. 

* Lev. xiv. 9. t Deut. xxv. 4. 
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Heloo felt no IT the full force of the prophecy of Jehovah by 
Isaiah :* " They joy before thee, accordiog to the joy in har- 
vest." They had travelled about three sabbatli-days' journeys 
through this exhilarating scene, when they reached the little 
town of Anathoth ; their road to Joppa did not necessarily 
take them through it, but it was the birth-place of Jeremiah, 
and Elisaraa and Melon could not refuse themselves the plea- 
sure of hallowing the remembrance of the prophet, who 
had been the guest of their family, on his own natal soil. It 
was here that this man of God had spent his childhood — 
here, as a youth, he had received the call of Jehovah ; and 
when Helen, in his boyish days, had heard from his father or 
his mother, or his uncle, any anecdote of their prophet, the 
names of Jeremiah and of Anathoth had always been con- 
nected together. 

Tbey halted at the gate, and asked to be shown the field of 
Uanameel, which Jeremiah bought from the son of his father's 
brother,t when the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, 
a transaction which Jehovah designed to be an omen that the 
people then dispersed should be again collected together, and 
return to occupy their ancient possessions. ^ For thus saith 
Jehovah of Hosts, the God of Israel, they shall still buy 
houses, fields, and vineyards in this land." One of the 
severest denunciations of the prophet, was that delivered 
against Anathoth, in which, as his own city, he was least held 
in honor. 

Thus saith Jehovah against the men of Anathoth, 

Who seek thy life and command thee, 

" Prophecy not in the name of Jehovah 

Lest thou die by our hand.'' 

Therefoie thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 

Behold, I will punish them : 

The young men shall die by the sword ; 

Their sons and their daughters shall die by famine, 

And there shall be no remnant of them. 

For [ will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth 

In the time when I visit them. — Jer. xi. 

* Isaiah \x. 3. t Jer. xxxvii. 7. 
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It was fearfully accomplished on this city of the priests; 
but so was also the word spoken at the purchase of the field 
of Hanameel ; for at the return from the ca*ptivity one hun- 
dred and twentyeight men undertook to rebuild the city of 
their fathei*?.* 

Helen's ancestors, strictly speaking, derived their extraction 
from this city of the priests in the tribe Benjamin, and there- 
fore be regarded this as his own city. He imagined a resem- 
blance between himself^ as he was now about to assume the 
sacerdotal office, and the calling of the prophet Jeremiah, 
and repeated the account of it to his uncle, as they returned 
from seeing the field of Hanameel.f 

He left this remarkable place with regret; but it had 
ceased for several generations to be the abode of his ances- 
tors ; Elisama had neither kindred nor even acquaintance 
there, and they had a long journey still before them. 

They left Mizpab, Enimaus, Rama, and Kirjathjearim to 
the north. Helon lamented that they could not visit them all, 
but must bend their course directly from Anathoth to Beth* 
sheniesh. Bethshemesh is the ancient city of the priests in 
Judah, to which the alarmed Philistines brought back the ark 
of the covenant, and where blameable curiosity respecting 
sacred things was severely punished4 

From Bethshemesh they followed the road to Modin,a spot 
which their admiration and loyalty towards the Maccabees 
would not allow them to pass without notice. What could 
be more interesting to sons of Israel, who had just come from 
a land which was still a house of bondage to their nation, 
than the place where the heroes, who had emancipated Judah, 
had begun their work in the might of Jehovah, and with his 
blessing. In this little village of Modiu lived the pious father 
with his five valiant sons, whose family bore the name of the 
Hammerer, Maccabeeus. When the frenzy of Antiochus 
Epiphanes had risen to the highest pitch, and Jerusjdem bent 
beneath his oppression, the aged Mattathlas, in this insignifi- 

• Ezra Ü. 23. f Jer. i. 1 2 Sam. vi. 19. 
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eant spot, declared, << Though aJl natioos in the dominions of 
the king obey him, so that every one falleth away from the 
worship of his fathers, and obeyeth the commands of the 
king, yet I and my sons and my brothers will not depart from 
the law of our fathers."* So he spake and punished the 
first apostate whom he saw, and overturned the altars of the 
king, not in blind unauthorized fury, but in holy zeal for the 
rights of his people. He and his family quitted their abode, 
cook refuge iu the niountains, and collected around them the 
noblest and the bravest of the nation. The father died; but 
bis spirit rested upon his sons ; one after another fought and 
conquered for the law of Jehovah ; until at length, the son of 
Simon, our Hyrcanus, obtained the meed of so many exploits 
in the uuite<l dignities of prince and priest. 

Simon, in the brilliant days of his prosperity, caused the 
sepulchre of his family to be enlarged, and made it one of 
the most splendid works of architecture in the country. 
Elisama and Helon hastened to visit it, and admired the lofty 
work of hewn stones, the seven pyramids raised upon it in 
honor of the five sons and their parents, the tali column» 
which surrounded it, and the emblems of their victories 
carved in stone upon the monument .f _ 

*^ May Jehovah increase them a thousand times !" said Eli- 
sama. **May Jehovah bless this heroic family of priests f* 
exclaimed Helon: and as they pursued their wa}^ and looked 
back on the lofty monument, they observed to each other that 
even in the destruction of Samaria, that is to the third gener- 
ation, God continued to prosper them. Reclining under the 
shadow of a few lofty palms, which stood by the road sicje, 
where they could see the towering mausoleum, they refreshed 
their bodies in the shade, and cheered their minds with the 
thought of Jehovah's mercies. 

At length they arose and set forward on their way, and 
reached |he limit of their first day's journey, Lydda, which 
l^ears also the names of Lod and Diospolis. In a direct lins 

*■ 1 Maecab. ii. 1 1 Maccab. xiii. 27. 
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they were forty sabbath-days^ journeys from Jenisalem, but 
(heir circuitous route made it amount to a good deal more. 
In the neighborhood of this city, the rich cornland of Ono 
bordered on the fertile pastures of Sharon, which extends 
northward from the Mediterranean sea. Close to the gate 
was a large house, where men in festal attire were going in 
and out, and the open gate seemed to iiTvite tlie presence of 
the stranger. " Let us turn in hither," said Elisama ; ** hos- 
pitality never fails among those who are celebrating a feast." 

The master of the house came to the outer court to receive 
them, and conducting them to the house, bade them welcome 
to the feast of the winnowing which he was celebrating.* As 
the threshing-floor where this feast was usually held was very 
near his house, be was accustomed to transfer it thither. 
He led them into the inner court, where his guests were 
assembled ; the slaves untied thelatchets of their sandals, and 
Washed their feet, filtsama was much fatigued and enjoyed 
repose ; but he was not allowed to enjoy it long, for they were 
speedily called to the meal. A great abundance of dishes 
was placed upon the table, the servants were treated as the 
chief persons, milk, honey, wine, fruit, cheese, rice, and flesh, 
were so plentifully supplied, that they could not be consumed, 
though the appetite of the guests was keen. 

** Our doctors of the law,^ said the master of the house, 
** reckon the making a feast among good works, and I feel 
this doubly at tbe feast of the winnowing, which 1 make for 
my servants." Helon attached himself to the priests and 
Levites of the place, who according to the ancient custom of 
Israel, had also been invited ;f they received him into their 
circle and related to him at his request the history of Lydda. 
AU the particulars arrested his attention, but none more than 
a description which an aged Levite gave of the desolation 
caused by a flight of locusts which he had witnessed in his 
youth. These locusts are of about the length and thickness 
of a flnger ; their numbers are countless, and they form swarms 

• Roth üi. 1, £. t Peul. xii, 17, 18, 
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which extend for several leagues in breadth. Such A swami^ 
when approaching, appears like a mist; when it is arrived, 
it resembles the falling of thick flakes of snow : the air is 
darkened and filled with a fearful murmur : they cover the 
ground and all that grows on it, often to a foot in height, 
devouring every green thing, grass, corn and the trunks (^ 
young trees. They creep into the houses, destroy clothes 
and furniture, and besides this, lay their eggs in the grouad, 
which in the course of fifteen or sixteen days become young 
locusts. The southeast wind brings them, and it is happy 
for the land when it also drives them into the sea. 

The aged Levite had retained such a lively impression of 
ibe misery of those times, that he could not cease from des- 
cribing the plague itself, and the still more dreadful evils of 
pestilence apd famine which it left behind. Helen listened to 
him with shuddering, and then broke out in the words is 
which the prophet Joel describes them : 

Blow 3-e the traropet in Zion, 

And sound an alarm in my holy mountain ! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble. 

For the da}' of the Lord cometh — it is uigb at hand. 

A day of darkness and gloom — « 

A day of clouds and thick darkness. 

As twilight spreads over the mountains. 

So now a people, great and strong. 

There hath not been ever the like. 

Nor shall be from generation to generation. 

A flame devoureth before them. 

And behind them a fire bumeth. 

The land is the frarden of Eden before them. 

And behind them a desolate wilderness : 

Yea, nothing shall escape them. — Joel ii. 

it was late when our travellers retired to rest ; yet they 
arose early, to reach Joppa before the heat of the day. Elist- 
ma left a present with the master of the house, as a retnn^ 
for his hospitality, and they took leave of each other, one 
Mying, *^ God reward thee ;** the other acknowledging it at • 
14* 
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gift of Qod, that saefa guests had taken up their abode witb 
him. 

They had not travelled more than seven sabbath-days' 
JBfiroeySj when Joppa, the Beaidifvl, as its name implies, rose 
before them. It is close to the sea, is built upon a rising 
liround, and ofiers on all sides picturesque and varied pros- 
pscts. Towards the west the open sea extends ; towards the 
east and south spreads the fertile plain of Sepbela, reaching 
«a iar as Gaza, in which are the fifteen principal cities of 
the Philistines: towards the north, as far as Carrael, the flow- 
ery meads of Sharon are seen, and through the dark summits 
of the hills of Ephraim and Judah on the east, a piercing 
s^ht can even discern one of the towers of Jerusalem. A 
thin veil of morning vapor lay on the blue hills, on the dis^ 
tmlt plains and the boundless sea. Our travellers gazed on 
the scene with such a fulness of tranquil delight, that it was 
long ere they remembered that they had business in the city. 
Elisama inquired at the gate for his friend, and going to his 
house was received by him with a hearty greeting. His first 
question was respecting the residence of the genealogist 
He was told that he no longer lived in Joppa, but was gone 
to Ziklag. Elisama was provoked that he should have 
received false information in Jerusalem, but Helen pacified 
his uncle, by reminding him that they had enjoyed a pleasant 
journey, and this mistake would afford him an opportunity of 
seeing the southwest side of Judah. Elisama would gladly- 
have taken his departure instantly, aud Helen have followed 
him ; but their host insisted that they should remain with him 
till the morrow. Elisama agreed, on condition that he should 
furnish Hclon with a guide, to conduct him to the harbor, 
and show him what was remarkable in it. He called for this 
purpose one of his sons, who was of nearly Uelon's age, and 
they went down to the shore. Here Solomon had landed 
his Oedar-wood from Lebanon,* to be used in his works of 
ärchiteöture, and it was by the same haven that the materials 

\% Clifoil. ii. 16. 
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(br the building of the second temple were imported. Simon 
the Maccabee had improved the harbor and fortified the city) 
which Jonathan bad taken from a Syrian garrison.* Uelon, 
welt acquainted with the celebrated liarbors of Egypt, exam- 
ined it critically, and not being in his present mood inclined 
to praise anything connected with commerce, he excited 
some displeasure in the mind of his companion, by observing 
how inadequately it was sheltered from the north wind. It 
was about noon when they arrived at home, and found the 
elders sitting around the fountain in the court. ^ Do you 
remember," said £lisama to Helon, " that this was the place 
at which the prophet Jonah embarked on a voyage, which 
had nearly terminated fatally for him, when he endeavored 
to escape from the mission to which God had appointed 
him.**! llelon was about to answer, when he saw bis host 
knit his brotr and start up. " You remind me," said he, "of 
a& accursed heathen, who arrived here lately with a Phoeni- 
cian caravan, a lively and acute Greek, who kept himself 
aloof from all the rest, and amused himself by turning the 
Tyrians into ridicule. This son of Belial had the assurance to 
ask me, if the history of our prophet was not a new version 
of the Grecian story of Andromeda, who was exposed here 
to the jaws of a sea-monster, and delivered by Perseus. 
What his Grecian fable may be I know not, but I was so 
cmragcd at his insinuation, that 

" This can be no other than our Myron,** said Elisama. 
* How long since was he here ?" "About three weeks," re- 
plied his host. " It is the same," said £Iisama. " He came 
with us from Egypt as far as Gaza. The Greeks are a nation 
of seoffers, but it shall one day fare with them, praised be 
Jehovah, as it has fai*ed with Samaria in our days." 

"Were that glory also reserved to our Hyrcanus," said his 
host, "I would do what this man has done," poiuting to a 
Nazarite who had just entered the court. 

It was a wild looking figure which presented itself to their 

* 1 Maccah. xiv. 5, 6. f Jonah i. 3. 
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▼tew. His upper gnnnent was of rough hair, and his lock« 
hung fur (lowu liis shoulders, tangled and neglected, and 
showing thut it was long since tliey had been shorn^ 

Helon had n«{ver yet seen a Nazurite, for they were seldom 
to be met witii hut in the Holy Land. But he was acquainted 
with all the passages in the law relative to this kind of vow,* 
by which a man fur a time consecrated himself^ abstained 
from wine and from all the produce of the vine, and alloiyed 
no razor to come ujion Jjis person, nor any contact of a 
dead bcxly to pollute hiuj. This Nazarite was a Jew of Ma- 
resa, who had been one of those that had lost their house and 
home, when, a year and a half before, the Samaritans, at the 
command of the king of Syria, had inflicted great injury on 
the Jews, who had setded again in Maresa, subsequently to 
its devastation by Judas Maccabeeus. In his wrath he bad 
vowed himself to Jehovah, till the time when tb^ atrocities 
of the Samaritans should cease and Samaria be razed to the 
foundations. He was just come from the camp of Israel, and 
was expressing his joy and gratitude that Jehovah had to 
soon' accomplished the object of his vow. He had seen the 
houses and the ramparts of Samaria levelled, amidst the 
songs of the soldiery, and the spot on which the city had 
stood furmwed with trenches of water and converted into a 
desert. He had much to relate of the preparations which 
Hyrcaniis had made for the reception of his victorious sons, 
and he announced his intention of going up to the Holy City, 
at the next feast of the new moon, to have his head shorn 
there, and offer a sacrifice for the termination of his Naa- 
arite's vow. This led them into a wide field of discoune, 
and the Nazarite remained to partake of the evening meal 
though he could not taste the choice wine with which the 
citizen of Joppa regaled his guests. They separated in peace 
and love, and with the hofie to meet again in a few days in 
the presence of Jehovah, at the rejoicings for the victorj« 
On the following morning, Elisama, quite refreshed, grasped 
his staff", and, with Helon and Salin, set out for Ziklag. 

* Num. vi. 
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Their road led them first through Gazara, which had been 
a city of the Philistines, burnt after they were conquered, and 
rebuilt by Solomon,* and very recently strongly fortified by 
the Maccabees ;f next to Noba, celebrated for the terrible ven- 
geance which Saul took there upon the priest Ahimelech, 
and on all the other inhabitants, for their crime in giving to 
David, whea he fled from before Saul, the loaves of the 
shew-bread and the sword of Goliath.]: Leaving this place 
they descended from the hills into the plain of Sephela. 
They here came again into the scenes of harvest, and reach- 
ed the town of Gath, which stands at the limit of the territory 
of Dan, hearing on every side shouts of joy and pious thank- 
fulness. Gath was once the fourth among the five chief cities 
of the Philistines, and in later times the occasion of discord 
between them and the Israelites, passing from the hand of 
one party to that of the other. The giant Groliath was a 
Philistine of Gath. It had been razed by king Uzziah,§ and 
since that time had been a very insignificant place. 

When they reached Gath, they had travelled twelve sab- 
bath-days* journeys ; they now entered the tribo of Judüh, 
add had half that distance to travel to Eleutheropolis, a small 
village. Their road led them through the region which lies 
in the middle between Maresa and Morescheth. They quick- 
ened their pace and arrived late in the evening at Ziklag,^ 
having past through Agla, which was twelve miles distant 
from Eleutheropolis. Ziklag had been the favorite abode of 
David ; Achisb, the king of Gath, assigned it to him for his 
residence ;|| its destruction by the Amalekites had roused 
him to take exemplary vengeance upon them, and he had 
afterwards rebuilt it. 

When they arrived at Ziklag, they inquired for the house of 
the genealogist, and went directly to it. It had long been 
dark, and Elisama was very weary ; and when the genealogist 
had given them a friendly reception, as his Egyptian kinsmen , 

• 1 Kings \x. 15. 1 1 Bfaccab. \x.SSt. f 1 Sam. zxii. 19. 

fX Chron. nvi. 6« |1 Sam. xzxvii. d } xxx» 
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and expressed high approbation of Helon'a determinfttion to 
become a priest, tliey luid themselves down to rest. 

The institution of genealogists may be traced up to tbe 
earliest times of Israel's existence as a nation. Jehovah v/oM 
their true and only ruler. Under him the f>eople Jived in 
families, which together formed tribes, the families themselves 
being subdivided into^u^e«. JCach tribe had its own prince, 
chosen proliably by the heads offamilieSf who were them- 
selves chosen by the heads of houses, 'i'he princes and tbe 
heads of familit;s were called elders; their number wai 
seventyoiip, and besitlesthem there were judges, and genealo- 
gists who kept the registers of the diiferent families. Al- 
though at various times the supreme power was by turns in 
the hands of heroes, kings, princes and high-priests, yet the 
fundamental principle of the constitution was, that Jehovah 
was sole and absolute monarch of bis people Israel, and that 
they obeyed him, under ail intermediate magistrates, whatever 
their titles or offices might be. 

The genealogist of each family was a very important per- 
son, and especially in the tribe uf Levi, in which so many 
privileges were attached to purity ami certainty of extraction. 
He who wished to serve as a priest before Jehovah, nmst not 
only descend on the father's side from Aaron, but be of 
irreproachable birtli on that of the mother. The series of 
Helon's ])aternal ancestors bad been very exactly carried on in 
Egypt, and EJiisainu bad brought documents thence, with him 
to establish ir. But his mother was also the- daughter of • 
priest, au4l as her family lived in Juilab, it was necessary that 
tbe genealogy on this side should be examined into, and 
the descfnt shown to be n gukir. 

The following day was occufued with these researches. 
Tlic genealogist showed the pedigree of his family to Ilelon i 
bis name was formally entered under that of his mother, and 
be thus stood on her side among the children of the course of 
Abia,* as on bis father's ho belonged to the course of Malchia. 

* Zacharias, the father of Joha the Baptist, was of the course of Abia. 
Lake i. 6. 
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On the fiflh day our travellers returned to Jerusalem. 
Helon, rejoicing in the success of his journey, compared his 
own lot with that of the children of llabuiah, Uakoz, and 
Barzillai, of whom Ezra and Nehemiah write, that after their 
return from the captivity they sought for their registers, and 
not being able to find them, forfeited their sacerdotal office.* 
On their return they passed through Lachish, which Helon 
had not seen before, of which the prophet Miculi said, ^ Thou 
art the beginning of sin. to the daughter of Zion/'f This 
town was taken by Joshua from a Canaanitish prince ;{ it was 
fortified by Rehoboam.§ Amaziah was put to death in it ;| 
and the ambassadors of Hezekiuh came hither with presents 
to Sennacherib.lT Next he saw Libnah,** which, like La- 
chish, was situated in the plain of Sepliela, and was memora^ 
ble for its defection from king Joram. At last they came to 
Sdcho, near which is the grove of terebinths, where David 
fought with Goliah. In the earlier part of their day's journey 
they had also seen the caveof Adullum, doubly memorable as 
having afforded a hiding-place to David, and as being the 
place where Judas Maccabseus kept the first sabbath, which 
we read of as having been celebrated after the atrocities of the 
king of Syria ft 

Happy in having stored his memory with many pleasing 
pictures of the Land of Promise, infinitely more happy in 
the thought that there was now no obstacle to his admission 
into the priest-hood, Uelon greeted the Holy City a second 
time. 

* Ezra ii. 61. Neh. vii. 63. t Mioah i. 13. X Josh. x. 32. 

^ S Cbron; xi. 9. U 2 Kings xiv. 19. ^ 2 Kings xviii. 14. 

** 2 Kings viii. 22. t+ 1 Sam. xxii. 1. 2 Maccab. xii. 38- 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

THE FEAST OF THE NEW MOON. 

Elisa MA and Helon, as they drew near the gates of Jeru* 
salem, soon perceived from the commotion among the peo* 
pie, from the triumphal preparations, some wholly, some only 
partially finished, and from the influx of strangers, that a 
public rejoicing was at hand. It resembled the preparation 
for the Passover, but there was more of mirth, and altogether 
a more worldly character in it. The acclamations of joy 
which had been heard on the first intelligence of the victory 
were now renewed, on the evening before the victors were to 
make their solemn entry into Jerusalem. 

Iddo was standing at the gate of his house, a place in which, 
according to the custom of the Jews, the fatlier of the family 
was seldom seen, not even Iddo, lively and active as he was. 
On this occasion, however, he had stationed himself there, in 
order to lose none of the animating sights which the busy 
and crowded streets exhibited. Beside him stood the Naza- 
rite, who had already arrived, in his coarse garments and 
unshorn locks. 

The feet of the guests were washed and the supper served 
up. The conversation turned on what the travellers had seen 
during their journey, and what had passed in Jerusalem during 
their absence. All were in eager expectation of the spec- 
tacle of tomorrow, and as Elisama was weary, they speedily 
separated and retired to rest. On the following day, as early 
as the commencement of the morning sacrifice, the multitude 
streamed towards the gate of Ephraim, by which the victori- 
ous army was to enter. The streets of the New City and the 
Lower City, as far as the castle Baris, were strewed with 
fragrant flowers ; tapestry of various colors hung from the 
parapets of the roofs, and banners were displayed from the 
Alijahs, while on the pinnacles of the temple were hung 
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the curtains which in former years had closed the entrance 
of the sanctuary. A chorus of virgins passsed out at the 
gkte of £phraim, under a splendid triumphal arch, to meet 
the victorious army. Messengers wera hastening to and 
fro, the crowd increased, and every one was endeavoring to 
find himself a commodious place. The music of the temple 
was heard between. Sallu had secured one of the In^ghest 
pläce,s for his masters, from which the whole scef^e lay before 
their eyes.' In this way several hours had passed ; the* mes- 
sengers, mounted on horse-back, went and returned moiife 
frequently — at length, from thousands of voices was beard 
the exclamation, «They come !" 

The chorus of virgins arose with their psalteries and 
tabrets, and sung in bold strains the valor of the conquerors, 
the fall of Samaria, and the mercy of Jehovah to his people.. 
When they reached the advanced guard of the army, way 
was made for them, till they reached the car on which the 
youthful Maccabees were seated. Standing before it they 
b^an an ode, the burthen of which recalled the immortal 
song of M4riam, the sister of Moses, the first of the female 
singers of Israel ; 

Sing onto Jehovah, for he has triumphed gloriously : 
He hath filled Samaria with trenches of water ! 

Then the hymn took up the praises of the princes and the 
warriors and the whole people, and the defeat 'of Samaria; 
and at the close of every, strophe, all with united voice and 
instruments, raised the chorus of Miriam. 

The victorious princes thanked the virgins, who advanced 
before them to the triumphal arch at the gate of Ephraim. 
Here stood the high priest with the whole of thib Sanhedrim, 
and a great multitude of the priests and Levites,' To the 
sound of the temple music they sang the ninth psalm. 

Priests, warriors, and citizens listened in silent veneration. 
The aged man who wore the insignia of the high-priest's 
office looked at times with moistened eyes upon the car in 
15 
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which his sons were seated, as if the remembrance of his 
own youthful heroism revived in his mind. 

When the psalm was ended, he approached his sons: they 
descended from their chariot and hastened to throw themselves 
into the arms of their father, who embraced and blessed them. 
The music began again ; the triumphal procession arranged 
itself and advanced through the city, which resounded on 
every side with songs of congratulation. The maidens with 
their tabrets and psalteries beaded the procession ; they were 
followed by a multitude of victims for the sacrifice, adorned 
with flowers, branches and .fillets, designed to be ofifered as a 
thank-ofiering on the morrow. Then came the prisoners in 
fetters, and the huge elephants which had been taken from 
the Syrians. Each of these animals boi*e a wooden tower 
upon his shoulders, in which were thirty two warriors, besides 
the Ethiopian who guided him.* 

After these came the high-priest with the Sanhedrim, the 
priests, and Levites, and the temple-music. The two sons of 
Hyrcanus, on their car, formed the centre of the procession, 
and after them came the military music of flutes, horns, 
aduflTs, and trumpets. The army itself followed, xidomed 
with branches of laurel and palm. First came the heavy* 
armed infantry with shields and lances, in companies of hun- 
dreds and thousands. They had no upper garment, and their 
under garment, which was girt up short, was of various 
form and color, as the fancy of each individual dictated ; but 
all had a sword hanging at their girdle ; th'eir feet and arms 
were protected by metal greaves and arm-pieces, the body was 
covered with a coat of mail, the head with a helmet, and over 
the back hung the large shield. The light-armed infantry 
followed in like manner, but with less cumbrous defensive 
weapons, and slings, bows, and darts for oflence. The 
cavalry were few in number and lightly armed ; the Jewish 
state had never maintained any large force of this description. 
The military engines followed, of which the Israelites had 

* 1 Maccab. vi, 37. 



THE FEAST OF THE NEW MOON. 171 

learned the use from the Phoeaicians and Syrians ; catapult^s 
bows which were bent by machinery and threw beams oi 
wood to a great distance; balistie, Jevers, with one arm 
which hurled masses of stone of many hundred weight into 
a fortress ; battering rams, consisting of the trunks of trees, 
armed at the extremity with an iron head of a ram, swung 
in chains, which were set in motion by warriors who stood 
beneath a moveable pent-house, and thus driven with great 
force against the walls. The people, crowding behind, closed 
the whole procession. When' they arrived at the castle of 
Baris, the youthful warriors entered their father's palace, and 
the army dispersed itself through the city. 

Helen had beheld with pride thi^ display of the martial 
power of his nation. War and its pomp and circumstance 
liad hitherto possessed little interest for him, who, from hid 
youth had been devoted to the peaceful pursuits of science, 
and had now turned all his desires to the priesthood ; yet, on 
this occasion, an ardor was excited in him which he had 
never felt before. These troops were the conquerora of the 
Samaritans, that apostate people, who had opposed the rebuild- 
ing of Jerusalem with such bitter hostility, and been a tliorn in 
the side of the people of Israel. At the same time memory 
recurred to the manifestations of God's power in behalf of 
his people in earlier times, to the triumphs of Uzziuh and 
David« to the songs of the virgins in honor of him and of 
Saul, of the daughter uf Jepthah, of Deborah, and Miriam. 
What youth is there whose bosom does not glow ut the sight 
of a victorious army of his countrymen ? 

While the city was filled with tumultuous rejoicings, Helen 
dfew aside a relation of Iddo, who had served in the war, 
and led him home, questioning him respecting all the events 
of the campaign. The rejoicings of the inhabitants continued 
till the evening. But suddenly the trumpets were heard to 
sound, to announce the appearance of the new moon. The 
high-priest and the Sanhedrim had scarcely attended the 
warriors home, when they had to assemble in their hall in 
the temple, and fix the commencement of the festival. They 
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were nccustomed always to meet here on the evening' of the 
new moon. Men were stationed on all the heights and wateb- 
towers, who, as soon as they perceived the new moon, hast- 
ened to announce it to the Sanhedrim ; on this the high- 
priest said, *< The new moon, is hallowed," and the Sanhe- 
drim replied, "It is hallowed." Fires were then kindlbil 
upon all the hiHs, or messengers sent to difierent parts, and 
on the following day the people celebrated the feast of the 
new moon. 

For the iirst time for many years past, the fire was lighted 
on this occasion on the mount of Olives. For several years, 
it had been the practice of the Samaritans, always watching 
to do injury to Israel, to light the fire'on the wrong evening, 
and thus to mislead the people in the distant towns. The 
custom of making the fires hail therefore lieen discontinued, 
and messengers sent through the country instead. Now, 
however, that Samaria was destroyed, no deception was feor- 
ed, and the fires could be lighted as in old times ; the 
citizens of Jerusalem hastened to the roofs of their houses, 
to wotch the blaze on the mount of Olives, to which others 
soon answered on the more distant hills. 

This new moon introduced the second month of the eccle- 
siastical year, Sid, or Ijar. The civil year began with the 
new moon of October, as the natural commencement of the 
anqual circle of agricultural operations. 

When the morning came, the people crowded to the sacri- 
fice through the gate of Nicanor into the temple. All the < 
courts were filled, and the warriors supplied in some measure 
the ))lnce of the pilgrims. Elisama and Helen remembered, 
that if they wished not to defile the temple, and bring on 
themselves the punishment denounced by the law, of being 
cutoff from the people, they had a special duty to perform.* 
Before their journey they had touched the grave of Helen's 
father in the valley of Jehoshaphat, and had thus become un- 
clean. This did not prevent them from appearing before the 

* Numb. xix. 20. 



THE FEAST OF THE NEW MOOH. 173 

kigb-prieät, or from entering on their journey, or from per- 
forming their morning and evening prayer ; but they were 
not allowed to go further into the temple than the court of 
the Gentiles, and had they knowingly ventured even to enter 
the court of Israel, they would have made themselves obnox- 
idba to this terrible punishment. Levitical uncleanness had 
reference exclusively to appearing before Jehovah, in the place 
where his honor dwelt. The rigid demand of the perform- 
ance of a purifying ceremony conveyed this intimation, that 
what is deemed pure by men, is not so regarded by Him, 
whose eyes are as a flame of fire, until it has been again 
made holy by the rite which he has ordained. AHer both 
had bathed themselves and washed their clothes, they present- 
ed themselves as they had already done the preceding day, 
on the steps which lead from the court of the Gentiles into 
that of the wpmen, and underwent a sprinkling. This was 
performed by one, who was himself clean, on those who 
were unclean, and with a bunch of hyssop dipped in the 
water mixed with the ashes of the red heifer,* Helon 
thought of the words of David, 

*' Purify Die with hyssop, that I may be clean ; 
Wash me, that I may be whiter than snow." — Ps. It. 7. 

On this day, as on every other day of the year, the daily 
service before the altar of Jehovah began by tlie sacrifice 
of a lamb, with the meat and drink offerings which belonged 
to it.f When this had been done, the burnt-offering and the 
sinroffering which Moses had appointed on the new moon, 
for the whole people were offered up,t and finally the thank- 
offering for individuals. The burnt-offering consisted of two 
young bullocks, a ram, and seven lambs of the first year, with 
their meat and drink-offerings. The meat-offering to each 
bullock was three ephahs, to the ram two ephah8,§ to each of 
the sheep a tenth of an ephah of flour. The drink-offering 
to each bullock was half a hin|| 6f wine, to the ram a third, 

* Numb. xix. 17. t Exod. xxix. 38. t Numb, xxviii. 11—15. 

$ Ephah^ihree pecks and three pints. | £K»— oae gallon and 
two picts. 

15* 
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and to the sbeep a fourth of a hia. Besides this was addad, 
to each meat-offering, the same quantity of oil as there was 
of wine in the drink-offering, and also a handful of incense. 
The sin-oÜering consisted in a goat. While the burnt-ofi^- 
ing was presented, the great HaQel was sung, and the priests 
on the pillars blew the tn]rn{)et8. 

A(\er this the high-priest presented bis thank-ofiering for 
the victory, consisting of a vast multitude of bullocks, ramS, 
' and sheep, with the appropriate meat and drink ofierings ; 
his sons also testified their gratitude by considerable sacrifices, 
and some of the principal officers of the army took the same 
method of expressing their gratitude or discharging their 
vows. The victims which had been seen in the procession 
of the day before, adorned with flowers and fiUets,^ were 
brought to the altar ; their blood was sprinkled upon it, the 
entrails with the fat waived to the Lord, towards the four 
winds of heaven, and then burnt upon the attar. The breast, 
the right shoulder, the jawbones, the tongue, and the stomach 
came to the share of the priests, the rest was prepared as a 
feast for the person who offered the sacrifice. During the 
sacrifice the priests blew their silver trumpets, and the Levites 
on the fifleen steps sung the 144th psalm. 

Towards the end of all these offerings, which were so nu- 
merous that it would not have been possible to have accom- 
plished t])em all in so short a time, but for the practised 
dexterity and systematic procedure of the priests, the Naza- 
rite made his appearance; he had' already laid aside his 
I'oarse garment, and he was now to be solemnly absolved 
from his vow. It was necessary for him to present all the 
three principal kinds of offerings, a lamb for a burnt-offering, 
a yearling sheep for a sin-offering, and a ram for a thank- 
(»tfering.* To these was added, beside the drink-ofiering, a 
ba^et full of unleavened cakes, of the finest meal, of which 
a part were kneaded with oil, a part had only had oil poured 
upon them« The burnt offering was wholly consumed on 

* Numb. vi. 13. 
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the altar ; the sin-offering was the portion of the priests ; the 
thank-offering served in a great measure to furnish a festive 
meal prepared for the Nazarite and his friends, in a small 
court in the southeast corner of the court of Israel, called the 
court of the Nazarites. 

Helen, Elisama, Iddo, the relation of Iddo, who had return* 
ed from the war, and many others were invited to partake of 
this meal, and accompanied him to the court of the Nazarites. 
The excavation in which the fire was burning was cleared, 
and fresh coals heaped upon it. Then the Nazarite, return- 
ing thanks in a prayer to Gocf, took the knife, and cutting off 
the hair from his head, threw it on the coals to be consumed. 
The flesh of the thank-offering was then roasted, and when 
it was ready, a priest took the shoulder, together with a cake 
mixed with oil, and another on which oil had been poured, 
and placed them in the hands' of the Nazarite. They went 
together to the front of the sanctuary ; the priest placed bis 
own hands beneath those of the Nazarite and waived what 
he held in them before Jehovah, towards the . four winds of 
heaven, and then received it for his own portion. 

His vow was thus completely ended, and all the prescribed 
solemnities had been observed. But not contented with this, 
he oflered several special thank-offerings, which were sacri- 
ficed in the usual manner, and the flesh prepared for the feast. 
The table was spread in one of the galleries over the porti- 
coes in the court Iddo and Helon were made to take the 
seats of honor, one on each side of the Nazarite. He, reliev- 
ed from the cumbrous and unseemly load which he had 
borne for a year, had anointed his head, and was clad in a 
splendid caftan. The servants of the temple waited on them 
during the whole of the meal. 

The Nazarite spread his hands over the bread, and as a bles- 
sing ascribed praise to Jehovah. Then, with more than ordin- 
ary solemnity, he took the cup with both hands, lifted it high 
above the table with his right, and said, ^ Blessed be thou, O 
Lord our God, thou King of the world, who hast given us 
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♦ 
the fruit of the vine." The company said Amen ! He then, 
in a long draught, drank the first wine which he had tasted 
for a year, and as the guests followed his example, he ex- 
claimed, " It is true that wine maketh glad the heart of man, 
as the Psalmist teaches us ; but he who would feel the full 
force of the saying, must have drank it for the first time at 
the close of a Nazarite^s vow, before the face of Jehovah, 
after the destruction of Samaria. This is the time to enter 
into the full force of what the Preacher says, < £at thy bread 
with joy and drink thy wine with a merry heart ; for thy 
work is pleasing to God. Let thy garments be always white, 
and thy head lack no oil.' "» 

<< I perceive," said I ddo,<< That you and I have reason to 
congratulate ourselves, that we are children of Israel and not 
Rechabites, who afler the example and command of their 
ancestor Jonadab, refused to drink wine, when it was set 
before them by the prophet Jeremiah.*'t 

" I have found by experience," said the Nazarite, " that 
zeal for Jehovah makes abstinence easy, and burdensome 
observdnces light." 

" That may be seen," said one of the company, « in the 
ease of the higb-priest, who leads in some respect the life of 
a Niftzarite perpetually. He is not allowed to drink wine, or 
any strong drink in the temple 4 for the spirit of the Lord, 
and not intoxicating liquors, must gladden his heart. He 
must not touch a corpse ; for he must have no communion 
with sin, or death which is its punishment. He must not 
make his head bald ; for that which in ordinary life might be 
a burden must be an ornament of his head."§ 

«Thisniotive," said Iddo,« makes many things light, that 
would otherwise be grievous," casting his eyes towards his 
young relative, who had just returned from the war. « It is 
true," said the youth, «I declined to avail myself of the in- 
dulgence which the law would have granted me. I had been 
just betrothed, when the war broke out The keeper of the 

• Eccl. ix. 7. t Je. xxxv, % Lev. x. . § Lev, xxu 10—12. 
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genealogical register assembled our youth aud read to us the 
law, as spokeo by the Lord our God to Mosos. * When thou 
goest out to battle against thine enemies, and seest horses and 
chariots and a people more than thou, be not afraid of them ; 
for the Lord thy God is with thee; who brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt. And the officers shall speak unto the 
fieople, saying, Who is there that hath built a new house, and 
hath not dedicated it ? Let him return to his house, lest He die 
in the battle and another man dedicate it. And who is there 
that has planted a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it ? 
Let him also go and return to iiis house, lest he die in the* 
battle and another man eat of ft. And who is there that hath 
betrothed a wife, and that huth not taken lier ? Let him go and 
return unto his house, lest he die in the battle and another man 
take her. And the officers shall speak further unto the people, 
and shall say unto them. Who is fearful and fainthearted ? 
Let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren's 
heart faint, as well as his.** On this proclamation being made 
a multitude of persons withdrew, who had built houses, or 
planted vineyards, or been betrothed to wives. I however 
refused to avail myself of this privilege, nor would my bride 
allow me to claim it. My father had served when, twenty 
years before, our prince, John Hyrcanus, had conquered 
Sichern and destroyed the temple on Gerizim, and he had 
talked to me a thousand times of fais campaigns and his vie* 
tories. So I thought it became his son to be with the sons of 
Hyrcanus, when they marched for the destruction of Samarin, 
and I went therefore joyfully to the field." 

" And are you not now in haste to return home ?" asked 
Iddo. 

^ I shall remain here till the fourteenth of this month Ijar, 
and then with my comrades celebrate the latter Passover, not 
having been able to keep the feast at the proper time.f Then 
J will return home and relate to my bride the valiant deeds of 
Aristobulus and Antigonus, how we defeated Antiochns 

* Peut. 3» 1—8, t Numb. ix. 6, 
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Cyzicenus, who came to raise the siege of Samaria; and 
how Jehovah strengthened my arm, so that I smote his gen- 
eral Callimander in battle, whom he had left to command his 
army, when he himself retired to Tripolis. She will laugh 
the Syrian to scorn, and l)ecome my faithful wife." 

When he had said those words, the whole company were 
loud in his praise. « Never," exclaimed Iddo, « may the altar 
of Jehovah be without an Hyrcanns ; never may the chief of 
Israel, when he goes to battle, be without such soldiers !" 

The conversation respecting the events of the war contin- 
ued during the rest of the me^ The young soldier related 
to them the particulars of th ^defeat of Antiochus and his 
generals, and the ravages which he had committed upon the 
C4>untry when he dared not even with the six thousand Egyp- 
tian auxiliaries, attack the Jewish army. At length the last 
cup was blessed, and they left the temple full of joy and 
gratitude. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE ADMISSION INTO THE PRIEST- 
HOOD. 

^'O THOU dream of my childhood and my youth, art thou 
then really about to be fulfilled ? O pride and sorrow of ray 
forefathers, sacred priesthood, art thou indeed about to be 
revived in their <les^endant ? Praised be Jehovah !" 

Such w^re the exclamations of Helon, when, a few days 
after tlie feast of the new moon, the morning dawned of the 
day on which he was to appear before the Sanhedrim, and t» 
undergo their scrutiny, preparatory to his admission into the 
priesthood. The following day was the sabbath, when he 
was to offer his first sacrifice, lie opened the door of the 
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Alijah on Iddo's house, while it was yet twilight, and after 
the performance of the Krischma, threw himself on the 
ground before Jehovah, and thus prayed : 

Behold thou desirest truth in the inward part, 

Teach me then hidden wisdom ! 

Cleanse me with hyssop, that I may be pure ; 

Wash me, that 1 may be whiter than snow. 

Make me to know joy aiid^ gladness, 

That the bones which ihou bast broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins; 

And blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God. 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence. 

Take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, 

And may a cheerful spirit support me» 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways 

That sinners may be converted unto thee. — Ps. li. 

The sun was rising as he quitted the Alijah. He looked 
towards the east, where bis father's sepulchre lay in the valley 
of Jehosbapbat, and then to the southwest towards Egypt, 
where the reflection of the rising sun streaked the edge of 
heaven with a ruddy glow, and mentally greeted his motfttr. 
Next to the image of his parents according to the flesh, that 
of Aaron, the great progenitor of the sacerdotal order, took 
possession of bis mind, on this day, which was to witness 
his admission into their society. Elisama came to fetch him 
from the roof, and with a step of conscious dignity and pride 
conducted him to Iddo and the guests, who were assembled 
in the inner court. Having veceived their hearty congratula- 
tions, Elisama conducted his Helen to the temple-hill. Not 
even on the day when be made his first pilgrimage, and pass- 
ed through the Beautiful-gate of Nicanor, bad the old man 
felt as he did on this morning, in which his kinsman was to 
revive the priesthood in his family. His heart beat not less 
high than Helen's, and bis aged eye was lighted up with 
youthful exultation and hope. He blessed Jehovah, who bad 
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given to hiin and to his deceased brother firmness to with- 
stand all the solicitations which bad been addressed to ^em, 
to assume the priesthood at LeontopoHs. 

Helon entered, with trembling steps, into the courts of the 
Lord. The Sanhedrim was standing along with the course 
of priests for the weelc, in the court of the PriestS| and the 
morning-sacrifice was performed with the customary rites. 
As the priests on the piHars blew their trumpets at the pouring 
out of the drink-ofi^ering, and the Levites sung on the fifteen 
steps, the sound of their voices and their instruments seemed 
to him like the call of Jehovah to him. « Today," thought 
he, **I stand for the last time, as one of the people in the coint 
of Israel ; tomorrow I shall minister before the face of Jeho- 
vah }^ When the sacrifice was over, the high-priest and the 
Sanhedrim withdrew into their hall of judgment. No meet- 
ing of this body was ever held for merely secular business, 
either on the sabbath or the day of preparation, but they often 
assembled to transact what related to the service of God« 

With deep emotion Helon entered the haU ; It was one of 
the largest and most splendid of all which the courts of the 
temple contained. It lay partly in the court of the Priests, 
and partly in that of Israel, and was called also Gazitb, 
.bceaose it was paved with marble. There was an entranoe 
from both courts, ^ one called the Holy, th% other the Com- 
mon. In this all the courses of the priests were exchang- 
ed, and here the great council, or Sanhedrim, held its 
sittings. 

The Sanhedrim consisted of seventyone persons, partly 
priests, partly Levites, partly elders. In extraordinary cases 
the elders from all the tribes were convoked, who then formed 
the great congregation. The high -priest occupied the place 
of president, and was seated at the western end ; he bore the 
title of Nasbi, or chief. On his right sat the Ab-beth-din, 
Father of the Council, probably the most aged man among 
the elders, and on his left the Wise Man, probaUy the mast 
experienced among the doctors of the law. The remaining 
sixtyeight sat in a circle, on either side, with a secretary at 
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the end of each row. As the three chief persons belonged 
respectively to the sacerdotal order, to the body of the citi- 
zens, and the profession of the law, so the remaining members, 
were made up of these three elements. The twentyfour 
courses of the priests were represented here by their heads ; 
the elders were a deputation from the chiefs of families and 
of houses ; the doctors of the law were the most learned of 
the Levites. The whole assembly was seated, with crossed 
feet, on cusliions or carpets. The Sanhedrim was the supreme 
judicial and administrative court in Israel ; everything relat- 
ing to the service of God, foreign relations, and matters of 
life and death, came under its cognizance. It was further 
their business to scrutinize every son of Aaron, who wished 
to enter as a priest into the service of Jehovah. 

Elisama entei^d the hall attended by Helon. He announc- 
ed the name of the young man and of his father, ami pro- 
duced extracts fro|a the registers, which ascertained the 
legitimacy of bis birth. Aaron had Ibur sons, two* of whom 
were ptinished with aa early death in the wilderness, for 
their presumption : the other two, Eleazar and Ithamar, had 
such a numerous posterity, that these were divided into six- 
teen and eight, or twentyfour courses or families.* As only 
four were found among tfiose who returned from the cap- 
tivity, these were divided into the original number of twenty- 
four, which bore the name of the ancestor of each family .f 
Helon, by his father's side, belonged to the course of Malchia, 
which was the fifUi ; and by his mother's to that of Abia, 
which was the eighth. 

Next, the passage of the law was read, in which Jehovah, 
commands that no descendants of Aaron should ever be ad- 
mitted to the priesthood, who had any natural deformity of 
body, although be might still claim a subsistence from the 
provisions of the temj^e. Helon was examined and found 
free from any of those imperfections which the law enumer- 
ates. Had he proved otherwise, he would have been clad in 

* 1 Chron. x»v. 4. f Ezra ii. 36—39. 
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black, and dismissed, being only allowed in future to dis- 
charge menial offices about the temple. The outward 
worship of Jehovah was to be a mirror and emblem of the 
inward dispositions demanded from the worshipper; and 
therefore he required, that both his sacrifices and those who 
offered them should be without blemish. 

Helen having undergone the necessory scrutiny, and hav- 
ing been found not only of pure descent but free from all' 
bodily infirmity, was committed to the care of .one of the 
ministering Levites, and conducted by him into the vestry, 
which stood near the gate of Nicanor. Here the Levite put 
on him the white sacerdotal robes, which one of the same 
t>ody hod made. They consisted of drawers reaching to the 
leg, the under-garment fitting close to the body and descend- 
ing to the ancles, woven of one piece without a joining or a 
seam ; the girdle of four fingers' breadth, which went twice 
round the body, and being tied in front, both ends hung'down 
nearly to the feet ;* it was woven so as to resemble a serpent's 
skin, and embroidered with flowers, purple, dark blue, and 
crimson ; lastly, the turban, which was wound firmly around 
the head iu the form of a crown. The feet were bare. 

Afler being robed, ilelon returned into the hall of the San- 
liedrim, and the law of Moses relative to the priests was read 
to him.f The high-priest then blessed the candidate for the 
priesthood, and said, '* Praised be God that no blemish hath 
been found in the seed of Aaron, and praised be he who hath 
chosen Aaron and his sons to stand and minister before God 
in his holy temple." And all the members of the Sanhedrim 
said Amen ! The sitting was thus ended, and Helen was led 
into the court of the priests. Those of the course which 
. was then on duty were standing there, and, greeting him, 
received him among their body. 

£li8atna offered on this joyful occasion a magnificent thank- 
offering of several bullocks, and invited the whole course of 
priests, who gradually arrived to be in readiness to begin 

* Exod. xxviii. 39—43. t Lev. axi. 
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their functions, to feast upon the sacrifice. Among the rest 
he bad invited the old man of the temple. He who bore 
this name was a venerable priest, nearly one hundred years 
old, of the course of Jojarib, to which the Maccabees also be- 
longed. Engaged since bis twentyfifUi year, in the service of 
Jehovah, he had now passed eighty yeara in the house of his 
God, and in the course of thehi had witnessed very eventful 
times. He had entered the tem[)]e, in the life of the excellent 
high-priest Onias HI., and had endured the alternate yoke of 
the Syrians and the Egyptians; he had seen Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and known the victims of his sanguinary fury ; 
he had been one of those who had followed the valiant Mat- 
tathias to the wilderness ; he had admired the heroic deeds 
of the members of the family of the Maccabees, Judas, Jona- 
than, Simon, and John Hyrcanus, and had served them in 
succession. In Egypt, where he had frequently dwelt, he 
had seen, forty years before, the foundation of the temple of 
Leontopolis, and he had beheld that of Gerizim levelled 
with the ground. As a doctor of the law, he was master of 
all the knowledge of divine or earthly things which Israel 
then possessed, and had been able to compare his experience 
with the word of God. He knew accurately the opinions of 
all the sects into which Israel was divided, and though he 
joined himself to none of them, yet was honored by them all, 
and almost reckoned by all to belong to themselves. For a 
considerable time, during the last years of the high- priest 
Simon, and in the first years of Hyrcanus, he had discharged 
the honorable ofilce of the Wise Man in the Sauliedrim, and 
in every year of tiie tfairtyfour that had elapsed since the new 
era of Israel's emancipation began, some important afiSiir had 
been decided by his counsel. In conseqtience of his increas- 
ing year8,.he had laid down all his offices, resigned his house 
and property to his children's children, and taken up his 
abode in a single apartment in the temple, where he discharg- 
ed the duty of a priest of the permanent course, as it was 
called, that is of those who dwelt in Jerusalem and supplied 
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tbe place of any one in the other courses wIjo could not servs 
in bis turn. His piety, his wisdoin, his earnest longing iur 
the advent of the Messiah,* and his afiection for the house of 
the Maccabees, were become proverbial. 

The old man made his appearance, but declared that he 
came only to bid the youth welcome to the courts of the 
Lord. A feast, even in the temple, he said» did not befit a 
man over whom one hundred winters had already passed. All 
rose up when he appeared, and, falling at his feet, kissed tiie 
liorder of bis robe. Helou had heard of him in Alexandria, 
and Klisama had pointed out his venerable form to him, as he 
assisted at the sacrifice ; and when he saw him appear in the 
banqueting room, for his sake, overpowered by such kindness 
and condescension, he too fell, in silent reverence, at his feet, 
and kissed the border of his garment. The old man raised 
him up, and said, ^ Praised be the God of Israel, who brin^' 
eth the seed of Aaron out of Egypt, to the place where is the 
memorial of his name." He sp<^e of his grandfather, whom 
he had known at Alexandria, and said that Jehovah would 
bless that house for ever, on account of the zeal which every 
member of it had displayed for the honor of his law. He 
then called Helon from the company, observing to the rest, 
that before he partook of their feast, he would regale him with 
food of another kind. Helon with profound veneration fol- 
lowed the old man, who led him through the court of the 
Grentiles to Solomon's porch, which with its lofty pillars form- 
ed the eastern boundary of this court. Here he placed him- 
self on the ground and Helon beside him. He made the 
youth relate to him the history of his life, and the manner in 
which the desire of becoming a priest had been first awaken- 
ed in him. He afterwards addressed a few of those questions 
to hiin, by which one who knows mankind penetrates into 
the bosom of a youth. IIU countenance gradually assumeil 
an expression of pleasure and good- will, which led Helon to 
hope that his answers had been satisfactory. 

* Tlijg description will of course remind the reader of Simeon, who 
i jok the infant Jesus in hit arms and blessed him -^Luke ii. 25—35. 
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"* It cannot bo said» my son," he at loogth began, << that the 
Hellenists have been wholly wrong in their allegorieik They 
are right in the principle from which they set out, that the 
seirice of Jehovah contains a hidden and deeper wisdom. 
Does not David say, 

Behold ihou deligbtest in the truth in secret things, 
Teach me therefore thy bidden u isdom. — Fs. li. 6. 

and Solomon in the Proverbs, ' His secret is with the pious ? * 
Their error lay in this, that they sought to discover in heathen 
and human wisdom the secret meaning of our ordinances 
and laws. Here," he continued, '^ is the place which Jehovah 
hath chosen ; since he brought his people out of Egypt he 
has never fixed on any other city, among any other of the 
tribes, in which a house should be btiilded for his name to 
dwell in. I brought thee hither, that thou niightestsee it in 
all its glory. Look how its courts rise one above another, 
from the place on which we stand to the altar of burnt offer- 
ing, and then to the sanctuary of Jehovah ! Look and won- 
der! This Moriah is the place where Abraham was com- 
manded to offer up his son Isaac, and where also was the 
threshing-floor of Araunah, at which tlie angel of Jehovah 
stretched out his hand over Jerusalem, to punish the sin of 
David.* David purchased the threshing-floor and built an 
altar there and ofiered sacrifice upon it, and when Jehovah 
heard him he ezckimed, ' Here shall be the bouse of Jeho- 
vah, and the altar of the burnt-ofifering for Israel f and his 
son Solomon built the house and the altar. Dost thou know, 
Helen, the prayer which he offered at the dedication of the 
temple?' Helen without the least hesitation repeated it.f 
<< Praise Jehovah," said the old man, when Helen had 
finished, ^ for the blessing of a father who has so well in- 
structed thee In the holy Scriptures. It becomes a young 
priest to be able to give an answer from them to every question 
that is put to him. Thou hast repeated Solomon's detlication 

*2 3ain. xxiv. 16. fl King;« viii. 
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prayer: h» temple was founded amklet acclamation«, and 
destroyed amidst tears: this was founded amidst tears, but its 
glory shall surpass that of the first temple, when Ha coomb 
for whom we w.ait. He shall walk through this temple, stand 
in this porch of Solomon, pass through this Beautiful Gat^, 
approach the altar of burnt-offering, and give this bouse its 
highest consecration. Helon, the whole earth lies under a 
curse ; it bears thorns and thistles, and the ground is accursed 
on account of roan, who has sinned thereon. Jehovah will 
take away the curse, when he comes to bis temple» and from 
this spot the change is to begin« 

** Learn too firom this prayer, how holy is the place in 
which thou art, and in which thou shalt in future serve Jeho- 
vah. Pray to him in hU temple, that his eyes may be open 
towante thee, and that he may make the light of his counte- 
nance to shine upon thee. Go now to the feast, and if thou 
desirest to hear more, come to the old man in the temple* 
There is his apartment." 

The venerable man blessed him, and then crossed the 
court of the Gentiles, ilelon watched him, till he disappear- 
ed, and then remaine«! for a long time wrapt in thought, till 
some one came to summon him to the cofnpany. The feaat 
concluded early, for the course of Malchia had to prepare, on 
the evening before the sabboth, for entering upon its office. 
About the ninth hour all labor had ceased, the trumjMts had 
announced the sabbath, the Levites had baked the she w-bread, 
the twelve priests had carried it in solemn processk>n to the 
porch, and hence two of them had taken it into the holy 
place, and deposited it upon the table of shew-bread : the old 
shew-bread had l>een removed, and the two censers of in- 
cense of the preceding week had been replaced by two new 
ones. The rest of the priests and Levites laid tliemselves 
down betimes to alee]). Uelon could not sleep. The past 
and the ftitnre were both too interesting. A feeling of min- 
gled joy and awe shot through his frame when be beard the 
bars of the temple gates closed, and found himself shut in 
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within the nnctuary of Jehovah ; it seemed as if he were 
here protected from every earthly evil, as if iiothing ooukl 
now prevent him from fulfilling tiie law of the Lord, and 
becoming complete in his obedience. OAen was be disposed 
to have cried aloud, *« Better is a day in thy courts, than a 
thousand elsewhere I" At times lost in thought, at times 
wrapt in devotion, he passed the sleepless hours, while the 
priests slumbered around him. When he heard the step of 
the guard of Levitefl, in the court of the Gentiles, or when 
the guard of priests, as they went their rounds in the court of 
Israel, with lighted torches in their hands, approached the 
place where he lay, he envied the happy persons who were 
not only allowed, but whose duty it was to traverse the courts 
and porticoes and palaces of the sanctuary, beneath the star« 
of heaven. When the two companies of priests, uniting after 
their separate rounds, greeted each other with the words, 
^ All is peace," the sounds came to his mind with a signifi- 
cance that was indescribable. 

At an early hour the watch came again to waken those who 
slept. The priests bathed themselves, and went to the vestry 
to put on their robes. Next they assembled in the hall Gazith, 
to cast lots for the division of the offices for the day. The 
first lot, which decided who should deanse the altar of burnt* 
oi&ring finom the ashes of the preceding day, fell upon Helon, 
10 his great astonishment. Then followed the lots of those 
who were to sacrifice the lamb, to sprinkle the blood upon the 
altar, to trim the lamps, to bring the parts of tlie victims 
to the altar of burnt-oiTering, to burn incense In the holy 
place, &c 

One of the priests now o|iened tlie cnrtain of the portico, 
and another the gate of Nicanor, and some of the Levites 
threw open the outer gates of the temple, that the children of 
Israel might enter. The crowing of the cock announced 
the time when the cleansing of the altar of burnt-offering 
was 10 take |daoe. The priests called out to Uelon, << Beware 
of touching any vessel, before thou hast washed thy hands 
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and feet and sanctified thyself." He washed himself again, 
mounted with trembling steps the sloping ascent to the ahar, 
which was fifteen cubits high. He cleared the burning coala 
from the ashes and collected these in a heap at an appointed 
place. This was his first service as a priest. As he performed 
it, he could not help inwardly praying that the flame in his 
heart might in like manner be purified from everything that 
made it burn dim. 

When the wood for the ofiering of that day had been pre- 
pared, and the watches and the singers chosen, afler a short 
interval some of the priests exclaimed, <*Lt^t, light!" the 
others replied, " Is it light towards Hebron ?" and when the 
question was answered in the afilrmative, and the firtt 
beam of dawn struck upon the roof of the sanctuary, the 
chief of the course of priests exclaimed, " Priests, to your 
duties ! Levites, to your steps ! Children of Israel, to your 
station !" 

All hastened to their respective posts. The service of Je- 
hovah began with cleansing the akar of incense in the holy 
place, and laying the wood on the altar of burnt-offering. 
A m^e lamb of a year old, without blemish, was brought to 
th6 north side of the altar of bumt-ofiering, the men of the 
station laid their hands upon it, in the name of the people ; 
one priest killed it, another received the blood, a third sprinkled 
the altar with it, while others first extinguished five of the 
lights in the seven-branched lamp in the holy place. Incense 
was then brought in and burnt upon the altar of incense, and 
the remaining lights extinguished. 

The sun had now risen.: the pieces of the animal which 
had been killed, were sprinkled with salt, the Krischma was 
prayed, and the flesh laid upon the altar and offered as a 
burnt-oflertng to the Lord. The meat-offering which be- 
longed to it was next burnt, and the high-priest's meat-ofier- 
ing followed. Helon had already heaved the offering, by 
which he renewed the priesthood in his family, and now 
brought it to the altnr. It consisted of incense and the half 
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of a tenth-deal of an epbah of wheat-floiH*, baked in oil.* He 
salted both and then threw all the incense, but only a handful 
of the meal, into the fire; ibr all the rest belonged to the 
prie8ts.f Lastly, the drink-oifering of wine was poured into 
a pipe, which ran from the altar to the brook Kedron, and 
the daily burnt-offering was closed. While the drink-offer- 
ing was pouring out, the Levites played and sang upon the 
fifteen steps the 93d psalm, it being the sabbath day, and the 
two priests u|K>n the pillar near the altar, accompanied with 
their trumpets. 

After this daily-offering, the special-offering for the sab- 
bath-day, consisting of two lambs of the first year, was offer- 
ed4 accompanied with other psalms. At the close, the chief 
priest of the course gave his blessing,§ and the people replied 
by similar benedictions. 

Helon bad been present at many sacrifices, but this was the 
first time that as a priest he had stood beside the altar of 
burnt-offering. Seen so much more nearly than before» 
everything appeared in a new light to him ; be felt that some- 
thing more profound must t>e hidden under this veil of out« 
ward ceremonies, and he longed to be able to interrogate oa 
this subject the old man of the temple, who when the «acrt« 
fice was over, bad betake» himself to his cell. Helon had 
several times watched his countenance during the sacrifice, 
that he might read in it if possible the interpretation of the 
rke. The priests dispersed after the sacrifice waso^er. He- 
loo also left the court of the Priests, and as he was entering 
the court of Israel, he met Elisama, who with feelings of the 
most animated pleasure had stood there the whole morning, 
to watch the first ministrations of his Helon. He pressed his 
hand, and would have embraced him but for the sanctity of 
the place. Helon regarded him with a look which expressed 
the fulness of his happiness, and tears stood in the eyes of 
both. ^ I have to greet thee in the name of Iddo,** said Kli». 
ama. ** And I thee in the name of the old man of the tern« 

* Numb, XV, t Lev, vi, 14. \ Numb, xxviii. 9, 10. f Numb, vii, 2^, 
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pie," said Uelon. << Art thou going to bim ?^ replied Elisam«. 
" Go, and the God of thy fathers go with thee !" 

The old fnan was sitting before a roll of one of the pro- 
phets, and invited Helon to seat himself beside liim. After 
a time he asked him what had seemed most impressive to 
him in the psalm which he had heard sung that day on the 
fifteen steps ? 

^' The close," replied Helon, <* in which it is said, of those 
who are ]ilanted in the house of the Lord, that they continue 
green even in old age." 

« And who are they ?" asked the old man. " The sons of 
Levi," Helon replied. 

'' The priest and the Levite," said the old man, " free from 
the ordinary cares of life, are devoted exclusively to Jehovah. 
They are to present the offering of Jehovah, the bread of 
their God. Hence the purity which they are so carefully to 
preserve, not allowing themselves to come In contact with 
anything which might defile them. The sacerdotal order is 
the most exalted in the world. Yet its dignity lies not ia aoy 
pre-eminence of its own ; but in God's choice of it, to pre- 
serve and make known his law. Bo not thou therefore 
unduly exalted, but rejoice that thou art permitted, as a priest 
of Jehovah, to minister in his temple. Before the full light 
of day is spread over heaven and earth, some one spot is 
brightened by a partial gleam. But has that spot done any- 
thing to merit this distinction ? Give thanks then to Jehovah 
that thou standest in the earliest beams of that dawn which is 
the harbinger of light to all mankind. When he comes for 
whom we wait, the brightness of his rising shall illuminate 
the whole earth, and the heathen shall walk in his light." 

The old man ceased, and departing, left Helon alone, who 
remained till near the ninth hour, when the evening*sacrifice 
began ; and he hastened forth, that he might not be too late 
for his duties. The evening-sacrifice on the sabbath was in 
no respect difierent from that on ordinary days. The priests 
had prepared the incense, the Levites the meat-ofiering ; He- 
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loQ arranged his own, which consisted of the other half of 
the tenth-deal of the ephah of which he had offered one-half in 
the morning. The ceremonies and sacrifices already described 
were repeated ; the lamb was killed and its portions burnt, the 
daily meat-offering, the meat offering of the high-priest, and 
lastly, that of Helen, were presented ; incense was burnt again 
in the holy-place, and.the seven-branched lamp lighted for the 
night. The drink-offering was poured out upon the altar, 
accompanied by the songs of the Levites, and the trumpets 
of the priests, and followed by>the benediction, which closed 
the service of the day. It was about the twelfth hour. But 
the flame continued long after it was dark to shoot up from 
the altar of burnt-ofiering, and even through the whole night 
the embers continued glimmering. The consecrated vessels 
were restored to their places ; the whole course of Malchia 
had been in attendance this day, as it was the sabbath, but 
only a sixth part of them prepared themselves for service on 
the morrow. When all was finished in the temple, the 
priests prepared their meal and then laid themselves down to 
rest. 

So closed the first day of Helen's sacerdotal -life ; his heart 
was agitated, as it had been at his first entrance into the land 
of his fathers ; but the sanctity of the place forbade every 
violent expression of his emotions. He had become more 
serious, it might almost be said more manly ; and his joy and 
gratitude/instead of dissipating themselves in words, seemed 
to reserve their energy for action and the fulfihnent of duty. 
A new life seemed to have begun in the temple of Jehovah. 

As on the following day he attended the usual morning- 
sacrifice, although only as a spectator, he observed a woman 
who was undergoing the ceremony of purification after child- 
birth. She had bathed herself at home, first on the seventh 
and afterwards on the fortieth day, and she now brought to 
the temple a burnt-offering and a sin-offering — a Iamb of the 
first year for the former, a turtle-dove for the latter.* The 

* Lev. xii. 
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priest spriukled lier with the blood of the MD-oflfering, and 
she was purified, and praised the Lord, who had done great 
things for her, had preserved her own life, and had given a 
son into her arms, llelou beheld the ceremony with pro- 
found attention« The old man approached him, and after the 
rites of the moming-sacrifice were ended, turning to Helon, 
said to him, " Son of Adam, remember that for thee, too, a 
mother once ofiered a sin-ofiering and a bumt-ofiering.*' 

" I know it," replied Helon, ** but I have been in vain en- 
deavoring to discover what is the import of this purification 
of the mother." ^ Compare it," said the old man, ^ with what 
thou thy self didst, to obtain purification at the festival of tha 
. new moon, after having touched a grave. Since man defilea, 
at his death, those who lament his departure with the tears of 
afifection, and by his birth tboee who embrace him with joy, 
can he himself foe pure by nature ?" 

Helen started. After a pause the old man continued: 
^ Does not David say, I was shapen in iniquity and in sin did 
my mother conceive me ! And did not God say to the first 
man. In the day that thou eatest of the tree, thou shalt die the 
death ? Is anything more necessary, in order to prove that die 
birtli of man is in sin, and that his death is the wages of sin ? 
Forty days after the birth of a male, eighty, after that of a 
female, (the sex which first-ainned,) is the mother unclean. 
For a burnt-offering she brings a jamb, for a sin-offering a 
turtle-dove, and reconciled by the blood of these innocent 
animals, she is permitted to appear before Jehovah. See what 
are the consequences of our birth ! 

** A red heifisr, without blemish,* that has never borne the 
yoke, is brought before a priest, led by another priest out of 
the Holy Cify, and killed yonder on the mount of Olives. 
The priest dips his finger in the blood and sprinkles it seven 
times towards the temple ; then be bums the heifer with the 
hide and hair, and throws upon it cedar-wood, hyssop, and a 
red thread. Another priest collects the ashes, and carries 

• Num. xii. 
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them to an appointed place. All the three are rendered 
unclean. When any one who has defiled himself with a 
dead bo<ly is to be made clean again, these ashes are mixed 
with water, and one who is himseif clean sprinkles it upon 
him upon the third and the seventh day ; and while thus he 
that was unclean becomes clean, he that was clean becomes 
unclean. See what are the consequences of our death!" 

The old man continued his walk in the court of the Priests, 
and left Helen standing in the greatest astonishment at the 
new and profound views which had been opened to him. 
He saw him not again till after the evening-sacrifice on the 
second day after the sabbath, when the family of the course 
of Malchia, to which Helen belonged, bad been called to 
take its turn in ministering at the altar. He found the old 
man engaged in prayer, and was invited by him to place him- 
self beside him on the carpet. Afler a short silence he 
began: ^ i trust that from our previous conversations you 
have clearly perceived, that the earth with all its inhabitants 
is unholy, aud every individual a sinner! Is Jeremiah still 
the favorite prophet of your house ?" Helen replied that he 
was. " Do you understand a passage in his prophecies, in 
which the same thought is twice repeated, * Behold the days 
are coming, saith Jelfovah, that 1 will raise up unto David a 
righteous branch, and a king shall reign and act wisely, and 
shall execute justice and judgment in the land. In his days 
Jiidah shall be saved and Israel shall dwell in security ; and 
this is the name by which he shall be called, Jehovah who is 
our Righteousness.'* What means this?" "Instruct me," 
replied Uelon. " This is the Messiah : on the earth which 
lies under the curse, man, himself sinful, cannot exhibit that 
righteousness which is acceptable to God. Therefore Jehovah 
himself will be our righteousness in the Messiah. He is the 
great object of prophecy, from its commencement in the days . 
of our first parents to the present day, t period of nepir 
four thousand years, till the appearance of him for whom 

* Jer. xxiii. 9 • xxxiii. 16. 
17 
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We wait, the Consolation of Israel. But on account of the 
dulnesB of the people's heart, this intimation is given in a 
twofold way, audibly by the words of holy writ, Und visibly 
in the sacrifices. The sacrifices are visible prophecies of the 
Lord who is our righteousness. How often does Jehovah 
declare, that he has no pleasure in sacrifices and burnt-ofifer- 
ings, i. e. when they are not presented with a reference to 
the Messiah. Taken in this connexion, tiiey have a recon- 
ciling virtue. Every sacrifice, therefore, Has a double im- 
port. The sacrificer lays his hand upon the victim's headi 
and thus transfers his own sin to it, and so far sacrifice 
is a memorial of the offerer's guilt: but on the other hand, 
when Jehovah accepts the sacrifice and permits the blood to 
be sprinkled and the flesh to be burnt upon his altar, he con- 
firms the promise which Moses made at the establishment of 
the covenant in the wilderness. * Behold, this is the blood of 
the covenant which Jehovah maketh with you concerning all 
these laws.'* The Messiah will be the true offering. As 
Isaiah prophecies that God will * Lay our sins upon him and 
inflict chastisement upon him that we may have peace,'f so 
by this means he will become our righteousness, and the pro- 
mise of God is confirmed and fulfilled in him. But these 
are dark, sacred, unfathomable thoughts ; wlio can compre- 
hend them in all their extent ? Thus much is certain, that in 
his sacrifice all others will be united, and what are now 
called by different names, will form only one. Till he comes, 
there are various sacrifices according to our various neces- 
sities ; some for the people collectively, as on tlie day of 
atonement and at the Passover ; others for individuals ; morn- 
ing and evening sacrifices for each day ; sabbath-ofiTerings 
for the week ; offerings at the new moon for the month, and 
at the annual festivals for the whole year. There are tres- 
pass-offerings for sins ; thank-ofiferings of gratitude for bless- 
ings received. But enough of these things, on which it is so 
easy but so dangerous to enlarge. Yet hope not to under- 
stand them, tyi light frotn heaven has beamed upon thee here. 

*Kvod. xxiv.8. f haiah liii. 5. 
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Keep these principles lit view, pray for divine illuminatioD, 
aod the dark shalt become light to thee. Thou knowest, 
even from those heathen who where the objects of thy for- 
mer admiration, that there are things the knowledge of which 
cannot be learned, but must be given." 

While they were ftpeaking, Elisama came to the door and 
announced that Selumiel of Jericho was standing without, 
and that he wkshed to speak with the old roan. He himself 
called FJelon aside, while Selumiel conversed with the old 
man, and told him that in the ensuing week he was going to 
Jericho, and wished him to accompany him, as his week of 
service would expire on the morrow. Helon was unwiHing 
to leave Jerusalem, but he bethought himself that it became 
a priest to honor his father and his mother, or those who 
stood in this relation to him, that bis days mi^ht be long UpOa 
the enrth« He therefore assenteti to the proposal of bis 
uncle, especially as he heard that their journey would take 
them near the Oasis of the Esseneia, whom he had a great 
desire to see. Elisama left him well pleased, and Helon 
hastened back into the court of the Priests. 

On the iifih day the old man called Helon afler the morn- 
ing-sacrifice, and commanded him to follow him to bis 
apartment. Both of them seated themselves on the carpet, 
and the old man began with unusual energy. 

" Thy week of service is drawing to a close, and Selumiel 
tells me that he proposes to take thee to the pleasant city of 
Jericho. The angel of the Lord encamp on the journey 
about those that fear him ! But as I foresee that he will intro- 
duce thee to the knowledge of the Essenes, I must, ere thou 
depart, give thee one admonition ; and O, young man ! re- 
member that it is written, < Days should speak and length of 
years should give understanding.' 

** Eighty years have now passed over me, since I began to 
be acquainted with men of every variety of religious opinion 
among my people. I was then, as thou art now, young, 
lyithout an adviser, and easily attracted and deceived by every 



196 ADMISSION INTO THE PRIESTHOOD. 

new wisdom which appeared. I wisfi to guard thee against 
errors into which I fell ; for it is a bitter feeling at last to 
discover that we have been wandering from the truth. Thou 
rejoicest in Israel and the temple, and iioldest the Hellenists 
alone in abhorrence. But believe me that there are things yet 
more to be abhorred in Israel -itself, nay^ even in those that 
are within the walls of the temple. There is a fearful divis- 
lOQ and confusion in Israel ; seven sects wage war against 
each other. May it fere with thee as with the old man ! 
Thou wilt find many things in all of theip which will not 
displease thee, but pray to God that thou mayest be enabled 
to see, that each of them has more or less departed from the 
right way, and mingled human wisdom with the divine law. 
Thou wilt find in oil, honorable and upright men, but also 
amons all. the proud man and the hypocrite ; and all, with- 
out exception, are deficient in the humility and the simplicity 
which are essential to the knowledge of divine truth. I do 
not reckon among them the proselytes of the gate, whom we 
have in all nations ; and I mention them only that 1 may 
omit none, and may begin where I have least to blame. 
Praise Jehovah that their number is constantly increasing, 
and pray that he would guide them yet further — that they 
may renounce everything that is heathenish, and become 
proselytes of righteousness. It is still worse with the HelUn-' 
istSf who have been punished, by the blindness with which 
they have plunged into allegory, for that world ly-mindedness 
which made them disdain to return to the land of Promise. 
This the Esaenes did in some measure, and for this, and for 
their rigid obedience to the law, I praise them — but why do 
they imitate foreign noannere in the land of Jehovah, pride 
themselves on vain wisdom, drawn from their ancient books, 
and despise the temple of our God ? The Phaifisees are their 
oppopent?) and while I justly praise their zeal for the faith of 
our fathers, I must bkme them for mixing oral traditions so 
lightly with the written law, and for the pride which has 
prompted them to do it. For this fault they are justly ra- 
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proved by the Sadduetes; but much greater is their departure 
from the truth, who reject the prophets of Jehovah, and re- 
serable more the disciples of a heathen Epicurus, than of the 
Lord who spake on Sinai. I say nothing of the SamaräanSf 
who like ourselves expect a Messiah, but prefer the desolate 
Gerizim to our Af oriah. What confusion in Israel ! What 
dissention and mutual hatred { There is still a small handfiil, 
whom I will not call a sect, men of pious, peaceful minds, 
who wait in simplicity and humility, for the appearance of 
the Messiah, who reject every other word but that of God, 
and keep his ordinances in his temple. Of their number I 
reckon myself one — Elisama also belongs to them, as do 
nearly all the Aramiean Jews who live in the Diaspora. In 
Jerusalem, however, there are few such to be found. Now 
thou art forewarned, go, and Jehovah bless and keep thee T' 
This was the last interview which Melon at this time had 
with the old man. On the sixth day, the last before the new 
sabbath, the courise of Malchia finished its term of service 
after the evening-sacrifice. Helen quitted the temple, and 
hastened to join his firiends in the house of Iddo, 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THE ESSENES. 



The impression which the first week of his sacerdotal 
duties had made upon Helon was quite different from all that 
he had experienced before. Hitherto his mind had been 
excited, and his curiosity and expectation raised ; what he 
had lately seen and felt had given a quiet sober calmness to 
his mind, which was only broken at times by the eager desire 
of further knowledge on those subjects, on which his conver- 
sations with the old man in the temple had turned. The 
17* 
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follawiog sabbath fae attended the morning and erening 
rifice, in a portico, which lay on the northern side of the court 
of the Priests, and opposite to the altar of burnt-offering, and 
was called the Covert of the sabbath. This was a distinction 
allotted to the course of priests who had been on duty the 
preceding week, and were now i-esting ftora the noblest of 
all occupations, the service of Jehovah. 

The Bun was rising on the Holy City on the first day of 
the week, when Iddatook leave of his guests at the Water- 
fate. They took the road to Jericho, which leads over the 
mount of Olives. They had before thera a journey of one 
hundred and fifty stadia, or about twenty four sabbath day's 
journeys. Passing the dry bed of the brook Kedron, they 
walked under the shade of the cedars, till the road wound up 
the side of the mount and led them through rows of olive- 
trees over the easternmost of the three summits. Tt is loftier 
than any of the hills on which the city stands. As they 
ascended it, Helen cast back a look of gratitude and regret 
on the sacred spot, where God had shown him so much good. 
The summit commanded on one side a vie w of the temple, 
the castle Baris, Zion, and the wide-stretched city ; on the 
other, the eye could reach to the Dead Sea and the glittering 
line of the Jordan's course, which winds on the other side of 
the walls of Jericho and falls into the Dead Sea. Towards 
the east, the exhalations rose from the sea, at the place where 
once Sodom and Gomorrah stood — a terrible memorial of 
Jehovah's vengeance on the transgressors. Towards the 
west the smoke of the morning-sacrifice was ascending from 
the altar of burnt-offering in the temple. " See," said Elisa- 
ma, as he pointed to Moriah, " the fulfilment of the words 
of Moses, the glory of the Lord appearing to all the people 
in the fire that comes from before him and consumes the 
burnt-offering on the altar."* And then turning to the clouds 
of pitchy smoke that hung over the Dead Sea ; " Behold 
there the fulfilment of another word of Scripture, < The Lord 
thy God is a consuming fire, and a jealous God.' "f 

» Uv. ix. 23, 24. t Dem. iv. »4. 
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They proceeded io Bilence. At length Melon obaerTed, 
^ When the flanse ascends upon our altar of burnt-ofTering, 
or the seven-branched candlestick is lighted at evening in the 
holy place, I cannot but think of Jehovah's comparison of 
himself to alight, in' our psalms and prophets. Fire is the 
most ethereal of the elements, and is a symbol as well of the 
grace of God to the pious, as of his indignation against sin- 
ners." 

« Beware," interrupted Selumiel, " of making to thyself 
any likeness of Grod." 

^ I understand," said Helen, *'< what you mean. Even the 
doctrine of Zerduslit is superstition, because he has disfigur- 
ed, by human additions, the knowledge which is handed 
down in its purity in our sacred writings. Yet it is remark- 
able that the children of the east have selected precisely this 
point from the divine wisdom of their forefathers, wor- 
shipping, also, the visible sun, instead of the eternal light." 

<< Be satisfied," said Selumiel, << those whom thou art about 
to see today, have already prayed some hours ago for the 
return of the heavenly light. They do so every morning, and 
every morning their prayer is heard. You shall see my 
Essenes." 

«3% Essenes!" said Elisama. << Thou hast already 
thrown out hints of this kind more than once, Selumiel, 
greatly to my surprise. I remember when we were young 
together in Egypt, thou hadst a similar passion for the doc- 
trines of the Therapeut» ; and an early passion, it seems, 
never dies." 

^ I confess," said Selumiel, ^ that in my youth I often look- 
ed with veneration towards the hill beside the lake Mareotis, 
where they had their favorite abode. But at a later period of 
my life I perceived that the contemplative life of the Thera- 
peut», their profound solitude, and their enthusiastic passion 
for allegory, are not to be compared with the pious but active 
life led by the Essenes. I could say much to you of this peo- 
ple, but I will reserve it till we have passed through Bethany." 
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jts iodeetl a spot more adapted for seeing than for 

^. Bethany was a village on the eastern slope of the 

, of Olives, and about two sabbath-day's journeys from 

>iaieni. It was a still and lovely spot, surrounded with 

yes, palm-trees, figs, and dates, so that it seemed to stand in 
the midst of a large garden. They often turned to look back 
upon it, when they had fiassed through it. As they crossed 
a sparkling brook which ran at the foot of a steep hill, Selu- 
miel exclaimed, ^ I will first quench my thirst, according to 
the manner of the Essenes, from this pure stream, and wiU 
then tell you, as I proposed just now, what I -think of this 
people." 

A wild and dreary region lay before them, called the desert 
of Jericho« ^ I know," said Seluiniel, ^ that our Sadducees 
ridicule the Essenes, and our Pharisees curse them. But 
however the former may ridicule the idea of self-communion 
and moral strictness, it is certain that there i»a deeper founda- 
tion for self-communion at least, than individual inclination or 
caprice. The aged are generally inclined to it, and I know 
not what more genuine happiness one who has seen the world 
can propose to himself, in declining years, than the undis- 
turbed society of persons like minded with himself, engaged 
in the united worship of Jehovah. 

** But," said Elisama, *' they never appear in the temple.^ 
** That," replied Selumiel, " is what the Pharisees condemn in 
them, and I will not undertake to decide upon the question : 
but thus much is certain, that they fulfil all the other precepts 
of the law so much the more zealously, and appeal, on this 
point, to passages of holy writ, which teach the inefficacy of 
any ritual of sacrifice. But I will not defend them for not 
coming to mount Moriah ; and I am so far from agreeing with 
them in this respect, that I am, as you know, a punctual visiter 
at all the festivals. Let us rather consider what both Sad- 
ducees and Pharisees bhime in them, and see whether this 
blame does not really redound to their praise. You know 
that the Sadducees in their folly maintain, that the Whoto 
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eourse of the events of life depends upon man's own free 
will, that fate has no influence over human affairs, and that 
it rests with ourselves to be the authors of our own weal or 
wo. The Pharisees, with more reason, teach that some 
things in our lives are the work of fate, but not all, and that 
in some cases it depends upon ourselves whether events shall 
happen or not. But how many rulers of the world must they 
then suppose to exist, or how would they contrive to keep 
this host of rulers in order and in harmony ? How much 
more just and consistent Is the doctrine of the Essenes, that 
fate disposes of all events, that nothing happens to man with- 
out its appointment, and that the great and the trifling in 
events, what is necessary and what is apparently arbitrary, 
all is alike subject to a predestined order !" 

" Nay,** Elisama exclaimed, " these are subjects on whißh 
only the Messiah when he comes can instruct us fully — but 
this doctrine is horrible.^ 

"Myron would say," observed Helen, " that the Essenes 
were Jewish Pythagoreans ; as the Pharisees might be called 
Jewish Stoics ; and the Sadducees, Jewish Epicureans." 

Their conversation broke off here, all parties being a little 
out of humor, an effect to which the desert on which they 
had now entered perhaps contributed. It was a long, hilly 
dreary waste. Deep ravines without verdure opened beside 
serrated cliffs, sometimes of chalky whiteness, sometimes of 
sand. No fountain, no shrub, was to be discerned, as far as 
the eye could reach ; scarce here and there a stinted plant 
or a dry blade of grass. The rocks were rent and thrown in 
such wild confusion, that Helen thought an earthquake must 
have torn up the bowels of the earth, in this abode of desola- 
tion and of .death. Towards the east, between the ragged 
summits of the hills, the thick clouds of smoke from the 
Dead Sea arose as from the bottom of the abyss. From the 
higher ground the region around Jericho might indeed be 
aeen, but it served by the contrast rather to aggravate the 
dreariness of the nearer scene. 
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Selumiel was the first to resume the discourse. ** You re- 
rnarked," said he to Helon, " that the Esseues are Jewish 
Pythagoreans ; and there are in truth many points of resem- 
blance between them. Both practise community of goods, 
both hold in abhorrence every kind of effeminacy and volup- 
tuousness, both love white, garments, forbid to take an oath 
drink only water, pay extraordinary reverence to old age, 
enjoin silence for a stated time upon their novices, offer only 
unbloody sacrifices, and teach that destiny is supreme and 
uncontrollable in human affairs. They agree besides in this, 
that both believe the soul alone to lie immortal ; while the 
Sadducees deny that anything of man is imperishable, and 
the Pharisees maintain the resurrection of the body. This 
coincidence in so many remarkable points may give us a 
clue to the common source of their doctrines and institutions. 
Pythagoras is said to have been iu Babylon at the time of our 
captivity, and Zerdusht to have known Israel on the banks pi 
Chebar — may not these both have drawn from the same 
source as our Ksseues ? For my own part, I consider the £s- 
senes to be those who have preserved the original knowledge 
of divine things in the greatest purity. Hence it is that they 
80 zealously observe the law, that they keep the sabbath with 
peculiar sanctity, that they consider agriculture as the most 
honorable of all occupations, that they hold Moses in the 
highest veneration, and endeavor to observe the precepta of 
the law with unusual strictness, directing their attention to 
Its inward fulfilment in the heart, rather than the outward act 
of conformity to its commands. Of their mode of life you 
shall judge for yourself, when we visit their village ; their 
heroic deeds in war are known from the recent history of 
our country." 

^ Helon*s attention and interest were very powerfully excited, 
but the last warning of the old man of the temple resounded 
in his ears, and to interrupt the panegyrics of Selumiel, he 
asked him, '< Can you tell me when they made their £rst ap- 
pearance, and what is their origin ?" 
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" Some," said Selumiel, " suppose them to descend from 
Jonadab) the son Recbab, who lived before the captivity ; 
others, from those who fled into the desert with Judas Macca- 
baBus, during the oppression of the Syrian kings ; while others 
deduce them from Egypt, and from some of its sects of 
heathen philosophers. I hold them, however, to be of very 
high antiquity." 

While he was thus speaking, they saw a wanderer hasten- 
ing over one of the naked hills which were near them. lie 
was an aged man, of a spare form and long white beard, who, 
supporting his steps with a staff, kept on his way without 
looking around him, the human counterpart of this ungenial 
region. " This," said Seluraiel, " is one of them : I know 
him by his clothing, and by his only spitting behind him." 
As he approached they greeted him, and he gravely returned 
the salutation. According to the custom of Essenes, he was 
clad only in wiiite garments, and carried nothing but a staff 
on his journey. 

"Wilt thou guide us to the Oasis of the Essenes?" asked 
Hßlon. 

" Follow me," he replied abruptly. 

" How many are there of you ?" asked Helon, endeavoring 
to engage him in conversation. 

"There are four thousand of us in this country." 

"But I am surprised that you travel without aoy wallet." 

" I am come, curious youth, from a distance, to assist at 
the trial of one of our body, which cannot be held by fewer 
than one hundred persons. Amongst us everything is in 
common. We avoid great cities, but where we go we^trust 
to the hospitality of our brethren." 

" Who is the transgressor on whom you are to sit in judg- 
ment .'" asked Selumiel. 

" A man who had scarcely completed his probation, and 
was not able to keep the secret of our institution." 

" Tell me," said Helon, " I beseech you, what is the pro- 
bation which must be gone through, before any one can be 
received as a member of your society." 
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** Be receives a white garment, a girdle of peculiar sanctity) 
and a spade, after which he must labor for a year, and prac- 
tise self-examination. He is then received into our society, 
but for three years is not admitted to the common table. If 
in^ this time he gives evident tokens of being discreet, jiist, 
temperate, and chaste, an oath of tremendous sanctity is 
demanded from him, that he will before all things honor and 
serve the Lord, that he will be just towards men, that he will 
hate all unrighteousness, assist the pious, keep his faith and 
word towards every man, and pay profound obedience to the 
magistrate, who rules not but by the ordination of God ; that 
he will not himself abuse power if he should be in possessior 
of it, that he will keep his bonds pure from theft and hi 
mind from the desire of unlawful gain ; that he will concea 
nothing from his brethren, nor reveal their secrets to any 
other, even when threatened with tortures and death ; that 
he will not communicate the doctrines of. the body to any 
one, in any other form than that in which they have been 
taught to him, and that he will keep with equal care the 
books of doctrine and the names of the angels. When he has 
sworn to all this, he is admitted to a participation in the bath, 
in the common meal, and all the secrets of the society." 

The gravity of the man, the solemnity of his words, and 
the earnestness with which he spoke, thrilled through Helen's 
frame, combined as they were with the peculiar character of 
the scene. 

They proceeded without further speaking, till they came 
within sight of an Oasis, a fruitful spot amidst the waste. A 
fountain rose here from a cleft in the rock, and a few cottages, 
surrounded by cultivated fields, stood under the shade of 
palm-trees. Beyond the immediate neighborhood of the 
fountain all was wild, desolate, and barren, an emblem, ac- 
cording to the Essenes, of the soul of an unrighteous man, 
and the naphtha-smoke which rose in the distance from the 
Dead Sea, they regarded as a type of the future punishment of 
the wicked. This was the settle'ment of the Essenes. As 
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tliey approached, they p^deUtid by the hibhitticle of persons 
Who w^re going to and fVo, that the trial bad occasioned an 
tknuMal resort Yet, in spite of this, every thing went on 
With^ ^ch a Stlllticss, as if single individuals were pursuing 
M>nie noiseless occupation. An Essene, an acquaintance of 
Selumiel, told them how great was the consternation and hor- 
ror of the whole body, at the discovery that a traitor had 
divulged their secrets. This offence was to be visited by ttie 
most fearful penalty of their code, expulsion from their society. 
Its terror consisted in this, that having bound himself by an 
oath, which even the unworthy dared not violate, never to 
use ordinary food, nor even to receive food at all from other 
men, there was nothing left him, but to support himself on 
roots and heiiis till he died. 

They arrived about the fifth hour (eleven o'clock) the time 
when they took their meal in common. They had risen 
before daylight, had conversed together briefly, but only con- 
-ceming divine, never concerning human things, and had then 
greeted the sun as.if imploring him to rise. After this every^ 
•one had been dismissed by the person under whose superin- 
tendence he was placed, to pursue his labor for the day, and 
having now pursued it for several hours, they had bathed 
themselves in cold water a second time, and girded themselves 
with the sacred linen dress. Assembling in a hall, the entrance 
to which was forbidden to all but the members of their own 
order, they had thence proceeded, as carefully purified as if 
they were in a temple, to their refectory, where they seated 
themselves at table, not reclined as was the custom of the 
£ast. Bread and vegetables were placed before them ; a 
priest prayed before and after the ipeal ; while eating, a 
solemn silence wos preserved, apd when they hud finished, 
they laid aside the holy garmept, and each prepared himself 
to pursue his labor withoiit intermission till the evening. 

Food was placed before the strangers, Essene fare, bread 
and hyssop. No women were to be seen ; for the Essenes oq 
this Oasis belonged to the highest class, in which marriage 
18 



206 THE ES6ENE8. 

was forbidden ; it was allowed in the inferior c]a$8e6^ only 
with strict limitations and restraints. They roust Speedily 
have become extinct, had it not been that they received many 
children among them for education, and that many grown-up 
persons constantly joined their society, weary of the cares and 
vicissitudes of busy life. Thus they formed a society which 
never died out, although no child was born among them. 
They allowed no traffic in their community, because it must 
have been carried on through the medium of gold, which 
they considered as the root of all moral corruption ; they had 
no servants, for each ministered to the other ; and they took 
no oath, that which they had taken at their admission render- 
ing every other superfluous. 

Although our travellers were not admitted into the refectory 
of the ülssenes, they were not alone. They found a multitude 
of sick persons assembled, who had come in hope of relief 
from the secret wisdom of the Essenes. They performed 
their cures by means of mysterious formularies, and recipes 
carefully preserved in their ancient books. These books had 
come to them in times of venerable antiquity from remote 
regions of the East, and were carefully studied by them, espe- 
cially on the sabbath, which they held even more sacred than 
the other Jews. Their cures were wrought chiefly by en- 
forcing temperance, self-command, and the dominion of the 
soul over the body ; and with these means they performed 
wonders* The simplicity of their lives preserved their health 
to extreme old age, and not a few boasted that the spirit of 
prophecy had been wakened in them. 

When Selumiel and Eiisama had laid themselves down 
after the frugal repast, to rest beneath the palms, Helen went 
about to examine the whole arrangement and economy of 
this establishment. He would gladly have entered into con- 
versation witji some of the Essenes, but no one addressed 
him, and the determined taciturnity of their looks, and the 
profound stillness which reigned around these cottages, 
deterred him from making the attempt. He silently followed 



an aged man, who with his staff was making his round 
through the fields, when about noon every one was already 
again at his labor, and who seemed to besaperintending their 
operations. The fields were covered with luxuriant crops, 
but the cultivators themselves were spare and pale. 

Selumiel and Elisama had rested themselves, 'the heat of 
the' mid-day was past, and there was no more to be discover- 
ed in a day tlian in an hour respecting the Essenes. The 
simple exterior of their habits and customs was easily seen. 
To learn any part of their secrets, it was necessary to listen 
in silence for years together. Our travellers therefore broke 
up immediately nftor the mid-day, and continued their tedious 
way through the desert to Jericho. Selumiel had requested 
his friend, the Essene, to be their guide, as tbe road was 
intricate even to those who bad frequently travelled it. The 
Essene, at home amidst these solitudes, readily complied, and 
led them through ravines, amidst precipices, through sandy 
plains destitute of vegetation, and over naked hills. Always 
alert and ready to assist, he went before them^ gave them his 
band in difficult pai-ts of the way, supported the elder 
men in tiie steeper ascents, and answered every question that 
was addressed to him, but so briefly that he seemed to weigh 
every word, and to be in perpetual apprehension of allowing 
one that was superfluous to escape his lips. 

In answer to the question of Elisama, whence the name of 
Essene was derived, he informed them that it was Persian, 
and denoted the resemblance of their life to that of bees. 
'* We learn from them to be unwearied in our diligence, to 
live ia brotherly union, to be without distinction of sex in 
respect to desire, and to gather stores for the supply of others." 
Their contempt for the female sex and aversion from matri- 
mony displeased Elisama, who called the latter an ordinance 
of God, and pronounced it a vain and presumptuous thouglit 
of man, to wish to annihilate the distinction of sex, when the 
Creator had made the human race male and female. 
Selumiel endeavored to silence Elisama, by reminding hiai 
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that nearly all die inenibera of this Goinmunity were old men« 
But the Essene himself would not accept this explanation ; 
he maintained that this opinion was intimately and neces- 
sarily connected with the rest of their system. " The body 
as ye see,'' said he, " is perishable and its elements forever 
changing ; the soul is immortal and unchangeable. Sprung 
from the purest ether, it is drawn down to the body by a cer- 
tain natural impulse, and kept as it were imprisoned there 
while the body continues to exist. When freed from the 
fetters of the flesh, it rejoices like those delivered from a long 
and galling bondage, and wings its flight upwards. The souls 
of the just are conducted to an abode, beyond the ocean, of 
indescribable delight, where neither rain nor snow deform» 
the sky, and mild sea-breezes temper the rays of the sun. 
The wicked, on the contrary, are condemned to eternal thral- 
dom and torment in a dwelling of frost and darkness. Should 
not then every soul abhor and shun intemperance and plea- 
sure, as its worst enemies, and renounce every gratificatioD 
which would give the body an ascendency over k, whtfe it 
cultivates sobriety and chastity as the means c^ making its 
present cajHivity more tolerable, and of being ultimately 
delivered from it ?" 

The Essene spoke thus, animated in the defence of hi» 
doctrines, and almost forgetting the ordinary conciseness of 
his discourse. When he had ended, he turned abruptly 
round, after a brief salutation to the travellers. A hill higher 
than any in the desert, and equally bare, though on its verge, 
stood before thepfi. They looked back, and saw the Essene 
vanishing among the intricacies of the path which they bad 
just quitted, carefully holding his garments together, and 
hastening liack to his brethren, without looking to the right 
hand or to the left. Helen seemed to breathe more freely as 
they emerged from this region of desolation. Selumiel, 
looking back towards the Oasi«, and leaning on his staflT 
asked his companions, ^ Now, then, how like ye my Es- 
senes ?" 
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*" Call them not % Essenea," said Elisama, << for, Jehofah 
be praised, there is a wide difference between them and 
thee." 

*^ Allow me this,'' said Selumiel, " and I will in return allow 
thee to speak <^ % Pharisees." 

*^ That," said Elisama, very earnestly, ^ I shall never be ; 
call me an Aramaean Jew, and I shall gladly accept the title." 
^What difierence should one or the other make in our 
friendship?" said Selumiel. <' Cannot we attach ourselves to 
difierent opinions, without any breach of our mutual good- 
will? Iddo takes it ill if I call him a Sadducee^" 

<^ Alas for Israel," said Elisama ; " shall peace never come 
to thee ? It has been a melancholy reflection to me, that in 
the land where alone Israel is truly Israel, I have scarcely 
foand a single old friend who does not lean to one sect or 
other. What will be the end of these things ?" 

The young priest dissatisfied with the turn which their 
conversation had taken, said hastily, and in a manner which 
neither of the old men understood, " In my service in the 
temple one thing only displeased me, that the turn of duty 
comes to each course of priests but once in twenty four weeks. 
I fain would live the life of a priest every week and every 
day." 

*^ You might have discovered the method of doing so this 
very day," said Selumiel. 

^ The Essenes do not sacrifice," said Helen ; ^ how then 
shall I find among them a perpetual priesthood ?" 

Bllisama looked at him with astonishment. Selumiel, 
rejoiced as if he had come over to his opinion, replied, ^< You 
may find it in the daily mortification of your body and obe- 
dience to the law." 

" No," said Elisama, « I will tell you — the conjugal and 
domestic life is the perpetual priestoood. You know that the 
patriarchs sacrificed with their own hands, and even now the 
master of the house becomes priest, when, at the feast of the 
Paasover, he kills the lamb, blesses the bread, and praise« 
18« 



810 THE SETftOTHMENf« 

Jehovah. In spite of all the Easenes and their admirers,'' 
said he, looking significantly at Selumiel, << it is my opinioD 
that the true Chasidean must be the father of a family." 

Selumiel stretched out his hand to the friend of his youth : 
they turned round, and scarcely had they advanced a few 
steps ft»rtber when they hod reached the summit of the hill, 
and the garden of €iod, the plain of Jericho, lay before them. 
The towers of the eity arose from amidst the fertile fields, 
through which the silver Jordan wound its course« From 
the valley of death through whieh they Iwd just passed, they 
had emerged into a scene where Hfe displayed itself in all its 
luxuriance and folnesa The wide meadows through which 
the Jordan rolled were adorned by groups of towering palm* 
trees and balsam bushes ; the hüls on both sides closed in the 
landscape with a beantifully pieturesque effect. The air was 
fragrant with the odor of the roses which bear the name of 
Jericho. The note of the quail was heard in the corn-ields, 
the eagle swept his majestic way through the air, and the 
stork and the pelican strode stately beside the fk>od. 



CHAPTER XX. 

THE. BEJTIIOTHMENT. 

Selumibl led his friends from Egypt through the gate of 
Jericho. Not far from it stood a house distinguished from 
all in its neighborhood by its size and the style of the archi- 
tecture. It was the house of Selumiel, who filled the office 
pf an elder in Jericho. He had scarcely bidden his guests 
welcome in the outer court, and invited them to enter the 
inner by the covered way, when his son met him with his 
new-born grandson. The joy of the old man was indescri- 
hable. ^' You see," said he to his guests, whön he bad led 
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them to the fouotain under the palms, and had called the 
slaves to wash their feet, ^ you see by my joy at the sight 
of my grandchild, that notwithstanding all f have said in their 
praise, I do not belong to the highest class of the Essenes. 
While the slaves do their duty, allow me to take a short walk 
into the Armon." 

Selumiel's h'buse was built in such a way, that it enclosed 
a large open quadrangular space, called Chazer, or Thavech, 
(the middle or inner court,) which, under a sky that was 
almost uninterruptedly serene, served as a great chamber, 
even on great and festive occasions. The pavement was 
composed of variegated marble, tastefully disposed. Jii' the 
middle, where in houses of humbler construction a simple 
basin stood, was a fountain, enclosed with marble and sur- 
rounded with lofVy palms, which cast such a cooling shade 
beneath, that our travellers felt themselves instantly refreshed. 
In the angles stood rows of vases filled with flowers, espe- 
cially the roses of Jericho, and many other odoriferous shrubs, 
planted in bowers. 'Their grateful shade, and the ever fresh 
and green turf around the fountain, made the coolness as it 
were visible, which in the hottest days was to be found there. 
On the sides of this quadrangle stood three rows of pillars^ 
forming two parallel porticoes. The floor of them was cov- 
ered with carpets and cushions of Tcry elaborate workman- 
ship, and before some of the pillars hung curtains, which 
gave the space behind the convenience of an enclosed cham- 
ber. The cushions were embroidered with gold and silver, 
and the curtains were of silk, red, white, green, and blue. 
. Against the interior side of the porticoes were divans and 
sofas, elevations of the height of from two to three feet, which 
were surrounded with a lattice, and in the day time were 
covered with carpets and served as seats, in the night were 
used as beds. Above, the porticoes were covered by three 
galleries one above another, for the house had thre$ stories, 
and each gallery had a parapet breast-high towards the court. 

Round this court the principal parts of the house were dis- 
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poeed. The side which adjoiDed the street ccmtsiaed a somQ 
court, separated from the inner only by a W$M and a door, 
contrary to the common mode of building, according to 
which this court lay beyond the outer wall in front of the 
house, being connected with it by a coTered way: some 
houses again had both the small internal court, which we 
have described in Selumiel's house, and the larger exterior 
court, the latter then serving to receive horses and camels. 
In Selumiel's house the court was furnished with a sofii, vis« 
itors were received here, and only those whom the master of 
the house specially invited into the interior went any further. 
Hie housevloor, which was in the wall of tlie house and was 
covered with inscriptions, led to the outer court In this 
court wss ä staircase, which led to the upper stories of the 
house and immediately to a little building directly over the 
smdl interior court, called Alijab, which rom like a tower 
upon the flat roof. An awning was fastened to the parapet 
of the roof in such a manner, that it could be drawn over 
the whole of the innermost court, and produce complete 
shade in the brightest sunshine. 

The side of the court which was farthest from the street 
formed the communication with the Armon, or house of the 
women. The apartments of the females were universally in 
the East separate from those of the men, and in SelumiellB 
mansion they formed a distinct house, divided and arranged 
much in the same way as we have already described, so that 
there were in fact two houses, having one side in common. 

Elisama and Helen had been so much occupied with the 
Sfdendor which they beheld around them, that they had 
allowed the slaves with their silver ewers to wait,, without 
performing their office. Selumiel re-entered» and said, smil- 
ing, to Elisama, observing how he was occupied, « Doubtless 
you are used to see more splendid edifices in Alexandria." 
'«Nay," said Elisama» laughing, « I recall what I said oii the 
way. An elder of Israel wjio dwells to sumptuously and 
tastefully is assuredly no EsBene.*^ SelumM led his guests 
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into one of the bowers, and alter they had rested here a short 
time, to the richly spread table. When the dishes were taken 
away, and the dessert set on, the mother and her daughter 
appeared, to bid a solemn welcome to the guests from Egypt 
— a condescension which sliowed the esteem in which Selu- 
miel held them. The motlier, though advanced in years, 
was active and still handsome ; but Sulamith her daughter, 
who stood by her side, was glowing in all the freshness of 
youthful beauty, and united in herself every charm by which 
a daughter in Israel could fix the attention of the beholder. 
From beneath the large eyebrows, colored of a brilliant black, 
dark eyes, like those of the gazelle, sent forth their quiet bril- 
liancy, through the transparent veil which descended from 
the turban« Her tall and stately form was clad in a robe of 
fine cotton, which flowed down in folds like a wide mantle ; 
the sleeves hung loose, except where they were fastened with 
costly bracelets ; the ears and the nose were adorned with 
rings of gold, in which rubies, emeralds, and topazes were 
set. Helon dazzled by so much beauty, on which he hardly 
dared to gaze, and agitated by an emotion which he had 
never felt before, thought he read in the looks with which 
the old meu regarded his surprise, the interpretation of some 
words which had occasionally escaped Elisama and Selumiel, 
and which till now he had not understood. 

When the females had retired, and the men continued their 
conversation, SelumiePs sou addressed himself to Helon, and 
proposed to him that in the coolness of the early morning on 
the following day he would be his guide through the region 
round Jericho, and as far as to the Dead Sea. Helon, lost in 
feelings to which he had hitherto been a stranger, had scarcely 
heard the conversation of the elders ; but he was roused from 
his revery by this offer, which it was the more difficult to 
decline without discourtesy, as an oriential seldom imposes 
on himself the fatigue of a walk. Yet it seemed to him as if 
he were forcibly torn from that world of delightful illusions 
to which he had just been transported. 
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At the first dawn of the following day, the two young men 
issue«! from the mansion of Selutniel, into the streets of Jeri- 
cho. The city is about six sabbath>day*8 journeys from Jor- 
dan, and three sabbnth-day's journeys \h circumference. It 
was considered at this time as the second city in Judea, and 
had been in ancient times one of tte thirtyone royal cities of 
Canaan. It was chiefly inhabited by priests, whose number 
was estimated by some as high as twelve thousand. 

The son of Selumiel was well acquainted with the ancient 
history of his nation, and had discovered Helen's enthusiasm 
for everything that recalled it. As they quitted the city he 
pointed to the other side of the Jordan. " There," said he, 
^ our forefathers encamped in the fields of Moab, opposite to 
Jericho, and thither Balak the king of Moab summoned 
Balaam to curse them.* The blue hill seen far in the distance 
is the hill of Abarim, and part of it is Nebo, to which Jehovah 
led Moses and showed him the land which he was not permit- 
ted to enter,f the future heritage of the children of Israel. 
Thence Joshua sent out spies to explore the land, and espe- 
cially Jericho, when Rahab saved them by her humanity .{ 
There," pointing to the banks of the Jordan itself, « our fathers 
crossed the flood, Jehovah renewing the miracle by which 
they had passed through the Red Sea.§ They destroyed the 
city, and not only exterminated every living thing, but their 
leader laid a curse on him who should rebuild it, which six 
hundred years afterwards fell on Hiel of Bethel, whose eldest 
son died when he laid the foundation of it, and tlie youngest 
when he set up the gates.] Yet its sanctity was recovered by 
the residence of the prophets Elijah and Elisha, who long 
dwelt here, and the schools of the prophets which they super- 
iutended. In later times we must confess, with grief, that it 
was here the valiant chief and high-priest Simon, father of 
Hyrcaniis, fell by the hand of his son-in-law."f 

Helon thanked his companion for his information, dissatis- 

* Numb. zxii. f Dent, zzxiv. t J<mI>* ü* $ ^oA. iii. 

I Josh. vi. 26. 1 Kings zvi. Si. T 1 Maccab. jkvi. U. 
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fied with himself that the present and the past contended with 
each other for the possession of his mind. They continued 
their way to an eminence, from which they had a prospect 
scarcely to be equalled even in the Holy Land itself. They 
had here a view of the course of the Jordan. In its progress 
from its source in Antilibanus, a course of about one hundred 
nbbath-day's journeys, it had attained a breadth of thirty 
paces ; it is about the depth of a man, and in the neighbor- 
hood of Jericho it has a strong current. It abounds in fish, 
and its banks were overgrown with sedges, reeds, willows, 
and tamarisksi among which, jackals, lions,* and other wild 
beasts harbored. The river had just overflown its banks,f in 
consequence of the snows of Lebanon, and this annual exun- 
dation greatly promoted the fertility of the adjacent fields. 
On the banks of Jordan lies Gilgal, the place where the peo- 
ple of Israel, crossed over under Joshua, and erected twelve 
stones as a memorial. A little further on was Bethabara, 
where the pilgrims from Galilee crossed to the eastern side of 
the Jordan, in order to avoid going through the country of the 
Samaritans. Thus a great part of the beautiful vaUey of the 
Jordan lay before them, whose fertile fields are enclosed by 
hills on each side, on the east by the mountains of Judah, on 
the west by Abarim, with the summits of Pisgah and Nebo 
on Poor, followed by the mountains of Moab. Southward 
they beheld the plain of Jericho, ten sabbath-day's journeys 
in length and almost three in breadth, extending to £ngedi, 
containing the celebrated grove of palmsj adorned with 
olives and balsam shrubs, and known in all the ancient world 
for its honey and its roses. Joining this plain, the Dead Sea 
extended itself far to the south, called also the Sea of the 
Plain, from its vicinity to the plain of Jordan ; the Salt Sea, 
from the taste of its waters ; and the Eastern Sea, in contra- 
distinction from the Mediterranean, which lay westward of 
Palestine. It was formed in the time of Lot and Abraham, 
by the destruction of the towns of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 

• Jer. xWx, 19. f Josh. iii. 15. t Deul. x»iv. 3. 
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alid Zeboinri) the place bf which this lake noW covers.* Its 
l*»ngth amoUDts to eightytht-efe, its breadth to twentyone sab- 
bflth^daj's journeys ; its Waters, being itnpt^gttated i^ith 
naptba atid asphaltus, are salt and bitter ; and all around It 
had the appearance of conflagratioti, because the frequented* 
undations of the lake covered the adjacent soil with a coating 
of salt. 

The world of external nature is but the mirror which re- 
flects to us what interests our feelings in the world of man. 
Helon had never looked on the beauties of nature virith so 
true a relish for them, as pow that they gave him back the 
image of his own fond^ hopes and gay imaginations ; nor had 
he ever felt so deeply the impression of her awful scenes, as 
now when they harmonized so well with the trembling 
anxiety which chastised his hopes. 

On their return to the house they found all busy with pre- 
parations for the solemnity of the circumcision of Selumiers 
grandson, which was to take place on the following morning. 
At the third hour accordingly of the next day, a large com- 
pany assembled in Selumiel's house. Besides the two wit- 
nesses, who must be married persons of either sex, ten men 
were necessary, in whose presence tlie circumcision was to 
take place, and besides these had been invited the heads of 
all the courses of priests who lived in Jericho, the elders and 
the friends of Elisama. The family remembered the com- 
mand of God to Abraham, " This is my covenant which ye 
shall keep between me and you, and thy posterity after thee : 
every male child among you shall be circumcised, when he is 
eight days old ; and the uncircumcised male child shall be 
cut off from his people, because he hath broken my coren- 
a*it."t 

The rite was performed in the largest apartment of the 
house, and by the hand of the grandfather, in the presence of 
the whole assemblage. A psalm was sung, alluding to the 
covenant which God had made with his people Israel, and 

* Gen. six. 24— 26. f Gen. xvii. 9. 
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iken the song of Moses after the deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage. The rite was then begun ; in the midst of it, the 
ftther of the child said, « Blessed be thou, O Lord our God, 
king of the world, who hast sanctified us by thy precepts, and 
commanded us to enter into the covenant of Abraham.'* 
Those who stood around replied, " Lord, as thou hast per- 
mitted this child to enter into the covenant of our father Abra- 
ham, grant also that he may enter into thy law, into the mar- 
riage-state, and into good works." Selumiel then laid his 
hand upon the cliild's head, and asked the father what its 
name should be. The father, in honor of the guests fiom 
Egypt, who were then present, replied, ** His name shall be 
called Mizraim." The grandfather, then prayed, *♦ O Lord 
our God, God of our fathers, strengthen this child and pre- 
serve him to his parents. His name shall be called in Israel, 
Mizraim, son of Abisuab, the son of Selumiel." 

The boy was then carried back to his mother, and all who 
were present congratulated the father and the grandfather. 
Selumiel invited them to the inner court, where they partook 
of refreshments and remained till afternoon, when a splendid 
banquet was served up, consisting of everything which one 
of the wealthiest citizens of Jericho could collect for such 
an occasion. Two oxen, twenty lambs, and twelve fatted 
calves were killed ; for the master of the feast was thought 
to show his wealth and his hospitality by the unexpected 
abundance of every kind of food that was produced. Every 
guest found in the fore-court a splendid caflan, which he put 
on for the feast, and deposited there again on his departure. 
These garments were always in readiness to be woni on festive 
occasions, and their number and costliness was one of the sur- 
est pledges of the master's wealth. The guests, afler their feet 
had been washed, were anointed with costly ointment, and 
when they took their leave they were perfumed, especially 
the beard. 

Sulamith and her mother did not appear today, but confin- 
ed themselves to the chamber of Abisuab's wife, and celebrate 
19 
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ed the festii^lil there. Helen had aeeo S^ukmith only onee 
and in passing on the preceding day, but her image had. re- 
mained involuntarily imprinted upon his mind. In the tjMst 
of the lively conversation which p^issed at the banquet, the 
proverbs which were quoted and the riddles which were pro- 
pounded, she was always present to his thoughts, and so ani- 
mated the powers of his mind, that his eloquence and ingenu- 
ity drew on him the attention of all. When he laid himself 
down on the divan beside his uncle, he could not sleep nor 
rest, and to calm the tumult of his breast he arose, and passing 
through the courts, ascended the Alijah, and there, kneeling, 
prayed to the God of his fathers, ^ut his prayer partook of 
the genevel state of his feelings ; unable to collect his thoughts 
sufficiently for meditation, he could only pour out before Je- 
hovah the fulness of a grateful heart. 

It was just beginning to dawn when he lefl the Alijah, and 
walked up and down upon the roof. The stars were dim ; 
the hills of Mx>ab lay in darkness, and the Dead Sea waa 
wrapt in vapor, but on the summits of the hills of Judnh the 
first distant beam of light appeared to break. *' What are 
they doing now in the temple?" he asked himselfj "P^i'^^P^ 
they are changing the watch, or clearing the altar, or opening 
the gates that Israel may come up and appear before Jehovah» 
And how is the venerable old man of the temple employed?" 
He remembered with gratitude how much light he had deriv- 
ed from his conversations with him, and then the warning 
recurred to his mind which he had received from him. He, 
now fully comprehended its meaning. In the journey 
through the desert, in the visit to the Essenes^ in the discourse 
of Elisama and Selumiel, and the conversation of the priests 
at the banquet, he had found abundant proofs of the truth of 
the old man's assertions respecting the parties by which Israel 
wa» distracted. He grieved to think that the highest and the 
noblest in Israel were arrayed against each other in hostile 
seQts ; that simplicity of faith and purity of life lyere so little 
honored, and heathen philosophy, in a Jewish garb, exalted to 
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the throne. << Should the Messiah come," said he, <* I verily 
believe that, after having disputed about his claims, they 
would finish by all rejecting him. The priests themselves 
descend from their dignity, as the appointed conservators 
of divine knowledge, to the wranglings of human philosophy, 
and the light of heavenly truth, which they should transmit 
pure and direct, is absorbed or diverted by the gross medium 
through which it passes ; and thus this unhappy land, so 
awfully chastised by the justice of God, so graciously received 
back to favor by his mercy, is deprived of the bliss which 
Providence designed for it. Who could have believed,* he 
continued, " when a few weeks ago I approached Jerusalem, 
when I saw for the first time the temple and the priests, and 
all my wish was to be enrolled among them and to dwell on, 
the hill which Jehovah has chosen for his peculiar presence, 
who could have believed that so short a time would have 
made^every thing appear to me so tame and common ? Is the 
fault my own, that I pass too easily from the one extreme to 
the other ; or am I disappointed, that, instead of a perpetual 
ministration before Jehovah, I am only called at long intervals 
and for a short time to appeiar in his temple ? Yet surely even 
this might be sufficient to keep alive my zeal, were it not that 
the moment he quits the temple the dreams of Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and Essenes again take possession of the mind 
of a priest, and seduce him into transgressions of the law. 
What hope then, under such circumstances, of becoming a 
Chasidean ? .There was another priesthood of which Elisama 
spoke, as we stood together at the foot ofthat pointed hill. O 
that I could be but assured that I wus not mistaken in the mean- 
ing of his often repeated hints !" As he 8|>oke his face turned 
involuntarily towards the Armon. Some one came behind 
him and touched him on the shoulder ; it was Elisama. He 
started, as if it were |)ossible that he might have heard his 
soliloquy, and could scarcely return his uncle's salutation. 
^ I am giad," said Elisama, with a serious look, ^ to find you 
here alone : for some days post I have wished for an opportu- 
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iiity of speaking, to you alone on importaDt matters. Let cto 
go into the Alijah, we shall be most secure there from the 
tlanger of interruption. 

*< When we left Egypt it was all thy wish to see the land of 
thy fathers ; thy mother had another wish. Thou art of that 
age when the youth of Israel take to themselves wives. 
Doubtless we are all agreed in this» that thy wife should not 
come from any Hellenistic family. Among the Aramaean 
Jews of Alexandria, there was none with whom so near a 
connexion would have been honorable fpr us. Besides, it is 
tby^mother's wish that her daughter-in-law should be, as site 
herself was, a native of the Holy Land. 1 have been occu- 
pied in looking around for a wife for thee. Whatsayest thou 
to Sulamith,the daughter of Selumiel ?** 

Helon fell at his uncle's feet, and embracing his knees, ex- 
claimed, " is it possible? Ah ! give me Sulamith!'' 

^ Rise," said Elisama. f* May Jehovah bless you both ! I 
have already settled the conditions with Selumiel in Jerusa- 
lem, and we kept silence, only that we might see whether 
Sulamith would please you. He wished to have a priest for 
a son-in-law, and one who should not come empty-handed.** 

^ O give my whole fortune, if he demands it," said Heion. 

** At this moment he is speaking with Sulamith." Looking 
throught the lattice of the Alijah, ho saw Selumiel passing 
along the court, and called to him to come up to them. He 
came and Helon fell before him on his face. 

" I know enough," said he, "I will call my wife and daugh- 
ter — follow me to the large saloon of the Armon." 

He led them from the Alijah through the outer and inner 
court to the Armon, which no foot of a male stranger had 
ever trodden before. He left them standing in the richly 
adorned saloon, and went to call Sulamhh and her mother. 
They came with him, and the brother also made his appear* 
ance. The mother was in tearsr: Sulamith stood with her 
face completely veiled. Elisama then came forward and 
said, ** If ye will deal kindly and truly with my nephew He* 
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lol^ leUme/and givefaim this your daughter Salamithto 
Wife i and if not, tell me that I may turn to the right hand or 
to the leüy* Then Seluuiiel and Abisuab anawered, <» The 
thing iMoceedeth from the Lord, therefore we cannot speak 
unto thee bad or good. Behold Sulamith is before thee ; 
take her and go thy way, that she may be the wife of thy 
nephew Helen.** Elisama and Helon bowed themselves to 
the earth ; and Elisama said, ^ I will pay thee for thy daugh- 
ter ten thousand shekelsj* " I will give them to her for her 
dowry," said Seluroiel, ^ and add to them ten thousand more.** 
Then Selumiel, turning to Sulamith, said, ^ Wilt thou go with 
this man into the land of Egypt, or remain with him in Jeri- 
cho, as Jehovah shall appoint ?'* Sulamith, sobbing, answer- 
ed, " Yea." Then the mother led her daughter to Helon, whose 
Joy was without bounds; she bowed down before him, and 
he took her by the hand and raised her up. The father, the 
mother^ and the brother of the bride, along with Elisama, 
then drew near to them, and blessed them both, and said, 
" May ye grow and multiply a thousand times, and may your 
seed possess the gate of your enemies!" 

The company which had assembled on the preceding day 
was again invited, and Selumiel said to his astonished guests, 
<* Rejoice with me, my friends, and bless the God of our 
fathers. I have received from Jehovah two children, a grand- 
son and a son-in-law." 

Elisama remained in SelumiePs house. Helon, so pro- 
priety required, took up bis abode in a neighboring house ; 
but through the day be was chiefly in the Armon of his 
Sulamith. The more intimately he became acquainted with 
her, the higher his love and admiration rose. Every day dis. 
covered to him some new excellence, her deep piety, her 
gentle temper, her quick sensibility, her sound understanding, 
and playful, harmless wit. , In whatever occupation he had 
seen her, whatever had been the subject of their conversation, 
be always returned home at evening more grateful to God. 

* Gen. zxiv. 49. 
19» 
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Tlie sabbath and the new moon, all the solemnities of reli> 
gioD had become more interesting to him, -and bis confidence 
revived, that with such a daughter of Israel by his side, he 
should be able to keep the whole law, and perhaps even be- 
.come a Chasidean. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

THE FEAST OF PENTECOST. 

The feast of Pentecost drew near. It derived this name, 
which is Greek, and its Jewish name of the Feast of Weeks,* 
from the circumstance that seven weeks or fifty days elapsed 
between it and the day after the Passover, on which the first- 
fruits of barley were offered, so that it was the fiftieth day 
from that time. It fell on the sixth day of the third month 
Si van, and the days between the ofiering of the sheaf and 
it were solemnly reckoned every evening, at the time of 
supper. The master of the house, rising up with the rest of 
the company, said, *^ Blessed be thou, O Lord our Grod, king of 
the world, who hast sanctified us with thy precepts, and com- 
manded us to count the days of harvest," adding, this is the 
fifth day, or one week, and the third day, and so on. In this 
way they thought that they were fulfilling the command of 
the law, " Seven weeks shall ye reckon ; begin to reckon the 
seven weeks from the time when thou beginnest to put the 
sickle to the corn ; and thou shalt keep the Feast of Weeks 
to the Lord thy God.''t 

Helon wished, in virtue of his priestly office, to travel to 
Jerusalem ; Abisuab and his wifb were going up to present 
their new-born child before Jehovah ; Sulamith was glad to 
join herself to her brother and sister-in-law ; and Selumiel 
and Elisama had to comply with the law, which enjoins that 

* E»od. xxxiv. M. f Dcut. »vi. 9. 
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all males should appear, thrice io the year, at each of the 
great festiväls before Jehovah. The preparations were 
already made, and the day of the pilgrimage was very near. 

On the fortyseventh day Helen was sitting with Sulamith 
beside the fountain in the inner court of the Armon. They 
were conversing on the office of the priest : Sulamith ex- 
pressed her joy in the thought that she should see her be- 
trothed husband ministering at the altar of Jehovah ; and He- 
Ion declared what increased delight he should have in every 
service, when he reflected that the eyes of his Sulamith ac- 
companied him from place to place. As they conversed thus 
together, the well-known sound of cymbal and flute was 
heard, accompanied by more than a thogsand human voices. 
^* It is the Galileans going up to the festival," said Sulamith, 
listening as the sacred sounds seemed to descend from heaven 
into the court where they were sitting. Helen hastened forth 
to greet them, although Samaria was destroyed, they still 
took their ancient road by Bethabara and Jericho, in prefer- 
ence to that by Sichem, especially as in the former track 
their train was swollen by accessions from every village 
through which they passed. They were now about to pass 
through Jericho, and to encamp at the western gate. Wel- 
comes and greetings met them from every house. 

On the following morning, when the pilgrims from Jericho 
were going to unite with them, the long-standing hatred 
between the Jews and the Galileans displayed itself. The 
Galileans, who occupied the country which had formerly 
made a part of the kingdom of Israel, had adopted many 
customs from the heathen among whom they lived ; inhabit- 
ing a fertile region, they lived in the possession of many 
physical comforts, but neglected the cultivation of literature 
and knowledge, and their uncouth pronunciation,* by which 
the guttural letters were confounded, bore witness to the low 
state of refinement among them. Their Jewish brethren 

*** Thou art a Galilean, and tby speech agreeth thereto."— -Mark 
xiv. 70. 
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^* ti,oirte4rv«« ^ OalilewiB of «ip«- 

^ji.tMMK»/**«/^''^^^ cume togetlMr without «ine 
^ vr«a't'>f «fl** **!2Liit düspute was about precedeooe in th)B 
^gplptioo. ^**J^ ^jerkho ckdined it, as geauine lews 
^itficJi. T**^*^ a civ ®^ priests, reproaching the Gafileaiis 
*^ 'hfir toicestorB ware only liie common people of the land, 
^^hflhiod when the great and noble werecanried into cap- 
.. The men of Jericho at length prevailed : Seknniety as 
^i^T^ the city, led the march with the heads of the couraes 
% pjieflcs ; the Levites struck up their music, and all the peo- 
ple sung together. 

The city whose foundation i« in the holy mountains, 

The gates of Zion, Jehovah loves 

More than all the dwellings of Jaeol^- 

Olorious is it to speak jof thee 

O City of God! 

Of Zion it is said, 

Thu and that man was bom in her. 

He, the Most Higfabuildeth her. 

When God reckoned up the people 

He wrote, This man was bom there. «^Ps. Ixucvii. 

Thus the train quitted the smiling fields of Jericho, and 
entered the wilderness, which they crossed by a nearer way 
than that which led by the Oasis of the £ssenes. By mid- 
day they had reached a verdant spot, shaded with palm-trees, 
and encamping beneath them, opened their wallets, and dis- 
tributing their provisions, endeavored to exhilarate themselves 
amidst the desolation which surrounded them. Sulamith, 
sitting between her father and her bridegroom, had taken her 
sister's first-born firom her arms and playfully placed it on 
her lap, when a Galilean approached them and asked Selu- 
miel, if Elisama and Helon from Alexandria were with him. 
Selumiel having pointed them out to him, he informed them 
that he was charged with the salutations of a young Greek of 
Alexandria, of the name of Myron, whom he had recently 
seen in his visit to Daroascua Myron had commissioned 
him at the same time to say that his af&irs would not allow 
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faim to come to Jerusalem at Pentecost. He regretted that he 
must thus lose their society on his return to Egypt, which 
had been a source of so much pleasure to him on his journey 
thence. If, however, they could wait, he requested to be 
informed by this Galilean, who was about to return to Damas* 
cus immediately after the feast. 

" A fair opportunity," said Selumiel'sson, " for you, Helon, 
to meet him in the north, of Judea, and bring him to the fes« 
tivities of the marriage ; while you at the same time visit that 
part of the Holy Land which you have not seen. I know what 
you are going to object t- but while preparations for the nup- 
tials are going on, no one can be more easily spared,, even by 
the bride, than the bridegroom.'' Selumiel agreed ; and not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of Helen and Sulamith, it was 
finally arranged that the Galilean should carry back word to 
Damascus, that Helen would meet Myron, in three weeks' 
time, at Dan, the frontier town of Judea on the north. 

The pilgrims resumed their march, the desert was soon 
left behind, and Bethany with its gardens and olive-yards ap- 
peared« The train ascended the mount of Olives and 
wound along its western descent, among the cedars in the 
valley of Jehoshaphat. The temple, which was seen from 
this side under its most imposing aspect, was brightening with 
the glow of sunset ; and the whole city, with its hollows and 
eminences, and the white tents which in some places were 
erected, and in others erecting, partook of the illumination of 
the evening lights. Companies of pilgrims hastened from all 
sides to the city, but none drew the attention of the specta> 
tors more than that which was descending the mount of Olives. 

Selumiel and his party were received with undiminish- 
ed hospitality into the house of Iddo, who poured out his 
hearty congratulations to Sulamith and Helen, telling the 
latter that from the time when he bad first seen him« he had 
anticipated that they should be more nearly related. 

When the Viendly greetings and oompliments were con* 
eluded, they repaired to supper, and Iddo counted the fiOift 
eighth day from the ofiTering of the first-fruits. 
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The fbllowiog day was tbe preparation for Pentecost, and 
was passed in bathing, cutting off the hair, and other purify* 
ings. An hour afler the evening-sacrifice Helon went up to 
the' temple and knocked at the door of the old man's cell. 
'* Welcome to A zereth !^, he exclaimed, as Helon entered. 
Azeretb, or Day of Assembly, was the name given to the day 
of Pentecost as well as to the seventh of the Passover, and 
to the eighth of the Feast of Tabernacles. ** Give us thy 
blessing," said Helon; and as be knelt down the old man 
stretched out his hands upon his head and blessed him. 
Helon then asked him to explain the design of the feast which 
Wiis about to commence. " As,** said be, " when the first barley 
sheaf was offered, we prayed to Jehovah for his blessing upon 
the harvest, so now that both the barley and the wheat are 
gathered in, we thank him that he has given us the early and 
the later rain, and dew from heaven, and the appointed weeks 
of harvest. Thus the Pentecost is a harvest feast ; but it is 
also a commemoration of the giving of the law : for it was 
on this fiftieth day, the sixth after Israel's arrival in the wU- 
dei:ness of Sinai, and the third after the purification of the 
people, that Moses led them out of the camp to meet Jehovah, 
and to receive the law amidst the thundering and lightning, 
and the sound of the trumpet But pray to God that he 
would disclose to thee the sublimer meaning whicb lies 
hidden under these more obvious purposes. Bethink thee of 
that approaching time, when all the gifts of Jehovah shall be 
poured out upon his kingdom on earth, when all prayers shall 
be granted, and the law shall be universally known and kept 
in its purest and most spiritual sense. Let this thought guide 
thy devotions at the feast. And now, if tliou art pure, go to 
the evening sacrifice. Hark! the trumpet announces that 
the Pentecost is about to begin." 

Helon departed, was present at tbe evening sacrifice, and 
remained in the temple through the night with all the priests 
who had assembled at Jerusalem for the festival. On the 
following day the principal duty (ell to the course whose weak 
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was just begioDJOg ; but there was so much to be dooe beyond 
the common offices, that they needed the aid of tlie others. 
The dissensions of the Pharisees and Sadducees were more 
▼isible than ever, and ceased not even in the temple and on 
the holy night. 

The gates were opened, and among the rest who filled the 
courts before the crowing of the cock, Iddo, Selumiel, Abi- 
suab, and Elisama presented their victims to the priests ; and 
Sularaith with the wife of Iddo and her own sister-in-law 
were in the court of the Women. The ordinary morning- 
sacrifice was first offered, then the special offering of the 
festival, consisting of seven lambs of the first year, a young 
bullock and two rams for a burnt-offering, a goat for a sin- 
offering, and two yearling sheep for a thank-offering. The 
difiference between the ofierings on this occasion and at the 
Passover was, that there were then two bullocks and one ram 
offered, and now two rams and one bullock.* When the 
drink-offering was poured out, the priests blew upon their 
pillars, the Levites sung on the fifteen steps, and the whole 
congregation sun^; the great Hallel. 

Now came the special offering of the Pentecost It con- 
sisted of two loaves and a tenth of an ephah of fine wheat 
flour, the first-fruits of the harvest, which a priest had waved 
before Jehovah towards all the four winds of heaven, in the 
open space between the altar and the sanctuary. When this 
offering had been presented to Jehovah, the sacrifices of in- 
dividuals began. Selumiel, his son, and Elisama, brought 
their noble victims ; thousands followed them, and among 
the rest, Uelon offered his thank-offering, and paid to the 
Lord the vow which he had formed in the happy hour of 
his betrothment. SelumiePs son offered for the purification 
of his wife, as it chanced to be the fortieth day from her 
delivery, a lamb of the first year as a burnt-ofifering and a 
turtle-dove as a sin-offering. She prayed while they were 
slain, and a priest, bringing the blood of the sin-ofifering in a 

* Lev. zxiii. 18. 
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dish, sprinkled her with it, and thus she became clean. She 
had brought her first-born in her arm, and presented him 
. before Jehovah ; and her husband redeemed him according 
to the law by the payment of five shekels.* For thus aaid 
Jehovah, " Behold I have taken the Levites unto myself 
among the children of Israel, instead of all the first-born ; 
therefore the Levites shall be mine. For the first-born are 
mine, since the time when 1 slew all the first-born in Egypt : 
then did I set apart all the first-bom in Israel, both of man 
and beast, that they should be mine. I am Jehovah.^'t 

When all these were ended, and the blessing given to the 
people in the name of Jehovah, Iddo, with the assistance of 
his own slaves and of Sallu, presented his own thank-ofifering. 
The wife of Abisuab, Sulamitb, and the wife of Iddo, partook 
of the feast which the sacrifice furnished in one of the apart- 
ments in the temple, and in addition to them some priests 
and Levites who had heen bidden. Helon, once more in the ' 
temple, in sight of the crowds of worshippers who poured in 
streams along its courts, within hearing of the solemn sound 
of the temple music, surrounded by all the circumstances 
which made this consecrated spot a little world within itself; 
and seated by his Sulamitb, forgot his native country £gypt, 
his longings for his mother and his home, and nothing occu- 
pied his thoughts, but the wish to live in the Holy Land as a 
priest of Jehovah, and to endeavor to fulfill the law, with all 
his soul, and with all his mind, and with all his strength. 
The Feast of Pentecost lasted only one day. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

THE JOURNEY TO DAN. 

Oif the day which followed the feast of Pentecost, Helon 
stood upon the highest of the three sumiuits of the mount of 
Olive«, and with « heavy heart and weeping eyes watched 
the tmin of the pilgrims from Jericho, as tiiey disappeared 
among the gfx>ve8 and .gardens of Bethany, and listened to 
their songs, in which the voice of Sulamith seemed to warMe 
to him a farewell, full of affection and regret. It had cost 
him many a struggle, to resolve to undertake this journey to 
Dan r^ but Selumiel had determined to put his sel^command 
to this proof, and Helon was forced to comply. There was 
a certain hardness in SelumiePs natural disposition, which 
the influence of an amiable wife had not entirely mollified ; 
he had been compelled in his youth to practise much self- 
denial and hear many mortifications, and he could not deny 
himself the pleasure of making even those he loved undergo 
a similar discipline, persuading himself perhaps that he was 
improving their tempers, while he was indulging his own. 
*^ The path of obedience is arduous aud rough,'' said Helon « 
with a sigh, as he turned from where the Jordan wound its ' 
way through the meadows of Jericho, to the northern hills of 
Ebal and Gerizim,over which his destined journey lay ; « the 
path of obedience is rough, but it shall be trodden." He 
caUed to mind the first commandment with promise, and he 
thought that When he had made this sacrifice to the sense of 
duty, he should be able, without difficulty, to fulfil the rest of 
the commandments, and become a Chasidean. Ambition- 
came to the aid of virtue, and he returned towards the city, 
resolved, though not satisfied. 

On the^ following morning he took bis departure, in com- 
pany with the Governor of Samaria, whom Hyrcanus had 
90 
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just appointed, end some Galilean Jews, who preferred re« 
turning into their own country by the nearer way. Iddo 
aceompanied bis friend as far as the gate of Ephraim. The 
travellers were mounted, and attended by such a train as 
became the rank of the principal person in the party. They, 
entered the King's valley, and directed their course between 
Mizpa and Nob towards Geba, which lay not far from Ranon, 
the city where Samuel judged,* called in latter times Arima« 
thea« The road was stony ; the conversation of the party 
turned wholly on worldly topics. This Geba is also^caUed 
Geba of Benjamin, to distinguish it from another of the same 
name : it was celebrated for David's, victory over the Phiiis* 
tines.f It lay on a rising ground, six sabbath-day's journeys 
from Jerusalem, and was one of the cities of the prie8ts4 As 
they had been late in quitting Jerusalem, they halted here for 
their rest at noon, and as most of the party were disposed to 
consult their own ease, they remained till late in tlie afternoon. 
The road to Mishmash was more steep and rocky than that 
which they had travelled. Here they had to traverse a defile, 
between two abrupt and rugged rocks, in the nK>untain8 of 
Ephraim, forming a pass which had been rendered celebrated 
by the exploits of Jonathan in Saul's first expedition against 
the Phtlistines,§ and by the residence of the Maccabee prince 
Jonath«n.|| They halte<l for the night at Bethel, a place of 
which the name often occurs iu the sacred writings. This 
city was sixteen sabbath-day's journeys from Jerusalem, and 
Uelon called to mind that from the mulberry-trees in its 
neighborhood it had been named Liiz, when Abraham dwelt 
there ; that Jacob here saw the vision of the ladder on which 
the angels ascended and descended, and that rising upon the 
following morning he built an altar to Jehovaii, and called 
the name of the place BetheUIT The ark of the covenant 
had long stood here ; and it was here too, alat^, that Jeroboam 
had set up the worship of the golden calves which he had 
learnt in Egypt, causing Israel to sin.** ^ The prophets so 

• 1 Sam. vii. 17. t S Sam. v. 25. 1 1 Chron. vi. 60. 
^ 1 San. xiv. 4. 1 1 Mar. iz. 73. T Gen. xxviti. 19. *'* 1 Kings zii. 39. 
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tn^ch abhorred its idolatries that they tshanged its name into 
Beihaven, pUue of unworikinesa ; and to go to Bethel, came 
to signify the same tiling as to apostatize from Jehovah to 
idolatry.* 

On the following morning, instead of taking the usual road 
by Lebona and Gophna, they went by Shiloh, where the gov- 
ernor had business. Shiloh was the lirst town in Samaria, 
and peculiarly interesting to Helen, from the circumstance 
that Joshua came thither from Gilgal,f and that the taberna- 
cle had long stood there. It was very pleasantly situated on 
a hill, whence the mountains i>oth of Judah and Ephraim 
might be seen. For nearly three hundred years it was the 
place in which the tribes assembled, till the tabernacle was 
removed to N0I4 And Bethel ; afterwards by Saul to Gibeon ;§ 
and finally by David to Jerusalem. It was here that in the 
times of the Judges the maidens were carried off by vio- 
lence;! here Eli had fallen from his scat, at the news of the 
ciipture of the ark by the Philistines.ir After the mid-day 
rest at Shiloh, the governor hastened to his residence at 
Sichern, which was sixteen sabbath-day's journeys from 
ShUoh, thirtysix from Bethel, and more than fif^ from Jeru- 
salem« 

Iddo ^ad strongly recommended Helon to the good offices 
of the governor, who, to do honor to the recommendation» 
invited him to take up his abode in his own house, which 
displayed every luxury of furniture, and a numerous train 
of servants. The pompous condescension, the free life and 
licentious conversation of the governor, who was a Jew by 
birth, but a Samaritan in sensuality and worldly mindedneas, 
were so displeasing to Helon, that he would instantly have 
departed ; but his host would not allow him to go without 
passing a few days with him. He endeavored to console 
himself by exploring every object of interest in Uie neigh- 
borhood, for which purpose the governor furnished him with 
attendants and guides. 

* Hos. z. 6 *, Amos iv. 4. tioih. jnriii. I. M ^hun* xn. 1. 
( 2 Ghroo. i. 3. | Jadgcs zzi. 16. f 1 Sam . iv. 18. 
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Sichern .4ay in 41 phia, pr to «peak more accurately, m a 
valley, whicii exteoded to the east and west. On the north- 
ern and southern sides of the long line of the city rose the 
two mountains, Ebal and Gerizim, separated by so smalt an 
interval, that the voice roi^ht be heard from the summit o^ 
the one to the summit of the other. , Thus sheltered firom 
the pernicious winds of the northwest and southwest, it lay 
stretched out in picturesque beauty, at the feet of the gigan- 
tic guards that seemed stationed for its protection. It was 
half a sabbath-day's journey in length, but so narrow, that it 
consisted only of two parallel streets, with an open space 
between them. The fruitful plain into which the valley 
expanded was watered by several mountain streams, and 
diversified by vineyards and olive-yards, plantations of mul- 
berries, and orchards of figs, citrons, and pomegranateis. 
About a sabbath-day's journey from the city on the road to 
Jerusalem, was the weU of Jacob, situated in the field or plain 
which Jacob had purchased from the children of Hamor.* 
The well is nine feet in diameter, and a hundred deep, with 
five feet of water. It was cut in the rock, and ^a flight of 
steps descended to the water. In the midst of this lovely 
plain stood the grove of Moreh.f 

From every part of the plain» Sichern and its hills of Ebä\ 
and Gerizim were seen. The city seemed more closely 
connected with Gerizim which lay on the south, than with 
£bal on the north. Gerizim was fruitful, abounding in 
springs and covered with vines and olives ; its principal face 
being turned to the north, it escaped that parching heat which 
made Ebal scorched and bare. The latter, on the side ac- 
cent to the city was full of caverns, which served the inhab- 
itants as sepulchres. 

The natural beauties of this exquisite scene were combined 
with a multitude of historical associations. The grove oi 
Moreh bad been the first resting-place of Abraham, when he 
entered the land of Promise. Jacob had dug the well, puis 

• Geo. zxziii. 19 ; Joflb. zziv. 31 . i Gem xit, 6. 
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chased the plain, and buried tbei iidols of his wives beneath 
the terebinth>~ The outrage committed by his sons Simeon 
and Levi had compelled him to retire to Bethel, through fear 
of the men of Sichem.f Joshua had called the tribes togeth- 
er for the last time to this place,| and had caused a stone to 
be erected on Ebal, as a memorial of the renewal of the cov- 
enant with Jehovah. It was Sichem which proclaimed 
Abinielech king, aAer he had murdered his seventy brethren ; 
it had also been the first to revolt fi*om him, iu consequence 
6^ which it was destroyed and sowed with salt;§ At Sichem 
the schism between Israel and Judah was consummated, and 
Jeroboam made it the metropolis of the new kingdom. || 
After the erection of the temple on Gerizim, which Hyrcanus 
had destroyed, Sichem had been for three hundred years the 
chief seat of the Samaritan idolatry. 

Helon dismissed his guides as soon as they had ])ointed out 
tahim the particular spots, and every morning, wandered 
alone for several hours over the neighborhood. Now he 
lingered beside the well of Jacob, or traversed the äeld of 
the patriarch, or rested in the grove of Moreh ; now, from 
the lofly side of Ebal or Gerizim, beheld the whole landscape 
spread at his feet His hours flowed on without bis being 
conscious of their lapse, while, in the dreams of thought, he 
pictured to himself his approaching happiaess, not without a 
secret feeling of pride in his virtuous resolution, in having 
quitted Sulamith for a time, in compliance with her father's 
comniand. He returned unwillingly towards evemng, to take 
his place among the guests at the luxurious table of the gov- 
ernor, and hear their heartless jests. 

Once, however, during his rambles, be found the governor's 
protection of great importance to him. He had joined some 
Samaritans wbo had laid themselves down in the shade of 
some olivep on the sloping side of Gerizim, and were conr 
versing about their temple and their worship, the rites of 

* Gen. XXXV, 4. f G«ii. xvzi v. t J<mUi* *^^* 1* 
f Judges ix. 1 1 KiofS icii. 25. 
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which were still celebrated mnidst its ruins. They reviled 
Hyrcanus and his sons, and exalted the memory of Saoballat 
andManasseh. This was more than.Helon could endure. 
He started up and exclaimed, ".Where is your temple? 
When Moses commanded that on the entrance of the tribes 
into the promised land, one half should stand on Kbal to 
curse the ungodly, and the other half on Grerizim to bless the 
godly, (as was done under Joshua,} he said * When ye go 
over the Jordan ye shall raise up stones upon mount Elbal, 
and plaster them with lime, and there build an altar of stones 
to Jehovah your God.'* And ye, contrary to the express 
command of God; have built a temple upon Gerizim !" 

The Samaritans arose, and in violent anger exclaimed, 
" Thou art a Jew, one of those who through hatred against 
us have corrupted the law, have effaced the name of Gerizim, 
and inserted that of £bal/' 

" It is false,^' said Melon. 

"We alone possess the genuine law,^" exclaimed the 
Samaritans. " And ye have the curse," replied Helon with 
equal emotion. 

The dialogue was growing so warm, that llelon miglit pro- 
bably have suffered some personal violence from them, had 
not the officers of justice made their appearance, who car- 
ried them all before the governor. He speedily decided the 
matter, dismissed the Samaritans with scorn — giving Helon 
at the same time many sarcastic admonitions, to control his 
zeal and enthusiasm more carefully in future. At the even- 
ing's banquet he had again to endure his raillery ; and vrheu 
he was alone he could not help exclanning, " Well may 
Sichem be called in Judea Sichary for it is in truth the place of 
drunkenness and lies !" 

On the fbllowing morning he took his departure. The 
governor politely gave him ah escort as far as Samaria ; fear- 
ing, as he said, that he should expose himself to the same 
dangers as on mount Gerizim. Helon accepted the offer, 

* D^vL XZVÜ. 4 ; Joshua vjii. 90. 
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but shook off the dust of Sichern from his feet when he 
quitted it. 

Samaria was in the former territory of üie tribe of Manas- 
sefa. Omri, the sixth king of Israel, and the father of Ahab, 
built it, and caHed it aüer Samer, the possessor of the grounds* ^ 
Thirza, which had before been the royal residence, having 
been reduced to ashes, Samaria became the capital of the 
kingdom of Israel, and remained so till its destruction. At 
that time it was a league in circumference^ was called the 
head of Ephraim^ and contained a magnificent temple of 
Batal which Jezebel had erected.f It slighted the warnings 
of Elijah and Elisha, and was destroyed by 4he Assynan 
Salmanasser, after a siege of three years4 

At this time it wus a picture of desolation. The lofty hill 
on which it once stood, with a view towards Joppa, Carmel, 
and the Mediterranean sea, was covered with heaps of ruins 
and water-courses diverted from their channels. Its com- 
manding prospect only made it a more conspicuous monument 
of the yalor and the vengeance of the heroes of Judah and 
of the wickedness of its inhabitants. A second time the ])ro- 
phetic word of Hosea and Micah had received its accomplish- 
ment.§ Helen looked down at once with exultation and gra- 
titude to God upon the scattered huts in which the child- 
ren of Samaria were hiding themselves, while the sons of 
Jerusalem were praising Jehovah in their houses and their 
palaces. 

He dismissed the escort of the governor and pursued his 
way to Thirza, the limits of this day's journey. He had pro- 
posed to reach Megiddo, but his progress was arrested by a 
spectacle equally new and interesting ; a tribe of wandering 
shepherds^ who were making their annual migration from 
the plain of SharonJ to mount Hermon. They had been 
detained later than usual, fbr they commonly remove early in 
the spring. The flocks and herds led the way, behind them 

* 1 Kings xvi. 24. i} Kings xvi. 32. 

t2 Kings xrii. ö. $ Hös. viii^ ix, x.? Micah i. 6; 
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came camels laden with their tents, baggage, and poultry, 
and the young of the flocks, which as yet were too weak to 
accompany the mlu*ch. The women and children followed, 
mounted on other camels ; some of the females were spin- 
ning as they rode, others grinding in their hand-mills, others 
tending their infant children. The boys ran by the side of 
the camels, playing or' fightings Lances, from eight to ten 
feet in length, were everywhere seen above the heads of this 
tumultuous train ; and on all sides were heard the hoarse 
voices of the men who carried them, some of whom were 
endeavoring to maintain order, and others surrounded and 
protected the line of march. 

When they reached their ordinary place of encampment, 
a new scene began ; the sheep and goats laid themselves in 
the grass, the camels knelt down, the pouhry fleiv from their 
backs. In two hours the dark brown tents were erected. 
Helen made Sallu assist them, while he himself looked on 
and enjoyed the animated confusion of the scene. With 
trpright and cross poles a large tent of an oblong form was 
erected. The coverings. were of thick brown stuff made of 
goat's hair, and die door of the tent was nothing but a curtain 
of this cloth, which could be li(led up or drawn aside. In 
the middle was the tent of the chief of this nomadic tribe ; 
the rest were pitched around it, to the distance of thirty paces. 
Every one of the larger tents was divided into three parts by 
curtains ; in the outermost were the young and tender catde 
which required shelter, in the next the men, and in the inner- 
most the women. The mattreraes, pillows, and coverlets fi>r 
sleeping were laid in one corner ; the weapons were hung' on 
the sides of the tent ; carpets were spread upon the floozy a 
hole dug in the middle for the fire, and the few and simple 
articles of household furniture, wooden dishes, vessels of 
copper, a hand-mHl, and bottles of leather, easily fbund their 
appropriate place. 

Helen beheld, with admiration, the rapid erection of this 
movable town. The number of die tents was about thirty, 
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that of the men and women, above two hundiped, and the 
cattle amounted to some thousands. Always reminded of 
the past hy the present, he thought he saw the Rechabites, or 
' Israel journeying in the wilderness, or the pastoral wander- 
ings of Abraham and Jacob. ** How much more agreeable 
to nature, how much more favorable to virtue," thought he, 
^' is this- life of sin^ljcity and freedom, than the constraint 
and luxury of tbe governor's palace !" He laid himself 
down beside the well, and thought, <^ what would be wanting 
to the happiness or to the purity of life, if here, with Suia- 
mith, I could spend ray days, far from the cares and tbe 
temptations of the busy world !" 

The chief of the tribe received him and Saliu hospitably, 
with their horses and camels, and killed a calf for their enter- 
tainment, which the women prepared by roasting in small 
square pieces.' Milk, butter, and cheese formed the rest of 
their repast. At the first dawn of morning the whole 
encampment was in motion, to milk the cattle and lead them 
out to their pasture. Helen often cast his eyes towards the 
spot where a few scattered cottages marked the place on 
which the ruins of Thirza stood. Though the city had dis- 
appeared, the loveliness of the site still showed why Thirza 
had been to the Hebrews an emblem for beauty.* Baasha 
governed Israel from this hill, and Zimri the murderer of his 
son, after seven days' enjoyment of the fruits of his crime, 
consumed himself along with the royal palaccf ^ These,** 
said Helen, *^ are all passed away ; the capital and the king- 
dom are alike become a tradition ; yet the tribes of migrating 
shepherds still pursue the track which their forefathers kept 
in ages past!" 

About noon a small caravan of merchants arrived, which 
usually followed the shepherds.: they pitched their white 
tents, and spread their wares out around them. The shep« 
herds came and purchased what they warned, giving in ex< 
change skins, wool, goats' hair, cheese, and even catüe. 

* Caai. vi. 4. 1 1 Kiagfs, xv. xvi. 
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Helon purchased aome ornament», which he desigued to be a 
present to his hospitable entertainer. He remained some 
days among them, delighted beyond measure with their mode 
of life, and entering with the liveliest interest into all their 
oceupations. He helped the shepherds to water their flocks 
from the well, played with the children, and related stories in 
the evening, when they gathered with their camels around 
the fire. 

Only a few days now remained to the time when he was 
to meet Myron at Dan. After taking a friendly leave, he 
directed his course to Megiddo, which lies between the fra- 
grant plain of Sharon on the south, end the great plain of 
Jezreel on the north. . Megiddo is celebrated for the battle in 
which the kings Ahaziah and Josiah were killed fighting 
iftgainst Neco, king of Egypt.* Helon had come hither to 
see the great route of the Phonician commerce, which pur- 
sued a course parallel to the sea. He passed Turris Stratonis, 
a small and now almost abandoned town, but possessed, as he 
remarked, of an incomparable harlior. Here he was a 
hundred stadia from Jerusalem. Keeping to the north from 
Turris Stratonis, he came to Dor, which is also on the soa- 
coast, and thence by Magdiel to the foot of Carmel. 

Carmel joins the plain of Sharon to the south, and the hills 
of Ephraim to the southeast ; and on the north the bay of 
Acco and the plain of Jezreel or Esdraelon, through which 
the Kishon runs, rising in mount Tabor, and falling into the 
sea at the foot of Carmel, after having divided the lands of 
Issachar and Zebulon. Helon ascended the mounttiin ; it is 
of great height, and has a wide and beautiful prospect both 
by land and sea. It is distinguished, as its name expresaes, 
by its fertility. Its very summit is crowned with pines and 
oaks; its lower regions abound with olives and laurels. 
Heloo, as he atood on it, thought with sacred awe of the 
victoiy which the worship of Jehovah had gained over that 
of Baaly through the energetic zeal of Elijah of Thisba, and 

«SKiagi, nüi*S9. 
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of the daughter of the priests of Baal, w.bich made Kiriion 
ruD purple to theiMsa.* As he descended, he found a molti- 
tttde of PhCBDician fishermen engaged in taking the shell-fisli 
from which their celebrated dye is made. There are two 
species of this fish ; one is caught by bait, the other, which 
is. particularly abundant on the shore of CarmeT, is gathered 
from the rocks. The dye is contained in a white vein or 
bladder in the neck ; the PhoBnicians made from it fourteen 
shades of purple, of which the most highly prized, the bright 
red and the violet, were manufacture«! with inimitable skill at 
Tyre. A shepherd's dog wliich had fed upon the fish, and 
had thus stained his mouth of a beautiful color, is said to 
hare furnished the first hint for this lucrative'article of com* 
merce.* 

Helen did not proceed from Carmel to Acco,f a Phoonician 
city on the river Belus, for he had resolved to entefr no 
heathen place on this journey, devoted to exploring the regions 
of the promised land. Leaving Carmel to the south, a high 
hill to the north, which bears the name of the Tyrian Climax, 
(or stair) and the hills of Gralilee on the east, he entered the 
plain of Zebulon. But he often turned to look on the kingly 
bead of Carmel, and to admire the structure of the hills- 
whicli form the Tyrian Climax, descending, as by a flight of 
steps, from their highest elevation to the level of the see. 
The city of Tyre lay behind these hills. 

Quitting Samaria, and entering Galijee, the pkiin of Zebu- 
lon brought him to Gathhepfaer, the birth-place of the pro- 
pliet Jonah *r and thence he proceeded through the land of 
Napthali to Thisba, where in ancient times the prophet Elijah, 
and more recently the pious TobitJ had been bom. But 
neither beautiful scenery jior the gratification of beholding 
the places where eminent men had lived, could eflhce from 
Helen's mind the painful feelings that every step which he 
took carried him further from Jericho. His pride in the con- 
pciouflDess of fulfilling a 4uty became less and leas able to 

» 1 Kmgg, xviii. f Judgei, i. 31. tTobil, i. 2. 
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support bim; hh thought he had carried his obedience a 
point too far, and was angry with Selumiel, Mritb Elisama,^- 
with himself/ He was therefore rejoiced when he saw in 
the distance Antilibanus, the southern branch of a chain of 
mountains, of which the other branch lay in Pbcenicia. This 
was consequently the boundary of the promised land. Its 
name, Lebanon, was derived from the whiteness of its rocks 
and peaks, especially from the perennial snow* which coy- 
ered the head of Hermon, its highest summit. The morning 
son was shining on its brilliant peak, as Helon crossed the 
lesser Jordan, and entered Dan, the frontier town of Judea 
on the north. He inquired his way to the caravansera, and 
just halted before it with his horses and camels when Myron 
came out and embraced him. 

Helon joyfully returned his salutation. *^ And you will be 
ready," said he, *^ tomorrow, to set ofiT for Jericho ?" 

MyrlH) burst into a laugh; ^ It is true, I see, what the 
Oalilean said, on his return, of the good fortune which has 
befallen you there. My own good star has brought me to be 
the witness of your nuptiala Receive my hearty congratula- 
tions. . How does my venerabje £iisama ? But our first care 
must be to give your beasts rest and shelter." 

The Grecian levity of Myron's manner was a ^ relief to 
Helon. They entered the court of the caravansera ; in the 
middle of it was a large cistern of water, from which the 
horses and camels drank ; the baggage was deposited in 
rooms behind the portico, and fodder for the beasts, with, a 
scanty supply for themselves, was to be purchased of the 
attendant in the caravansera. When these things were done, 
Myron and Helon seated themselves in a corner of the por- 
tico, where they should be most free from interruption, and 
Helon related to his friend his adventures since they sepa- 
rated. When his narrative was ended, Myron said, ^ After 
you left the caravan at Gaza, I had a melancholy life in the 
midst of my merchants, none of whom had a single thought 

* Jer. XV :ii. 14. 
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ID coiinnon with me. My freedom of speech was perpetimlly 
iovolviog me in disputes, out of which I sometimes found it 
difficult to extricate myself. I remember particularly at 
Jopp^"— . 

Helon interrupted him to say, that he had heard of the 
offence which he had given to a citizen of that place, and 
expressed his regret at Myron's want of caution. 

" There is no malice," said Myron, " in my j^easantries 5 
and for the rest be assured, that not one Greek in a hundred 
really feels sach veneration for your religion and your people 
as I do? When I had seen the singular Tyrian Climax, I 
bad a great curiosity to visit Tyre and Sidon. They Were 
the parents of Carthage, Thebes, Gades in Spain, and many 
other powerful colonies.- Arithmetic, astronomy, geography, 
navigation, were either invented by them, or at least taught 
by them to the Greeks. It was Hiram, king of Tyre, as you 
have told me, who built the eighth wonder of the world, the 
temple of your king Solomon, at Jeru^iilem. Even the great 
invention of alphabetical writing was probably made by 
them ; that of the purple dye is not disputed. There is some- 
thing too in the situation of Tyre, in the midst of the sea, 
obliged to supply by her own activity and ingenuity what a 
narrow and rocky country denied, which made me very 
desirous of seeing by what institutions she had been able 
to contend so successfully against natural disadvantages. 1 
found manufactures of glass and purple in full activity, 
docks crowded with ships, and markets full of silk> wool, 
cotton, ivory, ebony, and cedar, of all the precious and the 
useful metals, of wine and oil, of horses, dromedaries, and 
slaves : but the character of the inhabitants pleased me not: 
their sagacity is cunning ; their polish^ the vvant of force and 
individuality of character ; their pride, the ignoble pride of 
wealth. I did homage in my own mind to the wisdom of 
your lawgiver, who chose to form a nation of agriculturists, 
raUier than of merchants. 

^ How exactly," said Uelon, *^ does your account of the 
21 
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new Tyre agree with that which our pro|»het gives of the old. 
Shall I repeat you a part of it ?" 

*< I shall listen to it most willingly," said Myron. ** Since 
our separation I have wished to hear more of your psalms 
and prophets, though when we were together I was disposed 
to complain of excess rather than deficiency." 

<' Hear then," said Helen, " what Ezekiel spoke :" and he 
proceeded to quote at length the 27th chapter. 

^ A splendid, but not an exaggerated picture," said Myron, 
"of the commerce of Tyre. Yet with all its Juxury and 
splendor it was so little to my taste, that I left it and went 
to Damascus. But how, Helen, shall I describe to thee this 
eye of the east, this terrestrial Elysium ? Imagine the lovely 
plain, fruitful, well watered, full of trees and meadows, bor- 
dered on both sides by hills, but at a considerable distance; 
by Antilibaniis on the one hand, and the Arabian chain on 
the other. From AntiJibanus ascends a stream which is 
called Chrysorrhoas : on entering the plain it divides into three 
branches, of which the principal flows straight towards Da- 
mascus, and separating its amber waters into a multitude of 
little streams, refreshes every street of the city. Reupithig be- 
low the city with the other two branches, they all form a lake 
of great extent on the eastern verge of the plain. In the red 
soil of which this plain is composed, every variety of fraif- 
tree grows in greater perfection than elsewhere. The city 
itself is one of the oldest in the world. I had passed my 
time there most happily, and nothing would have drawn me 
from it so soon but your friendly invitation. I have been 
waiting here for you since yesterday." 

On the following morning early they left the caravansera, 
and turning from IIermon*s snowy peak, they passed between 
the hills of Antilibaniis, of which Hermon is only a parr, 
and bending eastward, came first to Paneas. It lies at the 
fbot of a hiU, which also belongs to Antilibanus; and the 
Jordan flows from caverns in the rock. They were wonder- 
ing at its copiousness, so near its apparent source, when an 
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lobabitaot of Paneas approaching said, *< Strangers, Üiis is 
not the real head of the Jordan. ^ It has already flowed six- 
teen. sabbath-day's journeys under the earth. At that distance, 
to the east of Paneas, is a little lake, calle<l from its form 
Pbiala, which is constantly receiving the influx of streams, 
yet, without any visible outlet, never overflows. The reason 
is, that its waters by a subterraneous channel pass to the hill 
of Paneas, and break forth there as the Jordan, which from 
this cause appear« of such magnitude at its source." They 
asked him how the existence of this subterraneous channel 
was known, and he told them that things which had been 
thrown into, the lake of Phiala had reappeared in the Jordan. 

From Paneas they foik>wed the course of the Jordan to 
the lake Merora,* called also Samochonitis. Before . it 
reaches this lake it receives the lesser Jordan, which rises 
near Dan ; and the Daphne, whose source is not far from the 
place where it issues from the rock. The lake Merom is ten 
sabbath-day's journeys long, and five broad, Bnd full of sedge 
and oozy water. In summer it is so much dried up, that 
only the brigfit line of the Jordan's current is visible; and 
lions, tigers, bears, and other wild animals, harbor in the reeds 
and bushes with which the rest is overgrown ; till, when the 
snow of Lebanon begins to melt, the Jordan overflows, and 
fills up the whole basin of the lake.f It was now full. Not 
being able, owing to the inundation, to take the nearest way 
to the lake of Genezareth, they struck into the desert, think- 
ing thas to reach Bethsaida, which was at the distance of 
sixteen sabbath-day's journeys» 

They had ridden a long time in the desert, under the burn- 
ing rays of the sun, and at last discovered that they had 
missed their way. Perceiving some living figures in the dis- 
tance, which they took for shepherds, |hey made towards 
them in hope of obtaining information. As they came nealrer 
to them the men warned them by gestures tolseepat a 
distance, with hoarse and broken voicea, and melapcholy 

*Joflh. xi. 6. jJet. xlix. 19; Bpe!es. zxix. 96 i Josh. tli. 15. 
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looks, uttering, tho words, Unclean, uoeleanE* "They are 
lepers," said Hdon, with a look of horror, and turning his 
horse's head, fled with precipitation, followed by the others. 

The huts in which these unhappy victims of a loathsome 
disease dwelt were hard by in the desert. As our travellers 
were hastening from the scene, they met the relations of the 
lepers, who dwelt in Bethsaida, and who were bringing them 
the food by which their miserable existence wirs to be pro- 
tracted. The lepers set down their vessels and retired oiit 
of sight ; the others then cnrae, placed provisions in them 
with the greatest caution, and carefully avoiding to touch 
them ; and then hastened away, as from the region of death. 
Father and mother, brother and sister, children and wife, all 
forsake the miserable leper ; scarcely will one of those who 
are clean venture to bid him peace from afar ; and when the 
provision is no longer fetched away^ they rejoice that his 
sufierings are terminated. 

These men bad been attacked by the elephantiasis^ the 
most virulent of all the kinds of leprosy. It is gradual in its 
approaches, a scaly scurf overspreading the body ; the nerv- 
ous system loses its sensibility, the touch grows duller and 
duller, till it is lost altogether. Little pain is felt by the 
afflicted person, but dejection and despondency take posses- 
sion of his mind. The breath becomes corrupt, swellings of 
the size of a nut are formed, and ulcers cover the body. The 
nails fall from the fingers and the toes ; in some cases these 
parts themselves drop off; the hair turns gray and fails ; all 
the joints become stiff; and yet, while the unhappy person 
becomes a burthen to himself and loathsome to all around 
him, he eats and drinks as usual. This terrible disease is not 
only in the highest degree contagious, but also hereditary, 
sometimes continuing in a family to the fourth generation. 
No wonder that it should be regarded as a judgment of God 
for some enormous crime. 

Heloii and his companions continued their hasty flight, till 

* Lev, xiii- 45. 



THE JOUBNET TO DAN. 345 

they reached the Jordan, which soon conducted them to 
Betbsaida, which stood at the place where it falls into the lake 
jof Genezareth. Bethiaida is almost wholly inhabited by 
fishermen, whom they found busily employed with the angle 
and the net. They called some of them, and were conveyed 
in one of their boats across the lake to Magdala. The lake 
pf Greaezareth, calletl also the lake of Chinnereth,* and the 
lake of Galilee, is twenty sabbath-day's journeys long, and 
six broad. Its waters abound in fish, and are so clear that 
the stones at the bottom can be seen. Aromatic bidrushes 
and reeds grow along the shores. The form of the lake is 
nearly oval, and it lies in a deep vale« which on the east and 
west is dosed in by high mountains, on the north and south 
expands into a plain. As Helon and Myron sailed on its 
transparent waters,.they.8aw first of all, on its western side, 
Capernaum, which, as its- name implies, was delightfully 
situated, between the lake and the hills; lower down to the 
east Chorazin, and a multitude of smaller places. The 
celebrated region of Decapolis lay on the eastern side, beyond 
the hills. 

Arrived at Magdel% they quitted their boat, and traced the 
shore as fiir as where the Jordan issues from the lake, crossed 
the river, and being joined by the slaves with the horses and 
camels, took the road to Tabor, which lies at the end of the 
plain of Jezreel, over against Carmel. Notwithstanding He- 
Ion's impatience, he could not pass so celebrated a mountain 
without a nearer examination, and Myron willingly came 
into his plans. 

This lofty hill rises out of the middle of the plain, wholly 
unconnected with any other. Its base is composed of ah 
a8h-cok>red stone, and as the upper part is covered with 
trees, it has the appearance of a lofty truncated cone. The 
ascent to the summit is nearly üve sabbath-day's jour- 
neys^ and on the top is a plain of about four in circumfeience. 
Wild animals and birds abound on it ; and Hosea alludes to 

* Josh. xiii. 27; Numb. xxnv. IV. 
21» 
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the fowling which was carried on here to a great extent.* 
Barak assemhled an army of 100,000 men on Tabor from 
Zebulon and Naphfliali, before be engaged with Sisera ;t a^d 
indeed a fitter position for a camp can scarcely be imagined. 
Helon and Myron were astonished at the extent of the view. 
The snowy peak of Hermon and the dark exhalations of the 
Dead Sea can both be discerned from it. *^ And there," ex- 
claimed Helon, transported with delight, "are the towers of 
Jericho!" The sea of Galilee, the Jordan and the Persea, 
spread themselves on the east; on the west the prospect 
reached to the Meditei^anean and to Carmel ; near which 
the Kishon, which rises in Tabor, falls into the sea; a small 
branch of it discharges itself into the lake of GalHce. Near 
Tabor, to the northwest, was Nazareth, situated on the slope 
of a hill and extending into a little valley, shut in on every 
side. To the south lay Endor, famed in the history of Saul ; 
and near to each other Sbunara,t the scene of Elisha's 
mjracle, and Jezreel, fifleen sabbath-day's joumeys from 
Samaria, on which was the vineyard of Naboth.§ From 
this place the whole plain derives the name of Jezreel, or 
Esdraelon. Further in the distance, a dark shade lowered 
on the hills of Gilboa. Helon called to mind the lamentation 
of David for Jonathan and Saul, who had been slain in battle 
here against the Philistines; and he repeated it to Myron, 
assuring him that he had never heard a more pathetic elegy. 

And David spoke this laiaentalion over Saul and over Jonathan his so;» 5 

" Is the pride of Israel fallen on thy high places 7 

So are the mighty fallen. 

O tell it not in Galh, 

Publish it not in the streets of Askelon, 

Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 

Lest the daughters of the uneircumcised triuiQph ! 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, 

No dew, no rain be on your field of slaughter I 

For there has the shield of the mighty been ihrown away, 

The shield of Saul, as though he had not been anointed with oH. 

* Hot. V, 1 . t Judg, iv. 12. X 2 Kings iv. ^ 1 Kings xxi. 
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From the blood of Uie slain, from the marrow of the mighty, 

The bow of Jonathan turned not back, 

The sword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and jileasant in their lives, 

And ia their death' they were not divided. 

They were swifler than eag^les, 

They were stronger than lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, weep for Saul ! ^ 

He clothes you no more in purple, 

Nor puts ornaments of gold on your apparel. 

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle ! 

O ! Jonathan', thou wast slain on thine high places ', 

I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan ; 

Very dear wast thou to me i ' 

Thy love to me was wonderful, surpassing the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen ! 

Hoyy are the weapons of war cast away I" 

Myron did justice to this pathetic elegy ; and they descend- 
ed Tabor together. 

.Their journey was now directed to Bethshan. or Scythop^- 
olis, the place at which the Galilean pUgritus were wont to 
cross the Jordan, in order to avoid the Satnaritans, by keep- 
ing on the other side as low down as Bethabara, where they 
crossed it again. The line from Dor on the Mediterranean 
to Bethshan formed the boundary between Samaria and 
Gallic^. Galilee contained two hundred larger and smaller 
towns, some of the latter having as many as 15,000 inhabit- 
ants. Agriculture, fishing, and pasturage, the ciilture ojf the 
vine and the olive, all were carried on with success in this 
country, which is diversified with hills and plains, both of 
them abounding in water. The inhabitants were character- 
ised by their love of freedom, though both their language 
and their manners were corrupted by their ^jreat intercouree 
with foreign nations. 

They qMitted Galilee at Bethshan, and crossing the Jordan 
pursued their journey along the numerous windings of the 
stream, which from Bethsaida to the Dead Sea has a course 
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of seveBtytwo sabbath- day's journeys. Succoth,* where 
Jacob built huts, iiearMabaiiäim,ta town on the Jabbok, (so 
named by him from the vision which was granted to him 
there) DebirJ and Bethabara, were hastily passed. At length 
the Jordan opened into the plain of Jericho; they passed 
through the city gate and soon reached the hospitable man- 
sion of Selumiel. The gate, with its pious insciiptions,§ 
opened to receive them ; Myron was astonished at the splen- 
dor of the house ; while Helon thought only that this was his 
happy home. 



CHAPTER XXIII, 

THE NUPTIALS. 



Helon found no one in the front cdurt, and hastily entered 
the inner court, fbllowed by Myron. The slaves came to 
tell them, that there was no one in the house. 

** Where are they, then Pi 

/'In Melon's house,'' said the slave with a smile ; and in- 
formed him that Selumiel, Eliganm, Iddo, the wife of Selu- 
miel, Sulamith, and Abisuab with his wife, had gone out a 
few hours before, in order to receive him in the newly-pur- 
chased house. They had justly calculated Üiat he would 
return this evening. 

Helon heard this intelligence with joyful -surprise, and 
easily divined the fact, that out of his affection for Sulamith, 
who wished not to be separated from her parents, filisama 
had purchased a house for him in Jericho ; and if not in 
Jerusalem, where could he be better pleased to dweU than 
in the City of Palms? The splendid mansion was to be a 
nuptial present to his beloved nephew. It is true that the 

* Gen- zxxiii« 17* f Gea. suit. 2. X Josh. zKi. 26. $ Deut «. 89. 
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property must return to its. owner in the year of Jubilee, and 
the contract for it was therefore rather a lease than a purchase ; 
but a considerable price had nevertheless been set upon it, 
which Elisama's wealth enabled him easily to pay. 

The slave showed them the way to the house which stood 
near the opposite gate, so that they had t^ traverse the whole 
length of the city. A slave had beeq waiting for some hours 
before the gate, and upon a signal given by him to those 
within, all the males of the company were in waiting to bid 
him welcome. 

" See," said Selumiel, " the rewards of self-denial !" 

" Welcome, my brotlier, and henceforth fellow-citizen of 
Jericho," said Abisuab. 

Helon, with moistened eyes,threw himself into the arms of 
Elisama. All stood around, pouring out congratulations and 
blessings. 

" What more do we want,*' said Elisama, " but that thy 
mother from Alexandria were here ?" 

Helon looked around with inquiring eye. Selumiel took 
him by the hand, and led him through to the richly furnished 
inner-court. Her mother and sister-in-lnw came with Sula- 
mitli from the Armon. AAer their greetings had been ex- 
changed, Helon at the command of Elisama, as now the 
master of the bouse, re-conducted them to their apartments. 
Bewildered with joy, he could hardly speak. Ai)er a short 
interval they all returned to the house of Selumiel, to the 
evening meal, and at night Elisama, Helon, and the Greek, 
returned to the house of Helon, where they lienceforth 
resided. Myron was in astonishment at all he saw, and 
began to form a very different idea of Israel from that which 
he had entertained before. 

On the following morning Helon arose early, and traversed 
the house which was to be the scene of his future happiness 
and duties. No other feeling in life resembles that with which 
the youth, on the point of emerging into manhood, wanders 
in solemn musing through the house in which he is to sustain 
the duties of husband and father« Aa he explored its courts, 
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its porticoes, and chambers, by turns he admired the commo- 
dious arrangement and tasteAil architecture, and the costly 
furniture, or biessed the generous Elisama ; or. raised his 
thoughts in pious gratitude to Jehovah, and implored the con- 
tinuance of his mercies. He ascended the. roof, and looked 
westward towards the hills of Judah, and eastward to Nebo 
and Abarim. Entering the Alijah, he consecrated it as the 
future scene of his devotions by ]>rayer to Jehovah. As he 
arose from his knees, turning invoiuntarily towards Jerusalem, 
he broke out iu the words of the psalm : 

Unless Jehovah build the house, 

They labor in vain that raise it ; 

Unless Jehovah guard the pity, 

The watchman waketh but in vain. 

In vain ye rise early and sit up late, 

And eat the bread of care ; 

Tie giveth it to his beloved in sleep. 

Lo ! children are a heritage from Jehovah, 

The fruit of the womb is his reward. 

As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, 

So are the children of youth : 

Happy is the man that hath bis quiver full of them ! 

They shall not be ashamed 

When they speak wilh their enemies in the gate. 

Psal. Cxzvii. 

As he turned round, Elisama was behind him at the door, 
and was wiping the tears from his eyes. <'May Jehovah 
bless thee," said he. *< His counsel is wonderful, and he will 
bring it to pass." 

" God grant me," said Helon, ^ that I may keep his law 
with a perfect mind." 

<* May he give thee what thy psalm says," replied Elisama. 
^* Now that thou art a priest and a husband in the promised 
land, I doubt no longer. Marriage is a divine ordinance, and 
the divine blessing rests upon it. This I myself experienced, 
alas, for too short a time! God said, it is not good that man 
should be alone ; I will make him a help-meet to be with 
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faim.* And the Preacher says, there » one alone, and not a 
second ; yea, he hath neither child nor brother, yet ia there 
no end of all his labor, nor is his eye satisfied with riches. 
For whom do I labor (he should ask himself) and bereave 
my soul of good ? This also is vanity and a fruitless travaiL'^f 
Elisama sighed and proceeded, '* Two are better than one: 
they have a good reward for their labor : for if they fall the 
one will lift up his fellow ; but wo to him that is' alone ! for 
when he falleth he hath not another to lift him up. Helon, I 
had once a wife and a child — and I was happy. What have I 
done that such bliss — ? but I will say no more. The chil- 
dren of my brother are my children ; thou art my son ; and 
I rejoice in thy happiness as my own. The marriage staite 
18 a service of Jehovah, and one of the most efiectual means 
of the fulfilment of his law. By this image he has denoted 
the relation between himself and the people of his covenant 
Remember the conclusion of the book of Proverbs ; and 
bethink thee what is impFied in this, that the great master of 
wisdom could devise no better termination of his precepts, 
than the praises of a virtuous wife. 

The prepamtions for the nuptials were speedily made in 
berth houses. The numerous female companions of Sulamith 
assembled in Selumiel's Armon. The bride, after bathing, 
was anointed with the choicest perfumes, and her friends 
brought their gifts, consisting of clothes and costly articles, 
roost of them made by themselves. Her hair was perfumed 
and braided, her eyebrows deepened with a powder of bril- 
liant black, and her nails colored red. Next, the young 
maidens, her companions, arrayed her in the nuptial robes, of 
the finest texture and most brilliant color, which flowed widi 
ample folds to her foet. The -girdle was clasped around her 
waist, the veil hung down from her head, and high above all 
her other ornaments rose a crown, from which the bride was 
called the crowned. 

The evening was come, and stars twinkled on the couit, 

•Geo.z. 18. * tEcclM. iv. 8. 
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where all was prepared Tor festivity. Now appeared Heloti, 
anointed and crowned in. a similar manner, with the sons of 
the bride-chamber. They were the young priests and Leyit» 
of Jericho, who had been invited for this purpose ; and Myron 
was among them. Each of them, to the number of seventy, 
bore a staff in his hand, on which was fixed a shallow vessel 
filled with burning oil and pitch. The festal train was 
admitted into Selumiel's inner court ; the bride and the vir- 
gins came forth from the Armon, and the youths and maidens, 
with aduffes and guitars, sung, in alternate strophes, the 
praises of the bridegroom and the bride. 

Now began the ceremony of conducting the bride to the 
bridegroom's house. The seventy youths, with their flam- 
beaux, headed the procession ; the bride was surrounded by 
her bride-maidens. Thus Sulamith left her fothei^ house : 
arrived at the threshold, the feelings which she had struggled 
to suppress, the mingled emotions of hope and fear, of regret 
and joy, overpowered her, and she burst into a flood of tears. 
The mother too wept, pressed her beloved daughter to her 
breast, and blessing her said, ^< Be thou the mother of a 
numerous posterity, like Aachel and like Leah !" Selumiel 
supported his child in his strong paternal arms, and said, 
'• God, I thank thee that I have lived to see my child happy \" 

The sounds of joy were heard from the companions. 
Sulamith was placed in a litter, and her nurse beside hen 
All the females were closely veiled ; Sulamith in a veil of 
flame-color. The long train moved through the streets of 
Jericho. A multitude of persons preceded, carrying the 
clothes, trinkets, and new furniture of the bride. As each 
carried only one thing, the procession was very long. Next 
came the friends of the bridegroom with Helon ; then the 
bride in her litter, accompanied by the virgins. The rest of 
Helon's friends, male and female servants, and children, 
closed the train. All the inhabitants of Jericho hastened 
from their houses, or looked down from their roofs. 

Thus at length they reached the house of Melon. The 
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bride paused at the threshold of the dwelling, in whidi so 
much happiness or misery might await her, as if with a timid 
irresolution. She adorned the door-posts with woollen fillets, 
and anointed them with oil, and at length the rirgins suddenly 
lifted her over the threshold, the boundary between her past 
and her future life. The nuptial train entered the courts, and 
the bride solemnly took possession of the Armon, while the 
male part of the compaiiy remained in the outer apartments, 
where a splendid feast was served up to them. When all 
had eaten and were satisfied, males and females assembled in 
the inner court; the virgins presented the bride, the youths^ 
the bridegroom, to Selumiel. In evident agitation, he said, 
'* Blessed be thou, O Lord our God, who didst create Adam 
and £ve ! Blessed be thou^ O Lord our God, who causest 
Zion to rejoice in her children ! • Blessed be thou, O Lord 
our God, who makes the bride and the bridegroom be glad 
together!" Then taking the right iiand of his daughter, he 
placed it in the right hand of Helen, and pronounced the 
benediction : ^ The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob be with you, and help you together, and 
give his blessing richly upon you ! Jehovah make the wife 
that comes into thy house like Rachel and like Leah, who 
built up the house of Israel !* May thy house be as the house 
of Malchia, thy fathers* fiither, and your sons be priests to 
minister before Jehovah in his temple !" 

Selumiel, while he pronounced this blessing, struggled with 
an emotion which he was unwilling to betray ; and Elisama 
stood near him, giving freer vent to his feelings. The bride 
sobbed beneath her veil, and Helon was melted into tears. 

Kindred and friends now approached the married pair, and 
bestowed on them their congratulations. The feast ended 
with the usual ceremonies. 

On the following morning the nuptial festivities began 
afresh, and lasted for seven days,f each distinguished by some 
new expression of joy. Numerous presents were brought to 

*Ruth iv. 11, 12. t Judges xW. 17, 18 j Tob. xi. 19. 
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the newly married pinir by tlie guests ; and others given to 
them in return. The company exercised their ingenuity in 
riddles and nucschalg ; or a grave find learned rabbi would 
discourse on the sanctity and duties of the marriage state, and 
the honor and happiness of these who might thus be appointed 
to give birth to the Messiah. 

Hits protracted festival was at times wearisome to SulaoH 
ith and Helen, who longed to begin their tranquil, solitary, 
and domestic life. In the mean time, Helon was delighted 
to discover every day some new perfection in Sulamitb, some 
new resemblance to the maidens and mothers of Israel in 
times past. Her domestic virtues assimilated her to Sarah ; 
Iter poetical imagination to Miriam, the sister of Moses; her 
disinterestedness and self-devotion to the daughter of Jeph- 
thah ;''and her artless piety to Hannah, the mother of Samuel. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

TUB AVENGER OF BLOOD» 

It was determined that the young married pair should pro- 
ceed with Myron, immediately after the marriage, to Alexan- 
dria, to fetch Helon^s aged mother from Egypt, in time to 
attend the feast of Tabernacles. Elisama was to remain in 
the mean time at Jericho, lest, as he observed, he should bring 
on her the imputation of being a false prophetess. Alas ! he 
little knew what a melancholy accomplishment her prediction 
was about to receive, and in his own person. The departure 
was delayed — neither Sulaniith nor Helon was impatient 
for it, and Myron was very willing to remain. Helon found 
scarcely anything left him to wish. All his expectations of 
outward prosperity were fulfilled, and he flattered himself 
that he was as near the summit of spiritual perfection as of 



TUE AVENGER OF BLOOD. 355 

earthly bliss. The deep veneration which Sukmith express- 
ed for his purpose of becoming a Chasideon, regarding him 
as already being ail (bet he proposed to become, inspired 
him by degrees with a high opinion of his own righteousness. 
His present happiness seemed to him a sign of Üie la vor of 
^hovah. Accustomed to regard aH calamity as « divio« 
Jndgmenft for sm, «11 prosperity as the reward of virtue, he 
•considered his present condition as a mark of Ute distin- 
guished approbation of God. His conscience seehied to 
join the league and promote his self-deception ; his tender- 
ness forSulamith, his readiness to make litde sacrifices of his 
wishes to hers, his gratitude and affection towards her parents 
and hid own benefactor Eiisama, were magnified by hiip into 
41 comj^ete -obedience to the divine commands, into some- 
thing more than mere righteousness. As those are aft to do 
who have experienced hitherto uninterrupted success, he 
began to think that everything which he undertook must be 
successful — that his mountain stood strong and should never 
be moved. He never, alas, thought of inquiring how much 
youth and good fortune; the sense of pleasure and pride of 
heart, had to do in the construction of this showy edifice of 
self-righteousness. 

Myron, during the first dayfi of his residence at J.ericho, 
found hinfiself in circumstances so diflferent from what he had 
expected, that he held it prudent to keep back as much as 
possible, and become better acquainted with the scene and 
its personages, before he trusted himself to act upon it. 
Hence during the festivities of the nuptials, he had been a 
quiet andj^nobtrusive spectator, and had recommended him- 
self to the Jewish youths by the easy flexibility of his manne». 
He had particularly attaciied himself to Selumiel, after the 
tumult of rejoicing had subsided, and those who were left 
together had leisure to seek out the persons who were most 
congenial to themselves. If he ever ofifended Eiisama, by 
some expression savoring of heathenism, which now and 
then seenied to drop from him involuntarily, Selumiel took 
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hm pttrt. He sooo discovered Selomiel's partiality for tbcr 
Eflsenes, and completely won bis beart 1^ telling bihn, that 
the Tomuri of Dodona, the Orphici of Thrace, the Ciirete» 
in Crete, were either degenerate branches of these Jewish 
devotees, or had endeavored to forna a siipilar association of 
wisdom and sobriety, but remained at a much lower point in 
the scale of perfection. Seluniiel took him with him every- 
where, even when he weRl in the evening to the gatesof the 
city, where the men of Jericho assembled to pass the cool 
hours in conversation. Helen, of whom he stood most in awe, 
happened to turn the discourse upon the superiority of Israel 
to the worshippers of Idols^ and pointed out the absurdity-of 
the worship of the £g}'ptians and earlier Samaritans^ among 
whom Apis was revered under the form of a bull ; Moloch of 
a mixed figure, partly man, partly calf ; Dagon was repre- 
sented as having the lower part of a fish ; Tartac, as an ass ; 
Nibbaz, as a dog. All expected to see Myron provoked by 
this attack upon his religion ; but to their great astonishment 
he not only assented to all that Helen had said, but enter- 
tained the company, the whole evening, with ludicrous tales 
of the adventures of the Grecian godi^ The giave Oriental» 
were delighted with him, because his manners were diamet- 
rically the reverse of. their own. While they sat immoveable 
in ,the position which they had at once taken, he on his light 
and nimble feet turned ibis way and that, alert to f eize every 
opportunity of mirth ; ready to converse with those who 
were disposed for conversation, or to talk alone when others 
were silent Amused with his lively sallies, they encouraged 
him to proceed from one freedom to another^ till ^ thought 
that everything was allowed to htm« 

It chanced that a man passed by, loaded with a heavy bms 
then, and hanging down his head like one conscious of igno- 
miny. He had been detected in frauds a few days before, 
and as a punishment his beard had been cut off. The finger 
of scorn was pointed at him by the whole assemblage, and 
the unfortunate man slunk hastily away« ^ How strange,'* 
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said MyroD, ^ that you should set so much value on a huge 
tuft of hair upoo your chins, that one who has been deprived 
of it dares not show himself m your presence; and yet you 
seldom have taste enough to give.it an elegant form! Look 
for example at £Iisama, who thinks so much of his beard ; 
what an unsightly incumbrance it is to him." £ncouraged 
by the laughter which arose from the younger part of the 
assembly, he approached Elisama, and plucked him by the 
beard ; litüe aware that to an Oriental,. and especially a Jew, 
such an action was one of the grossest outrages that could be 
committed — an attack ui>on the very sanctuary of his personal 
digoity. Uelon sprung to interpose — but it was too late. 
EJisama arose, with glowing cheeks, and a look in which the 
expression of the wildest rage grew every moment stronger. 
His limbs trembled ; his features were distorted, his hai^ 
stood on end, and his breast heaved with a feverish gasp. 
'< Accursed heathen !'' he exclaimed in a fiiry, " accursed 
heathen !" he repeated, and drawing his sword, aimed a blow 
at Myron. The olBender, awakened, to a consciousness of 
what he had done, saw the weapon about to fall on him and 
cr^ed the stroke ; a citizen of Jericho, whom the tumult of 
the «lyembly bad pushed forward, received it, and fell mortally 
wounded at Eiisama's feet. In silent horror all stood aroundg^ 
and looked by turns on the murderer, the corpse, and the 
author of the mischief. The whole city hastened to the spot ; 
Myron escaped ; and Selumiel» taking the unconscious Elisa- 
ma by the hand, led him home. Helen, preceding them» 
burst with a cry of horror into the house, exclaiming, <^ Wo, 
wo — hoilnicide — Elisama !" The women hastened from 
their apartments, and knew not the cause of the confusion. 
Selumiel entered with Elisama — one in eager haste, the 
other bewildered with fixed eye and open mouth. *< Brjiig 
horses, bring camels, bring any beast of burden,*^, exclaimed 
Selumiel. ^*Thon hast slain him, Elisama, and must flee 
before the avenger of blood." << Whither?" asked Helon. 
" To a city of refuge — to Hebron in Judah — to Bezer in 
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Reuben-^ to Ramotfa Gilead, best of aU." At those words 
Elisama awoke from his trance. Tears flowed from his aged 
eyes as he exclaimed, " Merciful God, must I in my t>id age 
flee as a murderer, and die by the hands of the avenger?** 
His voice was choked with sobs. 

Two rapid dromedaries, <<shipe of the desert," were 
brought« Helou accomi»nied the unhappy man. it was 
already night, and they passed unobserved out of Jericho. 
Without a salutation, or an adieu, they urged their flight, in 
dread lest the avenger should be on their traces ; £lisama 
with his hair loose« his turban floating on the wind, and death 
on his countenance. 

It was one of the most terrifle customs of the East^ that the 
next of kin of any one who had been slain, even unwittinglyt 
was deemed infamous if he did not avenge him, by putting 
to death the man who had killed him. Moses, unable to 
eradicate this custom, had mitigated it by the appointment of 
six cities of refuge, three on each side of the Jordan, in which 
the unintentional homicide might be saib from the vengeance 
of the €hd.* In these cities, and fbr a thousand yaida 
around, he could not be touched — if he ventured beyond 
these limits, before the death of the bigh*priesl, the Goel 
might lawfully kill him. The roads and bridges leading to 
the city of refuge were to be kept in repair» that the fugitive 
might not be impeded in his flight. The son of the citizen 
of Jericho whom Elisama had killed, had been fetched from 
the field, and had gone forth to avenge his father ; but he was 
too late: IClisama had already reached Ramoth Gilead iu 
safety. ' 

Qn the foDowing morn|pg a judicial investigation was held. 
The seven judges took their ptaoes in an apartment at the 
gite, crouching on carpets; beside them sat two Levites; 
Selumiel, who represented the accused person, stood on 
the left ; the avenger of blood, as the complainant, on the 
rt^. Selumiel was clad in mourning and with disordered 

* Numb. XXXV. 
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hair. Behiini him were the witpeasbe whom he had brought 
with him ; and who, before they delivered their testimoi^, 
took an oath, and replied Ameo, Amen, to the imprecatioiw 
which the judges laid upon them, if th/ey should not lEfwak 
the truth. They bore witaeas that Eiioama had harbored no 
malice against the deceased^ and had not intended to smite 
him, but had been provoked by the insuh of a young heathen. 
The judges did not immediately decide, but on the foUowing 
m<H'niAg a second sitting was held, at which they pronounced 
that £lisama, of Alexandria, had committed an involuntary 
homicide, and that the privilege of the city of refuge was 
decreed to him. As he had already taken refuge in Ramoth 
Gilead, a Levite was sent with a letter to the. judges« and 
elders of that place, commending him to their protection. 

Selumiel who had remained liebind to attend to judicial 
proceedings, determined to go and see Klisama ; and Sula* 
mith could not be dissuaded from accompanying him. Ra- 
moth Gilead lay on the other side of the Jordan, in the conn- 
try called in ancient time Gilead ; a country not so fruitful as 
this side, from its many mountains and sandy deserts, yet 
rich in pasturage for cattle, and watered by two considerable 
8treanis, the Arnon and the Jabbok; the former empties 
itself into the Dead Sea, and the latter into the Jordan. The 
hills of Bashan, Gilead, and Abaritn, extending from Antili- 
(kiUU!«, send their branches through this country. It was 
given on the conquest of Canaan to the tribes of Gad and 
Reuben and the half tribe of Manasseh,* as their residence. 
Ramoth, situated on the Jabbok, was the principal city, cele- 
brated in history by the vow of Jephthah,t and the battle 
between Aliab and Jehoshaphat and the Syrians.^ 

On their arrival they learned that Elisama was dangerously 
ill. The agitation of mind and fatigue, attending on hia 
flight, had overpowered his feeble frame ; he had been attack- 
ed by a fever, under which he was hourly sinking. A Li:yite, 
who was the physician of Ramoth, and possessed great 

* Numb, xxxii. Josh. i. 12. t Judg. xi. 29. t 1 Kings xxii. 
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knowledge of the human frame and the yirtuea of plants, bad 
been summoned. Strengthening baths had been employed, 
and the precious balm of Gilead applied externally and inter- 
naOy. These were the two chief jiemedies of the Hebrews.* 
But here they had lost their power ; Elisama fell into a death- 
like slumber. When he was delirious, the image of Myron 
seemed to be constantly before his eyes ; and he upbraided 
him with his ingratitude, and warned Helon to beware of 
him, as it would not be the last of his misdeeds. On the fol- 
lowing day his reason returned for some hours, and he spoke 
calmly and clearly. It was the last revival of the flame of 
life. He requested Helon to repeat to him the prayer of 
Mos^ the man of God. ** Lord thou hast been our refuge 
in all generations." Ps. xc. He heard it with great attention, 
and ^e emotions of his heart were yisible, at many passages, 
in his looks and bis clasped hands. He lay for a long time 
with closed eyes, but his lips were in motion, and it was evi- 
dent he was addressing himself to God, probably in a peni- 
tential psalm ; for once, when his voice grew stronger, he 
was heard to say, 

My days pass away as a shadow, 

And I wither as grass } 

But thoti, Jehovah, shalt endure for ever, 

And thy name remainelh from generation to generation ', 

Tboa wilt arise and have mercy on Zion, 

For the time is come that thou shouldest favor her^ 

The appointed hour is come. 

His voice again became faint, and it was after some inter- 
val that he was heard to say — 

He weakcneth my strength in the way. 
He shorteneth my days. 

And then with a firmer tone — 

The cbUdfen of thy servants shall eontinne, 
And their seed shall prosper before thee. — Ps. cii. 

* Jer. viii. 22. xlvi. 11. 
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He turned with an ezpretwion of the deepest affisetion to 
llelon, and said, « Greet thy mother from me — when the 
high-priest dies» carry my bones to the valley of Jehoshaphat» 
and lay them beside thy lather's — wait on the Lord, and 
thou shalt obtain" — his words became inaudible. Uelon 
held his cold hand, and bathed it with his tears ; and all who 
stood around his bed in mournful silence, thought him already 
dead. But the dying eye opened once more, — gazed around 
on them all — then fixed itself on heaven. His head sunk 
back in Sulamith's urms.. Twice fhe mouth was distorted ~ 
in the bitterness of pain — then once again. The body.be* 
came rigid — respiration ceased. 

After a aolemn pause, each reading in the countenance of 
the rest the confirmation of his fears, all uttered at the same 
moment a piercing shriek of grief. The men rent, their 
upper garments, beat their breasts, threw their turbans on the 
ground, strewed dust and ashes on their head, put on sack- 
cloth, covered their chins, and went barefoot. Helen was 
hurried away, lest, being a priest, be should contract pollution 
from the dead body.* The eyes of the corpse were closed, 
and it was carried into the Alijah by the nearest relatives. 
As it had been the custom in Judea, since the captivity, to 
btvy very soon, the night was passed in making preparations. 
The body was wrapped in a large sheet, the head bound witli 
a napkin, and then the whole from head to foot swathed 
with a broad bandage, and each foot, each hand, each finger 
separately. At midnight came the Levites with their musical 
instruments : the female mourners began their office by lifting 
up their voices and lamenting, strewing ashes on their heads 
and singing a dirge. On the following morning the hous« 
was filled with neighbors and friends, expressing their sym- 
pathy. Sulamith ran about weeping and wringing her hand» 
above her head. The men sat in another apartment upon 
the ground and mourned in silence. Sulamith was con- 
ducted to the apartment of the women, where she placed 

* Ffomb. six. l^s 
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hersolf on a carpet in the middle, and the rest of the females 
of the ftmily sat round her. The hired mourners formed a 
wide circle at a little distance. Each of the women held a 
handkerchief in her hand by two of the corners. The 
mourners, who knew a variety of funeral songs, began one 
which expressed the virtue, and calamities of the deceased. 
Sulamith gave them a sign and they ceased ; and all the femalen 
<^ the family began to weep along with her. They ariN», 
twisted their handkerchiefs together, and ran shrieking round 
the room, while Sulamith^ sitting motionless in the middle, 
wrung her hands and tore her beautiful dark hair. When 
she ceased^ the mourners resumed their song, till ishe again 
gave them a signal, the relatives renewed their lamentations. 
This lasted till towards evening, when the inhabitants assem- 
bled at the door, and the corpse was carried to the grave. 
Those who carried thfe bier proceeded with such hasty stepa 
that they seemed rather to run than walk — an usage which 
was said to bear this meaning,«-^ that death is the most terri- 
ble punishment of sin. Every one who met the procession 
joined the moumerB, and bore a part in the cries of the 
women. 

Before the gate of the city, in a garden planted with trees, 
stood the sepulchre of Elisama's host, hewn out of the rock ; 
and in this the corpse was deposited; for burning was 
deemed dishonorable by Üie Jews, and regarded with abhor- 
rence. The bearers threw aloes, myrrh, and other fragrant 
substances, upon the body, so as to cover it, and the sepulchre 
was closed with a stone, which was annually whitened with 
lime. The friends and relatives having remained standing 
awhile before the closed sepulchre, bowed themselves thrice 
to the earth and prayed ; then taking up a sod threw it be- 
hind them, and said, <' Remember, O man, that dust thou 
art and to dust thou shalt return.^ The procession returned 
with a repetition of the funeral lamentations. 

On reaching home they washed their hands, and the neigh- 
bors brought them the bread of mourning ; a beautiful and 
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humane custom in Israel! No victuals were prepared in 
the house which death bad yisited, but the neighbors and 
friends came with delicate viands and invited the mourners 
to partake of them, to recruit their strength and spirits. This 
was called the h-ecul of mourning ; and the cup which was 
handed round, iht cup of consolation. The mourning lasted 
seven days, during which it was held indecorous to wash the 
garments, to bathe or anoint the body, or to wear the sandals 
or the turban. Every day Sulamith went with the women 
of the family to lament, at the tom<> of the deceased, his true 
affection and his calamitous fate. When the days of mourn- 
ing were ended, suitable presents were made to the friendly 
host, and Helon, Sulamith, and Selumiel returned from the 
Penea over the Jordan to Jericho. Th<e bones of Eiisama 
were to repose in the precincts of Ramoth Gilead till the 
death of the high-priest, when they should be transferred to 
the valley of Jehoshaphat, to rest there till the joyful 
morning of the resurrection. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

THE WATER OF JEALOUSY. 

In the mean time the joyous season of the vintage, an({ 
the gathering of the olives and the fruit began. With shouts 
of joy they climbed the lofty palms, of which the plain of 
Jericho was full, and gathered the dates, which grew in large 
bunches of fifteen to twenty pounds in weight They were 
afterwards divided according to their different degrees of 
ripeness; some were eaten fresh, others were pressed to 
obtain from them the celebrated palm- wine. This was done 
amidst festive shouts, and the praises of the tree were cele- 
brated, of which every part is applicable to some use of man. 
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From the tereblotb«, some of which had seen the lapse ol 
oenturies and were stiU yigprous and verdant, they plucked 
the red and fragrant berries, or «limed the pistachio to bring 
down its delicious nuts, or stored up the resin which sponta- 
neously exudes from both. these trees^ The figs and the 
pomegranates were gathered, the balsam scraped from the 
weeping tree, or expressed from its seeds. Later in the 
season the olive trees, some of which yielded a thousand 
pounds of oil, were stripped of their yet unripe berries, which 
were gently pressed that the virgin oU might run from them ; 
or crushed in the press that they might furnish oil for the 
necessary purposes of food and anointing. Even the vintage 
was beginning here and there. 

One morning Helen was walking with Sulamith and Abi- 
suab through a vineyard and seeking the ripe bunches among 
the loaded trees. His mind was more cheerful and more 
composed than it ever had been since the death of Elisama. 
A slave of Selumiel came hastily to him and summoned 
him to the house, saying, that a messenger from Gaza had 
arrived with letters that required a speedy luv^wer. He had 
brought letters from Myron addressed to Sehimiel and to 
Helen. 

On the unfortunate evening when the homicide of Elisama 
had occurred, Myron had hastily taken the road to Gaza de- 
signing as speedily as possible to return to Alexandria. With 
all his levity he joined a great deal of good nature, and when 
he reflected on his conduct, his conscience found much to 
reproach him. He was compelled to wait at Gaza for an 
opportunity of conveyance to Egypt, and during his stay the 
news of what had happened in Jericho^ soon followed by 
that of Elisama's death, was made public there, and excited 
a very genera] feeling against him, both among Jews and 
heathen. The first ejOTect was to make him wish for a. speedy 
departure — but then again the thought of his conduct 
towards the friend of his youth smote him to the heart, and 
he could not go, till he had sought his forgiveness. Thus he 
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allowed several oppor|unities of makiog the journey in com* 
pany to pass by, and yet he could not summon courage to go 
to Jericho. At length he resolved on the following plan. 
He came to a place in the neighborhood of that city, an4 
thence despatched a messenger to Selumiel, to whom he tes- 
tified his sincere sorrow for what he had done, and earnestly 
requested his good offices in reconciling him ;o Hel^n. To 
him also he wrote a letter, which he entreated Selumiel to 
deliver to him. 

Selumiel was much affected on reading the letter ; he sent 
for Helon and gave him that which was destined for him« 
It was with difficulty that he could be prevailed on to receive 
it. Myron reminded him of their youthful friendship, and 
earnestly supplicated for an interview. 

^ That," said Selumiel, ^ would be an act of heroism well 
worthy of an Israelite." 

*< The heathen are threatened with Jehovah's curse," said 
Helon, << and we reap nothing but misery from their friend- 
ship. I will not see him." 

" Did not Solomon pray even for the heathen,"* said Selu- 
miel ; ^ and will not the Messiah be the light of the heathen ? 
Thou must not be implacable, if thou wishest to fulfil the 
law of the fathers. Was not Joseph reconciled to his breth- 
ren ? did not David show mercy to Saul his enemy ? did not 
Jehovah himself on Sinai command, < If thou seest the ox or 
the ass of thine enemy going astray thou shalt lead him back ;' 
and is not a heathen of more estimation than an ox or an 
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.« Forgive Myron," said Sulamitli, fondly laying her head 
on hi» bosom,' " forgive him, priest of Jehovah ! Leave ven- 
geance to him who hath declared that he will repay ; and 
think what joy thou wouldst feel, if through thy means he 
become a proselyte of the gate." ' 

Helen's former spirit revived, and he resolved that he 
would perform the heroic act to which he was called. The 

* 1 Kings viii. 41. 
23 
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meflsenger was sent back to MyroD, with permisBion to him 
to rMurn« He soon made his appearance ; foe he had wan- 
dered near the confines of the city while uncertain of the 
issue of his embassy. He fell before the feet of his injured 
friend, clasped his knees, and «lupplicated forgiveness, with. all 
the force of Grecian eloquence and emotion of sincere 
penitence and sorrow. Their reconciliation was soon accom- 
plished. Sulainith had the delight of seeing her husband 
restored to the same peace and joy as in the first happy days 
of their union. 

Myron was received' again into the house, and, in the free- 
dom of their renewed confidence, Helon informed him homr 
much he was indebted for his return to the good offices of 
Sulamith. Myron, as the remembrance of the mischief 
which he had done began to be obliterated from his volatile 
mind, resumed his gaiety, and with it the hasty thoughtless- 
ness which was his characteristic. 

Hcion had gone one day to the gate of the city alone ; for 
Myron had never since his return accompanied him thither. 
It suddenly occurred to him that he had never duly expressed 
his gratitude to Sulamith, for her mediation in his favor, and 
he went straightway to the Armon, in the warmth of his 
feeling, without reflecting on what he was doing. 

The citizens of Jericho, who sat in the gate, saw in the 
mean time that red mist gathering in the northwest, which 
is the usual prognostic of the approach of the pernicious 
wind of the east. This wind is felt in all its pestilential fury 
in the desert, where it sweeps over the surface, often to the 
height of a foot, destroying everything which it encounters. 
It is there called the simoom. In Palestine its efifects are not 
destructive to life, but in the highest degree oppressive and 
disagreeable. All the citizens of Jericho rose hastily from 
the gate, and hastened to their homes. 

Helon, on his arrival at his home, went immediately to the 
Armon, to warn Sulamith of the approach lof the simoom. 
At the door he met Myron, whose visit Sulamith had not 



THC WATER Or JEAI.OU8T. 967 

received, but had warned him instantly to withdraw, if he 
would^not bring ruin on himself and her. 

Uelon started with surprise and horror when he saw My- 
ron in his Armon, which no foot of male, save his own, had 
ever trodden before. Wild jealousy and furious anger took 
possession of his mind, and agitated his whole frame. *^ Vile 
heathen," he exclaimed, in a voice of thunder, *^ is this thy 
return for my hospitality and friendship ? Was it not enough 
that thou didst murder Elisama ?" 

Myron's protestations of his innocence were unheard or 
unheeded in the whirlwind of Melon's rage. His cries soon 
brought together the slaves of the house. Seizing Myron 
by the arm, he fiercely thrust him towards them, and they, 
laying hold of him, drove him with blows and curses from 
the house. Sulamith had hastened from the Armon^ and 
endeavored to calm her husband ; but at the sight of her his 
fury burst forth more violently ttian ever, and thrusting her 
back into the Armon, he ran like one frantic through the 
streets of Jericho to find Selumiel, to whom he related what 
had happened. They returned together, SelumiePs indigna- 
tion scarcely less fierce than his own. Selumiel on entering 
went immediately to his daughter, and laying hold of her 
exclaimed, ^ Monster ! am I then the father of an adulteress ? 
Didst thou learn from thy mother or from me to break thy 
marriage vow with a godless heathen?" She had been 
sitting sobbing and in tears, her face hidden in the veil with 
which she had wrapped her head. At these words, however, 
uncovering herself and looking up at her &ther, she said 
with a firm voice, *< I am innocent." 

Helon and Selumiel were yet more provoked by th» 
assurance. ^ If thou art innocent," said Selumiel, << thou 
shalt drink the water of jealousy. I will know that my 
daughter is pure, or if not, may all that the law has denounced 
against the adulteress light upon thee !" With these words he 
went forth to call the elders together, and Heh>D shot himself 
up in the Alijab. AU the happineas of bm life was fled ; he 
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wept, he complained, he inveighed a^inst the heathen, 
against Sulamith, against hhnself. In the agony of his grief 
he threw himself on the ground, rent his clothes, and tore his 
hair. Then again he sat in fixed and moping silence, or 
opened his lips only to recite passages of Scripture, which 
descrihe the harlot and the adulteress. " Yes," he exclaimed, 
^ the Essenes are right ; it is because they know the incon- 
stancy of women that they have excluded them from their 
society. Unhappy Israel, what shall become of thee, when 
thy matrons are corrupt and thy/ wives give themselves up to 
folly ! ' No wonder that the once holy people is faHen even 
below the heathen themselves." 

A moment after, reflecting on what he had said aloud, he 
started with terror as from a frightful dream. ^ Can that be 
Sulamith ?" he said with a sigh. /The image pf his wife, in 
all her gentleness and loveliness, stood before his mind, and 
softened, he exchiimed, << Is it possible ?** Had Sulamith at 
that moment spoken but a word to him, he would have for- 
given her all. Helon even quitted the Alijah to go to her : 
but when he looked down on the, door of the Armon, and 
the thought flashed on him that through it the man had 
passed by whom he had been dishonored, every returning 
thought of love and compassion was banished from his mind. 

The inferior court, which was held on the spot where the 
oflence was alleged to have been committed, assembled In 
this instance on the following morning at the gate of the city ; 
Selumiel, appearing as accuser of his own daughter, stood on 
the right of the judges, and Sulamith on their left. The 
whole gate was filled with citizens of Jericho, among whom 
the news of this afiäir had rapidly spread, and excited uni- 
versal curiosity, 

Sulamith felt, at her first entrance, overpowered by the 
solemnity of this venerable assemblage, of whicli she had 
heard so much, but which she had never seen ; that fueling 
having subsided^ she regained her self-possession. • Helon 
stood with a bewildered countenance, not venturing to look 
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8t bis Wife, or he muit hare read her Tindication in her 
coimtenancey in which the pride of eonscious innocence 
atrug^led with the feeling of ignominious exposure, and in 
her tM*ight eyes now red with weeping, but untroubled by 
any expression of guilt or fear. 

The father related what iiad happened, and Helen con- 
firmed his statement The judges turned to Suiamith, and 
asked her if she actmowledged the truth of what was alleged 
against her. ^ I call Jehovah to witness,^ she replied with 
lofly tranquillity of manner, *< that 1 am innocent, and will 
take the oath of purgation." ^ Be it unto thee," said the 
elder, ** as thou hast desired." Two assessors were selected to 
accompany her to the Sanhedrim, before whom alone the 
oath could be taken, to protect her on the way from the fury 
of the men, and to lay the whole afiair before the supreme 
council. 

They departed from Jericho immediately. The whole 
city was assemUed, men, women and children. Sulamith's 
mother stood among the crowd wringing her hands. Most 
of the females sympathized with their suffering sister ; but 
the whispers of malice and the taunts of malignant joy were 
also heard. 

Helon followed them at a distance, by the same road by 
which at Pentecost he had gone up to Jerusalem an affianced 
bridegroom, full of joy and hope. Then the desert had 
seemed to be converted into a paradise. How was his con- 
dition changed ! Elisama was dead, the land of promise had 
proved a land of chastisement to him ; his enthusiasm for the 
sacerdotal office was dead within him ; his wife went before 
him as an adulteress. With what regret did he look towards 
the distant Oasis of the Essenes, and long to bury himself in 
it, without a wife, without the priesthood, a stranger in the 
land of promise, solitary and single among the pe<H>l« of 
Israel! 

They arrived in the evening st Jerusalem. Iddo was 
sitting at the gate, but when he saw them, and disoor^red 
23* 
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the purpose for which they were come, he fled with averted 
head, and hands stretched out as if to repel some threatening 
evil. They ascended the temple-hill ; all who met them 
were astonished to see her, who at the feast had been the 
olject of universal admiration, brought up as a transgressor. 
She was confined for the night in a chamber of the temple ; 
and Helon and Selumiel passed it in dejection and gloom in 
the house of Iddo. 

The morning, the fearful morning came ! Afler the lieual 
sacrifice, the Sanhedrim assembled in the hall Gazitb. All 
its seventy one members were present, the high^priest, the 
elders, and the Levites sitting in a semicircle. Sulamith was 
led through the multitude that filled the courts, and placed 
before the tribunal. The assessors of the court of Jericho 
then laid the matter before the Sanhedrim, and Selumiel and 
Helon confirmed their statement. The father and husband 
were commanded to withdraw, and Sulamith, in her mourn- 
ing garments, remained standing alone, in the midst of the 
judges. 

They addressed her at first in a friendly tone, and endeav- 
ored to bring her to confession, alleging grounds of excuse 
from her youth and her husband's own culpability. *• Daugh- 
ter," said one of the Sanhedrim, *^ glorify the great name of 
God, and do not allow that this sacred ' name should be 
washed with water and blotted out." At other times they 
assumed an angry tone, blanked her silence, which they inter- 
preted as an evidence of guilt, and bade her beware that she 
did not by her obstinacy plunge herself into an untimely 
death. Sulamith adhered to her denial, and, as they often 
urged her to confession, replied, ^ I am innocent and falsely 
accused. Put me to what test ye will, but ask of me no other 
confession than this, that I am innocent." 

The Sanhedrim, convinced by her noble firmness, ceased 
to importune her, and decreed that she should drink the 
water of jealousy, o»d take the oath of purgation. « Daugh- 
ter," said one of them, *^ if thou art innocent, put thy trust 



THE WATER OF JEALOUSY. 271 

in /«hoyali and drink boldly. It is with the bitter water as 
with poison, which laid upon a wounded part produces death, 
but has no e^ct when the flesh is sound." 

She was led from the hall Gazith to the gate of Nicanor, 
not however by the direct road, but by along circuit, that she 
might still have time to reflect and to confess. The crowd 
formed a lane through which she had to pass, not only ex- 
posed to their gaze, but plucked scornfully by the arms, 
enduring their taunts and blows. Only here and there some 
one of more generous disposition, struck with her free and 
noble carriage, exclaimed, '< The water of jealousy cannot 
injure thee ; thou mayest drink it without fear." At length 
they reached the gate of Nicanor opposite to the sanctuary, 
and jthe priest, who had been appointed for the purpose, 
began the appalling ceremonies of the oath of purgation« 
Laying hold of her garments» he rent them from the top of 
the neck to the breast with expressions of horror, tore the 
veil from her head, and threw her turban on the ground. 
He dishevelled her braided hair and let it float upon the wind, 
and then turning his face from her, said, <* Thou hast for- 
saken the manner of the daughters of Israel, who cover their 
heads, and hastibllowed the manners of the heathen, who go 
with their heads uncovered." 

The men spat on the ground before her; the women 
uttered cries of abhorrence, and a deep murmur of wo! 
wo ! ran from rank to rank among the people, which even 
the unconcerned spectator could not hear without shuddering. 
Helon stood with averted head, and stupified with horror. 
Selumiel wept aloud. 

The priest threw all the rest of Sulamith's ornaments, her 
necklace, ear-rings, and bracelets, to the ground, and girded 
her rent garments over her bosom with a strip of bark. The 
more ignominious the outrages to which she was sub- 
ject, the more striking appeared the contrast of her dignified 
air and demeanor. The husband was compelled to reach 
to the priest the offering of jealousy, consisting of a tenth 
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part of ao ephah of meal, ia a baaket of oaien Tha maal 
waa of barley, the meaneat grain, neither oil nor incenae waa 
mingled with it Helon coald not bear to look, but reached 
it to the priest with averted head, lest his eyea ahould en- 
counter thoae of Salamith« 

The priest took an earthen Teasel diat had neyer been 
used, filled it with water from the laver beside the altar of 
burnt-offering, and carrying it into the holy place put into it 
aome of the dust of the floor. When he returned, he evert- 
ed her oDce more to reflect what ahe waa about to jio, and if 
ahe were guilty not to drink, but to confess her sin. The 
accused replied distinctly and firmly, <<I am innocent" 
Again the deep murmur of wo ! wo ! spread along the ^ 
ahnddering multitude, who thronged the temple courts. 

The priest then with an derated and solemn voice said, 
^ If thou art innocent, and haat not gone aside to uncleanness 
with another, instead of thy husband, be thou Gree from the 
curae of this bitter water, and let it not harm thee. But if 
thou hast gone aside to another and hast been defiled, then 
may Jehovah make thee a curse among thy people, and 
bring on thee all the curses which are written in his law.*'* 

Sulamith, thus adjured, answered firmly, supported by the 
power of God, Amen, Amen. And the murmur of wo! 
wo! rolled deeper and more awfully along the ranks of 
men and women. 

The priest now wrote the curses on a roll. Helon took 
tlie barley meal from the basket, placed it in a sacred vessel, 
and gave it into his wife's hands. Her look met his and 
pierced him to the heart, and roused from the stupor in 
which he had been sunk during the .preceding part of the 
ceremonial, he made his way through the people, and rushed 
down from the temj^e-hill. A pauae of a few moments 
ensued, and then the priest, laying hisliand under the hand 
of Sulamith, waved the offering of jealousy in the customary 

• Numb. V. 19. 
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form before Jetiovab, then took it frorn her, carried it to the 
ahar of burnt-ofTering, and, ascending it, mixed the meal 
ivith 8alt> and burnt it in the £re. He then descended again 
to the gate of Nicanor, took the roll, and washed the writing 
with the water in which the dust of the sanctuary had been 
mixed. The assembled crowd stood in deep and breathless 
attention. The priest reached to Sulamith the vessel which 
contained the water of cursing : she took it, lifted her eyes 
towards the holy of holies, and drank it off. There was a 
stillness as of death amongst all who stood around, as if they 
were conscious of the presence of Jehovah, to clear the inno- 
cent or punish the guilty. 

Sulamith stood in the midst of the people, firm, and wit^ 
her looks fixed on the holy of holies ; all eyes were directed 
towards her, and watched what would be the effect of the 
draught. But when they saw that she was unharmed by it, 
and that Grod had justified her from the accusations of her 
enemies, they burst into a cry of joy, and Hallelujah resound- 
ed from the temple to the city. Selumiel ru^ed to his 
daughter, and folded her in his paternal arms. With shouts 
of triumph and exclamations, " Blessed be Jehovah, she is 
innocent !'' they accompanied her into the inner court of the 
temple, where the priest formally pronounced her acquittal. 
Thronging around her, all offered her their congratulations. 
Her hair was braided anew, her turban, her veil, her jewels 
were restored to her, and the dark garments of mourning 
exchanged for festal attire. Sulamith descended from the 
temple with modest and downcast looks. Iddo, who had 
heard the shouts of joy and had rightly interpreted them, 
opened his. gates and received her. The people who had 
accompanied her remained long assembled on the open place 
before the Water-gate. 

But where is. Helon ? When he had fled from the temple, 
overpowered by the look of Sulamith, he wandered about, 
shunned as one frantic by all who observed him, and uncon- 
scious whither he was going till bis feet carried him to the 
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grave of his iktlMr in the valley of Jebothaphat, where 
exhausted by fatigue and strong excitement, he feU befbrethe 
»pulchre aud remained long insensible. Longer might be 
have remained, but that he was roused from his stupor by 
voices which cried, He is here, he is here ! He opened his 
eyes and saw Iddo, who had come out with several others to 
seek him. Iddo embraced him, repeating to him, She lives^ she 
is guiltless ! while Helen, like one awaking from a dream, 
scarcely uoderstood the meaning or the reference of the words. 
When fully restored to the consciousness of what had paas- 
^9 j<>y» remorse and shame rushed in such a torrent upon his 
miüd,that he would have fallen again to the earth if they had 
not supported him. In this state diey led ^im home. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

THE DAT or ATOITEBCENT. 

SuLAMiTH was waiting for her husband at the door^ sur- 
rounded by her friends. As he entered she threw herself at 
his feet, and implored bis forgiveness for the uneasiness which 
she had caused him. He raised her tip, and then throwing 
himself on his face before her, implored her forgiveness with 
a look which penetrated her soul. To ask pardon in words 
was beyond his power. The friends conducted them to the 
inner court. Sulamith placed herself beside Helen, and en- 
deavored to tranquillize him, but he sat with eyes fixed upoit 
the ground. He could scarcely eVen rejoice in the acquittal 
of his wife, so bitter was the remembrance that it was by 
h|m she had been unjustly accused. For the first time in 
his life he despised himself; It was in vain that Iddo advised 
him to efiace the remembrance of what was past, and enjoy 
the present good ; there was too much of Sadducean levity 
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ill this ezhortatioii to pass kistantaneoiisly from sorrow to 
joy, to suit a mind so deeply agitated as Helop's. Equally 
unavailing was the advice of Selumiel, to regard it all as the 
result of inevitable destiny, and to resign himself to it as the 
will of Jehovah. To reach the sublimity of this Essene 
philosophy required a more buoyant spirit than his who was 
so oppressed by the sense of his own unworthy conduct. 

Thus the day passed on. At evening the feast of the com- 
mencement of the civil year was announced by the sound of 
trumpets. It was the new moon of the seventh month, or 
Tisri, and was called the feast of Trumpets, because from 
morning to evening trumpets of rams' horns were blown in 
the temple, according to the command of Moses.* '< In the 
seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have a 
Sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets." Helon re- 
solved to pass this day and the succeeding eight days of pen- 
itence, before the great day of Atonement, which fell on the 
tenth of the month Tisri, with the old man in the temple. 
While he remained with Sulamith, he was so painfully re- 
minded of the inj4]ry which he had done ,her, that he could 
have no hope of consolation or tranquillity. 

As soon as the gates were opened he went up to the temple, 
and as he crossed the court of the Gentiles, the old man was 
coming from his chamber. He went up to him and bade 
him welcome. <<[ purpose," said Helen, <<to spend the next 
ten days in the courts of Jehovah and to • present a sin-o£^- 
ing." " Come then to my chamber," said the old man, *«and 
remain thiere." He returned thither, and Helon followed 
him. ^ Elisama," said Helon, << is dead at Ramoth Giiead, 
whither he had fled from the avenger of blood." 

^ I know it," replied the old man. 

^ I have accused my wife unjustly, and made her unhappy." 
" I was present yesterday, and saw how nobly she vindicated 
her innocence by the water of jealousy," the old man replied. 

* Lev. xxiii. 23. 
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<* Alas, I am no Ghasidean," said Helen mournfully, <<and 
never shall be one !** <^ It is true," said the old man ; ^ but 
you should be more than a Cbasidean." 

^ All on earth is vanity and deception — happiness, hope, 
and love — all is deception," exclaimed the youth. ^ And the 
greatest deception of all is that which as yet thou dost not 
suspect," rejoined the old man. ** Remain here till thou art 
purified. I go to the sacrifice, for this day shall no work be 
done, but offerings be oflfered to the Lord."* 

Helon remained in the old man's chamber. As every 
festival was first consecrated generally by the customary sac- 
rifice, afterwards specially by its own, the morning-sacrifice 
was first presented. Next came the sacrifice of the new 
moon, two young bullocks, a ram, seven lambs of the first 
year as a burnt-offering, with their appropriate meat and 
drink offering, and a young goat as a sin-offering. Last of 
all the special offering of the seventh new moon was sacri- 
ficed, a young bullock, a ram, and seven lambs of the first 
year, with meal and wine, and a goat as a 8iu-offering.f The 
law was afterwards read and explained in the synagogue. 

Helon beard in his cell the blowing of the trumpets and 
llvsong of the people; and in his solitude repeated after 
them the eightyfirst psalm, which they were singing. 

After the evening-sacrifice the old man questioned him 
respecting the state of his mind. Helon laid open his whole 
heart to him with filial simplicity and unreserved ness, and 
as he spoke he could have fancied that Elisama, returned to 
life, was sitting before him. ^ Once only in my life," said he,, 
<< have 1 been happy, when I quitted Egypt and entered the 
promised land, and kept the Passover in the temple of Jeho- 
vah. I was then happy in sanguine anticipation. But I 
soon discovered imperiections where I had thought everything 
faultless; I found the truth, the melancholy truth of the 
account which thou hadst given me of the priests. I thought. 

* Lev. jotiii. 25. Numb. xxix. I-<-3. 
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to fiod a sanctuary of pure happiness and virtue in my own 
house. Jehovah bestowed on me a virtuous wife, but I 
proved myself unworthy of her. £lisama died under the 
irainitation of homicide, and we all were guilty of injustice 
towards the excellent Sulamith. Thou art right ; Israel is a 
disobedient, sinful people. I condemn others freely, because 
I include myself in the same condemnation. Jehovah has 
given us his law, and the only fruit of it is that we are more 
criminal than the heathen who live without a law. O that I 
had lived in Solomon's or David's days ! In our present con- 
dition it cannot be fulfilled. What God has enabled thee to 
do is a miracle, as all the people regard it.'' 

The old man heard him calmly as be uttered all this and 
much more, and then in a grave and serious tone began. 
'* Thou talkest like a young man, hastily and ignorantly, and 
in all that thou bast said scarcely anything is true, except the 
sinfulness of Israel. We are disobedient, as thou hast de- 
scribed us, thou and I, and the whole people ; in the days of 
Solomon and David it was no better ; and hadst thou lived 
in those times thou wouldst have been as far as thou art now 
from the fulfilment of the law. The law was given us to 
convince us of our sins, not to serve as the basis on which 
our pride might build its towering edifice. When it has con- 
vinced us of our sin, it awakens also our longing for help and 
consolation. It is the lot, or rather the privilege, of Israel, 
that it alone has the consciousness of sins, and the hope of a 
certain atonement for them. If both are united in thee, if . 
thou mournest t(;uly for thy sins, and truly desirest reconcil- 
iation, do what thou hast purposed and ofifer thy sin-ofiering ; 
afterwards we will discourse further." 

Helen purchased a goat for a sin-offering ; this was the 
victim which a ruler and a priest was to present ; the high- 
priest, on the other hand, a bullock ; and a common Israelite, 
a sheep.* He carried it through the gate on the northern 

♦Lev, iv. . 
24 
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Me of the ahar of burnt-ofleriog ; ilaDdiiif behind it he laid 
hta hands on the head of the animal between the horns, and 
said, confessing his sins, ** O Jehovahi I have transgressed 
against thee ! forgive my transgression and my sin which I 
have committed." Then he slew the goat ; a priest receired 
tfacL blood in a basin and carried it to the altar of bumt-ofier- 
ing, dipped his finger in it, and touched the four horns of 
the altar, letting a few drops trickle down each of them. 
He then ascended it, and poured the remainder of the blood 
down the pipe. Helon took off the skin of the victim and 
taking the internal fat gave it to the priest, who waved it with 
the liver and the kidneys between the altar and the temple 
salted it, and burnt it on the altar* The rest of the flesh 
belonged to the ofiSciating [priest. Helon had ofl^red this 
sacrifice, in expectation that his conscience vvould be tran- 
quillized by it ; but he did not experience the result which he 
had promised himself! He found himself as full of sorrow 
and fear afler the offering as before. He complained to the 
old man, that he had desired to^waik In the way of the Lord, 
and had ofliered a sacrifice in pursuance of it, but found no 
blessing follow it 

** Has not David said,** replied the old mnn, ** even he who 
so delighted in the service of the sanctuary^" 

Tbou dri irest not sacrifice, else would I give U, 

Thou delightest not m bural-ofieriag. 

TIm sacrifices of God are a brokeo spirit, 

A brakea and a cootrite heart. O God, thou wilt not despise. 

Ps.li. 16. 

"• I would,** said Helon, ^ that my whole heart befonged to 
Jehovah, then should I have peace and joy. But how may I 
attain this state?** 

<*Te11 me,** said the old man, «when, as a priest, would 
you declare the leper cleansed fiwn his leprosy ?** 

•^ When no spot of Irproey reoMins in him fix>m head to 
foov^ said Helon, « bat all is aound, as for as Uie priest can 
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see.** ** So judge then of the siofbine« of your whole state, 
from a single sin. Read the penitential psalms, and tell me 
what you find in them most applicable to your own condi- 
tion.** Helon obeyed his injunction, but for several days the 
old man came and went without noticing him. One evening, 
howerer, when he returned from the sacrifice, and was about 
to withdraw again, Heion earnestly entreated him to stay. 
^ I have found," said be, ** the words which too truly describe 
my own condition, 

There is no soundness in ray flesh beeaase of thine anger, 

Nor any healUi in my bones beeaose of my sins ; 

For mine iuiqoities rise above my head ; 

They weigh me down as a heavy harden.— >Ps. xxxiii. 5, 4. 

^ What a new light has opened upon me from these words ! 
in what a condition do I now appear to myself! How did f 
deceive myself when I supposed that, a learner as I was, I 
had already attained the rank of a Chasidean i What mis- 
erable seIf<leception was I practising, when I professed to 
renounce those things to which my heart so strongly climg ! 
What contemptible pride, to imagine that I could reach the 
summit of perfection by ascending, step by step, from the 
fulfihnent of one commandment to that of another^* And 
when one frail support of ray self-conceit gave way, how 
eagerly did 1 catch at another, to prop myself up. I must 
confess with Cain. < My sins are too great to be forgiven,* and 
I tremble at the words of the children of Korah, * No man can 
by any means redeem his brother nor give to God a ransom 
for him.** I am under the curse pronouncecl from Sinai, 
' Cursed be he that fulfils not all the words of this law to do 
them.* ** ^ Praised be Jehovah," said the old man, << that thou 
hast at length discerned one part of the eternal truth ; the 
other will not be withheld from thee in due season. Israel is 
a people mourning for sin, but also hoping for forgiveness. 
If our sins separate between God and us, we have the more 

•Fti.jdiv.7. 
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need of a mediator. The Messiah comes who shall also 
remoTe our sins.* Say not therefore * My sins are too great 
to be forgiven.' Thou knowest that the mercy of Jehovah is 
like his nature, infinite. Pray then for faith, and even now 
thy offering uu his aMar shall reconcile thee; by virtue of the 
future sacrifice ©f the Messiah. " Thou hast partaken of the 
sin of thy people, partake also with them in the atonement 
which is to be made on the morrow." 

On the following day Helen was early in the temple. The 
high-priest had been already seven days there, preparing 
himself for the great solemnity of atonement on the tenth 
day of Tisri, and along with him his substitute, who was to 
fill his place, if any accidental impurity should disqualify the 
high-priest. The solemnity began in the evening. It was 
the greatest fast in the year, lasting twentyfour hours, from 
evening to evening. The people assembled in the temple as 
soon as it was light. The high-priest had watched all night 
and bad bathed himself in the morning. He was on this 
occasion the representative of the whole people before Jeho- 
vaiii and performed those services at the altar which were 
usually the oflSce of the priests. He offered the morning- 
sacrifice and the meat-offering fur himself as high-priest. 
Having again bathed himself, he put on his under robe of 
by ssus, his drawers, his upper garments, and his girdle and 
turban. Once more he washed bis hands and feet, and then 
offered a bullock for a sin-offering for himself and his bouse, 
and a goat for the sins of the people, at the door of .the sanc- 
tuary. 

He laid his hand behind on the head of the bulloek, and 
said, ^< O Jehovah, I have sinned against thee, both I and my 
house! Forgive my sins wherewith I have sinned against 
thee, I and my house, as it is written, < On this day is your 
atonement made, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from 
all your sins before Jehovah.' ''f Thrice he uttered tlie name 

- * Dan. ix. 24. f Lev* xvi. 30. 
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of Jehovah in this confession, and thrice all the [iriest% the 
Lerites» and the whole people, fell on their iaces and aaid, 
*< Praised be the holy name of his kingdom lor ever and 
ever !" 

From the bullock he went to the two goats on the north 
side of the altar, and placing himself between them, shook a 
box in which were two small tablets, one inscribed ** For 
Jehovah," the other ^ For Azazel.** He drew a lot for each, 
and placed it on the head of the goat for which he had drawn. 
When he drew that which was for Jehovah, he said aloud 
** For Jehovah f and all the priests, the Levites, and the 
people, fell u|K>n their faces to the earth. The goat Azazel 
was then taken to the gate of Nicanpr. The higd-prlest 
returned to the bullock, made a new confession over it for 
the sins of himself and his house, and the sons of Aaron, 
then slew it, and another priest received the blood in a basin. 
The high-priest took coals from the altar of burnt-ofiering, 
and laying incense upon it, went through the holy into the 
most holy place, to burn incense before Jehovah. He return- 
ed into the court, keeping his face towards the holy of holies, 
and then taking the blood, carried it as he had done the in- 
cense, and dipping his finger in it, sprinkled it once in the air, 
and seven times on the ground towards the place where in 
the former temple the ark of the covenant bad stood. 

When he returned into the court, the goat for Jehovah was 
brought-to him. He slew it, carried the blood into the holy 
of holies for the sins of himself his house, and the sons of 
Aaron, as well as of the whole people, and sprinkled it as 
before. Retiring from the most holy into the holy place, he 
sprinkled the veil which was between them seven times; 
first with the blood of the bullock, and then with that of the 
goat. Then mingling their blood, he dipped his finger in it 
and let a few drops trickle down the horns of the altar of 
incense. He cleared the altar firom ashes, and sprinkled the 
place seven times with blood. The remainder of the Mood 
he poared out at the bottom of the altar of bamt-offoriBg . 
34» 
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The high-priest went next to the goat Azaz«), laid his hands 
upon his head, and confessed over him the sins of the i)eople, 
as he had before confessed those of himself and his house. 
As often as the name of Jehovah recurred, the people fell on 
their faces and said, '' Praised be the holy name of his king- 
dom for ever and ever !" The goat was then carried by an 
Israelite into the wilderness and set at liberty, that he might 
bear away the sius of the people. 

The high-priest then took the skin and inward parts of the 
goat which was for Jehovah, with the rest of the body, and 
sent it to be burnt outside the city. The men who performed 
this office, as well as he who carried the scape-goat to the 
wilderness, were unclean the rest of the day. 

These ceremonies made a deep impression upon Helou. 
He followed the high-priest into the court of the Women, 
where he read the portion of the law, respecting the day of 
atonement.* The high-priest then bathed himself, laid aside 
his garments of byssus, and put on his pontifical array, his 
meil, his ephod, his breastplate, and his turban with the name 
of Jehovah. In these garments, he approached the altar and 
offered a ram as a burnt-offering for himself, and another for 
the people ; with seven lambs of the first year, and the fat of 
the sin-offering for himself and the people. The people 
remained fasting in the temple ; the hearing the law was the 
principal occupation between the sacrifices. The fast con- 
tinued from evening to evening. 

When evening came the high-priest offered, before the 
usual sacrifice, a bullock for a burnt-offering and a goat for a 
sio-offering. After the evening-sacrifice, he bathed hinsself^ 
washed his hands and feet, changed his pontifical robes for 
His garments of byssus, went again into the holy of holies 
and brought out the censer. This Was the fourth time that 
i^e entered it on this day, the only day, in the year when he 
ag^eared before the ark of the covenant. Having bathed 

* Lev. zxiti. 26. 
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again and put on his pontifical array, be burnt incense in the 
boly place and lighted the lamps, concluding by giving bis 
benediction to the people, who prostrated themselves while 
they received it. Helon had felt during the solemnities of 
this day tiie weight removed from his mind which had so 
long pressed upon it. He prayed in the words of the 
Psalmist : 

ßlesaed is the man whose traiugressioD is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man unto whom Jehovah imputeth not iniquity, 

And in whose spirit there is no guile. 

When 1 kept silence my bones waxed old 

Through my groaning all the day long. 

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me ; 

My moisture was turned into the d^ugtit of summer ; 

Yet I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and my iniquity 1 did not conceal. 

I said, I confess my transgressions unto Jehovah ; 

Thou forgavest the burthen of my sin. 

For this let every one that is godly pray unto thee 

While mercy may yet be found ; 

The floods of mighty waters shall not come nigh unto htm. 

Thou art my hiding*place; thou shah preserve me from trouble j 

Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked : 

But he that trusteth in Jehovah shall be surrounded with mercy. 

Be glad in Jehovah, and rejoice, je righteous; 

And shout for joy, all ye upright in heart. — Ft. xxxii. 

At evening he returned to the cell of the old man. A 
calm peace had overspread his mind, to which he had Jong 
been a stranger. . He no longer prided himself in his imag- 
inary self-righteousness, but he felt the satisfactory assurance 
that bis "transgression was forgiven, that his iniquity was 
pardoned ;" and in the midst of his gratitude to Jehovah, he 
did not forget the filial effusion of thankfulness towards the 
yenerable man, whose counsels had taught him how to seek 
rest to his soul. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE FEAST OW TABBRKACLEf. 

The Feast of Trumpets, on the first day of the month 
Tisri, had been the begioDing of a series of solemnities crown- 
ed by the Feast of Tabernacles, which began on the fifteenth 
and lasted till the twenty second day. While some of the 
people of Israel were gathering in the latest gifts of the earth, 
and others preparing for the pilgrimage to Jerusalem ; while 
some, who were compeUed to remain at home, were begin- 
ning to dress their green bowers, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem to collect branches from. the adjacent country, to 
decorate their tabernacles in the valleys around the city; 
Uelon returned to his friends in the house of Iddo. He said 
nothing of what had passed, but they all perceived immedi- 
ately that he was become a new man* He embraced Sula- 
mith with pure affection, and a humble consciousness of his 
past injustice; his manner towards all around was full of 
mild benevolence. There was none of the outward warmth 
and vehemence of manner which he bad exhibited before, 
yet his mind was full of activity and joy. The calm com- 
posure of his whole demeanor was that of a man to whom 
tb^ mysteries of life are solved, and who feels that omnipotent 
love defends and guides him through time and eternity« His 
thoughts and desires seemed all directed towards an invisible, 
eternal, future good ; and yet never had his heart been more 
open to all the joys of nature, or more susceptible to the 
tenderest feelings of human affection. Sulamith had never 
loved him so much, nor ever been so beloved by him. The 
true happiness of her married life now began ; all that had 
passed was in the strictest sense forgotten. She bloomed 
again, in more than her former beauty, like the rose of Jeri- 
cho, when the morning Sim drinks from its fivgrant leaves 
the heavy dew which had weighed them down. 
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On the thirteenth day of tho month Tisri, the comiMinief) 
of pilgrims began to arrive from every side. The native of 
Lebanon, the inhabitant of Beersheba, of Pcnea, and Galilee, 
those that dwell on the seashore, and the stranger from Syria, 
Asia Minor, Cyprus, and Lybia, after their toilsome journeys, 
greeted the temple and city of their God. From the roof of 
Iddo^ house, Helon and Sulamith looked down on the festal 
throng. 

The sight which they witnessed on the following day, the 
day of the preparation for the festival, was peculiar to the 
precincts of Jerusalem. The courts of the temple, all the 
roofs of the houses, the mount of Olives, as far as its highest 
pinnacle, the valley of the Kedron, and the whole environs of 
the city were covered with a sudden verdure. The gardens 
and fields had already assumed the yellow hue of autumn, 
but the palms, the firs, the myrtles, and the pomegranates had 
been compelled to yield their more durable foliage for this 
occasion. The whole neighborhood was parched by the 
heat of the sim, and the vineyards had been already stripped, 
but at once spring and summer appeared to return with all 
their variety of colors. The busy hands of men and women 
were everywhere in full activity, the children waited on the 
builders, and, as if by magic, Jerusalem seemed all at once 
filled and encircled by an encampment of green bowers, a 
lively and refreshing contrast to the mournful barrenness of 
the hills which were in the distance of the picture. 

By evening all was ready. The citrons and apples of 
Paradise glowed amidst the dark green of the bowers, their 
walls were hung with tapestry and their floors covered with 
carpets, and the large lamp burnt in the middle. When the 
evening star appeared in heaven above the western sea, every 
fiimily, after the customary ablutions, left its dwelling to 
occupy its tabernacle. Iddo had resigned his house to stran- 
gers, and had erected himself a tabernacle in a vineyard on 
the mount of Olives, to which he and the family of Selumiel 
repaired, and placed themselves around the richly furnishefl 
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table. He prayed, ** Bleatetl be thou, O Lord oor Ood, dioo 
king of the earth, who beet aanctified ua by thy preeepto «ad 
corotnanded ua to dwell m tabernadea." He then emptied 
the cup, the reat followed bia example : and the aame thing 
waa done alinoat at the same inatant in the aurrounding tab- 
emaelea. The thoueanda of lanipa in the Iwwers on the 
mount of Olives, in th^ vale of Kedron, and on the roofii of 
the houses in the city, seemed like stars of the earth, answer- 
ing to those by which the lieavena were already overspread. 
A gentle wind just stirred the leaves of the bowers, and the 
sounds of festivity and mutual congratulation echoed oa 
every side, amidst songs and the music of cymbals and 
aduffea. Well may they rejoice whose sins are removed : if 
the people afSioced themselves tiefbre the atonement waa 
made, it was natural that after it they ahould indulge in the 
mirth of the Feast of Tabernacles. 

Towanls midnight the lampa were gradually eztinguiabed, 
and all was silent in the taliemacles. The women, tlie child- 
ren, and the weakly persona returned- to their houaes, and 
the men laid themaelvea down to rest on the floor. Bet 
scarcely had the first beams of morning reddened thesttmmili 
of the Arabian -hills, when they aH left their bowers to fill the 
courts of the temple. The usual eeremooiea of eztinguiabing 
the ]am|ia, killing the lamb, burning incense in the holy [daee, 
and ofiering the morning-sacrifice, were first gone through. 
The eight priests then ranged themselves on the slopiiif 
ascent of the altar, each with that part of the sacrificial inatm- 
ments which was intrusted to bis eare, the last being he who 
bore the goMen vessel with the wine of the drink-ofiTering. 
At once all the instruments of musie struck up together, the 
Water-!gate was opened, and through ita lofty folding-doors a 
priest entered with a golden ewer full of water which he had 
drawn from the spring of Silooh, whose softly flowing atwmi 
runs at the aoutheastem fiwt of mount Moriah. All was 
silent, except the sound of the silver trumpets. The people 
made a wide opening for die priest, who a|^[iroaehed the 
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altar of buml-ofieritif «nd waa met by hi|n \9ho bore the 
veaael of wioe. Aa aoon aa they aaw each other they both 
exclaimed» <* With joy we draw water from the wells of sal- 
vation f* and the jieople around repeated, <* With joy we 
draw water from the wells of salvation." The priest who 
had descended from the altar then took from the other the 
ewer of water, and mingled it with the wine. The Hallel 
was sung in tlie mean time by the Levites, the |)eople who 
filled the courts holding a citron in the one hand and a bundle 
of pahcn, willow, and citron branches in tlie other. 

This was the solemnity of which it was commonly said in 
Israel, ** He who has not seen the joy of the drawing of water 
has seen no joy." Hehm regarded it as not only^an expres- 
sion of thankfulness for the early and the latter rain, to which 
the fruits of the earth now gathered in had owed their abun- 
dance, but as a memorial of the water which gushed forth in 
the wilderness at the stroke of Moses' rod ; besides that still 
higher meaning which it remained for the Messiah fully to 
disclose. 

The special offering of this day,t consisting of thirteen 
bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year, with 
their meat-ofiering and drink-offering, and a goat for a sin- 
offering. On this day priests of all the courses were on duty, 
and at least four hundred and sixtyfour. A muhitude of Le- 
vites, skilful in their art were disposed on the fifteen steps, 
and the gre« Hallel was sung by them and the assembled 
myriads of the people. When they came to the Hosaona in 
the 116di Psalm the people and priests moved around the 
altar, unitating the journey of Israel through the wilderness, 
holding, as before, a citron in one hand and a bundle of palm 
and myrtle branches in the other, repeating, ^ O Lord, h^p, 
O Lord, grant success." As they passed the high-priest, they 
showered the fragrant leaves and firuit upon htm, heaping the 
choice gifts of the earth upon the person of highest sanctity 

«lniah,siia. tNiinb.Mii.ll 
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among the people. To the worshippers in general this solem- 
nity combined a grateful acknowledgment of the gift of the 
fruits of the earth, with a memorial of the most important eveiit 
in the history of God's chosen people. But Helon looked for- 
ward to a time when all the promises of Jehovah should be 
fulfilled, and when to the shouts of Hosanna should be added 
<* Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord !" 

When the circuit of the altar was completed, and the high- 
priest from the summit of the fifteen steps had given his 
benediction to the people, one part of them presented their 
own thank-offerings, another repaired to the porticoes, to 
hear the law read and expounded.* In the sabbatical year 
the whole law was read at the Feast of Tabernacles.t 

Immediately after the evening-sacrifice, when the water of 
Siloah had been again mingled .with the wine of the drink- 
offering, the multitude crowded to the court of the Women, 
which was illuminated by lamps of unusual size, dis]K>sed on 
four candelabra, fifly cubits in height. The Levites with 
their instruments stood on the fifleen steps, which l^d from 
the court of the Women to the court of Israel, and from the 
galleries over the porticoes, the women were spectators of 
what passed below. The members of the Sanhedrim, the 
elders and chief men of the people took torches in their 
hands, sung psalms, and performed sacred dances, in honor 
of Jehovah ; the youths displayed feats of corporeal strength 
and dexterity ; and the festal assemblage did not disperse till 
a late hour of the nighL 

The feast lasted eight days : in the first seven the ceremo- 
nies of the commencement were repeated, but with this 
difference, the number of bullocks for the burnt-offering was 
diminished by one every day4 and in the six following days 
civil occupations might be pursued, which were forbidden on 
the first. The traffic, which took place at all the great festi- 
▼alfli was especially active at this time. The curious pro- 
ductions of Egypt, the imports and manufactures of Tyre, 

• Neh. vili. 18. t Dcut. xxxi. 10, 11. X Numb. xxix. 
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tlie spices of the east, the balsam of Gilead, and tlie corn 
and cattle of Galilee, were bartered or sold ; and every one 
purchased what was necessary against the approaching aea- 
«on of winter. Helen, however, had no pleasure in seeing 
what he considered as a profanation of the house of God, 
and withdrew from the sight of it to pass his days in the 
tabernacle of Iddo, on the mount of Olives. On the third 
day he presented his thank-offering, which was truly to him 
what its name implied, an offering of peace. While Sula- 
mith was engaged in preparing the meal from that part of 
the victim which belonged to the offerer, Helen availed him- 
self of the permission which the priests enjoyed on festival 
days, to go into the holy place and see its magnificence. 

Only the foot of a priest might enter the holy place ; into 
the holy of holies none but the high-priest's, and that only 
once in the year, on the day of atonement. What gave a 
higher interest to the indescribable feelings which occupied 
Helon's mind, as he stood before the veil of the holiest place, 
was the company of the old man of the temple, who had 
dissuaded him from entering on the festival of Pentecost, 
promising to be his guide at the Feast of Tabernacles. He 
had prepared himself and Helon by a long and fervent prayer. 
The old man manifested an unusual degree of emotion. On 
ordinary occasions, the frame of his mind seemed equally 
removed from grief and joy, from emotion and apathy ; but 
now he was visibly agitated, and his venerable form seemed 
to acquire a supernatural dignity from the feeling with which 
he labored. In passing through thesacred building profound 
silence was always observed ; but when they returned from 
it he still remained silent ; and Helon, much as he wished to 
ask him questions respecting the import of all he saw, durst 
not speak to him while he saw him in this mood. The old 
man led him to Solomon's porch, where he had received him 
on the firat evening, and pmnted with his right hand to the 
courts of the temple which were within their view. After a 
long silence, during which he was strongly agitated, he said, 
35 



290 THE FEAIT OF TABEHVACLX8* 

** Kneel down, my son ! I will give tbee my bteflBing . I 
promised thy father and thy uncle to do for tbee what 1 hare 
done : I am hastening to where they already are ; may we 
meet there again ! Jehovah has guided thee by my means j be 
thine own spirit henceforth thy guide ; for thoo wUt see me no 
more on earth." Helon, astonished and overpowered, sunk 
upon the ground and received the old man^s blessing; and 
while he lay weeping on the earth, he had disappeared. 
Helon Went to his cdl ; it was open, but there was no man 
within. He hastened to Selumiel, who told him that the 
old man often disappeared for a long time together, and that 
his words were always true. 

They returne<i together after the meal to Iddo'a tabernaele 
on the mount of Olives. When they had seated themselves, 
the figure of a stranger appeared among them, whom they 
did not at first recognise. It was Myron. In the first mo* 
ment of their surprise they seemed doubtful how to act ; 
Iddo was inclined to thrust him out by force ; when Myron, 
whose pale face and shrunk figure had prevented their know- 
ing him at first, exclaimed, ^ Let Helon decide 1" He turned 
to him and said ; *< On the day when my foolish thoughtless- 
ness a second time gave a wound to the happiness of your 
life, I fled into the wilderness of Judah. A priest found me 
wandering, brought me back to Jerusalem, and received me 
hospitably. He told me what had be&llen you ; and I testi- 
fied to him my deep remorse and penitence. He seized the 
opportunity to persuade me to abandon the fables end follies 
of the religion in which I had been brought up, and to turn 
to the worship of the one true God. This evening an aged 
and venerable man entered the house of my host, and hade 
me seek tbee out, and tell thee, in his name, that thou should- 
est receive me not only into thy friendship, but into thy faith. 
Behold me ready to become a proselyte !" 

^ This," said Helon, ^ must be the f»ld man of the temple ; 
his word shall be obeyed." He embraced the friend of hie 
youth, and begged him to forgive his groundless suspicioiis. 
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** O," said he« << had Elisama but lived to see this day ! He 
had always hoped that thou wouldest be one of us. Did I 
not too always predict, that if thou shouldest see Israel in all 
its glory in the Land of Promise, thou wouldest desire to 
bteome a partaker in tlieir hopes?" ** The God who made 
heaven and earth hath done this," said Myron ; " he has 
severely pQnished my folly, and in the midst of my chastise* 
ment made me to know your law and your hopes. I now 
understand why in every land I have found prophecies which 
pointed to Judea for theur accomplish ment" 

<< Praised be Jehovah," exclaimed Iddo, ^ who increaseth 
his people Israel, and hath spoken by his prophet the word 
of which this day we behold the accomplishment, ' Arise, 
shine, for thy light is come and the glory of Jehovah riseth 
upon thee. For behold darkness shall cover the earth and 
thick darkness thy people : but Jehovah shall arise upon thee, 
and his glory shall be seen ui)on thee, and the Grentiles shall 
ftome to thy light,'"* 

Iddo and the priest with whom Myron had lodged endeav- 
ored to prevail on him, by submitting to circumcision, to 
become one of the family of Abraham and an heir of its 
promises, after which, on the offering of three turtle-doves, 
he would become a proselyte of righteousness, and be per- 
mitted to bring his sacrifice, like a native Jew, into the court 
of the priests, Myron was more inclined to become only a 
proselyte of the gate ; and Helon took his part, and asked 
what more was necessary, since he could thus enjoy the 
benefits of the law, could partake in all the civil privilej^es of 
Israel, and dwell in their gates ? 

On the following morning fhey conducted Myron before 
the tribunal which sat in the gate of Nicanor. In the pre- 
sence of three witnesses, Helon, Seluraiel, and the priert his 
host, he solemnly abjured idolatry, professed his belief in all 
the truths which are revealed in the law, and promised obe- 
dience to the seven Noachic precepts, as they were called ; 
namely, to abstain from idolatry, to worship only the true 

* Isaiah, Ix. 1. 
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Ood, to avoid incest, not to commit theft, or robbery, or miir- 
der, to maintain jadgment and justice,, and to «betain from 
blood and all that contained blood, consequently f9om things 
strangled, lie then presented his offering, but be was not 
'allowed to come any further than to. the enclosure between 
the court of the Gentiles and tbe court of Israel. From this 
time he bore the name of a devout man, one that feared God, 
a stranger or proselyte of the gate. 

As Helon and Myron spent the last day but one d tbe 
feast in Iddo's tabernacle on the mount of Olives, Helon read 
to him tbe description which Nehemiab gives of tbe first 
celebration of tbe Feast of Tabernacles after the captivity.* 

<< Bless Jehovah,'' said Helon, *< that thon hast returned at 
last to the true source ; and pray to him that all the heathen 
may come to draw from it» Tbe advent of tbe Messmh, who 
shall accomplish tliis, cannot be far distant. He shall be tbe 
light of the Gentiles and the consolation of Israek Tbe 
sceptre is already departed frotn Judahf and is in the hand 
of Levi ; and the seventy weeks of Daniel iare hastening to, 
their close,** 

The friends embraced each other, and descending from 
the mount of (Mives, Helon went up to tbe altar in the 
temple. 

The last day of the Feast of Tabernacles was the most 
-joyous of all.J The drawing of the water, the Hosauna, thie 
nightly illumination and dance had been repeated every day ; 
the seveolh day was called tbe great Hosanna and the day ol 
Willows. The altar of btirnt-offering was decked with 
branches of willow, all bent inwards, as an emblem that 
earthly glory must bow before, tlie majesty of God. Instead 
of once, the people went seven times around the altar with 
their branches and their citrons. The last meal was taken 

* Neh. viii. 13. Gen.xlix. 10, 

t It was on the eighth and great day of this feast, that Jesus stood and 
cried, sayings If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink^-cjoba 
vii» 37. 
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io the tabernacles, whose green decorations iiad already 
begun to fade ; but to the freshness which had charmed the 
eye when the feast began, succeeded the mind's remembrance 
of seven happy days which had been passed in them. The 
father of the family pronounced the blessing over the last 
cup of wine which they were to drink here, and when it was 
emptied, gave his benediction to the company, who lefl the 
tabernacle with that melancholy with which we quit a spot 
where we Jiave enjoyed much happiness. The women and 
children, and even Myron and Helen,' carried away a citron, 
a pomegranate, a branch, or a leaf, as a memorial of the 
festival. In the evening the illumination and the danee as 
before described were repeated. This part of the festivities, 
as well as the drawing of the water, ceased on the eighth day, 
which was added as a special sabbath to the full week of the 
feast. On this day no circuil was made around tlie altar^ and 
the offering consisted only of one buHock, one ram, and seven 
lambs of a year old, as a bumt-offering, with their usual meat 
and drink ofierings, and a goat for a sin-offering. Besides 
Azareth, Day of Convocation, it was called the Day of Re- 
joicing in the Law, because every year on this day the read- 
ing of the law and the prophets ended, and began afresh on 
the following sabbath. Thus what every one had begun in 
his own synagogue at home, he completed here in the mids( 
of the assembled people. This took place on the twenty- 
second day of the month, in which, up to tliis point, there 
had been only four oommon days. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

TUSCONCLUSION. 

The tabernades were broken up, and only the scattered 
leares, flowers, and fillets testified that they had been. The 
pilgrims were preparing for their departure, and exchanging 
their farewell salutations. Many took leave of Jerusalein 
never to behold it again. The autumn wind ble^ chill, and 
where a solitary tabernacle still remained as a monument of 
•the festival, its gr^en was changed to an autumnal yellow. 
The circle of the Jewish feasts was closed, the half year of 
harvest was at an end, and the dark and rainy season o 
winter was fast approaching, when no pilgrim's song was 
heard on the roads to Jerusalem ; a winter which to many 
would prove the winter of death. ' 

The companies of travellers arranged themselves for their 
departure. Selumiel and his family, with JMyron and Iddo, 
took the road by Bethany to Jericho. As they passed through 
the hollow between the southernmost and the middle summit 
of the mount of Olives, Helon thought of the tear» which he 
had shed on that spot at Pentecost, when he exclairoed, ** The 
path of obedience is difficult^" Now returning a happy 
husband, with the peace of God in his heart, he was inclined 
to say, " Easy is the path of obedience to him ivho walks in 
it with faith." They halted at noon at the Oasis, beneath tl^e 
palms, and arrived late in the evening at Jericho. On the 
following day the Qalileans crossed the Jordan on their return 
home. 

Helon, Sulamith, and Myron began to make preparations 
for their departive to Alexandria, from which they were to 
fetch the mother of Helon. When they were about to begia 
their journey symptoms of the plague showed themselves at 
Jericho. This is the most terrific of all diseases, as rapid in 
its operation as the leprosy is slow, and producing an equally 



THE CONCLUSION. 295 

miserable death. Those who are seized with it are suddenly 
attacked by pains in the head and loins ; the speech becomes 
inarticulate, and not unfrequeotly is lost altogether, as Well as 
the sense of hearing. The eyes become dull and hAvy ; 
lethargy succeeds, the strength is prostrated, fever, delirium, 
and melancholy seize the sufferer, and he commonly dies on 
the third day, unless a plague-boil preserves him for a mis- 
erable existence. If the disease spreads, all intercourse is at 
an end. The streets, the fountains, and the houses are heaped 
with dead ; infected persons are^ abandoned by their nearest 
relatives ; and despair and licentiousness walk hand in hand. 
The people call the plague the arrows of God. 

As the plague commonly rages most destructively on its 
first breaking out, Selumiel considered this circumstance as a 
divine warning to withdraw from Jericho with his whole 
family, and go into Egypt. Preparations were speedily made, 
friends and household were commended to Jehovah, and the 
city of palms abandoned as if a curse were upon it. They 
hastened by Bethel, Gibeon, and Lydda^ to Joppa, where 
Helon's host was requested to procure for them, as speedily 
as possible, an opportunity of sailing to Alexandria in a 
Phoenician ship. 

Helon looked from the heights of Joppa to the hills of 
Judah, and blessed the beloved land which had been to him 
not only a land of promise but a land of fulfilment. The 
image of his pious mother, all whose expectations he was 
about to accomplish and surpass, her joy at seeing him again, 
and the prospedt of returning to the land of her.fattiers and 
visUing the grave of her husband, her blessing bestowed on 
him and Bulamith — all these things occupied his mind with 
delightful anticipations. 

His host seemed uneasy. Helen supposed he might appre- 
hend that they had brought infection with them, and might 
communicate it, and he hastened to set him at ease on 
this point. His host shook his head in answer to^ Helon's 
assurances, and looked sorrowfully at him. At length he 
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«aid, << It is not to myself but thee that my grief relates. Col- 
lect all tby firmness ; in vain dost tbou go to Alexandria to 
bring back thy mother. She is dead! The tidings of the 
deaA of Elisama and the rumor of thy wife's unfaithfulness 
reached her together, and her heart broke with its double 
weight of sorrow." 

Sulamith uttered a piercing shriek, and Myron wept in 
grief and shame. Helon felt what an affectionate child feels 
when bereaved of a mother, but be knew tbat the hand of 
Jehovali guided him ; that the Lord woundeth, but also heal- 
eth ; that his ways ai'e notour ways, nor his thoughts our 
thoughts. ^ Comfort me, O Jehovah," he exchiimed, his eyes 
raised to heaven, *< comfort nie as one is comforted by his 
mother I" Then seating himself in a corner he gave vent to 
those tears which soften the anguish of the heart to a tender 
sorrow; 

It was determined, notwithstanding this intelligence, tbat 
tliey should continue their voyage to Alexandria, where 
Helon'e presence was necessary. Selumiel with his wife, his 
son, his daughter-in-law, and his grandson, Helon, Sulamith, 
Saliu, and Myron, embarked on board a Phcsnician vessel. 
They ran swiftly along the coast, and Jamnia, Ashdod, Asca« 
Ion, Gaza, and Raphia were soon leA behind. The mind of 
Helon was as clear and calm as the mirror in which the a^a 
reflected the bright blue heavens. His grief for the death of 
his mother had only increased his trust in the Divine com- 
passion, which bad bestowed on him that perfect peace of 
mind, which neither in death nor life sees anything to fear. 
One morning they were watching the broad red dawn an- 
nouncing the approach of day. All were in an unusual fmme 
of mind. Helon, full of tranquil joy, was relating to his 
friends, as they sat around him on the deck, the course of 
Divine Providence with respect to him in the year that was 
just completed, and how it had conducted him to that true 
peace which he had aought in vain before: **l oeuU call 
upon the whole world, 
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Praise Jehovah, all the world, 

Serve Jehovah with joy ! 

Come into his presence with rejoicing, 

Confess that Jehovah is God. 

He has made us and we are his, 

His people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

His courts with songs of praise. 

Bless him, praise his name ! 

For Jehovah is good, his mercy is everlasting, 

And his faithfulness from generation to generation.— Ps. c. 

*< And through all the vicissitudes of my life, iu calamity 
and in death, these word«» shall be my comfort, which the 
last of the prophets spoke, when the oracle of prophecy was 
about to be closed in silence : 

The Lord whom ye seek will come speedily to his temple, 
And the Angel of the Covenant whom ye desire. 
Behold he cometb, saith Jehovah of Hosts.''* 

While he thus spoke, delightful anticipations of futurity 
seemed to take possession of his soul. All who sat around 
him were silent ; for the power of his faith seemed to com- 
municate itself, by an indescribable operation, to their minds. 
All at once, confused voices exclaimed throughout the ship, 
A storm, a storm ! The heavens grew black with clouds, the 
tempest rose, and the waves beat on every side of the ship. 
They endeavored to avoid the shore, which was rocky and 
produced breakers which threatened every moment to over- 
whelm the vessel. The Phoonician mariners called on their 
gods, the children of Israel prayed to Jehovah, Helon stood 
iu the midst of threatening waves and terrified men, tranquil 
and full of confidence. At once the ship received a violent 
shock, and sprung a leak. Their efibrts were in v^in. Sula- 
mitfa flew to Melon's arms, and each repeated to the other 
passages from the Psalms. All hope of safety' was at an end, 
and sounds of terror and lamentation were heard on every 

* Mai. iii. 1. 
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side. Suddenly, the ship struck violentljr u^n a rock and 
went to pieces. The crew sunk, and no ope could bid 
another farewell. Helori supported himself for a short time 
upon a plank, and looking round saw Sulamith and her father 
sink. Alone, and scarcely conscious, he struggled for a few 
moments with the stormy waves. One of tremendous height 
came rolling onward ; Helen exclainied amidst the uproar of 
the elements, 

** The Ang«l of the Covenant- 
Behold he Cometh, sailb Jehovah of Hosts/' 

and was buried in the waters. 

After an hour the storm had ceased. Aud the storms of 
this world, too, had ceased for those who had found death in 
the waves, and life in the bosom of thek God. , > 
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